
Partnership: ZFMK-ILIAUNI
Prof. Dr. Bernhard Misof, ZFMK, Bonn



Zoological Researchmuseum Alexander Koenig, 
ZFMK, Bonn

● - Leibniz Institute of Biodiversity Research and Museum

● - 1 (of 3) Natural History Museums in the Leibniz Association

● - 28 permanently employed scientists, 

● - ~80 permanently employed staff members, in total ~ 200 members

● - Annual budget 7.7 Million € + ~ 2 Million € grant money

● - Member of the Leibniz Biodiversity Alliance

● - Leading role in several international consortia on biodiversity research



 Prof. Dr. David Tarkhnishvili 
  
  
  
 (currently dean of Natural Sciences and Engineering at ILIAUNI)
  
 worked at the molecular genetic lab of ZFMK (1998; 1999-2003) 
 as a v. Humboldt- PostDoc fellow and as a coordinator of population
 genetic studies within a project “Amphibien in der Agrarlandschaft”

Ilia State University, Tbilisi, ISU



Prof. Cort L Anderson, PhD 

(currently professor at Ilia State University, 
graduate program coordinator in Applied Genetics). 

Former scientific consultant at ZFMK

Ilia State University, Tbilisi, ISU



Institutional Partnership 2006-2009 



First Molecular Genetic University lab in the 
Caucasus Region

• Created and operating: since 
2007

• Funded: CRDF, Georgian SF, 
AvH

• Studied organisms:
- Lizards
- Trout
- Horses
- Brown bear
- Wolves/dogs
- Humans
- Spruce
- Snails



Highest publication record 
in Evolution/ Biodiversity/ Ecology in the region



Continuous cooperation with ZFMK / German 
institutions in Biodiversity studies

• In 2006 Ilia State University (ISU) and The Alexander Koenig Research 
Museum (ZFMK) signed Memorandum of Understanding which 
includes joint research projects and mobility of stuff and students 
between institutions.

• The essence of the partnership project (funded by v. Humboldt 
Foundation, 2006-2009) “Endemic species of the Caucasus Ecoregion: 
Re-assessment of National and International Conservation Priorities” 
and CoRE Project “Exploring biodiversity of the Caucasian “biodiversity 
hotspot” with modern molecular-genetic methods and analytical tools” 
(Funded by GRDF 2007-2009) was the creation of a laboratory 
consortium devoted to the exploration of biodiversity of the 
Caucasus Biodiversity Hotspot. 

Team leaders: Bernhard Misof, David Tarkhnishvili



Other collaborations between ILIAUNI and German 
Institutions in Biodiversity Research

Key Georgian partners 
in international research 
projects held by German 
institutions:

Ilia State University
- Institute of Ecology
- Institute of Botany
- Institute of Zoology



Other important cooperation with Germany

• Graduate programs in Forest Science, Biodiversity, Management 
of Natural Resources supported by DAAD Langzeitdozentur 
program

• Negotiations held with University of Göttingen for further 
cooperation as University Partnerships 
(responsible person at the University of Göttingen: Prof. Dr. Ch. 
Kleinn)

• Additional support, including visiting lecturers from Germany, 
provided by GIZ 
„Caucasus Integrated biodiversity management, South Caucasus“ 



Workshop in Abastumani, Caucasus Regional 
Biodiversity (2009)





Perspectives

• Increased attractiveness of 
graduate programs in biodiversity 
research, ecology, 
genetics, forestry

• Increased international interest 
for the unique relict biodiversity 
of the Caucasus Hotspot

• Optimization of biodiversity 
monitoring and assessment,
natural resource management

Regional center for biodiversity studies, focused on research, 
education and nature conservation, potentially as a joint effort of 
German and Georgian institutions



GBOL - German Barcode of Life

Flyer www.bolgermany.de

Building a comprehensive DNA reference library of 

animals, plants and fungi in Germany



GBOL - Georgian Barcode of Life

Flyer www.bolgermany.de

Building a comprehensive DNA reference library of 

animals, plants and fungi in Georgia



Ministry of Education and Science (MES)
Minister Aleksandre Jejelava

Ministry of the Environment and Natural Research 
Protection of Georgia (MOE) 
Minister Gigla Agulashvili

Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation (SR-NSF)
Director General Marine Chitashvili

Thank You
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