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ҩECAS REGISTRATION
ÅECAS ACCOUNT
ÅPIC CODE



ECASmeansEuropean Commission Authentication System. 
It is the system for logging on to a whole range of web sites and online 
services run by the Commission.

This ensures a ǎŜŎǳǊŜΣ άǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎƛƎƴ-ƻƴέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ:
1 person = 1 e-mail address = 1 ECAS account.

The creationof anECAS account is free and easy.

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ά9/!{έ Κ

How to register on ECAS?
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Register or log in to your ECAS 
account

Registration
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Cƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά9-Ƴŀƛƭέ ŦƛŜƭŘ 
using your individual professional email address.

Note: the e-mail is the main identifier
(1 person = 1 e-mail address 

= 1 ECAS account)

No functional e-mail address!
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Check your mailbox, a confirmation e-mail 
will arrive within a few minutes. 

This process must be completed 
within 1 hour and a half after the original request.
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Followinga confirmation you canlog in to the Portal.

Important: ECAS credentialsarestrictly confidential!



The Login page (ECAS authentication) appears

Make sure the selected domain 
ƛǎ ά9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭέ

/ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻƎƛƴΗέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ

Enter your username or e-mail address 
and your password
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You are now logged in to the Participant Portal.

Your personal folders are available on the left hand side.
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PIC CODE

What is a PIC code? 

ÅA Participant Identification Code is a unique 9-digit identifier for the 
European Commission to confirm your ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎdetails 

ÅBefore registering it is recommended that you confirm your organisation
does not already have a PIC code, follow the link below: 
http:// ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/organisation
s/register.html

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/organisations/register.html
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ÅWhat is a LEAR? 

ÅThe Legal Entity Appointed Representative (LEAR) is a person within an 
organisationappointed to be the correspondent with the Commission on 
all issues related to the legal status of the entity 

ÅAfter appointment, the LEAR becomes the exclusive Contact Person of the 
organisation.

LEAR APPOINTMENT in H2020



ҩFinancial and legal issues
ÅMinimum requirements for participation 
ÅCharacteristics of H2020 funding
ÅModel grant agreement
ÅAnnexes to MGA
Å Intellectual Property Rights 



ÅStandard minimum conditions:

Åat least three legal entities

Å independent of each other

Å from different EU Member States
or Associated Countries 
(see http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/3cpart/h2020-hi-list-ac_en.pdf)

ÅCoordination and Support Actions (CSA), ERC etc.: 

Åat least one legal entity (check call text)

ÅAdditional criteria

Åmay be specified in Work Programme (check call text)

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS 
FOR PARTICIPATION
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Characteristicsof H2020 funding

ÁMaximum EC contribution can not be exceeded

ÁOnly eligible costs can be reimbursed

ÁBeneficiaries indicate and claim direct and indirect costs
Áindirect costs are covered by a single 25% flat-rate applied to the direct costs

ÁReported costs can include VAT if VAT is non-refundable for your legal entity

ÁConsortia receive pre-financing at the project start and further payments 
following the acceptance of interim and final reports.

Direct costs Indirect costs

- Directly attributed to project: personnel, 
travels, subcontracting etc.

- Eligible costs will be reimbursed 100%

- Not identifiable as directly attributed to the 
project 

- fixed 25% flat-rate indirect costs for all 
beneficiaries (upondirect costs except 
subcontracting)



FUNDING INSTRUMENTS AND FUNDING RATES
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Instrument Fundingrate

Research and Innovation Action(RIA) 100%

InnovationAction (IA) 70% / 100%

CoordinationandSupport Actions (CSA) 100%

European Research Council (ERC) 100%

Marie {ƪƱƻŘƻǿǎƪŀ-Curie Actions (MSCA) 100 %

Fast Track to Innovation 70% / 100%

Å Innovation Actions, Fast track to innovation: 100% forānon-profit organisationsó

Å The total costs (direct and indirect costs) are multiplied with the funding rate 



ωSingle article: subject of the agreement

Chapter 1: General

ωAction, duration and budget

Chapter2: Action

ωAmount, reimbursement rates, eligible costs

Chapter 3: Grant

ωTo implement the action: resources, in-kind contributions, subcontracts

ωGrant administration:  reporting, payments, audits

ωBackground and results:  access rights, protection of results, exploitation, dissemination

ωOthers: gender equality, ethics, confidentiality

Chapter 4: Rights and obligations

ωRolesand responsibilities, internal arrangements

Chapter5: Division of roles

ωRejection, reduction, recovery and penalties

ωSuspension and termination of the action

Chapter 6: Rejection, reduction, penalties, termination, etc.

ωAccession, entry into force, amendments, applicable law

Chapter7: Final provisions



Annex 1: Description of the action 

Annex 2: Estimated budget 

Annex 3: Accession Forms, 3a & 3b 

Annex 4: Financial statements 

Annex 5: Certificate on the financial statements

Annex 6: Certificate on the methodology

Horizon 2020 model Grant Agreement: 
Annexes to the GA 

Disclaimer: Information not legally binding



R For all beneficiaries and activities 
in the grant.

R Defined in the Work Programme : 

Maximum 

reimburseme

nt rates 

Research and 

technological 

development 

activities (*) 

Demonstration 

activities

Other 

activities

Network of 

excellence
50%

75% (**)

100%

Collaborative 

project(****)
50%

75% (**)

50% 100%

Coordination 

and support 

action

100% 

(***)

(*) Research and technological development includes scientific coordination. 

(**) For beneficiaries that are non-profit public bodies, secondary and higher 
education establishments, research organisations and SMEs

(***) The reimbursement of indirect eligible costs, in the case of coordination 

and support actions, may reach a maximum 7% of the direct eligible costs, 

excluding the direct eligible costs for subcontracting and the costs of resources 

made available by third parties which are not used on the premises of the 
beneficiary.

(****) Including research for the benefit of specific groups (in particular SMEs)

One project = One rate
for research actions

ü Up to 100 % of the eligible costs for 
research actions ;

ü Up to 70 % for innovation actions 
(exception for non -profit organisations  
ïup to 100%).

Reimbursement rate

Disclaimer: Information not legally binding



20% ?60% ?

Real ?

Simplified?

Single model:
25 % Flat Rate

Simplifying project management and removing recurrent errors. 

Single FLAT RATE for indirect costs 

Disclaimer: Information not legally binding



20 Disclaimer: Information not legally binding

Forms of costs

ωCosts actually incurred, identifiable and verifiable, recorded in 
the accounts, etc.

ω NEW: non-deductible VAT paid is also eligible 

Actual costs

ωA fixed amount per unit determined by the Commission 
Example: SME owners' unit cost 

ωFor average personnel cost (based on the usual accounting 
practices ςwith or without COMUC)

Unit costs

ωA percentage to be calculated on the eligible costs Example: 25 

% flat rate for indirect costs
Flat rate

ωA global amount to cover one or several cost categories 

Example: Phase 1 of the SME instrument
Lump sum



Budget categories: budget transfers

Budget transfers and re-allocation Amendment needed?

From one beneficiary to another NO

From one budget category to another NO 

Re-allocation of Annex 1 tasks YES

Transfers between forms of costs  (actual 
costs, unit costs, etc.)

YES if no budget was foreseen for the 
"form" receiving the transfer

New subcontracts YES (strongly advised)

Disclaimer: Information not legally binding



B. Direct costs of 

subcontracting

[C. Direct 

costs of fin. 

support] 

D. Other direct costs

A.1 Personnel   D.1 Travel

D.2 Equipment

D.3 Other goods and services

D.4 Costs of large research 

infrastructure

Beneficiary 1 500.000 100 3.213 150.000 0 325.000

Beneficiary 2 0 0 0 0 0 125.000

A. Direct personnel costs

A.4   SME owners without salary

Estimated eligible* costs (per budget category)

(d) (e) (f)

A.2 Natural persons under direct 

contract

A.5 Beneficiaries that are natural 

persons without salary

A.3 Seconded persons

[A.6 Personnel for providing access to 

research infrastructure]

Unit ¢

0

300.000

XX EUR/hour

(a) Total (b) No hours Total (c)

Actual Actual Actual Unit ¡Actual
Form of 

costs****

Budget categories: budget transfers

Disclaimer: Information not legally binding



Start Date: established in Article 3 GA, usually the first day of a 
month

Ĕ By default: the month following the entry into force

Ĕ Only if justified: fixed date

è General rule:   later than the date of entry into force

è Exceptionally: between the date of the submission of grant 
application and the entry into force

Duration and start date of the action

Duration: in months, established in Article 3 GA 

Disclaimer: Information not legally binding



Time-to-Pay From

One Pre - financing 30 days

From: entry into force or 
10 days before the starting 
date (whichever is the 
latest)

Ҧ wŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ р ҈ ƻŦ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ CǳƴŘ

Interim Payments 90 days
From reception of periodic 
report

Ҧ .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ό9¦ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴҐ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ  ·  ǊŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ               
rate)                                                                                                  

Ҧ [ƛƳƛǘ Ґ  фл ҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƎǊŀƴǘ όwŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ мл҈ύ

Payment of the Balance 90 days
From reception of final 
reports

Payments

Disclaimer: Information not legally binding




