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Sesavali

saqarTvelos centralur regionSi, Sida 
qarTlSi, Tbilisidan Crdilo-dasavleTiT 
daaxloebiT 45 km-ze, md. mtkvris marjvena 
napirze, kaspis raionis sof. kavTisxevis 
Crdilo ganapiras, md. kavTuras marcxena 
napirze, iq sadac patara mdinare Savwyala 
erTvis kavTuras, saxnav miwebSi mdebareobs 
namosaxlari – `cixiagora~ (tab. 1-3). geo-
morfologiurad gora amoziduli tipisaa. 
misi saSualo simaRlea 12 m, Txemis farTobi 
– 0,5 ha iyo (sur. 1-3).

GPS – 41.87449, 44.46889

Zeglis Seswavla mimdinareobda saqarT-
velos mecnierebaTa akademiis, arqeolo-
giuri kvlevis centris, kaspis raionis ar-
qeologiuri eqspediciis mier. 1971-1993 
wlebSi giorgi cqitiSvilis, 1995-2003 
wlebSi zurab maxaraZis xelmZRvanelobiT. 
gaTxrebis Sedegad dadasturda 5 kul-
turul-qronologiuri fena: adrebrin-
jaos, Suabrinjaos, gvianbrinjaos, adre-
antikuri da elinisturi xanis, romelTa 
saerTo simZlavre 6 m-s aRemateboda. 

Zeglis istoriuli topografia

cixiagoris mimdebare teritoriaze, 7 ha 
farTobze sxvadasxva droisa da xasiaTis 
Zeglia dadasturebuli1. borcvis dasavle-
TiT, md. Savwyalas gadaRma 80 m daSorebiT, 
savaraudod iyo adrebrinjaos xanis sama-
rovani, romelic ganadgurebulia. borcvis 
Crdilo-dasavleTiT 50 m-is dacilebiT Zv.w. 
XIII-VII ss. samarovani, 800 m-is dacilebiT ki 
`qasraanT miwebis~ samarovani mdebareobs, 

1  cixiagora da misi mimdebare teritoria dayofilia seqtorebad 100×100 m, seqtorebi ki kvadratebad – 4×4 m. 
seqtorebi aRiniSneba romauli cifriT, xolo kvadratebi arabuli cifriT.

CrdiloeTiT 350 metrSi `daWrilebisa~ da 
150 metrSi `sayaraulo seris~ samarovnebia. 
`sayaraulo serze~ namosaxlari yofila 
gamarTuli, romelic md. Savwyalas marcxena 
napirs aRwevs. Zv.w. III s-is da ax.w. V-VIII ss. na-
mosaxlarebi md. Savwyalas marjvena napirze, 
adgil `oqromiwebSi~ mdebareobs (tab. 3-4).

borcvis aRmosavleTiT da CrdiloeTiT 
saxnav miwebze, gamovlinda didi nasoflari 
(farTobi daaxl. 3 ha) (tab. 2). aq dadasture-
bulia Zv.w. VI-IV, III-II, da I ss-is kulturuli 
fenebi. nasaxlarebi miwis zedapirTan ax-
losaa da fragmentulad SemorCa (radganac 
es teritoria saukuneebis manZilze ixvne-
boda).

SedarebiT kargadaa SemorCenili erTi 
banursaxuraviani oroTaxiani saxli Zv.w. III 
saukunisa. igi nagebia riyis qvis saZirkvel-
ze Tixis xsnariTa da aliziT. erT oTaxSi 
organyofilebiani daxuruli samzareulo 
Rumeli da dabali saojaxo sakurTxeve-
li-samsxverploa mowyobili. meore oTaxi 
bevrad patara da sameurneo daniSnulebi-
saa. aq aRmoCnda Tixis WurWlis natexebi da 
rkinis namgali [40; 42]. 

* * *

samarovani `sayaraulo seri~ mdebare-
obs cixiagoris CrdiloeTiT 150 metrze. 
TariRdeba Zv.w. XIII-ax.w. IV s.s.-iT. aq gaiTx-
ara Zv.w. XIII s. – ax.w. pirveli saukuneebis 
ormosamarxebi, romauli xanis qvevrsa-
marxebi da Zv.w. I – ax.w. IV s-is qvayuTe-
bi. ormosamarxebSi da qvevrsamarxebSi 
micvalebuli esvena mokuntuli, marjvena 
an marcxena gverdze, qvayuTebSi – gverdze, 

giorgi cqitiSvilis 
naTel xsovnas

cixiagora
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moxrili an gulaRma gaSotili. Zv.w. XIII-XI 
s. ormosamarxebisTvis damaxasiaTebelia 
Tixis WurWlis simravle da samkauli. Zv.w. 
IX-VII s.s. ormosamarxebSi damatebiT aR-
moCnda sabrZolo iaraRi [5]. Zv.w. III-I s.s. 
ormosamarxebSi aRmoCenili inventari ar 
aris mravalferovani; Tixis WurWelTan 
erTad gvxvdeba samkauli da sxvadasxva ma-
salisa da formis mZivebi [36]. gamoirCeva 
erTi mdidruli samarxi (tab. 98-99; sur. 
45

1
) [41]. am teritoriaze 2002 wels zedapi-

ruli daTvalierebis dros, darRveul fe-
naSi aleqsandre makedonelis (Zv.w. 336-323 
ww.) vercxlis draqma aRmoCnda. monetis 
Sublze mocemulia marjvniv mimarTuli, 
lomis tyaviT Semosili, axalgazrda her-
akles Tavis (mas aleqsandre makedonelis 
saxis nakvTebi aqvs) gamosaxuleba; zurg-
ze – taxtze mjdomi zevsis gamosaxule-
ba marcxniv. mis ukan SeiniSneba gadasu-
li zedwerilis kvali (ΑΛΞΑΝΔΡΟΥ). zevss 
marjvena xelze arwivi uzis. taxts qvemoT 
monogramaa M? M? (sur. 75

3
) [28].

sayaraulo serze aRmoCenili qvevrsa-
marxebi horizontaluradaa Cafluli mi-
waSi da xSirad pirze afarebuli aqvT krami-
ti, qva an Tixis WurWlis natexi. samarxebi 
TariRdeba Zv.w. I – ax.w. I s-iT. inventars 
patara zomis sufris WurWeli da samkauli 
Seadgens [53]. qvayuTebi sxva tipis samarx-
ebTan SedarebiT cotaa. TariRdeba ax.w. I-II 
ss-iT. maT asagebad gamoyenebulia filaqve-
bi. gverdebi mTliani qvisa aqvT, saxuravi 
Sedgenilia ori an sami qvisagan. qvayuTebSi 
esvena erTi an ori micvalebuli. inventari 
Raribulia – TiTo Tixis WurWeli da mcire 
samkauli [36].

samarovani `daWrilebi~ mdebareobs 
sayaraulo seris CrdiloeTiT 200 m-ze. 
TariRdeba Zv.w. IV s. Sua xanebsa da meore 
naxevriT. aq mxolod qvevrsamarxebia. sama-
rovanze dadasturda naxmar qvevrebSi da-
krZalvis araerTi faqti. zogierTi qvevri 
wiTeli saRebaviTaa moxatuli. gaTxrili 
samarxebi TiTqmis identuria, rac damarx-
ulTa erTgvarovan socialur mdgomareo-
baze miuTiTebs. samarxi qvevrebi horizon-
taluradaa Cafluli miwaSi, piriT aRmo-
savleTisaken. inventari ZiriTadad sufris 
WurWeli da samkaulia [24; 28]. 

cixiagoris maxloblad gaiTxara kidev 
erTi – `qasraanT miwebis~ samarovani, romel-
ic mdebareobs cixigoris Crdilo-dasavle-
TiT 800 metrze. samarovani 600 m2 farTobs mo-
icavs. TariRdeba Zv.w. VI-IV ss.-iT. samarovanze 
gaiTxara ormosamarxebi, romelTa nawili 
gadaxuruli iyo filaqvebiT. samarxebSi Zir-
iTadad TiTo micvalebuli iyo dakrZaluli. 
micvalebulebi esvena marjvena an marcxena 
gverdze mokuntuli. samarxebSi iataki Tix-
iTaa mosworebuli: zogierT maTgans etyoba 
qsovilis an tyavis kvali. samarxebSi aRmoCn-
da Tixis WurWeli, rkinis nivTebi, samkaulebi 
da zogjer iaraRic. or samarxSi micvalebuli 
esvena maT qveS mdebare samarxebis gadamxurav 
filaqvaze, sruliad uinventarod [1].

amdenad, istoriuli topografia gvi-
Cvenebs, rom am mikroregionis centraluri 
adgili cixiagoras borcvia, sadac pirve-
li dasaxleba adrebrinjaos xanaSi Cndeba. 
borcvi da mimdebare teritoria yvelaze 
intensiurad Zv.w. V-I ss-Si iyo aTvisebuli, 
rodesac borcvis Txemze arqiteqturuli 
kompleqsi funqcionirebda (tab. 3-4). 
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elinisturi/postaqemeniduri  

xanis fena

cixiagoris Txemi 30-iani wlebidan siste-
maturad ixvneboda, amitom zeda fenebi da-
zianebuli da dangreuli iyo. goris zeda-
pirze ori kuzi SeiniSneboda. erTi – goris 
Crdilo-aRmosavleT mxares (iq sadac III do-
nis taZari gaiTxara), xolo meore – Crdi-
lo-dasavleT nawilSi (me-III donis wisqvil-
isa da #15 oTaxis Tavze). am or kuzs Soris 
Cavardnili adgili iyo, xolo goris mTeli 
zedapiri – odnav daferdebuli samxreTis 
mimarTulebiT. amitom gaTxrebis dros 
goris zedapirze sxvadasxva adgilas sxva-
dasxva suraTi iqmneboda. saerTo simZlavre 
elinisturi fenisa 4,5 m-s aRwevda. XXI-XXII 
da XXVII seqtorebSi ori samSeneblo done 
dadasturda, romelic III donis sataZro 
kompleqsze gadadioda. xolo XXVI seqtor-
Si – mxolod erTi done. III samSeneblo do-
nis (sataZro kompleqsi) nangrevebi alag-
alag uSualod kordovani fenis qveSac 
iCenda Tavs. aqev unda aRvniSnoT, rom XXVI 
seqtoris 12, 13, 14, 37, 38, 39, 62, 63, 64, 87, 88, 
89 kvadratebSi mTeli farTobi buldoze-
ris mier gadaTxril-amoCiCqnili iyo, jer 
kidev eqspediciis Casvlamde am regionSi. 
amitom zeda fenebi mtkvar-araqsis hori-
zontamde absoluturad dangreuli iyo. 
XXI da XXVI seqtorebSi I samSeneblo donem 
uSualod kordovani fenis qveS iCina Tavi. 
aq aRmoCnda mxolod qvevrebis qveda nax-
evrebi, romelTa Cadgmisas dauzianebiaT II 
fenis donis qvis kedlebi da zogjer III do-
nis (sataZro kompleqsi) nangrevi alizebic. 
ori qvevri horizontalurad ido, maTSi 
adamianis Zvlebis mcire natexebi aRmoCnda. 
XXI seqtorSi gaTxrebamde balaxis fenaSi 
Canda mimobneuli riyis qvisa da keramikis 
natexebi. kordovani fenis aRebisa da riyis 
qvis nayaris gasufTavebis Semdeg, met-nak-
lebad 0,3 m siRrmeze gamovlinda riyis qviT 
nagebi Senobis fragmenti. SemorCenili iyo 
am Senobis dasavleTisa da CrdiloeTis ke-
dlebis fragmentebi, romlebic erTmaneT-
Tan kuTxes kraven. dasavleT kedlis sig-
rZea 6,5 m (deformirebulia), CrdiloeTisa 
– 4 m. kedelTa sigane met-naklebad 0,75 m-ia. 
dasavleT kedlis dasavleTiT, am kedlis 

gaswvriv 3 oTxkuTxa kldis qva ido. or maT-
ganze SeimCneva xis mrgvali anabeWdebi, ese-
ni Cans svetis baliSebi iyo. baliSebs Soris 
manZili saSualod 1,6 metria. Cans es Senoba 
winkarian derefniani iyo. misi gaTxrisas ar 
amosula kramitTa natexebi da vvaraudobT, 
rom am Senobas banuri gadaxurva hqonda. 
winkaris svetebis dasavleTiT, iqve 564-
589 kvadratebSi, aRmoCnda 9 patara qvevri 
gafantulad, sanaxevrod miwaSi Cadgmu-
li, maTi mxolod qveda naxevrebi SemorCa. 
garda amisa aq aRmoCnda ori cali oryura 
didi dergi. orive dergi moxatulia wiTe-
li saRebaviT. erTze Subosani mxedrebis 
nadirobis scenebia frizad gamosaxuli. 
meoreze – batebis msgavsi frinvelebi (tab. 
28-29; sur. 46-47). orive dergis moxatulo-
ba siuJeturadac da maneriTac Zalze hgavs 
samadlos qvevrTa moxatulobas. am fenis 
keramikul masalaSi sWarbobs sameurneo 
Tixis WurWelTa natexebi. meti wili Zir-
iTadad wiTelkeciani Tixis WurWelia. 
gvxvdeba Savad gamomwvar-gaprialebuli 
sufris WurWlis natexebic. saerTod es 
nageboba (riyis qviT nagebi) da misi iatakis 
done mdebareobda mTliani Tixis masaze. 
igi ar SeiZleboda yofiliyo dedaqani, am-
denad aSkarad Cans, rom es fena, miuxeda-
vad samadlos msgavsi moxatulobisa, ufro 
axalia, vidre III samSeneblo doneze gaTxri-
li taZris kompleqsi [42]. 

I dones ekuTvnis 589-e kvadratSi gaTx-
rili erTi ormosamarxi. igi aRmoCnda mi-
wis zedapiridan 0,15 m siRrmeze, uSualod 
kordovan fenaSi. ConCxica da Tan Cayoli-
li inventari damtvreuli da areuli iyo. 
samarxSi ConCxidan SerCenili iyo mxolod 
kidurebis Zvlebi. Canda, rom micvalebuli 
damxrobili iyo TaviT aRmosavleTisaken. 
majaze hqonda rkinis samajuri, romlis 
mxolod fragmentebi aRmoCnda. Tixis Wur-
Wlebidan micvalebuls Tan Cayolebuli 
hqonda: Savpriala, bakoprofilirebuli 
mozrdili jami (fragm.), aseTive, oRond 
ufro patara jami (Tavis droze gatexili 
da Sesakravad gaxvretili), sferoseburi, 
uZiro Savpriala WurWlis natexebi (tab. 
32

1,2
). am samarxis stratigrafia, misi CaWra 

moxatul dergebian fenaSi, samarxis iat-
akis mdebareoba qveda fenis alizis nan-
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grevebis amorful masaze da inventaric mas 
aTariRebs Zv.w. II-I ss-is mijniT [42]. 

II done uSaulod adevs III samSeneblo do-
nis nangrevebs (taZris). es done XXII da XXVII 
seqtorebSi warmodgenilia riyis qviT Tix-
is xsnarze nagebi kedlebis fragmentebiT. 
rogorc Cans, am doneSi mravali did-pa-
tara saTavsoebiani nageboba iyo, magram im-
denad fragmentuladaa SemorCenili, rom 
ufro garkveviT am nagebobaTa gegmis war-
modgena Wirs. nagebobaTa es fragmentebi 
mdebareobda miwis zedapirTan 0,1-0,2 m siR-
rmeze da maTi SemorCenili simaRle 0,2-0,3 
m iyo. am kedlebs ukavSirdeba kulturuli 
fena, romelic ZiriTadad warmodgenil-
ia Savad gamomwvari Tixis WurWlebiT. maT 
Soris aRsaniSnavia profilirebulpiriani 
jamebi da kargad gaprialebulzedapiri-
ani doqebi. am masalis mixedviT II fena Zv.w. 
III-II ss-iT unda daTariRdes (tab. 35, 37-38; 
sur. 48-49). am fenaSi gaiTxara ori samarxi, 
erTi maTgani ekuTvnoda patara bavSvs. igi 
dakrZaluli iyo oryura wiTlad moxat-
ul dergSi. samarxi aRmoCnda XXII seqtoris 
559-e kvadratSi, riyis qviT nagebi kedlis 
fragmentis gaswvriv, 0,7 m siRrmeze CaSve-
buli. Cans bavSvi saxlSi daumarxavT. sa-
marx dergs cali yuri aqvs SemorCenili. ga-
momwvaria vardisfrad, mxarze Semouyveba 
wiTeli saRebaviT datanili, wveriT qveviT 
mimarTuli samkuTxedebis mwkrivi. mas qve-
moT Semosdevs ori paraleluri sartyeli, 
samarxi uinventaro iyo. meore samarxi aR-
moCnda XXVI seqtoris 100-e kvadratSi. sa-
marxi ormo CauWriaT III donis nangrevebSi 
da Casulan III donis dangrevis droindel 
zedapirze (taZris ezos galavnis dasav-
leT karis win). samarxSi aRmoCnda mozr-
dili adamianis ConCxi kidurebmokecili. 
micvalebuls Tan Catanebuli hqonda: brin-
jaos mavTulis ori sayure, rkinis samaju-
ri, Savpriala fiala da doqi (tab. 34

1-4
).

gansxvavebuli suraTi warmogvidgeba 
XXI seqtorSi, radgan aq II samSeneblo do-
nis nagebobebi uSualod CaSenebulia III 
donis SenobebSi. XXI seqtoris 564, 565, 590, 
591 kvadratebSi gaiTxara #17 saTavso. igi 
aSkarad III donis #16 saTavsoSi (safqve-
li oTaxi) Cans CaSenebuli misi dangrevis 
Semdeg (tab. 17; sur. 23). #17 saTavsos ke-

dlebis orientacia TiTqmis emTxveva #16 
saTavsos (III done) orientacias, magram ise 
Cans, rom mSeneblebs angariSi ar gauwevi-
aT, Tu ar codniaT, #16 saTavsos kedelTa 
arseboba da isini ar gamouyenebiaT. is ki 
ara da im kedlebamde arc ki amouwmendiaT 
saamSeneblo ormo, #16 saTavsos (III done) 
CrdiloeT da aRmosavleT kedlebamde 10-
15 sm-ia datovebuli da am axali, #17 saT-
avsos kedlebi isea amoyvanili. es saTavso 
gacilebiT naklebi farTobisaa, vidre #16 
saTavso (III done). kedelTa sisqe 1,1 m-ia, 
karebi gaWrilia samxreT kedelSi. karis 
Wrilis sigane 0,9 m-ia. karis Wrilis gare 
pirTan xis wirTxli yofila; Zeli daaxloe-
biT 30 sm-iT Sedioda aqeT-iqiT kedlebSi. 
am saTavsos kedlebis SerCenili simaRlea 
1,9-2,0 m. kedlebi aliziTaa nagebi. mSeneb-
lobaSi alizebis SemakavSireblad uxmari-
aT nacarnarevi an sufTa nacris xsnari. 
alizebi nawyobia morigeobiT – naxevari 
alizi, mTeli da isev naxevari; Semdeg rig-
Si ori mTeli alizi da a.S. yoveli ori ri-
gis Semdeg kedlebSi sigrZiv Zelebia da-
tanebuli alizebs Soris. xis Zelebi 12X15 
sm kveTisaa, rac alizis sisqesTan aris Se-
Tanxmebuli. kedlebi yvela Selesilia. maT 
odnav da isic alag-alag etyobaT Sebolvis 
kvali, rac xanZris ar unda iyos. iatakad III 
donis #16 saTavsos (safqveli oTaxi) iat-
akia gamoyenebuli. wisqvilis damwvar ia-
takze Txel fenad miwaa dayrili. am oTax-
is (#17) daniSnulebaze mxolod erTs vi-
tyviT, rom igi agebulia III donis sataZro 
kompleqsis ganadgurebisTanave, mis nan-
grevebSi. da rom, savaraudod, aq inaxavdnen 
wminda cecxlis nacars. am oTaxSi aRmoCnda 
Tixis yavisfrad gamomwvari oryura jami 
– cecxlis WurWeli – savse sufTa nacriT 
(tab. 34

6-8
). sCans kultmsaxurebma taZris 

nangrevebSi saxeldaxelod ganaaxles misi 
funqciebi. garda amisa #17 saTavsoSi aR-
moCnda wiTlad da Savad gamomwvari, Zir-
iTadad, didi dergis natexebi (tab. 41). #17 
saTavsos aRmosavleTiT (III donis marnis 
Tavze) gaiTxara erTi saTavso zomiT 7×6,5 
m, romlis Crdilo-aRmosavleT kuTxeSi ga-
sufTavda xovluri tipis Rumeli. am saT-
avsoSi sxva araferi yofila. kedlebi da ia-
taki araa damwvari. xis naSTebic alag-alag 
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Caferflila (sidampliT). aseTive saTavso 
gamovlinda mis dasavleTiT. eseni qmnian 
erT oroTaxian nagebobas (18, 19), Tumca 
maT Soris karebi ar Cans, is ki Cans, rom es 
nageboba #17 saTavsos droindeli unda 
iyos. e.i. III donis taZris dangrevis Semdegi 
droisa. am oTaxebis funqciis Sesaxeb sau-
bari Zneldeba imis gamo, rom aq xovluri 
Rumelis garda araferi dadasturebula. 
#19 saTavsoSi aRmoCnda saxuravis Zelebi 
(Campali) da erTi svetis naSTi. ##18, 19 sa-
Tavsoebs saxuravi banuri hqondaT, razec 
aSkarad miuTiTebs is faqti, rom kramitis 
arc erTi natexi aq ar aRmoCenila. am saT-
avsos prepariaciis dros aRmoCnda, rom 
samzareulo Rumeli miSenebuli iyo III do-
nis galavnis kedlis damwvar Selesilobaze 
e.i. esec ganaxlebuli saTavsoa da III donis 
taZris kuTvnili fena qveSaa. am saTavsoeb-
Si arqeologiuri masala Zalze cota iyo, 
isic ZiriTadad samzareulo Tixis WurWe-
li (tab. 42-43).

XXVI seqtoris 42 kvadratSi aRmoCenil-
ia didi zomis qvayuTi, Sedgenili oTxi 
didi qvis filiTa da gadaxuruli ori fil-
iT. qvayuTSi aRmoCnda qristianulad da-
krZaluli micvalebulis ConCxi. samarxs 
dangreuli aqvs Zvel kedelTa naSTebi da 
iataki, micvalebuls sruliad araferi 
hqonda Catanebuli. saerTod cixiagoraze 
qritianuli mxolod erTi samarxia, albaT 
misi arseboba SemTxveviTia. 

amave seqtorSi gaiTxara erTi Senobis 
nawili, igi nagebia aliziT, romelsac sa-
Zirkvlad riyis qva aqvs, erT da zog mon-
akveTSi or rigad. am Senobis iataki Tixat-
kepnilia. iatakze eyara mxolod gadaxur-
vis nawilebi. Senobis sigrZiv RerZze danax-
Sirebuli xis Zeli dadasturda, romelsac 
orive mxriv ganStoebebi hqonda Tevzifx-
ura (Tavxe da gadasakidebeli). Zelebis am 
naSTebis Tavze eyara wiTlad SeRebili da 
SeuRebavi kramiti. rogorc Cans es Seno-
ba kramitiT, orferda saxuraviT yofila 
gadaxuruli. stratigrafiulad es Senoba 
yvelaze zeviT mdebareobs am seqtorSi. mis 
qveS iyo III samSeneblo donis kuTvnili saT-
avso (saTone), romelic am nagebobas Zlier 
dauzianebia [42, gv. 7-11]. 

sataZro kompleqsi

cixiagoraze yvelaze kargad Senaxuli 
da yvelaze mZlavrad warmodgenili iyo III 
done, romelsac goris mTeli Txemi ekava. 
am fenaSi gaiTxara sataZro kompleqsi, ro-
melic Sedgeboda: taZris, beRlis, marnis, 
safqveli oTaxis, saTonis, satrapezosa da 
sacxovrebeli nagebobebisagan (SemdgomSi 
gasagebi rom iyos zogierTi detalis aRw-
erisas maTi daculoba, gasaTvaliswinebe-
lia, rom mTeli kompleqsi xanZriTaa ganad-
gurebuli da swored, bevr SemTxvevaSi, aman 
ganapiroba maTi Senaxva) (tab. 5-6; sur. 1-3).

sataZro kompleqsis ZiriTad nagebobas 
warmoadgens Tavad taZari (#1 saTavso), 
taZris Sida ezo, #2 da #10 saTavsoebi. yve-
la es nageboba erTi samSeneblo teqnikiTaa 
agebuli da erT saxuravqveS iyo moqceuli 
(tab. 5, 10; sur. 4-13). 

ZiriTadi nagebobis kedlebis qveda naw-
ili nagebia kldis fleTili qviT, mSrali 
wyobiT, orpirad. sapire qvebi sigrZivaa gad-
abmuli, kedlis sisqeSi ki ara. am or pirs So-
ris uformo nagleji qva da xurdaa Cayrili, 
wyoba uxsnaroa da kedlis perangis sisqeSi 
gadasabmelad gamoyenebulia xis ganZelebi, 
ramac mkvidrad Sekra kedeli. ganZelebi sa-
Zirkvlis qvis meore rigis Semdeg iwyeba da 
ganlagebulia sigrZiv yovel 0,75-0,8 m-ze, 
simaRleSi ki – 0,35-0,45 m-ze. kedlebis sisqe 
1,5 m-ia. qvis wyobis simaRle 2 m-ia (#10 saT-
avsoSi – 3,5 m). Semdeg kedeli alizis aguris 
wyobiTaa ayvanili (zog adgilas SemorCe-
nili iyo alizis rva rigi). yvelaze maRali 
kedlis fragmenti 4,25 m-ia. savaraudoa, rom 
kedlis simaRle sul cota 6 m mainc iyo. al-
izis aguri erTmaneTTan Tixis xsnariTaa 
dakavSirebuli da maTi horizontaluri da 
vertikaluri gadabma sruliad myaria. amas 
apirobebs isic, rom kvadratul alizebTan 
erTad wyobaSi gamoyenebulia naxevari agu-
ri (0,42×0,42×0,2 m; 0,42×0,21×0,2 m). kedlebi 
orive mxridan Selesilia Tixisa da bzis na-
revi xsnariT [42; 110].

taZari da Sida ezo

taZari (#1 saTavso) TiTqmis kvadratu-
lia. misi Sida zomebia 8×7,5 m. dgas kvadra-
tul Sida ezoSi ise, rom ezos zRudisa da 
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taZris CrdiloeTi kedeli saerToa (tab. 
5-6, 10; sur. 3

1
). samxreT kedelSi gaWrilia 

kari (sigane - 1,6 m), romlis amyolebi alyad 
dadgmuli qvebiTaa mowyobili. aRmosav-
leT da dasavleT kedlebSi ki sarkmlebia 
gaWrili (sigane - 1,7 m). isini 0,75 m-ze ufro 
maRlaa iatakis donidan. Senobis iatakad 
dagebulia xis Zelebi Wadrakulad, daax-
loebiT 2,5×2,5 m-is farTobze. erT mon-
akveTze Zelebi Tu erTi mimarTulebiT 
awyvia mijriT, mis mezobel aseTive far-
Tobis ujraSi Zelebi awyvia pirvelis per-
pendikularulad. saerTod mTeli iataki 
ase ujra-ujra Secvlili mimarTulebiT 
nawyobi ZelebiTaa mogebuli da molesilia 
TixiT. darbazis SuagulSi aRmoCnda far-
To, qvis kvadratuli fila. iatakze cel-
aSi mdgara TixiT nakeTebi svetiseburi 
sakurTxeveli (tab. 45

1
). g. cqitiSvilis az-

riT am saTavsoSi gadaxurvisaTvis aucile-
beli sveti idga centrSi, albaT xisa, rom-
lis kapitelic unda yofiliyo #10 saT-
avsoSi aRmoCenili xaris ormagprotomiani 
svetisTavi (kapiteli) (tab. 96; sur.78). #1 
nagebobaSi sarTulSorisi gadaxurvis kva-
li ar dadasturebula. Cveulebriv sacx-
ovrebel da sameurneo nagebobebs aseTi 
simaRle ar esaWiroebaT. xolo taZars ki 
aseTi simaRle sazeimo iers aZlevs. es Se-
noba TiTqmis carieli aRmoCnda, arqeolo-
giuri masalis TvalsazrisiT. aRmoCenili 
iqna wiTlad moxatuli keramikis ramoden-
ime fragmenti (tab. 46), rkinis lursmnebi 
(didi da patara), agreTve rkinis `xelkete-
bi~, gamsxvilebuli TavebiT (sur. 68). 

taZars sami mxridan (aRmosavleTis, samx-
reTis da dasavleTis mxridan) akravs Sida 
ezo, sadac taZris karis gaswvriv 2,8 m-is 
daSorebiT, ezos TiTqmis Sua adgilas dgas 
mSrali wyobiT nagebi sakurTxeveli, ro-
melic gegmiT marTkuTxaa (sur. 3

1
, 8

1
). misi 

zomebia 2,5×3,2 m, simaRle – 1,9 m. Cans esaa 
misi Tavdapirveli simaRlec, radganac 
Tavze SerCenili iyo Tixis gadalesiloba 
da nacari. sakurTxevelze aRmoCnda cxvris 
damwvari neknebi da patara dana. taZris 
ezos samxreT-aRmosavleT kuTxeSi fleTi-
li qvisa da Tixisagan mowyobili iyo 0,2-0,25 
m simaRlis baqani, romlis zomebia – 3,5×3,5 
m-ze, misi zedapiri TixiT ise iyo gadalesi-

li, rom Suagulisaken Rrmavdeboda (tab. 
5, 10). SeiZleba gamoiTqvas varaudi, rom 
es baqani gankuTvnili iyo Sewiruli cxov-
elis dasaklavad. Sida ezoSi Sesasvleli 
kari gaWrili iyo zRudis aRmosavleTisa 
da dasavleTis kedlebSi. yvela karis amy-
oli alyad dadgmuli qvebiTaa mowyobili. 
Sida ezos dasavleT karis zRurblTan da-
naxSirebuli xis Zelebis naSTebi aRmoCnda 
erTmaneTTan ise mijrili, rom iqmneboda 
STabeWdileba Camovardnili karisa. taZ-
ris Sida ezoSi mravlad aRmoCnda alizis 
Selesilobis fragmentebi, romlebzec sx-
vadasxva formis anabeWdebia. am anabeWdebis 
umetesoba aRmoCnda Sida ezos aRmosavleT 
derefanSi. mrgvali formis anabeWdSi ga-
mosaxulia faskunji, mze, iremi, oTxkuTxa 
formis anabeWdebSi gamosaxulia mxedari, 
frTosani iremi an cxeni, ZaRli. anabeWdeb-
Si Sida ezos sxva monakveTebSic aRmoCnda, 
magram mcire raodenobiT (tab. 91-94; sur. 
69-73). 

garda amisa aq aRmoCnda Calisfrad ga-
momwvari saxuravebi, koWobi, wiTlad SeR-
ebili jamebi, qvevris oriode fragmenti, 
romlebic wiTeli saRebaviTaa moxatuli, 
amforis msgavsi WurWlis fragmenti, e.w. 
`Taroseburi~ nivTi (tab. 50-51).

#2 saTavso

taZris dasavleT kedelsa da Sida ezos 
galavans Soris aliziT nagebi tixaria da 
amiT iqmneba erTi patara saTavso (#2). mas-
Si Sesasvleli kari samxreT kedelSi, tix-
arSia mowyobili (sur. 9). karis marcxena 
mxares xis sveti mdgara, romlis bude da 
Sig Cavardnili naxSiriRa SemorCa. sCans 
is sveti iyo, romelzedac kari iyo Camok-
idebuli. kari calfrTiania da etyoba Sig-
niT iReboda.

#2 saTavso gamoirCeoda arqeologiu-
ri masalis siuxviT. am oTaxSi iatakze aR-
mosavleT kedlis Ziras egdo Tixisagan 
naZerwi sami disko, romelTa cal mxares 
reliefuri jvrebia gamosaxuli (tab. 47). 
es diskoebi Cans kedelze iyo miZerwili da 
Senobis dangrevisas Camovardnila. iqvea 
napovni (oTaxis samxreT-dasavleT kuTxe-
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Si) alizis Selesilobis fragmentebi, ro-
melzec ramodenime oTxkuTxa da mrgva-
li formis anabeWdebia; oTxkuTxa formis 
anabeWdSi mxedris gamosaxuleba iyo, xolo 
mrgval anabeWdSi – jvris gamosaxuleba; 
#2 saTavsoSi saxuravis nangrevis qveS da 
uSualod iatakze aRmoCnda vardisfrad 
gamomwvari doqebi, Calisferi saxuravebi, 
romlebic wiTeli saRebaviTaa moxatuli, 
aseve wiTeli saRebaviTaa moxatuli derge-
bis natexebi. aqve iyo amforis da misi msgav-
si WurWlis yelis natexi (tab. 48-49). aseTi 
didi raodenobiT sufris WurWlis arsebo-
ba am oTaxSi SeiZleba avxsnaT imiT, rom es 
iyo sataZro WurWlis Sesanaxi oTaxi [42]. 

#10 saTavso
 

N#1 da #2 saTavsos CrdiloeTidan ekvris 
gegmaSi aRmosavleT-dasavleTiT wagr-
Zelebuli, sworkuTxa saTavso, romlis Sida 
zomebia 18×4,5 m (saTavso #10) (tab. 5, 10-11; 
sur. 10-13). saTavsos kari gaWrili aqvs 
dasavleT kedelSi (sigane - 1,4 m). es saTavso 
orsarTuliani yofila. pirveli sarTulis 
kedlebi 3,5 m-is simaRleze nagebia kld-
is fleTili qviT. meore sarTuli ki – al-
izis agurebiT. sarTulSorisi gadaxurvis 
Zelebis budeebi ganlagebulia qvis kedel-
ze. meore sarTulis kedlis alizis aguris 
wyoba SemorCenili iyo 1,5 m simaRleze. sar-
TulSorisi gadaxurvis Zelebis budeebis 
RerZebs Soris manZili 0,9 m-ia, mxolod erT 
SemTxvevaSia 0,85 m da erTSi – 0,95 m. gadamx-
uri Zelebi saTavsos siganezea gadebuli. 
saTavsos iatakad dagebulia erTmaneTze 
mWidrod mijrili sigrZivi Zelebi, rom-
lebic TavisTavad qvebze dalagebul xis 
koWebs eyrdnoboda. qvis baliSebi dalage-
buli iyo sam rigad saTavsos sigrZeze ise, 
rom qvaTa centrebs Soris daSoreba 1,6 m 
iyo. mTeli es konstruqcia gadalesili iyo 
TixiT. #10 saTavsos samxreTis kedlis gas-
wvriv gaiTxara taxtis msgavsi baqani, rom-
lis zomebia 3,1×0,8 m, simaRliT – 0,5 m. igi 
nagebia riyis qviT da gadalesilia TixiT. 
mis win mowyobili iataki SemaRlebuli iyo 
0,25 m-iT. 

saTavsos iatakze dasavleT nawilSi, Ses-
asvlel karTan, samxreT kedlis gaswvriv 

ori qvevri idga (miwis zevidan). Crdilo ked-
lis gaswvriv alizebisgan mowyobili yofi-
la sami kodi. karebidan pirvelSi Wvavi eyara, 
Semdeg orSi ki patara qvevrebi idga (isev mi-
wis zeviT). oTxive qvevri wiTeli saRebaviT 
moxatuli sartylebiTaa Semkuli. 

am saTavsoSi iatakze aRmoCnda baTqaSe-
bis natexebi, romelTac SerCenili aqvT sa-
beWdavTa anabeWdebi. anabeWdebi oTxnairia 
Tavisi moxazulobiT: samkuTxedi, oTx-
kuTxedi, wriuli da ovaluri. TavisTavad 
oTxive es saxeoba warmodgenilia did-pa-
tarad. zogze mzea, zogze ZaRli, jixvi, cx-
eni, iremi. baTqaSebi sabeWdavis anabeWdeb-
iT aRmoCenili iyo Camoqceuli kedlebis 
grovaSi. mxolod erT adgilas aRmosav-
leT kedelze TiTqmis `mikruli~ aRmoCn-
da oTxi anabeWdiani baTqaSis mozrdili 
natexi. TiTqmis mikruli imitom, rom am 
natexsa da kedlis Selesilobas Soris sxva 
ramiT Sevsebuli sivrce aRar iyo. aSkarad 
Canda, rom Zelebis anabeWdian baTqaSs ̀ kar-
gi~ piri kedlisaken hqonda miqceuli. isic 
aSkara iyo, rom es natexi Weridan iyo Camoq-
ceul-Camowolili. Zelebis kvali baTqaSis 
natexs zemodan qvemoT Camouyveboda e.i. 
Tu am baTqaSs Werisad miviCnevT, maSin gam-
ova, rom Zelebi saTavsos sigrZiv iqneboda 
dalagebuli, rac am SemTxvevaSi gamarTle-
bulia. am saTavsoSi sarTulSorisi gadax-
urvis koWebi xom sigrZiv kedlebze iyo 
dalagebuli da Weris gadaxurva mijrili 
ZelebiT am koWebze unda dalagebuliyo. 
erTi aseTi natexi aRmoCnda am saTavsos 
CrdiloeT kedelzec, isic `mikruli~, aq 
ki ori Zelis kvali mas oTaxis grZivi Re-
rZis mimarTulebiT miuyveboda. Tu am or 
monacems erTmaneTs SevajerebT, gamova 
rom es ori SemTxveva unda CaiTvalos Wer-
is baTqaSis natexebad. yvelaze saintereso 
isaa, rom am `mikruli~ baTqaSebis aRebisas 
maT SigniTa pirze, romliTac isini ked-
lis baTqaSebze iyvnen `mikruli~, SeimCne-
va sabeWdavTa anabeWdebi, erTmaneTTan ax-
lo-axlo moTavsebuli. sxva anabeWdebiani 
baTqaSebis natexebic mxolod kedlebis 
gaswvriv gvxvdeboda. TiTqmis ar yofi-
la arc erTi SemTxveva maTi saTavsos Sua 
adgilas, kedlidan did manZilze moSore-
biT aRmoCenisa. yvelafers Tu gaviTval-
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iswinebT, SeiZleba davuSvaT, rom sabeW-
davebiT Wers `amkobdnen~, oRond mTli-
anad ki ara, aramed kedlebis gaswvriv, maT 
Semoyolebaze. zogierT anabeWdian natexs 
etyoboda qvis wyobis kvali, zogs ki, ro-
melic aSkarad kuTxisa iyo, erT sibrtyeze 
qvis wyobisa da meoreze – xis Zelisa. da Tu 
am monacemebsac miviRebT mxedvelobaSi, 
SeiZleba davuSvaT, rom sabeWdavebiT Sem-
koba xdeboda kedlis baTqaSebisac, oRond 
WerTan axlos. e.i. damRavdnen saTavsoebis 
kedlebsa da Wers maTi SeerTebis adgilas 
da es `Semkoba~ saTavsos Wers irgvliv Se-
mouyveboda. 

g. cqitiSvilis azriT, aq SeiZleba gagvax-
sendes xalxSi darCenili Cveuleba Weris 
dalocvisa saxlis mSeneblobis dasrulebi-
sas da TiTqmis yvela qarTul sufraze 
aucilebeli sadRegrZelo. savaraudod, aq 
es ritualia Catarebuli – Weri daloces 
da yvela maT, visac xelewifeboda, Tavian-
Ti sabeWdaviT aRniSnes, sanam Tixa nedli 
iyo. sainteresoa, rom erT gamosaxulebiani 
damRa jgufad iyo ganlagebuli, Semdeg ki 
meore jgufi – sxva gamosaxulebiani da a.S. 

amave saTavsoSi iatakidan 1,4 m. simaR-
leze, alizis kedlis mTlian masaze, rome-
lic TavisTavad saxuravi kramitis nayarze 
egdo, aRmoCnda celas centridan gadmoq-
ceuli sveti da kirqvis kapiteli, romel-
ic Cans ngrevisas CrdiloeTisaken waiqca. 
saerTod mTeli ngreva CrdiloeTiskenaa 
mimarTuli. kapiteli gamoqandakebulia 
kirqvisagan da warmoadgens erTmaneTi-
sadmi zurgSeqceuli xarebis gamosaxule-
bas (tab. 96; sur. 78). ufro swori iqnebo-
da gveTqva aq gamoqandakebulia mozvrebi, 
rqebi maT jer kidev patara aqvT. mozvre-
bis nestoebi daberilia, ris gamosaxatavad 
ostats nestoebis zeviT da tuCebis zemoT 
sam-sami Rari amoukveTia (naoWebi – nestoe-
bis dabervis dros rom uCndebaT xarebs). 
aseTive sam-sami Rari aqvT amokveTili 
Tvalebis zemoTac. yvelaferi es qmnis 
mozvris (xaris) daZabul da gabrazebul 
gamometyvelebas. orive mozvers ybebze 
mZivebis asxmasaviT reliefuri zoli gas-
devT. orives gverdze or-or zolad fo-
Tlovani ornamentis msgavsi Semkuloba 
dauyvebaT. mokecili muxlebis irgvliv 

orives Semosdevs or-ori Rari. aseve Rare-
biTaa gamoyvanili koWTan myesebi. orives 
Cliqebis zemoT isev mZivebis asxmasaviT re-
liefuri zoli gasdevT. mozvrebis (xare-
bis) SeerTebis adgili Cazneqil-CaRrmave-
bulia [42]. 

garda amisa, nangrevebSi alizis qveS 
didi raodenobiT gvxvdeboda sxvadasxva 
zomis rkinis lursmnebi (sur. 68). aRsaniS-
navia aq aRmoCenili rkinis iaraRi, romelic 
Tavisi formiT mogvagonebs walds. iaraRi 
damtvreulia da mTliani formis warmod-
gena ver xerxdeba. amaT garda am saTavso-
Si aRmoCnda doqis yuri, Calisferi Tix-
isa, wiTeli saRebaviT datanili xazebiT. 
jamebis pir-gverdisa da Ziris natexebi, 
muqi moyavisfro saRebaviT SeRebili. Zir-
iTadad gvxvdeboda did dergTa natexebi 
(tab. 52-54). moxatuli WurWlis simcirem da 
misma arsebobam iatakidan 3 m-is simaRleze 
gvafiqrebina, rom es WurWeli meore sar-
Tulidan Camoqceul sarTulSoris gadax-
urvas Camoyva.

yvela zemoT aRwerili Senoba (taZari, 
Sida ezo, #2 da #10 saTavsoebi) gadaxuru-
li iyo brtyeli da Rariseburi kramitiT. 

#10 saTavso mis dasavleTiT mdebare 
derefans ukavSirdeba kariT, romlis 
WrilSi aRmoCnda xis danaxSirebuli Zele-
bi – kibiseburad ganlagebuli. derefnis 
iataki 0,65 m-iT maRla mdebareobda #10 sa-
Tavsos iatakze. kibis safexurebi kedelSi 
sagangebod mowyobil fosoebSi Sedioda. 
e.i. kibe Senobis aSenebisTanavea gakeTebu-
li [110].

galavani da koSkebi

ZiriTadi nagebobis agebisTanave sCans 
agebuli galavani, romelic SemozRudavda 
cixiagoras mTel Txems (tab. 5-6). sataZro 
kompleqsSi Semavali yvela danarCeni nage-
boba galavnis agebis Semdeg sCans aSenebu-
li, radgan isini mWidrod midgmuli arian 
galavnis mobaTqaSebul kedelze (garda sa-
trapezosa da saTonisa).

galavani, romelic SemozRudavda cix-
iagoras sataZro kompleqss, kontrforse-
biani da koSkebiani iyo. igi mTlianad al-
iziT iyo nagebi fleTili an riyis qvis sa-
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Zirkvelze. mxolod erT SemTxvevaSi dadas-
turda galavnis kedelSi sigrZiv Catanebu-
li Zeli (#10 oTaxis ukan). kedlis sigane 2,2 
m udrida. galavans garedan xreSnarevi ri-
yis qvis javSani hqonda miyrili, xolo Sida 
piri mobaTqaSebuli iyo. 

goris Crdilo-aRmosavleT kuTxeSi (XXII 
seqt. – 585, 586, 587, 610, 611, 612; XXVII seqt. 
– 11, 12 kvadratebSi) gaiTxara galavanze 
garedan midgmuli koSki (I). igi mTlianad 
aliziTaa nagebi. samxreT-dasavleTi kede-
li, romliTac galavanzea miSenebuli, 2,6 
m sisqisaa, Crdilo-dasavleTi kedeli ki – 
2,4 m. am nagebobas aRmosavleTi mxare aRar 
SerCenia (aq goris imdroindel Txems teri-
toria aklia, amitom galavnis aRmosavleTi 
kedeli mTlianad Camongreulia). nagebobis 
SemorCenili nawili gegmiT wagrZelebu-
li sworkuTxedia, romlis sigane 2,6 m-ia, 
xolo SerCenili sigrZe 5 metramdea. koSkis 
samxreT-aRmosavleTi kedeli 1,5 m sisqisaa. 
zoma Zalze gansxvavebulia sxva kedlebTan 
SedarebiT. Cans igi Sida kedelia. swored am 
mxridan nagebobas Tavisive msgavsi saTav-
so hqonia midgmuli, romlis mxolod Crdi-
lo-dasavleTi kuTxea SerCenili. koSkis 
kedlis SerCenili simaRle 2 m-mdea. iatakis 
done SeimCneoda kedlis Selesilobaze da 
kuTxeebSi. iatakic TixiT yofila molesi-
li riyis qvebze. iatakis mowyobis garkvevis 
mizniT, erT nawilSi amolagda qvebi daax-
loebiT 1,5 m. siRrmemde. magram bolomde 
mainc ver CavediT. iqmneba STabeWdileba, 
rom am or saTavsoiani kuTxis koSkis qveda, 
yru sarTuli mTlianad amovsebulia Cayri-
li riyis qvebiT, riTac koSkis brZolisuna-
rianoba gauzrdiaT. es wesi qarTul cixeTm-
SeneblobaSi gvian Suasaukuneebamde Semor-
Ca. koSks garedan riyis qvis javSani aqvs is-
eve, rogorc galavans. nivTieri masala aR-
mosavleTis koSkSi TiTqmis ar aRmoCenila.

galavnis CrdiloeTi kedeli gatexil-
ia XXI seqtoris 547, 572 kvadratebSi (mar-
nis aRmosavleT kedlis gaswvriv). kedlis 
dasavleTi nawili, 3,75 m-iT CrdiloeTiT 
aris gaweuli. am adgilas galavanze gare-
dan miSenebulia meore koSki, romelic geg-
maSi sworkuTxaa. misi gare zomebia 8,4×7,8 m, 
xolo Sida – 4,4×3,8 m. kedlebi 2 m siganisaa, 
aliziTaa nawyobi Tixis xsnarze da orive 

mxridan Selesilia. kedelTa saZirkveli 
natexi qvisaa. aRmosavleT da dasavleT 
kedlebSi sakmaod didi napralebi dafiq-
sirda. rogorc Cans koSkis Crdilo nawili 
Camocurda ferdobze 60-70 sm-iT, ramac 
TavisTavad gamoiwvia Crdilo kedlis da-
jdoma, daaxloebiT 60 sm-iT, rac udris 
miwis bunebrivi daxris sxvaobas. koSkis sa-
Zirkveli Cans iyo safexuriani, SeTanabre-
buli goris ferdobTan. koSkis qveda nawi-
li avsebuli iyo riyis didi qvebiT, albaT 
kedelSi xvrelis gakeTebis (mtris mier) 
sawinaaRmdegod. es qvayrili Semdeg TixiT 
iyo gadalesili da es iyo iataki. koSks samx-
reTis kedelSi Signidan TaRiseburi Sver-
ili hqonda, romelic nawyobi iyo gansx-
vavebuli zomis alizebisagan (16×24×32 sm). 
TaRi Sedgeba paraleluri ori fenis kama-
risagan, romelTa siganea 16 da 24 sm. TaRis 
dafiqsirebuli nawilis simaRle 70 sm-ia, 
gadmoSverilia kedlidan 60 sm-ze. TaRis 
simaRle albaT 1,5 m iyo. igi gadaxuravda 
3,8 m sivrces. kamarebis zeviT, TaRis Tavze 
wyoba gamodioda kedlidan, hqmnida erT 
mTlian filas, romelic iseve, rogorc ka-
mara, imuSavebda daWimvaze. amiT igi gant-
virTavda kamaras. TaRi qvemodan Selesilia 
TixiT (tab. 13). 

cixiagoraze kamarovan-TaRovani kon s-
tru qciis gamoyeneba, regionSi, romelic 
mdidaria xis masaliT, albaT ganpirobebu-
li iyo imiT, rom xis masalis konstruqcia-
Si gamouyenebloba (sarTulSorisi gada-
xurva da sxva) koSks xdida cecxlis mimarT 
ufro gamZles da amiT Tavdasacavad ufro 
saimedos. 

am TvalsazrisiT isic sayuradReboa, 
rom koSkis kedlebis wyobaSic ar SeimCneva 
xis konstruqciebi, rac ase damaxasiaTe-
belia kompleqsis sxva nagebobaTa kedle-
bisaTvis. koSks Cans Sesasvleli eqneboda 
ezos mxridan, meore sarTulze. igi ivarau-
deba samoTaxian nagebobasa da marans Soris 
arsebuli derefnis gaswvriv, SesaZlebelia 
galavnis savali nawilidan.

nivTieri aRmonaCeni iyo mxolod TaRis 
qveS iatakamde (kedelTa nangrevebSi da ia-
takze) (tab. 55-58), rac imaze metyvlebs, rom 
es saTavso gamoyenebuli iyo. koSkis ke-
delTa SerCenili simaRlea 3-3,5 m da aqedan 
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gamomdinare vvaraudobT koSkis orsarTu-
lianobas mainc [42].

#21 da 22 saTavso 

sataZro kompleqsis galavnis Crdiloe-
Ti kedeli 2,5 m-iT aris dacilebuli Zi-
riTadi nagebobis (#10 oTaxis) CrdiloeT 
kedels da amiT iqmneba viwro derefani, sa-
dac gamovlinda ori patara saTavso ##21, 
22 (tab. 5). pirveli (#21) viwro da grZeli 
oTaxi (5,5×2,5 m). misi dasavleTi kedeli 
sarlastiT yofila nagebi da orive mxri-
dan TixiT Selesili (sigane 0,3 m). Sesasvle-
li kari im kedelSia mowyobili, romelic 
#10 saTavsos CrdiloeT kedelzea mibje-
nili. karis Wrili 0,9 m-ia. am saTavsodan 
kari gauWriaT #22 saTavsoSi, romlis Sida 
zomebia 2,5×1,6 m.

#21 saTavsoSi, Crdilo-dasavleT kuT-
xesTan gasufTavda vertikalurad Cadgmu-
li kexis didi kramitebi (diametri – 0,5 m), 
ori erTmaneTze midgmuli ise, rom iqmne-
boda ornawiliani Tone, romelSic nacris 
sakmaod sqeli fena iyo. am saTavsos aR-
mosavleT kedelTan egdo safqvavis ori 
qveda qva. saTavsos iataki Tixatkepnili 
hqonda. saTavsos karis xis CarCos SerCe-
nil naSTTan egdo Tixis baTqaSis mozrdi-
li natexi, romelzedac SerCenilia sam-
kuTxa anabeWdebi (6 cali), tolgverda (2 sm) 
anabeWdze gamosaxulia stilizebuli xaris 
Tavi, aSkaraa, rom am sabeWdaviT ibeWdebo-
da saTavsos kari.

vfiqrobT, es saTavso wminda cecxlis 
– mudmivi cecxlis Sesanaxi adgilia. amas 
isic gvafiqrebinebs, rom oTaxi dabeWdili 
iyo. sxvagvarad ver avxsniT Tonis arsebo-
bas am patara saTavsoSi [42].

#21 da #22 saTavsoSi mravlad aRmoCnda 
Riafrad gamomwvari doqebi, jamebi, qoTne-
bi, dergebi, romelTagan zogierTi wiTeli 
saRebaviTaa moxatuli an SeRebili. maT So-
ris gamoirCeva geometriuli ornamentiT 
moxatuli doqis fragmenti, wiTlad SeRe-
bili pirmoyrili jami. qoTnebi metwilad 
uxmaria, yovel SemTxvevaSi cecxlze ar 
aris nadgami. 

aRsaniSnavia moyavisfrod gamomwvari, 
pirgadaSlili, kvadratuli piris gvirg-

viniani WurWeli (saritualo daniSnulebis) 
(tab. 59-62) [42].

beReli 

taZris Sida ezos zRudeze da #10 sa-
Tavsoze aRmosavleTidan miSenebuli iyo 
beReli (tab. 12; sur. 14-15), romelic rva 
saTavsosgan Sedgeboda (##3, 4, 5, 5a, 6, 7, 
8, 9). am saTavsoTa kedlebi Ziridanve al-
izis aguriT iyo nagebi; saZirkvlad hqon-
da mxolod erTi rigis qva, isic ara mTel 
sigrZeze, aramed wyvetilad. kedlebi 1,5 m 
siganisa iyo. beRlis yvela saTavso garedan 
da Signidan TixiT yofila mobaTqaSebuli. 
iataki Tixatkepnili hqonda. #3 da #9 saT-
avsoebis Sida zomebia 5×2 m. maT Sesasvleli 
kari samxreTidan hqonda. #3 saTavsodan 
mis CrdiloeTiT mdebare #5 saTavsoSi mox-
vedra SeiZleboda iatakidan 1 m simaRleze 
mdebare viwro kariT. #5 saTavso (Sida zoma 
6×2 m) Suaze iyo gayofili 1 m simaRlisa da 
1,5 m siganis tixriT (# 5, 5a). maSasadame 
aq iqmneboda ori mcire saTavso, TiTqmis 
ormo. vfiqrobT, es ormoebi kodebi iyo. 
msgavs kodebs warmoadgendned #7 da #8 sa-
Tavsoebi. kodebSi aRmoCnda marcvleulis 
(xorbali, qeri, Wvavi) danaxSirebuli naSTe-
bi. kodebis moculobiT Tu viangariSebT am 
beRelSi Seinaxeboda 12 tonamde marcvleu-
li. #4 da #6 saTavsoebi gegmiT kvadrat-
ulebia 5×5 m da orives sakmaod ganieri 1,8 m 
siganis karebi hqondaT samxreT kedelSi. am 
saTavsoebSic eyara marcvleuli (iatakze). 
Cans aq isini Tixis WurWlebSi inaxeboda, 
romelTa natexebic sakmarisad aRmoCnda. 
garda didi zomis dergebisa, beRelSi aR-
moCnda wiTlad gamomwvari da wiTlad SeR-
ebil-moxatuli Tixis WurWlis (doqebi, 
jamebi, qoTnebi) fragmentebi (tab. 63-67).

samoTaxiani nageboba (# 11, 12, 13)

ZiriTadi nagebobis dasavleTiT gaiTxara 
samoTaxiani nageboba (## 11-13 saTavsoebi) 
(tab. 14; sur. 16). igi miSenebulia galavnis 
Crdilo kedelze da taZrisagan hyofda 3,5 
m siganis derefani. am samoTaxian nagebobas 
Zlieri xanZris kvali ar etyoba, kedlebi 
mxolod odnavaa Serujuli. kedlebi nage-
bi iyo aliziT da TixiT Selesili. iataki 
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samive oTaxSi Tixatkepnili iyo, mxolod 
#11 oTaxs iatakis dasavleTi nawili xisa 
hqonda. am nagebobaSi Sesasvleli kari aRmo-
savleTidan iyo, #10 saTavsos karis pirda-
pir. #11 oTaxidan kari gadioda #12 da #13 
oTaxSi. samive karis RiobSi gaiwminda xis 
wirTxli. #11 saTavsos Crdilo-aRmosav-
leT kuTxeSi gaiTxara xovluri tipis Ru-
meli. oTaxis centrSi #12 saTavsoSi gasasv-
leli karis win idga 0,55 m simaRlis orqviani 
safqvavi. safqvavis win, aRmosavleTis mxri-
dan, mowyobili iyo fqvilis Casayreli nax-
evarwriuli moedani, romelic mobaTqaSebu-
li iyo da mcire simaRlis borti Semouyve-
boda irgvliv. aRsaniSnavia, rom safqvavis 
erTi qva ufro uxeS zedapiriania. meore ki 
ufro sufTa. oTaxSi aRmosavleT kedlis 
Sua adgilas gasufTavda svetisaTvis gan-
kuTvnili ormo, romlis ZirSic qva ido. 
#13 oTaxSi dasavleT kedelTan Cadgmuli 
iyo qvevri, romlis Cadgmisas dauzianebiaT 
qveda fenis kedeli. samive oTaxis iatakze 
kramitis ararseboba gvafiqrebinebs, rom es 
nageboba gadaxuruli iyo brtyeli – banuri 
gadaxurviT. 

#11 saTavsoSi aRmoCnda alizis baTqa-
Sis fragmentebi, romlebzec SerCenilia 
sabeWdavTa anabeWdebi. maT Soris aRsaniS-
navia mrgvali formis anabeWdi cxenosnis 
gamosaxulebiT, oTxkuTxa anabeWdi skamze 
mjdomare kacis gamosxulebiT. garda ami-
sa aq gvxvdeba ovaluri da samkuTxa formis 
anabeWdebiani baTqaSebi, magram maTze gamo-
saxuleba ar Cans [42]. 

marani

samoTaxiani nagebobis dasavleTiT 
gaiTxara marani (tab. 15; sur. 17-20). maran-
sa da samoTaxian nagebobas Soris 2 m siganis 
derefania. marani aliziTaa nagebi, miSene-
bulia galavnis kedelze, romelic cota 
mrudea, reliefis Sesabamisad da amitom 
marnis sigane aRmosavleTiT sxvaa da dasa-
vleTiT sxva. nagebobis sigrZe udris 21 m-s. 
sigane dasavleTiT 7 m-s, xolo aRmosavle-
TiT 3,9 m-s. marans dasavleTi kedeli wis-
qvilTan saerTo aqvs. iqmneba iseTi STabeW-
dileba, TiTqos wisqvilis aRmosavleTi 
kedelia marnis kedelze miSenebuli, magram 

maT Soris nakeri ar SeimCneva. am kedlis 
siganea 1,5 m. aRmosavleT kedlis sigane 1,1 
m-ia. Crdilo kedeli galavanzea midgmuli. 
Sesasvleli kari samxreT kedelSi, TiTqmis 
Sua adgilas aqvs da misi sigane 1,6 m-ia. sak-
maod farToa da es asec unda iyos: aq xom 
qvevrebi unda SemoetanaT. marani 0,5 m-iT 
miwaSi yofila Cadgmuli, rasac adasturebs 
Casasvleli ori safexuri. karis WrilSi 
aRmoCnda xis wirTxlis naSTi, romelic 0,4-
0,5 m-iT orive mxriv Sedis kedelSi. wirTx-
li 0,25 m-is diametrisa yofila, rac Cans 
alizis kedelSi darCenili sicarieliT 
da Sig Campali xis naSTebiT. wirTxlis win 
erTi safexuri dafiqsirda. 

rac Seexeba marnis kedlebs, aRmosavle-
Ti da samxreTi alizis kedlebi dgas riyis 
qvis erTi fenilis saZirkvelze, miwaSi 
Caudgmelad. Crdilo kedeli ki dgas saSu-
alod 0,5 m simaRlis qvis saZirkvlze. ke-
delTa alizebis sigrZivi zomebia: 41-44 
sm., simaRle – 12-12,5 sm. aSkarad Cans, rom 
alizebi nawyobia nacarnarev xsnarze. iseve 
rogorc sataZro kompleqsis yvela Senobis 
kedlebi, marnis kedlebic TixiTaa mobaT-
qaSebuli. marans banuri gadaxurva hqonia, 
radganac aq ar aRmoCenila kramitis arc 
erTi natexi, romelic saxuravad iqneboda 
gamoyenebuli. am mosazrebas adasturebs 
marnis mTel farTobze erTi sisqis Tixis 
fenis arseboba da kedlebis Serujuloba 
iatakidan 0,6-0,7 m simaRleze, zog adgilas 
2,2-2,5 m-ze. alizi da baTqaSi sanaxevrod 
gamomwvaric iyo. Cans xanZari gauCnda da 
iwvoda marnis xis Weri. sayrdeni svetebis 
da Weris Zelebis sanaxevrod dawvisas maT 
veRar gauZles banis simZimes da saxura-
vi mTlianad Cawva, ramac gamowva iataki da 
kedlebis qveda nawilic. maranSi motkepni-
li Tixis iataki gamomwvar-gamomcxvaria. 
iatakze eyara Weris Zelebi. ris mixedviTac 
Weris gadaxurva unda vivaraudoT ase: didi 
diametris grZivad Cawyobili Zelebi eyrd-
nobodnen xis svetebs da ganivad mijriT 
ewyo patara diametris Zelebi. am Zelebze 
eyara Tixa daaxloebiT 0,5 m sisqis. saxura-
vi eyrdnoboda sigrZiv RerZze ganlagebul 
oTx xis svets, romelTac sayrdenad qvis 
baliSi hqondaT. 

marnis kedlebi sakmao simaRlisaa (Se-
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morCenilia 2-2,5 m) da arsad sarkmeli ar 
sCans. marnis agebis wesi TiTqmis idneturia 
eTnografiul yofaSi dadasturebul didi 
marnebis agebis wesisa. 

rac Seexeba iataks, igi Tixatkepnilia. 
mis molesilobaSi narevia sakmaod bevri 
marcvali. rogorc botanikosebma daadas-
tures esaa ZiriTadad kulturuli or-
marcvala da urevia kulturuli erTmarc-
vala. iatakis molesilobaSi marcvleulis 
Serevas ritualur-magiuri mniSvneloba 
unda hqonoda, albaT marnis siuxves uzrun-
velyofdnen.

marani Semdegnairadaa mowyobili: Cr-
dilo-dasavleT kuTxeSi dgas ZelebiT na-
gebi sawnaxeli, zomiT 2,75×2,75 m, e.i. far-
Tobia 7,5 m2 (sur. 17). gverdebi Sekruli yo-
fila erTmaneTze dadgmuli or-ori ZeliT, 
romelTa SerCenili diametric 0,2 m-ia. ma-
Sasadame misi tevadoba iqneboda 1,5 m3. saw-
naxelis agebis wesi aseTia: iatakze dage-
buli Zelebi. irgvliv (kedlebis gaswvriv) 
Semosdevs or-ori Zelis simaRlis kedlebi, 
romlebic kuTxeebSi Sekrulia CaWdeviT 
(jargvlis wesiT), gverdebi Sekrulia or-
magi ZeliT, romelTa Soris sivrce TixiT 
yofila Sevsebuli, siTxis gaumtarobis 
uzrunvelsayofad. yvelgan iatakzec da 
gverdebzec ZelTa mibjenis adgilebi (na-
kerebi) xsnariTaa Selesili. xsnari sakmaod 
mtkicea da nacrisferi. aseTi sazogavi xis 
WurWlis nabzarevis amosalesad qarTuli 
eTnografiaSi cnobilia da igi mzaddeba 
nacrisa da saqonlis gaumdnari qonis erT-
maneTSi SezelviT. es aris, jerjerobiT, 
saqarTveloSi aRmoCenili uZvelesi sawna-
xeli, kargad daTariRebuli [42; 110].

sawnaxelis win iatakSi Cadgmulia TaRara 
(isarna), Tixis, wiTeli SevronebiT moxatu-
li, romlis piris diametric 0,9 m, xolo si-
maRle – 0,6 m. (tab. 69

2
; sur. 17, 19, 55). daan-

gariSebiT masSi Cadioda 250-300 l. yurZnis 
wveni. marnis samxreT-dasavleT kuTxeSi 
sawnaxlis siaxloves, dasavleT kedlis 
gaswvriv 0,6 m simaRlisa da 3,1×1,2 m farTo-
bis qviT nagebi da TixiT Selesili baqania 
(sur. 20). qarTul eTnografiul marnebSi, 
rogorc wesi swored sawnaxlis gverdiTaa 
baqnebi, romelzedac venaxidan motanil 
yurZniT savse godrebs dgamen. sagodre 

baqnis siaxloves, marnis samxreT kedel-
ze, miSenebulia dabali sakurTxeveli, igi 
nagebia alizisagan, kvadratulia da yove-
li mxridan Selesili. sakurTxevlis zom-
ebia 1,6×1,6 m. mis Sida zedapirze aRmoCnda 
0,6 m diametris Tixis disko, romelzedac 
daZerwili iyo tolmklava jvari (sur. 20, 
21). am diskos qveS gamovlinda sufTa nac-
ris grova. e.i. maranSi Sesrulebuli reli-
giuri ritualis Semdeg darCenili nacari 
daufaravT, SeunaxavT mzis simboloTi. 
es aRmoCena kidev erTxel usvams xazs ce-
cxlisa da mzis urTierTkavSirs. marnis 
karis pirdapir, Crdilo kedelTan midg-
mulia aliziT nagebi da TixiT Selesili 
kidev ori, erTmaneTisagan gansxvavebuli 
konstruqciisa da Cans gansxvavebuli rit-
ualis Sesasrulebeli sakurTxeveli (tab. 
16; sur. 22). marcxenas zomebia: sigrZe 1,45 
m, sigane 0,45 m, simaRle 0,17 m. masSi Cadg-
mulia uxeSi Tixis sqelkedliani naxevars-
feruli sami jami, oTxkuTxa moyvanilobis 
piriT (sur. 63). samive sufTa nacriT iyo 
savse. am sakurTxevlis gverdiT, aRmosav-
leTisaken, misgan 1,3 m-ze meore (sul mes-
ame) sakurTxeveli. sigrZe 1,3 m sigane - 0,8 
m, simaRle – 0,4 m. dazianebulia da mTli-
anad aRdgena ver moxerxda. rogorc Cans 
ori baqnisagan Sedgeboda. marcxena baqani 
sworkuTxaa. igi Weridan Camovardnil Zels 
dauzianebia da zedapiri aRar aqvs SerCe-
nili. marjvena baqanze SeiniSneba cecxlis 
naSTi. cecxlSi dauwvavT Txis Tavrqa. Zv-
lebis naSTebiT oTxi-xuTi individi sCans. 
iseTi STabeWdilebaa, rom isini erTdrou-
lad ar dauwvavT. maSasadame Tu es dakvir-
veba sworia, sCans rituali ramodenimejer 
SeusrulebiaT. 

maranSi gaiTxara xuT rigad iatakSi 
Cadgmuli 48 qvevri. yvela maTgani yelam-
dea miwaSi Cadgmuli da sxvadasxva orna-
mentiTaa Semkuli (tab. 15, 68; sur. 18-19, 
54): grexili da crugrexili ornamentiT, 
wiTeli saRebaviT datanili sartylebiTa 
da SevronebiT, Seuvsebeli, wveriT qvemoT 
mimarTuli wagrZelebuli samkuTxedeb-
iT da maTi nairnairi SerwymiT, grexili 
mcenareuli ornamentiT, romelic sarty-
lebs Sorisaa Casmuli da sxva. qvevrebi yve-
la dabzarul-Calewili iyo. yvela qvevri 
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maRalyeliania. avrwyeT ori qvevri – pir-
vel maTganSi Cadioda 480 litri Rvino. 
sainteresoa, rom am qvevrs pirze gamowvam-
de amokawruli aqvs aso B – beta (tab. 70

1
; 

sur. 55
1
). berZnuli anbanis rigis mixedviT 

igi ors udris. maSasadame am qvevrSi ori 
sawyao Cadioda. e.i. erTi sawyao 240 litrs 
udrida. meore qvevrSi Cadioda 700-720 li-
tri. e.i. am qvevrSi Cadioda sami sawyao. Tu 
gavixsenebT, rom urartuli sawyao akaraki 
udrida 200-250 litrs, maSin gamova, rom 
betaTi aRniSnulia swored ori akaraki, 
xolo meore qvevrSi Cadioda sami akaraki. 
qvevrebis moculoba saSualod 600 litri 
rom viangariSoT, gamova, rom marani saer-
To jamSi itevda 28200 litr Rvinos. Tu 
gaviTvaliswinebT, rom ori qvevri mainc 
unda darCes carieli Rvinis gadasaRebad, 
maSin marnis tevadobis maqsimumi 27000 li-
tri iqneba. amis Semdeg advili warmosadge-
nia am taZris meurneobis masStabi. 

rva SemTxvevaSi qvevrebis gverdiT da-
dasturda brtyeli kramiti, Cans, qvevrebs 
xufebad iyenebdnen. maTze Cans zed damcx-
vari Tixa. e.i. kramitis xufebi Semdeg TixiT 
iyo gadalesili. or maTganze damRebia Ser-
Cenili. erT anabeWdze aSkarad Cans lomi 
(tab. 95

1
; sur. 74): sabeWdavis diametric 7 sm-

ia. aSkaraa, rom qvevrebi memarnis mier iyo 
dabeWdili, radgan xufebad gamoyenebuli 
kramitebi sadac ki vnaxeT, yvela qvevrebis 
gverdiT ido da arc erTi zed ar efara [42]. 

aRsaniSnavia, rom sawnaxlis preparaciis 
dros mis iatakze da xizis2 qveSac didi ra-
odenobiT aRmoCnda yurZnis wipwebi, rom-
lebic Seiswavla mecnierma da mevenaxem r. 
ramiSvilma da daadgina, rom dRes cnobili 
jiSebidan yvelaze metad uaxlovdeba qa-
rTlSi gavrcelebul saferavs, oRond wip-
webi ufro pataraa zomiT, rac aZlevs mas 
uflebas daaskvnas, rom mosavali aRebulia 
urwyavi nakveTebidan. 

kidev erT saintereso aRmoCenas hqonda 
adgili. sawnaxelis win erT-erT qvevrSi 
aRmoCnda Cadgmuli TiTqmis mTeli vazi. 
eTnografiaSi dadasturebulia, rom cudi 
mosavlisas, Semdegi wlis dadgomisas, roca 
maranSi asrulebdnen saaxalwlo milocvis 

2  ხიზი - საქონლის ცხიმისა და ნაცრის ნაზავი. რომლითაც იცოდნენ ხის ჭურჭლის შელესვა

rituals, venaxSi aWridnen did Cxas an 
mTlian vazs da RmerTs SesTxovnden moma-
val wels did mosavals. saritualo keris 
aRmoCenasTan erTad es gvafiqrebinebs, rom 
maranSi Catarda msgavsi rituali [42].

marnis iatakidan aikrifa 94 nivTi, maT 
Soris 17 doqis, 18 dergis, 8 jamis, 11 qoT-
nis da 37 sxvadasxva WurWlis (tab. 69-73). 
aqve aRmoCnda farToyeliani doqis Tixis 
sacobi-bula, zed tolferda samkuTxe-
dis formis sabeWdavia dartymuli. damRis 
anabeWdze Cans cxovelis gamosaxuleba, ro-
gorc Cans maranSi marto qvevrebs ki ar beW-
davdnen, aramed WurWlebsac. maranSi aRmo-
Cenili Tixis nawarmidan gansakuTrebuli 
yuradRebis Rirsia erTi WurWlis detali. 
es WurWeli Cans, xaris qandakeba iyo (rasak-
virvelia Rru). Cven vnaxeT xaris Tavi, ro-
melsac tanis dasawyisic aqvs SerCenili da 
zurgis nawilze Casasxmel-gadmosasxmeli 
Riobis nawilic (tab. 68). xaris Tavs didi 
gaSlili rqebi aqvs, Tvalebi reliefuri, 
piri odnav gaRebuli, yurebi dacqvetili. 
WurWeli etyoba SeRebili yofila wiT-
lad. cecxlSi yofnis gamo feri etyoba 
gamuqebula. wiTel fonze moxatulia TeT-
rad. rqebis boloebi TeTria, Tvalebis 
irgvliv TeTri farTo zolis Semouyveba. 
yurebs SuaSi sigrZivi TeTri zolia. yure-
bis kideebi TeTria. cxviris irgvliv Te-
Tri winwklebi ayria, iqmneba STabeWdileba, 
rom iseTi mZivebis asxmaa, rogorc taZarSi 
aRmoCenili xaris ormagprotomian qanda-
kebas aqvs (svetis Tavi), Sublze samkuTxa 
niSani azis, xari – nikoraa. Sublis niSani 
Tavisi formiT zustad iseTia, rogorc eT-
nografiul yofaSi dadasturebuli xaris 
gamomsaxveli saritualo puris kverebisa. 

maranSi sami sakurTxevelia. samiveze sx-
vadasxva ritualia Sesrulebuli da yvela 
cecxlTan aris dakavSirebuli. aRsaniS-
navia agreTve lomis gamosaxulebiani dam-
Ra erT-erTi qvevris xufze. xolo sakurTx-
evelze ciknis Tavrqebia damwvari (gavixse-
noT, rom mcire aziuri warmoSobis venaxis, 
Rvinisa da saerTod miwis nayofierebis 
gaberZnebuli RvTaebis dionises mudmivi 
Tanmxlebi cxoveli Txaa da roca dionise 
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mekobreebma moitaces, igi lomad gadaiqca. 
dionises miTSi naTqvamia, rom roca man vazi 
ipova, igi lomis ZvalSi gadargo. amdenad 
vazs, am miTis mixedviT, mWidro kavSiri aqvs 
lomTan). g. cqitiSvili aRniSnavs, rom dRe-
sac saqarTveloSi rTvelis dros usaTu-
od cikans klaven. yovelive amis gaTvalis-
winebiT sruli safuZveli gvaqvs, imdroin-
del aRmosavleT saqarTveloSi mainc am 
RvTaebis an misi adgilobrivi prototipis 
kultis arseboba vivaraudoT. qarTulma 
maranma dRemde SeinarCuna wminda adgilis 
funqcia. CvenSi bolo xanebamde SeiZlebo-
da maranSi jvriswera saeklesio wesiT [42]. 

marans samxreTiT hqonda derefani, rom-
lis Sesasvleli kari gaWrili iyo samxreT 
kedelSi, samoTaxiani nagebobidan dasav-
leTiT 0,8 m-ze. karis zomaa 1,5 m. derefnis 
sigrZe 24,5 m-ia, samoTaxiani nagebobidan 
marnis dasavleT kedlamde. oRond esaa, 
rom dasavleTiT es derefani Seviwrovda. 
aRmosavleTiT Tu iyo 5 m siganisa, dasavle-
TiT ukve 3,5 m-ia (tab. 6). derefnis samxreTi 
kedeli da iataki dasavleTisaken TandaTan 
maRldeba. gansxvaveba iatakis ukidures aR-
mosavleTsa da dasavleT niSnulebs Soris 
2 m-dea. aseTive sxvaobaa samxreTi kedlis 
saZirkvlis qvebis niSnulebSic. kedeli al-
iziTaa nagebi da Selesilia orive mxridan, 
am kedlisa da marnis kedlis Selesilobebi 
Zalian kargad gadadian iatakis motkepni-
lobaSi. derefanSi marnis karebis dasavle-
TiT, kedlis gaswvriv oTxi grova aRmoCnda 
yurZnis wipwebisa, TiToeuli daaxloebiT 
1-1,5 kg mainc iqneboda. am grovebis aRebis 
Semdeg iatakis molesilobaze SeimCneoda 
mrgvali wnulis anabeWdebi. aqedan gamom-
dinare, vaskvniT, rom kedlis gaswvriv Cam-
wkrivebuli iyo oTxi godori yurZniT savse 
da xanZris dros daiwva. e.i. sataZro komp-
leqsi daiwva Semodgomaze, maSin rodesac 
maranSi yurZeni SehqondaT da wuravdnen.

 xelsafqvavebiani saTavso 

marnis dasavleTiT gaiTxara safqveli 
oTaxi (tab. 17-18; sur. 23-25), saTavso #16, 
romelsac aRmosavleTiT saerTo kedeli 
hqonda maranTan, xolo dasavleTiT - #15 
saTavsosTan, CrdiloeT kedeli ki gala-

vanzea miSenebuli. misi Sida zomebia 8,5×8 m. 
kedlebis sigane 1 m-ze cota metia. saTavso 
mTlianad aliziTaa nagebi, iataki Tixat-
kepnilia. 1,3 m siganis kari gaWrilia samx-
reT kedelSi. saTavsos dasavleT kedlis 
gaswvriv mTel sigrZeze aliziT mowyobi-
li merxi iyo, romelzec TiTqmis erTmane-
Tis mijriT dalagebuli iyo xelsafqvave-
bi (ori aklda, Zirs egdo). TiToeuli xel-
safqvavis marjvena gverdze alizis merx-
Si jamiviT CaRrmavebebi iyo mowyobili. 
merxis win, aseve mTel sigrZeze, aliziTve 
mowyobilia erTi mTliani safqvile, ro-
melsac oTaxis mxridan SemozRudavda 10-
15 sm simaRlis borti. msgavsad mowyobili 
safqviles naSTi SeimCneoda samxreTisa da 
aRmosavleTis kedlis gaswvriv, Tu amis 
mixedviT vimsjelebT, sul am saTavsoSi 
30-32 xelsafqvavi unda yofiliyo. xelsa-
fqvavebi safqvilisaken odnav daqanebu-
lad awyvia, ise, rom fqvili Tavisuflad 
Cayriliyo. xelsafqvavebis gverdiT jami-
seburi CaRrmavebebi albaT xorblisaTvis 
iyo gankuTvnili. mfqveli iqidan amoi-
Rebda da dayrida xelsafqvavze. magram aq 
cota xorbali Caeteoda, daaxloebiT 2-3 
muWi. xelsafqvavebi isea Carigebuli ked-
lis gaswvriv, rom oTaxSi gamosasvleli 
mfqvels mxolod erTi aqvs. ise rom Cr-
dilo-dasavleT kuTxeSi vinc ijda, Tu mas 
gamosvla moundeboda yvela unda gaeCere-
bina, Torem ver gamovidoda. safqveles win 
didi natexebi eyara, Cans dergisa iyo. mas-
Si damwvari xorbali aRmoCnda. sCans saer-
To maragi am dergSi iyo da viRac Cauyrida 
xolme mfqvelebs jamSi or muWa xorbals, 
roca uTavdebodaT. 

merxis mowyoba da erT saTavsoSi 30 xel-
safqvavis arseboba, migvaniSnebs, rom `wis-
qvilSi~ fqva xdeboda viRacis zedamxedve-
lobiT [42]. 

saTavsoSi aRmoCnda brinjaos samkuTxa 
yunwiani sabeWdavi, romelzec gamosaxulia 
ZaRlis msgavsi cxoveli da ori frinveli 
(tab. 95

2
; sur. 75

1
) [16].

#15 saTavso 

dasavleTidan safqvel oTaxze midgmu-
lia kidev erTi saTavso #15, rogorc Cans 
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sacxovrebeli (tab. 18-19). igi gegmiT trape-
ciis formisaa. misi sigrZe (CrdiloeTidan 
samxreTisaken) 8,3 m udris, xolo sigane Cr-
diloeTis kedlis gaswvriv 4,8 m-ia, samxre-
Tis kedlis gaswvriv – 3,4 m. iataki Tixatke-
pnili aqvs. kedlebi nagebia aliziT da Sele-
silia TixiT. am saTavsos dasavleTisa da Cr-
diloeTis kedeli uSualod galavanzea mid-
gmuli, xolo aRmosavleTis kedeli saerToa 
wisqvilTan. karis Wrili samxreT kedelSi 
aqvs. misi siganea 1,45 m. alizis kedlebs sa-
Zirkvlad erTi rigis riyis qva udevs.

saTavsos CrdiloeT kedelTan amyo-
li xis sveti dadasturda. meore sveti mis 
pirdapir samxreT kedelTan aRmoCnda. ki-
dev ori sveti aRmoCnda dasavleTi kedlis 
samxreT nawilSi. Tu viangariSebT svetebs 
Soris manZils (daaxl. 1,5 m), maSin dasavleT 
kedelTan sul 4 sveti unda yofiliyo, 
rac xuT Tanabar nawilad gayofda oTaxis 
grZiv xazs. erTi svetis baliSi aRmoCnda 
aRmosavleT kedelTan. oTaxis grZiv RerZ-
ze gasufTavda 0,3×0,3 m zomis qva, Cans esec 
svetis baliSia. etyoba SuaSic hqonia Ta-
vxes sayrdeni. 

danaxSirebuli Zelebis mdebareobiT Se-
saZlebeli gaxda gadaxurvis konstruqciis 
aRdgena. rogorc Cans, mzidi koWebis mova-
leobas asrulebda grZivi Sewyvilebuli 
Zeli da grZivi kedlebis gaswvrv svetebze 
dayrdnobili Zelebi. amaTze Semdeg lagde-
boda ganivi koWebi, rac amave dros Wers qm-
nida. aq ara Cans svetebisa da koWebis iseTi 
ganlageba erdo vigulisxmoT, saxuravad 
kramitic ar gamouyenebiaT, e.i. #15 saTavs-
osac banuri saxuravi hqonda. 

am saTavsoSi Crdilo-aRmosavleT kuTxe-
Si mowyobili iyo xovluri Rumeli, TiTqmis 
sruliad ganadgurebuli, maCvis Tu meliis 
sorosgan. SemorCenilia: sanacre, puris da-
sacxobi, oTaxis kedelze – anabeWdi Rume-
lis zomisa. Rumelis win brtyeli qva devs, 
aSkarad Camosajdomad. iqve axlos iatakze 
egdo brtyeli kramiti; es albaT, Rumelis 
pirze asafareblad iqneboda gamoyenebuli, 
uamisod sacxobi siTbos ver SeinarCunebda. 

Crdilo-dasavleT kuTxesTan, Crdilo 
kedelze midgmulia da dasavleTis kedli-
dan 0,7 m daSorebiT mowyobilia orqviani 
safqvavi (sur. 26

1
). 

qvebi awyvia aliziT mowyobil merxze. 
CrdiloeTiT mdebare qva 0,7 m simaRleze 
ido, xolo mis gverdiT, samxreTiT mdebare 
qva 10 sm-iT dabla ido. maT win safqvile iyo 
mowyobili aliziT. es safqvavi iseTivea, 
rogorc samoTaxian nagebobaSi. 

dasavleTis kedelze, zustad Sua adgil-
ze aRmoCnda dabali `saojaxo~ sakurTxeve-
li-samsxverplo. igi oTxkuTxaa (1,75×1,75 
m), azidulia iatakidan 0,15 m-ze. SuaSi 
kuTxeebmomrgvalebuli CaRrmaveba aqvs 
(0,75×0,5 m), romelic wvrili fiCxis naxSiri-
Ta da nacriT iyo savse. kedels 0,2 m siganis 
sakurTxevlis zurgi auyveba. 

* * * 

#15 saTavsos samxreTiT samiode metrze, 
XXI seqtoris 612,613,614 da XXVI seqtoris 
12, 13, 14 kvadratebSi gamovlinda 7 m dia-
metric ormo (tab. 6, 8). igi Wris yvela qve-
da kulturul fenas da gruntSia CaSve-
buli. ormo 9 m siRrmeze gaiwminda. ufro 
qveviT ver CavediT teqnikuri mizezebis 
gamo. ormos kedlebi gamagrebuli iyo moz-
rdili riyis qvebiT, ormo amovsebuli iyo 
nangrevi alizebiT da kramitis natexebiT. 
rogorc Cans amoivso sataZro kompleqsis 
galavnis da nagebobebis alizis kedlebis 
ngrevis Sedegad.

ormos daniSnuleba gaurkvevelia. unda 
aRiniSnos, rom saqarTvelos antikuri 
xanis Zeglebze: ufliscixe, vani, aRmoCe-
nilia TirSi CaWrili metad Rrma ormoe-
bi, romelTa praqtikuli gamoyeneba Zneli 
warmosadgenia. SesaZlebelia es ormoebi 
raRac saritualo daniSnulebisaa da qton-
ikur kultebs ukavSirdeba.

saTone

XXVI seqtorSi 40, 41 kvadratebSi gaiTx-
ara saTonis fragmenti, romelic zeda fe-
nis mier iyo dazianebuli. am saTavsoSi aR-
mosavleT kedlis gaswvriv gaiwminda 5 Tone 
(tab. 8; sur. 26

2
). erT-erT maTgans Zirze pa-

tara oTxkuTxedi `fanjara~ hqonda SerCe-
nili, sCans yvela Tones hqonda aseTi `fan-
jara”, magram ar SemorCenila. `fanjara~ 
albaT sahaerod, wevis Sesaqmnelad hqonda 
gakeTebuli. Toneebi ormag kedlebiania. 
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or-oria erTmaneTSi Cadgmuli; maT So-
ris sivrce miwiTaa amovsebuli da garedan 
kidev TixiTaa Selesili (diametric 0,5-0,6 
m). amgvarad Toneebis kedlebi Sesqelebu-
lia siTbos ukeT Senaxvis mizniT. 

esaa uZvelesi Toneebi saqarTvelos te-
ritoriaze dadasturebuli. Tone iTvleba 
Zvel aRmosavlur monapovrad. igi gavr-
celebuli iyo urartuSic da cixiagoris 
droindel saqarTvelos mezobel iranSic. 

xuTi Tonis erT saTavsoSi aRmoCena ma-
siur puris cxobas unda niSnavdes, albaT 
taZarSi mosuli mlocvelebis gasamas-
pinZleblad. amasve unda gulisxmobdes 32 
xelsafqvavis aRmoCenac, sadac 32 mfqveli 
erTdroulad muSaobda. miTumetes, ro-
gorc ukve vnaxeT, kompleqsSi aRmoCenil 
sacxovrebel nagebobebSi dadasturebulia 
sakuTari safqveli da sacxobebi [42]. 

#14 saTavso (satrapezo)

saTonis mezoblad gaiTxara kidev erTi 
saTavso #14, romelic 93, 94, 95, 118, 119 da 
120 kvadratebSi mdebareobs. am saTavsom 
pirobiTad satrapezos saxeli miiRo. #14 
oTaxi damxrobilia CrdiloeTidan samxre-
Tisaken. odnav gadaxriT Crdilo-aRmosa-
vleTiT. kedlebi, samxreTis garda, 0,5 m-is 
simaRleze (SerCenili rac iyo) nagebi yo-
fila riyis qviT da Semdeg – aliziT. riyis 
qviT nageb saZirkvelSi saarmature ganZe-
lebi yofila datanebuli 1 m daSorebiT, 
simaRleSi ki – 0,35-0,4 m daSorebiT. saZirk-
vlis doneze dafiqsirda erTi saintereso 
detali – dasavleT kedlis gaswvriv, ori-
ve mxriv Zelebia dawyobili. isini erTma-
neTzea gadabmuli ganivi ZelebiT. amrigad 
iqmneba Zelebisagan Sekruli kvadratebi, 
romelSic qvaa Cayrili. saZirkvlis ganZe-
lebze sam SemTxvevaSi dafiqsirda cxvris 
damwvari Zvlebi. erT adgilas wvivi Zva-
li koWiTurT, xolo or adgilas – nekne-
bis nawilebi. samive SemTxvevaSi Zvlebi Ze-
lebze ido da maTTan erTadaa damwvari. xom 
ar aris es saZirkvlis dalocva msxverplad 
Sewiruli cxovelis nawilebiT? SeiZleba 
asec iyos. Senobis iataki Tixatkepnilia. ka-
ris Wrilis win dakuTxuli mokle Zelebis 
naxSirebi eyara. es karis gaTlili CarCos 

naSTi unda iyos. aqve iatakze egdo daSli-
li Zeli, romelic TiTqmis 1,5 m-ze Sedio-
da karis Wrilis dasavleT kedelSi da 1 
metramde aRmosavleT kedelSi. vfiqrobT, 
igi karis wirTxlia. karis pirdapir oTa-
xis TiTqmis Sua adgilas, iatakze ido sak-
maod maRali – 25 sm simaRlis oTxkuTxa qva. 
svetis baliSi, romelic gamagrebuli iyo 
masTan mijriT iatakSi Cadgmuli ori qviT. 
oTaxis TiTqmis centrSi iatakSi mxrebamde 
Carguli iyo qvevri. es saTavso winkaria-
ni sCans. misi iataki karis RiobSi gadioda 
da karis winac iseve mosworebuli, motke-
pnili iyo, rogorc TviTon oTaxSi. aseTi 
moswroebul-motkepnili iataki grZelde-
boda Senobis gaswvriv 1 m-iT samxreTisaken. 
iqve goris ferdobi Cangreuli aRmoCnda 
da amitom nagebobis danarCeni nawili waRe-
buli iyo (tab. 20).

kramiti

taZari, beReli, puris sacxobi da sat-
rapezo wiTlad SeRebili Rariseburi da 
brtyeli kramitiT iyo gadaxuruli. yve-
la danarCen nagebobas brtyeli saxura-
vi hqonda. rac Seexeba kramitebs, maTze 
berZnuli aso-niSnebi iyo dafiqsirebu-
li. aso-niSnebi dadasturebulia rogorc 
brtyel, ise Rarisebur kramitebze (tab. 
97

2-4
, 45

2-9
; sur. 66-67). aso-niSani dafiqsi-

rebulia 55 brtyel kramitze da 20 Rari-
sebr kramitze. es bunebrivicaa, radganac 
saTvalavad xom aTeulebisa da aseulebis 
aRmniSvneli aso-niSnebia dadasturebu-
li. Cans niSans adebdnen yovel me-10, me-20, 
me-100 da a.S. amis damadasturebelia erT-
erT natexze ori aso niSnis arseboba. jer 
datanili iyo, O, Semdeg ki ξ. omikroni ga-
daSlilia jer kidev nedl Tixaze kramitis 
gaSrobamde, Cans qsi Semdegaa datanili. 
rogorc cnobilia omikronis ricxviTi 
mniSvneloba 70-ia, qsi-sa ki 60. am aRmoCenam 
daadastura Cveni mosazreba, rom aso-niS-
nebi gamoyenebulia ricxviTi mniSvnelo-
biT, Cans xelosani Secda da gaaswora Sec-
doma. es ki imaze metyvelebs, rom xelosa-
ni viRacis winaSea valdebuli miuTvalos 
damzadebuli kramiti. aqaur kramitebze 
sxva rigis niSnebicaa dadasturebuli. 
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gvxvdeba wvrili joxiT datanili fosoebi 
da TiTiT datanili CaRrmavebebi, 1, 2 an 3 
naWdeviT. am SemTxvevaSi Cans, kramitebis 
gamkeTebelma xelosanma aso-niSnebis xma-
reba da maTi ricxviTi mniSvnelobebi ar 
icoda. aqedan gamomdinare Cans, rom zogi 
xelosani gacnobilia berZnul aso-niS-
nebs, Tundac maT ricxviT mniSvnelobas. es 
faqti imdroindeli iberiis maRali kul-
turuli ganviTarebis momaswavebelia. ama-
ve dros igi maCvenebelia Cveni sazogadoe-
bis mWidro kulturuli kavSirisa mcirea-
ziul berZnul samyarosTan [44]. 

terasa da didi ezo 

`satrapezo~ idga TixiT motkepnil ba-
qanze, romelic qmnis terasas. satrapezos 
aRmosavleTi kedlis mimdebare farTobze 
gasufTavda damwvari Zelebisa da kramit-
Ta natexebis nayari, daaxloebiT 20 kv. m. 
farTobze, da amiT dadasturda am doneze 
(0 wertilidan, taZris iatakidan 1,3 m si-
maRleze) satrapezos droindeli ezos 
done (tab. 22). aq nayar kramitebzedac da-
dasturda berZnuli aso-niSnebi – omi-
kroni da sigma. aqve aRmoCnda kirqvisagan 
Zalze lamazad gamoTlili rodini (tab. 
75

26
; sur. 60). terasa 0,9 m-iT maRalia sata-

Zro kompleqsis didi ezos doneze da ga-
moyofilia misgan alizis kedliT, romlis 
siganea 1,1 m, sigrZe – 21 m, SerCenili simaR-
le – 0,9 m, ezos mxridan mobaTqaSebulia 
(tab. 6). gasasvleli Riobi ezodan terasaze 
kedlis Sua adgilas, 95-e kvadratSi aqvs. 
igi mobaTqaSebulia. misi sigane 1 m-ia. da-
fiqsirda sami safexuri 0,25-0,3 m simaRli-
sa da siganisa TiToeuli. RiobSi aRmoCnda 
xis wirTxlis naSTi, romelic 0,3 m-iT Sedis 
kedelSi orive mxares. wirTxli rom 0,3 m-is 
diametrisaa, Cans alizis kedelSi darCeni-
li sicarieliT da Sig Campali xis naSTebiT. 
kedlis nangrevis moculobas Tu gaviTva-
liswinebT, Cans, rom es kedeli ara marto 
terasebs hyofda, aramed simaRlec hqonda. 
am kedlis funqcia albaT is iyo, rom taZa-
ri gamoyofiliyo marnis, wisqvilis, saTo-
nisa da satrapezosagan, raTa sameurneo sa-
qmianoba da kultmsaxureba erTmaneTSi ar 
aRreuliyo, mlocveli ganmartoebuliyo 

mxolod RvTaebasTan. 
sataZro kompleqss, trapeciis formis 

didi ezo aqvs, misi farTobi 400 kv. metrs 
aRwevs, mowyobilia taZris dasavleTiT 
(tab. 6). aRmosavleTidan ezo izRudeba ta-
Zris galavnis kedliT da karis meSveobiT 
ukavSirdeboda taZris Sida ezos. Crdiloe-
TiT – TiTqmis samoTaxiani nagebobis ked-
lamde grZeldeba. dasavleTiT SemozRu-
dulia kedliT, romelic hyofs mas terasi-
sagan, sadac `satrapezoa~ ganlagebuli da 
ukavSirdeba terasas kibis meSveobiT, ro-
melic kedlis RiobSi aris mowyobli. samx-
reTidan ezo SemozRuduli iyo, rogorc 
Cans, galavnis kedliT, romelic nawilob-
riv Camoqceulia borcvis ferdze. ezos ia-
taki kargad iyo motkepnili TixiT. iataki 
gaSavebuli iyo, rogorc Cans im xanZris Se-
degad, romelmac taZari gaanadgura. ezoSi 
sakmaod did farTobze (10×10 m) aRmoCnda 
damwvari xis Zelebi. maTi diametric 0,2-0,25 
m, zogierTi maTganis sigrZe ki 5-7 m-s aRwe-
vs. xis Zelebi imdenad kompaqturad eyara 
iatakze, rom iqmneba STabeWdileba TiTqos 
raRac didi xis konstruqciis nawilia, ro-
melic galavnis samxreT kedelze idga da 
xanZris dros Camoiqca ezoSi (tab. 22). ezos 
mTel farTobze keramikis sul ramodenime 
natexi aRmoCnda (tab. 74-75). 

* * *

cixiagoris antikuri xanis fenis mesame 
done asaxavs sataZro kompleqsis arsebobis 
da dangrevis periods. amave fenas miekuTv-
neba kidev oTxi samSeneblo done, gamovle-
nili `satarapezos~ da terasis gaTxris Se-
degad (tab. 23-24; sur. 26

2
, 28-29). 

satrapezos iatakis doneze gaiwminda 
sami qvevri mucelze gadaWrili. es qvev-
rebi qveda fenisaa da isini mongreul-ga-
daWrilia satrapezos mSeneblobis dros 
(tab. 21). aqedan gamomdinare es qvevrebi IV 
donisa arian. satrapezos saZirkvlis aRe-
bis Semdeg, uSualod mis qveS gamovlinda 
kedelTa naSTebi, romlebic erTi Sexed-
viT, imeoreben satrapezos gegmas, magram 
aq sul sxvadasxva doneebTan gvaqvs saqme. 
TanmimdevrobiT Tu daviwyebT aseTi sura-
Ti gveqneba: satrapezos dasavleTi kedlis 
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qveS ise, rom mimarTulebac emTxveva da Sen-
obis Sida piric gamovlinda natexi da riyis 
qvis nareviT nagebi orperangiani kedeli, 
romlis guli TixiTaa Sevsebuli. es kedeli 
(IV done) 4,5 m sigrZisaa da 1,3 m siganis. mas 
TavisTavad gadaWrili aqvs ufro Zveli, V 
donis aseTive wesiT nagebi kedeli, rome-
lic zustad emTxveva satrapezos Crdilo 
kedels. es ori, rom sxvadasxva samSeneblo 
donis kedelia. Cans, maTi Sexvedrisas V do-
nis aRniSnuli kedelic CaWrili aqvs im qve-
vrs, romelmac CaWra satrapezos Crd. ke-
deli. am V donis kedels CrdiloeTidan (68 
kvadrati) minaSeni aqvs. organulad Serwy-
mulia ise, rom maT Tanadroulobaze eWvis 
mitana ar SeiZleba. igi gawyvetili kedlis 
STabeWdilebas tovebs. 67 da 68 kvadrateb-
Si gamavalma V donis kedelma kuTxe Sekra 
zustad iq, sadac ikvreboda satrapezos 
Crdilo-aRmosavleTi kuTxe. V donis ked-
lebi ZiriTadad nagebia riyis qviT Sigada-
Sig urevia TeTri kirqvis kvadrebi.

92 kvadratSi, uSualod V donis kedlis 
qveS gamoCnda erTi kedeli (VI done) sxva 
sisqisa, sxva wesiT da sxva masaliT nagebi. 
igi sxvebTan (zemoT mdebaresTan) Sedare-
biT viwroa – 0,70 m-ia da ZiriTadad TeTri 
kirqviTaa nagebi. 117 kvadratSi man mouxvia 
dasavleTiT, TiTqmis iq, sadac satra-
pezos samxreT-dasavleTi kuTxe iyo. VI do-
nis aRm. kedels 92 kvadratSi minaSeni aqvs 
(0,55X0,55 m) ufro swori iqneba is CaiTva-
los kedelze midgmul sakurTxevlad. imis 
msgavsad, rogorebic gvaqvs maranSi. III-dan 
VI-mde es oTxi done ise mWidrodaa daSene-
buli erTmaneTze, rom maT Soris sul 25-27 
sm-ia gansxvaveba simaRleSi. 91 kvadratSi 
kidev erTi Senobis fragmentebi (VII done) 
aRmoCnda. igi VI donis qveS 0,5 m siRrmezea. 
VII donis kedeli riyis qviTaa nagebi talax-
is xsnarze. igi SedarebiT Txelia (0,6 m) da 
agebis wesic sruliad gansxvavebulia. ase-
Tive kedlis fragmenti aRmoCnda amave kva-
dratis dasavleT sazRvarze. rogorc Cans 
es erTidaigive Senobis ori kedlis frag-
mentia. 

rac Seexeba `satrapezos~ ubanze V da VI 
donis iatakebis garCeva SeuZlebeli aR-
moCnda (doneebi gayofilia mxolod kedel-
Ta naSTebis urTierTobiT). amitom mTel 

masalas erTad davaxasiaTebT. aqac ZiriT-
adad samzareulo WurWelia. gamoirCeva 
nacrisfrad gamomwvari pirmoyrili jamis 
natexi, moCalisfro gamomwvari fiali-
sa da wiTlad SeRebili WurWlis natexebi 
(tab. 76). kargad dafiqsirda VI donis Seno-
bis iatakis is nawili, romelic aRmosav-
leT kedels ekvroda. ufro swored, mon-
akveTi romelic sakurTxevlis samxreTiT, 
uSualod masTan mdebareobda. masalidan 
gamoirCeva Calisfrad gamomwvari WurWe-
li, aris Savad da yavisfrad gamomwvaric. 
TiTqmis yvelas etyoba cecxlze xmarebis 
kvali. am `Senobis~ samxreT-aRmosavleT 
kuTxeSi yvelaze meti iyo monapovari da 
isev iseTive masala formiTac da feriTac. 
ase, rom mokle qronologiur monakveTSi 
didi simWidrovea samSeneblo doneebisa. 

marnis aRmosavleT nawilSi, samoTax-
iani Senobis mezoblad XXI seqtoris 620-
621 kvadratebSi qveda doneebze Casvlisas 
iseTive suraTi aRmoCnda, rac satrapezos 
qveS. ori done uSualod erTmaneTze devs. 
orive ki CaWrili aqvs marans. mis qveS sakma-
od mozrdili Senoba mdgara riyis qviT 
nagebi, romelTa kedlebis sisqe 0,8-0,9 m. 
am Senobis samxreTi kedeli aseve dgas sxva 
msgavs kedelze, oRond isini erTmaneTs 
mTlianad ar emTxvevian. samSeneblo qvac 
sxvaa, ufro masiuri (V done). VI donis qva ki 
wvrilia. SesaZloa es SenobaTa masStabma ga-
napiroba. orive es done marnis mSeneblebs 
CauWriaT da marnis iataki 20-iode santi-
metriT ufro dabla mouwyviaT (tab. 8). ma-
sala am doneebis Txrisas TiTqmis ar Segvx-
vedria, zogi usaxo wiTelkeciani dergebis 
natexTa garda. 

rogorc vxedavT sataZro kompleqsis 
qveda sami done Zalze mWidrodaa erTma-
neTTan dakavSirebuli fizikuradac da 
qronologiuradac. 

terasis CrdiloeTiT, kv. 16-20, gam-
ovlinda 4 m siganis derefani, igi gamoyo-
filia alizis kedlebiT marnis wina deref-
nisagan da terasisagan. terasas es derefani 
ukavSirdeba RiobiT, kv. 45, da did ezos, 
kv. 21 (tab. 25). derefnis iataki TixiTaa 
motkepnili da maRldeba aRmosavleTidan 
dasavleTiT. satrapezos qveS da terasis 
samxreTi nawilis gaTxris Semdeg, kv. 66-68, 
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91-93, 117-119, 144, gamovlinda kidev xuTi 
samSeneblo horizonti, warmodgenili ri-
yis an natexi qviT nagebi kedlebis saZirkv-
lebiT, romlebic uSualod erTmaneTze ga-
dadian (tab. 26; sur. 29-30). amrigad, elinis-
turi xanis fena, rva samSeneblo horizon-
tiTaa warmodgenili, aqedan eqvsi – III-VIII, 
uSualod, sataZro kompleqss ukavSirdeba. 
III samSeneblo horizonti sataZro komple-
qsisi ngrevis suraTs asaxavs, xolo qveda 
horizontebi – im intensiuri mSeneblo-
bis kvals, romelic mimdinareobda goris 
dasavleT nawilSi taZris arsebobis dros 
(tab. 25). 

terasis gaTxra saSualebas iZleva 
dadgindes Sida stratigrafia, amitom ma-
salebi ganxiluli iqneba samSeneblo hor-
izontebis anu doneebis mixedviT. III donis 
masala warmodgenilia derefnis iatakze, 
kv. 16, 17, 18 (tab. 25), aRmoCenili keramikiT 
(tab. 77

1-5
). is ZiriTadad Txelkeciania, 

vardisfrad gamomwvari, wiTlad SeRebili 
(tab. 77

2
), wiTlad (tab. 77

5
) da nacrisfer 

fonze TeTri xazebiT moxatuli (tab. 77
4
). 

gvxvdeba kramitis fragmentebi.
amave dones unda miekuTvnebodes tera-

saSi CaWrili sameurneo ormoebi (tab. 26): 
kv. 94, ormo #1 (tab. 78

8-10
), ormo #2 (tab. 

78
1-5

), kv. 95, ormo #3 (tab. 78
6,7

), kv. 70, ormo 
#4 (tab. 77

6
). ormoebSi dadasturda Savpri-

ala keramika (tab. 77
6
, 78

1,3
), vardisfrad ga-

momwvari (tab. 78
2,4,7

), wiTlad (tab. 78
5,6,10

) da 
TeTri zolebiT moxatuli (tab. 78

8
). kv. 69 

gaiTxara qvevri, romelsac CaWrili aqvs IV 
donis kedeli. qvevrSi aRmoCnda ramdenime 
WurWlis fragmenti (tab. 79). vardisfrad 
gamomwvari, xaoiani zedapiriT, wiTlad mo-
xatuli dergi (tab. 79

1
). msxvilmacvlovani 

Tixisagan damzadebuli, Savad gamomwvari, 
uxeSzedapiriani qoTnebi (tab. 79

2,3
). Txel-

keciani, yavisfrad gaprialebuli qoTani 
(tab. 79

4
) da Txelkeciani Savpriala kerami-

kis fragmentebi, naWdevebiT da naprialebi 
ornamentiT (tab. 79

5-7
). 

derefnis iatakis qveS da terasis Crdi-
loeTi nawilis gaTxris Sedegad gamovlin-
da IV done, igi warmodgenilia mozrdili 
nagebobis naSTiT, kv. 18,19,20,43,44, nagebi 
aliziT, riyis qvis safuZvelze, kedlebis 
sisqe – 80 sm. Tixatkepnili iataki damwvari 

iyo da nacris Txeli fena faravda. dasavle-
Tis mxridan meore saTavso unda yofiliyo, 
dafiqsirda iatakis fragmenti. stratigra-
fiulad es nageboba, adre gaTxrili, `sat-
rapezos~ qveS mdebare kontrforsebia-
ni, damwvari nagebobis Tanadrouli unda 
iyos (tab. 23). IV donis SevsebaSi, romlis 
sisqe 20-30 sm aRwevda, didi raodenobis 
masala aRmoCnda. kv. 17,18 - qvevrebis mra-
valricxovani fragmentebi, vardisfrad 
gamomwvari, gluvzedapiriani, xSirad Sem-
kuli reliefuri ornamentiT da wiTlad 
moxatuli (tab. 83

3,5-7
). erT-erT natexze mxe-

daria gamosaxuli (tab. 83
5
). aqve gvxvdeba 

Savpriala jami (tab. 83
1
). yuradRebas iqce-

vs ori Txelkeciani QWurWlis fragmenti, 
vardisfrad gamomwvari. erTi, wiTlad mo-
xatuli, zed datanili TeTri wertilebiT 
(tab. 83

2
). meore yavisfrad angobirebuli, 

TeTrad moxatuli (tab. 83
4
). kv. 43 – ori 

dergis fragmenti, vardisfrad gamomwvari, 
gluvzedapiriani, reliefuri sartylebiT, 
wiTlad moxatuli (tab. 84; sur. 60-62). 

uSualod nagebobis iatakze, nacrovan 
fenaSi, aRmoCnda maRali xarisxis, wiT-
lad angobirebuli keramikis fragmentebi 
(tab. 85

1-3
), vardisfrad gamomwvari, wiTlad 

moxatuli WurWlis fragmentebi (tab. 85
5-7

) 
da Savad gaprialebuli sacecxluris na-
texi (tab. 85

4
). [20; 99]. 

sainteresoa kv. 94 gaTxrili meoTxe 
samSeneblo donidan CaWrili ormo #1/99, 
Zabriseburi formis: piris diam. – 1,2 m, 
Ziris diam – 1,55 m, siRrme – 1,5 m. ormo am-
ovsebuli iyo ormocze meti WurWlis na-
texebiT. yuradRebas ipyrobs didi dergis 
fragmentebi, vardisfrad gamomwvari da 
wiTeli saRebaviT moxatuli, friziT fan-
tastikuri cxovelebis (cxenebis?) gamosax-
ulebiT (tab. 80; sur. 57, 58). aseTive, sxva-
dasxva zomis dergebi, moxatuli geometri-
uli ornamentiT. wiTlad SeRebili da re-
liefuri CanaWdevebiT. Calisfrad gamom-
wvari, reliefuri CanaWdevebiT da oTxyu-
ra dergi. yavisfrad angobirebuli, TeTri 
saRebaviT moxatuli Txelkeciani WurWlis 
fragmentebi da Txelkeciani Savpriala 
keramika, Semkuli reliefuri da napri-
alebi ornamentiT (tab. 81-82). amave ormo-
Si aRmoCnda spilenZis lursmani da rkinis 
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nivTebi: samajuri da boloebwawvetebuli 
mrgvalganivkveTiani Rero. 

kv. 70 – gaiTxara qveda, V donis mcire 
monakveTi. aq aRmoCnda erTi mTeli, niSni-
ani kramiti da kremisfer fonze wiTlad 
moxatuli WurWlis natexi. 

`karibWe~ da didi ezo

mniSvnelovani Sedegebi miRebulia go-
ris samxreTi ferdis gaTxrisas. aRmoCnda 
sataZro kompleqsis TavdacviTi sistemis 
da Sesasvlelis naSTebi.

kv. 141-169 dafiqsirda galavnis kedlis 
naSTi 2 m siganis, nagebi aliziT, riyis qvis 
saZirkvelze. mozrdili riyis qvebiT, or 
rigad, gakeTebulia perangi, Sevsebuli 
xurdiT. kedlis gareTa, samxreTi mxare, 
Caqceulia ferdze. kedeli emijneba koSks, 
kv. 169, 170, 195 (tab. 26; sur. 31

2, 
37-38). koS-

ki, 6,5×6,5 m, nagebia qvis safuZvelze. sa-
Zirkvlis perangi natexi qviT aris nagebi 
da mTlianad Sevsebulia mozrdili riyis 
qvebiT. zevidan alizis wyoba hqonda, igi 1,2 
m simaRlezea SemorCenili. koSki mTlianad 
damwvaria, alizi – agurad qceuli. koSki 
Zlier dazianebulia, misi samxreT-dasa-
vleTi nawili Caqceulia. SedarebiT kargad 
SerCenilia CrdiloeTi da aRmosavleTi 
kedlebi. aRmosavleTis kedeli sagangebod 
Selesilia. koSkis aRmosavleTi kedeli, 
amave dros saTavsos Sida kedelia, rome-
lic koSkis aRmosavleTiTaa mowyobili.

saTavsi, 8×4 m, kv. 171, 195, 196 (tab. 26-27). 
misi iataki 1 m dablaa ezos iatakze, amo-
tom, saTavsos CrdiloeTi kedeli tera-
sulad CaWrilia miwaSi. mTeli saTavso 
amovsebulia damwvari alizebiT. saTavsos 
CrdiloeT mxares, ezos doneze, mravlad 
iyo damwvari xis Zelebis naSTebi da rkinis 
lursmnebi. aSkarad raRac xis konstruqcia 
iyo am nagebobasTan dakavSirebuli.

gaiwminda saTavsos dasavleTi nawili. 
gamovlinda kibe, romelic saTavsos Tixat-
kepnili iatakidan, koSkis kedels auyve-
ba da did ezoSi amodis (tab. 26-27; sur. 38, 
29). kibis sigrZe - 3 m, sigane 2,1 m. sul 12 
safexuria, TiTo 25-30 sm siganis da 8-10 sm 
simaRlis. safexurebi gamarTulia Tixis 
safuZvelze, xis naxevarZelebiT, brtyeli 

mxariT zeviT, aseve gadalesili TixiT. ki-
bis Tavze, ezos doneze 15 sm dabla, sagan-
gebod motkepnili moedania 2,1×1,2 m. kibis 
Sua nawilSi, koSkis kedelSi gakeTebulia 
niSa – 70 sm siganis da 35 sm simaRlis, mas-
Tan dapirqvavebuli iyo sacecxluri (tab. 
89

3
; sur. 64). safexurebze gvxvdeboda ked-

lis Selesilobis fragmentebi sabeWdavis 
anabeWdebis kvaliT (sur. 44

2
). 

TviT koSkis damwvari alizis nangreveb-
Si, aRmoCnda terakotis Citis figura. igi 
naklulia, Tavi ar aqvs. vardisfrad gamom-
wvari, moxatulia wiTeli saRebaviT (tab. 
89

2
; sur. 76

3
) da naxevarsferuli formis 

wiTlad SeRebili jami (tab. 8
2
; sur. 65

1
).

rogorc Cans, koSki da safexurebiani sa-
Tavso ufro adre daiwva, vidre mTlianad 
sataZro kompleqsi. terasis kedels, ro-
melic did ezos dasavleTidan zRudavs, 
ar etyoboda cecxlis kvali da uSualod 
miSenebuli iyo koSkis damwvar alizebze, 
kv. 170.

riyis qvis saZrikvliani galavnis kedel-
ic, kv. 141-169, ufro mogviano Cans da miSen-
ebulia koSkze. Tumca is sakmaod Rrmad 
aris CaWrili fenebSi, razec mowmobs mas-
Tan aRmoCenili masala, romelic winaelin-
istur fenas miekuTvneba. magram galavnis 
am nawilSi saZirkvlis perangisaTvis gamoy-
enebulia riyis qva. yvela sxva SemTxvevaSi, 
rogorc galavnis, ise koSkebis saZirkvlis 
perangisTvis natexi, kldis qvaa gamoy-
enebuli da mxolod SevsebaSi – riyis qva. 
vfiqrobT, es momenti maT qronologiur sx-
vaobazec miuTiTebs. stratigrafiuli dak-
virvebac gvarwmunebs rom koSki ufro adre 
arsebobda da daiwva, vidre mas am galavnis 
kedels miaSenebdnen. 

rogorc Cans, sataZro kompleqsis arse-
bobis raRac etapze misi safortifikacio 
nagebobis samxreTi nawili daiwva da naw-
ilobriv daingra. safexurebiani saTavso 
aRar aRudgeniaT, xolo damwvari koSki 
CarTes axal sistemaSi, rogorc Sida geg-
marebaSi – terasis Seqmna, aseve axali gala-
vnis sistemaSi (tab. 25). 

gaTxrebis Sedegad gairkva, rom koSki 
didi nagebobis dasavleTi nawilia. nage-
boba, marTkuTxa formis, misi zomebia – 
aRmosavleTidan dasavleTiT – 14 m, Crdi-
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loeTidan samxreTiT 8 m SerCenili. nage-
bobis samxreTi kedeli ferdzea Caqceuli. 
nagebobis kedlebi 5 m gareT aris gamosuli 
galavanTan SedarebiT (tab. 27-28, 100).

nagebobis kedlebis sigane 2,8 m. nage-
bia aliziT, qvis saZirkvelze. saZirkvlis 
perangi natexi qviT aris naSeni da mTlianad 
Sevsebulia mozrdili riyis qvebiT. zevi-
dan alizis wyoba hqonda. dasavleT nawilSi 
igi 1,2 m simaRlezea SemorCenili. nageboba 
mTlianad damwvaria, alizi agurad qceuli. 
nagebobis Sida saTavso amovsebuli iyo dam-
wvari alizebiT. saTavso – 8×4 m-ze, misi ia-
taki TixiTaa molesili. saTavsos dasavle-
Ti nawili 0,8 m sisqis alizis kedliT aris 
gadatixruli da calke oTaxs qmnis 2,5×3,5 
m-ze. tixari midgmulia ZiriTad kedelze 
da Semdeg erTad aris Selesili. 

saTavsos Crdilo-aRmosavleT kuTxe-
Si, ori Tarosebri SemaRleba dafiqsirda, 
romlebic kedlebze iyo midgmuli. Crdi-
loeT kedelTan – 1 m sigrZis, 0,3 m simaRlis, 
0,15 m siganis. aRmosavleT kedelTan – 1,8 m 
sigrZis, 0,3 m simaRlis, 0,2 m siganis. 

nagebobis aRmosavleTi kedeli da Crdi-
loeTi kedlis aRmosavleTi nawili faq-
tobrivad daSlili iyo, radganac, Tavis 
droze, saZirkvlidan qvebis umetesi naw-
ili amouRiaT. damwvari alizis masis aRe-
bis Semdeg dafiqsirda saZirkvlis naSTebi 
darCenili qvebiT da qvis budeebiT. sa-
Zirkvlis perangi mozrdili filebiT iyo 
nagebi, xolo SevsebaSi riyis qva iyo gamoy-
enebuli. xis Zelebic iyo Catanebuli ked-
lis konstruqciaSi (sur. 41). 

sainteresoa aRmoCenili sadrenaJo 
sistema. sataZro kompleqsis didi ezos 
samxreT nawilSi, kv. 122, amoRebulia ormo. 
ormodan samxreTiT, Sesasvleli nagebobis 
mimarTulebiT, ezos iatakidan 0,4 m siR-
rmeze amoWrilia Rari, romlis kedlebi 
qvebiT aris Semowyobili. es Rari, TixiT 
molesili, Sesasvleli nagebobis kibis Tav-
ze mowyobili moednis da kibis qveS gadis da 
am monakveTSi Rariani kramitiT aris gadax-
uruli. Semdeg es Rari nagebobis iatakSia 
CaWrili, miemarTeba samxreT-aRmosavle-
TiT da aRmosavleTis kedelSi gadis (tab. 
27-28; sur. 32, 40). Rari TixiTaa molesili, 
misi zoma 15×15 sm-ze. saTavsos iatakze, es 

Rari ufro farTe CaRrmavebis SuaSi gadis, 
romlis sigane 0,3-0,5 m-ia, siRrme – 10 sm. da 
SesaZloa xis ficrebiT iyo gadaxuruli, 
razec masSi didi raodenobiT aRmoCenili 
naxSiri metyvelebs. aRsaniSnavia, rom saT-
avsos iataki daqanebulia samxreT-aRmosav-
leTiT, iseve rogorc Raris damxroba. 

rogorc Cans, saqme gvaqvs wvimis wylis 
sadrenaJo sistemasTan. sataZro kompleq-
sis didi ezo TixiTaa molesili da Semoz-
Rudulia aliziT nagebi kedlebiT. ormo, 
koleqtoris funqcias asrulebs, xolo 
Rari – wylis gamyvanis.

saTavsoSi aRmoCenili keramika umeteswi-
lad cecxlisagan ferSecvlilia, nawili 
deformirebulia, gansakuTrebiT didi zo-
mis WurWeli. keramika (tab. 86-87), ZiriTa-
dad vardisfrad aris gamomwvari, relie-
furi naWdevebiT yelze (tab. 86

1
), wiTlad 

angobirebuli (tab. 86
3
), wiTlad moxatuli 

(tab. 87
2,10,11

) da Txelkeciani, yavisfrad an-
gobirebuli mcire zomis WurWlis fragmen-
tebi gvxvdeba (tab. 87

4
). agreTve, Savpriala 

doqebis fragmentebi (tab. 86
8,9

) da Savad ga-
momwvari uxeSzedapiriani qoTnis natexebi 
(tab. 86

2
) [20; 99].

gansakuTrebul yuradRebas ipyrobs 
zoomorfuli WurWlis fragmentebi, yavis-
frad angobirebuli da TeTri wertilebiT 
ornamentirebuli. WurWlis natexebi kibeze 
da saTavsos iatakze iyo mimofantuli. aR-
dga wina nawili, mkerdis da ukana nawili, 
ukana fexebiT da kudiT, romelic aseve or-
namentirebulia (tab. 89

1
). sainteresoa, rom 

am zoomorfuli WurWlis Tavi, is xaris 
Tavi gamodga, romelic 1985 wels cixiago-
ris marnis gaTxrisas aRmoCnda (tab. 90; sur. 
77). WurWlis sigrZe – 50 sm, simaRle - 30 sm. 

mozrdili nageboba (14×8 m-ze), romelic 
sataZro kompleqsSi Sesasvlel, `karibWes~ 
unda warmoadgendes da masTan dakavSire-
buli galavnis kedlebi (tab. 27). rCeboda 
gaurkveveli TviT am nagebobaSi garedan 
Sesasvleli problema. mTeli rigi niSnebi-
sa gvafiqrebinebda rom igi aRmosavleTis 
mxridan unda yofiliyo. amitom nagebobis 
aRmosavleTiT gaiTxara farTobi 10×7 m-ze, 
siRrmeze 0,5-2,5 m. gaTxrebi mimdinareobda 
kvadratebSi 198-199, 223-224. gamovlinda 
aliziT nagebi galavnis kedeli, romelic 
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2 m simaRleze iyo SerCenili, Tavisi kon-
trforsiT (tab. 28; sur. 42). nagebobis aR-
mosavleTiT, galavnis kedlis gayolebiT 
dafiqsirda TixiT kargad motkepnili 4 
m siganis gza, romelic aRmosavleTisken 
dabldeba, farTovdeba da TiTqos uxvevs 
samxreT-aRmosavleTisken (tab. 100; sur. 
42, 43). gzis monakveTze, romelic uSualod 
nagebobas ukavSirdeba, mravlad aRmoCn-
da xis damwvari morebi da baTqaSebi, ro-
melTa Soris gvxvdeboda rkinis mozrdili 
iaraRebi, Zlier korozirebuli. 

gzaze, in situ dafiqsirda ramdenime WurWe-
li, maT Soris Savpriala samtuCa doqi (tab. 
88; sur. 65) da moyviTalo-movardisfrod ga-
momwvari keramika, romelic zog SemTxveva-
Si wiTeli saRebaviT aris moxatuli (tab. 88) 
[keramikis tipologiisaTvis ix. 83; 26].

gaTxrebiT dadasturda, rom elinistu-
ri xanis sataZro kompleqsSi amosasvleli 
gza, borcvis samxreT-aRmosavleT ferds 
amouyveboda da miemarTeba karibWisken, 
romlis Sida saTavso kibis meSveobiT dakav-
Sirebulia taZris did ezosTan (tab. 28, 100). 

elnisturi xanis sataZro kompleqsis 
ngrevis periodSi, ezo TixiT iyo motkep-
nili. am iatakis aRebis Semdeg gamovlin-
da ezos meore done, romelic nawilobriv 
qvafeniliT iyo mowyobili, xolo umetesi 
nawili 15-25 sm sisqis wvrili xreSis feniT 
iyo dafaruli. am doneze gamovlinda sa-
drenaJo sistemis naSTebi (sur. 32).

xreSis fenis aRebis Semdeg gairkva rom 
ezos mesame, e.i. Tavdapirveli done qvafe-
niliT da msxvili xreSis dayriT iyo mowyo-
bili. qvafenili mTliani ar aris, kv. 122, 
123, - 3,5 m siganis da 5,5 m sigrZis qvafeni-
li TiTqos taZris dasavleT karebisken 
miemarTeba. kv. 97, 98, gauTxrel farTobSi 
Sedis da misi forma jerjerobiT gaurkvev-
elia. danarCeni farTobi msxvili xreSiT 
aris nivelirebuli (tab. 28, 101; sur. 33), mx-
olod kv. 148 –Si igi TixiT iyo Sevsebuli. 
qvafenili brtyeli natexi da riyis qviT 
aris mowyobili. wylis sawreti Rari kv. 97, 
98, aseve brtyeli qvebiT aris mowyobili, 
mimarTulia ormosaken romelic koleqto-
ris funqcias asrulebda. es wyalsawreti 
Rari mesame donis iatakSia mowyobili, ma-
gram ezos meore donis drosac funqcioni-
rebs. mesame dones unda miekuTvnebodes 
kv. 121 gamovlenili Raris naSTi, romelic 
gauqmebulia da meore donis funqcionire-
bis periodSi Secvlilia kv. 122 riyis qve-
biT mowyobili RariT (tab. 101; sur. 33-36). 

Catarebulma gaTxrebma gamoavlines 
rom, elinisturi xanis sataZro kompleqsis 
arsebobis dros misi ezo samjer mainc gada-
keTda, da icvleboda misi zomebi, gegmareba 
da mowyobis xerxebi. magram es cvlilebe-
bi erTiani gegmiT xorcieldeboda, razec 
mowmobs igive sadrenaJo sistemis fun-
qcionireba samive donis arsebobis dros. 
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adreantikuri/aqemeniduri xana

aqemeniduri fena Tavidan borcvis aRmo-
savleT nawilSi, beRlis wina farTobze ga-
movlinda, sadac dadasturda didi Senobis 
saZirkvlis naSTebi [40, gv. 169]. fena Zalian 
dazianebuli iyo, Tumca SesaZlebeli gaxda 
sami samSeneblo donis gamoyofa. 

taZris kompleqsSi Semavali `satrape-
zos~ teritoriaze elinisturi fenis VIII 
donis qveS aRmoCnda aqemeniduri xanis fena 
[89].

1986-88 ww. borcvis samxreT-dasavleT 
nawilSi, XXVI seqtorSi (kv. 90-92, 115-116) 
aRmoCnda mozrdili brtyeli riyis qvebiT 
Sedgenili qvafenili, 4,5 m siganis, 9 m sig-
rZis, W-O xazis mimarTulebiT, aRmosav-
leTiT gauTxrel farTobSi Semavali (tab. 
101-102). elinisturi fenisagan qvafenili 
gamoyofili iyo 30-50 sm sisqis Savi miwis 
SriT. qvafenilSi (kv. 90) iyo CaRrmaveba, 
aseve qvebiT mokirwyluli, romelSic aR-
moCnda keramika da brinjaos samwaxnaga 
masriani isrispiri (tab. 118), qvafenilze 
aRmoCnda meore aseTive isrispiri. qvafe-
nilTan dakavSirebuli fena fragmentu-
lad iyo gadarCenili 42, 67, 92, 115 kv-ebSi 
nacrovani Sreebis saxiT da gauTxrel far-
TobSi Sedioda. masve miekuTvneba sameur-
neo Tu sakulto daniSnulebis ocze meti 
ormo (tab. 102). ormoebis nawili, magaliT-
ad ##1,7, stratigrafiulad ufro maRli-
dan iyo CaSvebuli, vidre qvafenilis done. 

aRniSnuli fenis masala aRmoCnda kv. 142, 
143-Si, sadac elinisturi xanis galavnis 
kedels CaWrili aqvs aqemeniduri xanis fena 
(tab. 101). 

2000 w. taZris didi ezos Seswavlis dros, 
rodesac gamovlinda taZris droindeli 
ezos 3 done, Tavisi sadrenaJo sistemiT 
(kv. 147-148), gaiTxara aqemeniduri fenis 
saTavsos nawili (tab. 101; sur. 79-80). igi 
30 sm-iT dablaa taZris ezos doneze da 
ezos qvafenili nawilobriv gadadis masze. 
dafiqsirda saTavsos aRmosavleTi kedeli 
4 m sigrZeze (sigane 90 sm), danarCeni gauTx-
rel farTobSi Sedis. saTavsos iatakze in 
situ dafiqsirda keramikis didi grova (tab. 
107, 109; sur. 81-82).

aqemenidur fenaSi mopovebuli masalis 
analizi

aqemeniduri fenis keramika tipologi-
urad da teqnologiurad ori jgufiTaa 
warmodgenili. pirvel jgufs miekuTvneba 
is WurWeli, romelic damzadebulia ganle-
qili, msxvilmarcvlovani Tixisagan, Carxze 
an xeliTaa naZerwi, ruxi, (tab. 103

5
, 105

2-4
, 

108
4
, 109

15,16
), lega-moSavo, (tab. 104

5
, 110

5
, 

112
15

, 115
3
, 118

1
) monacrisfro (tab. 108

5
, 109

13
, 

110
11

, 112
10

, 115
7
) an muqi yavisferi (tab. 104

3
) 

keci aqvT. am jgufis WurWlis didi nawili 
sqelkedliania, araTanabrad gamomwvari, 
Semkulia gaprialebuli xazebiT (tab. 109

12
, 

114
3
), nakawri ornamentiT (tab. 103

7
, 110

5
, 

118
1
) da reliefuri sartylebiT (tab. 109

13
, 

112
10

, 115
8
). meore jgufis WurWeli damza-

debulia kargad ganleqili Tixisagan, ga-
momwvaria mowiTalod, Ria Calisfrad 
an moyavisfrod. yvela maTgani kargad, 
Tanabradaa gamomwvari, Carxzea damzadebu-
li, Txelkedliania. gamonaklisis gareSe, 
yvelas zedapiri kargadaa damuSavebuli. 
umetes SemTxvevaSi gaprialebulia da SeR-
ebili wiTeli saRebavis sqeli feniT (sur. 
83, 85). qarTlis keramikisTvis es axali te-
qnologiuri xerxia. 

axali teqnologiiT damzadebuli Wur-
Weli axali, aradtradicili formebiTac 
gamoirCeva. esenia profiliebuli da pir-
moyrili jamebi, niskartiani doqebi, `Caid-
nebi”, maRalreliefuri sartylebiT Semku-
li qvevrebi, fsevdosigariseburi WurWle-
bi da sxv.

aqemeniduri fenis masala TiTqmis erT-
gvarovania, yvela done Seicavs orive jgu-
fis keramikas, rac maT qronologiur siax-
loves miuTiTebs. 

cixiagoris aqemenidur fenaSi gvxvdeba 
sameurneo, samzareulo, sufris WurWeli 
da saritualo daniSnulebis keramika [21]. 

sameurneo WurWeli warmodgenilia 
qvevrebiT, dergebiT da qilebiT. 

qvevri OOori tipis gvxvdeba. I tipis 
qvevrebi qobamomrgvalebuli, dabalyeli-
ania, damzadebulia msxvlmarcvlovani, min-
arevebiani Tixisagan. sqelkedliania. aseTi 
WurWeli ori calia aRmoCenili. mas marTa-



26 ციხიაგორაციხიაგორა

lia wiTeli keci aqvs, magram es meoradi ga-
mowvis Sedegi unda iyos (tab. 110

1
; sur. 81

1
).

II tipis qvevrebi maRalyeliani, maT 
swori an odnav momrgvalebuli qoba aqvT, 
yvela maTgani kargad ganleqili Tixisaga-
naa damzadebuli da Ria feris keci aqvT, am 
tipis WurWlisaTvis yelis qvemoT datani-
li maRali reliefuri sartyelia damaxasi-
aTebeli (tab. 105

9,11
, 107

1-3
, 116

1
; sur. 81

2
, 82). 

erT maTgans (tab. 107
2
) tani gaprialebuli 

xazebiT aqvs Semkuli, meoris qobaze dat-
anilia Λ-s magvari niSani (tab. 107

3
), aseTive 

niSania datanili am qvevrTan erTad aRmo-
Cenili doqis yurzec (tab. 109

9
).

cixiagoris orive tipis qvevrebs axlo 
paralelebi xovles namosaxlaris III [23, 
tab. LIV, 523s, 555 s, 565 s,565

1
- s] da II [23, tab. 

LVII, 587 s,1079 s,1079a- s,1080- s,1085 s,840 s, 2185 
s] horizontebSia aRmoCenili.

II tipis qvevrebi aRmoCenilia naxidrebis 
Walis namosaxlarze [13, gv. 70-71, tab. XXX-
VIII 

5-7
] da aruxlo I goranamosaxlarze [13, gv. 

82, tab. XXXVIII
1-3

]. unda aRiniSnos, rom naxi-
drebis Walis qveverbis qoba gansxvavdeba 
cixiagoris, xovles da aruxlo I qvevre-
bisagan. isini elinisturi xanis qvevrebis 
piris gaformebis msgavsia da Sesabamisad 
mogvianocaa. 

tipologiurad msgavsi qvevrebi aRmo-
Cenilia narekvavis namosaxlaris III [9, gv. 
56, tab. XLII

1-4 
], II [9, gv. 46 XXXIV

3-6
] da I [9, gv. 34, 

tab. XXVII
3
] samSeneblo horizontebSi. 

dergi. ori tipiTaa warmodgenili. I 
tipis dergebs (tab. 112

5
) momrgvalebuli 

qoba, sqeli piri, dabali yeli, moSavo-mo-
nacrisfro sqeli keci aqvT. II tipis der-
gebisaTvis damaxasiaTebelia Txeli, gareT 
gadmoSlili piri, SedarebiT maRali yeli. 
maT Txeli, Ria feris keci aqvT (tab. 103

2
, 

110
2
, 111

7
, 114

8
, 117

1
).

qila. (fsevdosigariseburi) didi zomis, 
wagrZelebuli formis WurWelia (tab. 113

10
, 

114
1,7

). erTi maTgani msxvilmarcvlovani 
Tixisaa, ruxi feris (tab. 114

6
), danarCenebi 

kargad ganleqili Tixisaa, Ria feris, Txe-
li keciT, zedapiri gaprialebulia. erT 
maTgans (tab. 114

7
; sur. 83

3
) Ziri amoburcu-

li aqvs, ris gamoc misi fexze dayeneba Zne-
li iqneboda. 

cixiagoraze aRmoCenili qilebis msgav-

sia xovle III [23, gv. 53, tab. LIV, 858-860s, 859s] 
da xovle II [23, gv. 53, tab. LV-990s, 1017s, 1033s, 
1083s, 1098s, 1239s, 1388, 1734, 1736] aRmoCenili 
WurWlebi. 

Wraqi (tab. 118
4
; sur. 84

5
). aseTi tipis 

Wraqebi CvenTvis ucnobia qarTlis aqe-
meniduri da postaqemeniduri xanis Ze-
glebidan.

samzareulo keramika ZiriTadad qoTneb-
iTa da koWbebiTaa warmodgenili. 

qoTani (tab. 105
2,4, 

108
5-7

, 109
12

, 111
4,6-8,16

, 
112

1,8,9,16
, 113

4-6
, 114

3,12
, 117

5
). am tipis WurWlis 

absoluturi umetesoba msxvilmarcvlov-
ani Tixisaa, gamomwvaria ruxad, moyavis-
fro-monacrisfrod. isini ZiriTadad 
uyuro an calyuraa. gvxvdeba Txelkeciani 
an sqelkeciani. ZiriTadad uornamentoa, 
gvxvdeba gaprialebuli xazebiT Sedgenili 
an amoRaruli ornamentiT Semkuli calebi. 

qoTnebisa da qvab-qoTnebis gapriale-
buli xazebiT Semkoba adreuli xanidanvea 
damaxasiaTebeli. aseTi WurWeli xovles 
uZvelesi fenebidanaa cnobili [23, tab. IV, 
269

1
-61] da yvela horizontSi gvxvdeba. ci-

xiagoris calebis uaxlesi paralelebi xo-
vle II samSeneblo horizontSicaa dadastu-
rebuli [23, gv. 51, tab. LVI, 586s].

naprialebi badiseburi ornamentiTaa 
Semkuli aruxlo I goranamosaxlarze aR-
moCenili qoTnebi [13, gv. 79-81, tab. XLI

3,4,13
].

koWobi. aseTi WurWeli cixiagoris aqe-
menidur fenaSi mcire raodenobiTaa war-
modgenili. aq aRmoCenili WurWlis nawili, 
romlis zedapiri calmxrivaa damuSavebu-
li, albaT, swored koWbebs ekuTvnis.

miuxedavad masalis simcirisa, am jgufis 
WurWelSi ori tipi unda gamoiyos: pirswo-
ri (tab. 115

7,9
, 117

2
) da pirgaSlili (tab. 110

7
, 

111
3,5

, 117
4
). pirveli tipis WurWlisaTvis 

bikonusuri tania damaxasiaTebeli. yvela 
maTgani moSavo-monacrisfrodaa gamomw-
vari, zedapiri gaprialebuli da Semkulia 
amoRaruli an amokawruli ornamentiT. 
erT maTgans gofrirebuli tani aqvs. meore 
tipis koWbebi kargad ganleqili Tixisga-
naa damzadebuli. erTi maTgani Savadaa ga-
momwvari, zedapiri kargadaa gaprialebuli 
da amoRaruli sartylebiTaa Semkuli. sxva 
WurWlebis zedapiric kargadaa gapriale-
buli, moyavisfro an wiTelkeciania. es uka-
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nasknelebi wiTeli saRebavis sqeli feniTaa 
dafaruli (sur. 85

1
). 

samzareulo WurWeli. 

doqi. am jgufis WurWlis umetesoba na-
texebiTaa warmodgenili. miuxedavad masa-
lis fragmentulobisa mainc SeiZleba ori 
ZiriTadi tipis gamoyofa: niskartiani (tab. 
117

10
) da pirmrgvali (tab. 106

2
, 109

8-10
, 114

3
, 

115
10

, 118
1
). yvela pirgadaSlilia, mxolod 

erTi maTgania pirswori (tab. 112
2
). erTi 

doqi Savadaa gamomwvari (tab. 118
1
; sur. 86), 

erTs muqi yavisferi keci aqvs (tab. 117
10

), 
erTsac – ruxi (tab. 114

3
), yvela danarCeni 

wiTelkeciania, romelTa nawili moxatuli 
(tab. 103

6
) an SeRebilia (tab. 110

4
, 111

3
, 115

10
) 

wiTeli saRebaviT. 
yvela doqis zedapiri kargadaa gap-

rialebuli. muqkeciani WurWlebi Semku-
lia gaprialebuli xazebiT (tab. 114

3
, 117

10
) 

an amokawruli ornamentiT (tab. 118
1
; sur. 

86). am ukanaskneli WurWlis analogiuria 
narekvavis namosaxlaris III horizontSi aR-
moCenili doqi [9, tab. XXXII

1
]. cixiagoris 

doqze datanili ornaments zusti analogi 
narekvavis samarovnis erT WurWelzea gamo-
saxuli [9, tab. LXV

3
], romelic III samSeneblo 

horizontis Tanadroul samarxad iTvleba 
[9, gv. 67].

niskartiani doqi aRmoCenilia narekva-
vis samarovnis N32 samarxSi [9, gv. 67, tab. LIII

2
], 

xovle III [23, gv. 44, tab. LIV, 702
2
-s] da II [23, gv. 

50, tab. LVI, 1390] horizontebSi. 
xovle II horizontSi Cndeba Zabrisebu-

rad yeliani, pirgadaSlili doqebi [23, gv. 
50]. isini narekvavis I-II samSeneblo hor-
izontebidan da maTi Sesabamisi samarx-
ebidanaa cnobili [9, tab. XXXV

6
; XLIX

3
; LXI

9
 da 

sxv.].
jami. am jgufis WurWeli sami ZiriTadi 

tipiTaa warmodgenili: pirswori, pirmo-
yrili da profilirebuli.

pirveli tipis WurWeli sami cali aRmoCn-
da (tab. 105

3
, 117

7,8
). samive maTgani minareve-

biani Tixisaganaa damzadebuli da muqi keci 
aqvT. aqve unda aRiniSnos muqkeciani badia 
(tab. 109

14
), romelsac aseTive piri aqvs. 

pirmoyrili jamebis (tab. 103
3
, 104

3
, 109

7
, 

110
6,12

, 111
14

, 112
3
, 114

9
) umetesi nawili kargad 

ganleqili Tixisganaa damzadebuli da Ria 
feris (wiTeli, moCalisfro, Ria yavisferi) 
keci aqvT, zedapiri ormxriv gaprialebu-
lia. maTi nawili wiTeli saRebaviTaa SeRe-
bili. am tipis WurWlebis nawili moSavo-mo-
nacrisfrodaa gamomwvari, erTi maTgani 
amoRaruli xazebiTaa Semkuli (tab. 112

3
). 

erT pirmoyril jams gadmosaRvreli tuCi 
aqvs (tab. 102

4
, 110

12
), riTac igi gviandel 

calebs mogvagonebs da am fenaSi SemTxve-
viT unda iyos moxvedrili.

profilirebuli jamebi sam ZiriTad qve-
tipad SeiZleba daiyos: qimSezneqili, ro-
melTa piris diametric naklebia, vidre 
tanis (tab. 108

10
); jamebi, romelTa pirisa da 

tanis diametrebi TiTqmis Tanabaria (tab. 
108

12
, 111

13
, 112

4
, 117

6,9
) da farTod pirgadaS-

lili jamebi (tab. 103
1
, 104

6,7
, 105

1,10
, 108

1-3,9,11
, 

111
10-12,15

, 113
1,2

, 115
6
, 117

3,9
, 118

2,3
). am qvetipis 

erTi jami (tab. 111
18

) mxolod garedanaa Se-
Rebili. wiTelkeciani jamebi Txeli keci-
Tac gamoirCeva. samive qvetipis jamebi gvxv-
deba xovle III da II horizontebSi [23, tab. LIII, 
LVI-LVIII], sadac gansakuTrebiT gamoirCeva III 
qvetipis jamebi.

I-II qvetipis jamebi narekvavis namosax-
laris samive fenaSi da samarovanze gvxvde-
ba [9, tab. XXVI

10
; XXXI

3,6,7,8
; XXXII

3,6,9
; XLI

1-4
; LVIII

2
; 

LXIV
2
].

iSviaTobas warmoadgens didi zomis pir-
gadaSlili badia, Semkuli reliefuri sar-
tyeliT (tab. 110

9
), wiTlad gamomwvari da 

SeRebili. 
fiala. am jgufis ori WurWeli aRmoCnda 

(tab. 111
11

, 114
10

), orive maTgani kargad gan-
leqili Tixisaa, wiTelkeciania da SeRebi-
li wiTeli saRebaviT.

saritualo WurWeli. am jgufSi vaer-
TianebT kera-sakurTxevlebs da milian xe-
ladebs. kera-sakurTxevlebi (tab. 115

1,11
, 

116
3
, 117

11
) msxvilmarcvlovani Tixisganaa 

damzadebuli, kecis Tavdapirveli feris 
garkveva Znelia, ramdenadac maTze cecx-
lis zemoqmedeba aSkaraa. zogierTi maTga-
nis zedapiri mosworebuli da gaprialebu-
lia. maTi fuZe miuTiTebs, rom isini uswor-
masworo niadagze yofilan daZerwili. ke-
ramikuli nawarmis es jgufi dRemde ar iyo 
cnobili qarTlis aqemeniduri da postaqe-
meniduri xanis Zeglebidan.
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miliani xelada (”Caidani”) – aseTi WurWe-
li ori fragmentiTaa warmodgenili (tab. 
105

13
, 115

4
). orive kargad ganleqili Tixisaa 

da wiTeli saRebaviT SeRebili [keramikis 
tipologiisaTvis ix. 83].

isrispiri sami cali aRmoCnda. erTi Zv-
lisaa (tab. 112

12
;

 
sur. 85), piramiduli, oTx-

kuTxa, qvemoT daSvebuli wverebiT da da-
faruli masriT. analogiuri isrispirebi 
cnobialia alaznis velidan [18, gv. 106, XXX

4
, 

XXXIa-
6,7

], narekvavidan [9, gv. 72, tab. LIV
28

] da 
kamaraxevidan [54, sur. 1009, 1186, 1187].

brinjaos ori isrispiri samwaxnagaa da 
moklemasriani (tab. 118

6,7
). samwaxnaga isrispi-

rebi yvelaze didi raodenobiT aRmoCenilia 
xovle III [23, gv. 48, tab. LXII] da xovle II [23, gv. 
55, tab. LXII] samSeneblo horizontebSi, narek-
vavis samarovanze [9, gv.72, tab. LIV

2-27
].

rkinis dana (tab. 112
11

) calpirlesuli, 
nakluli [21]. 

gvianbrinjaos xana

cixiagoris Txemze, dasavleT nawilSi 
(seqtori XXI, XXVI) gaiTxara gvianbrinjaos 
xaniT daTariRebuli namosaxlari fena, 
romlis simZlavrea 0,5-0,7 metri. aRniSnu-
li fena warmodgenilia ori qronologiu-
ri doniT. gvianbrinjaos xanis kulturul 
fenas zemodan adevs 4 metris simZlavris 
antikuri epoqis kulturuli fena, romel-
sac Zlier dazianebuli aqvs qveda fenebi. 
amitom nasaxlaris zomebis gansazRvra Zne-
lia.

cixiagoraze gaiTxara gvianbrinjaos 
xanis oTxi saxlis naSTi, romelTagan ## 
1, 2, 3 saxlebi erT stratigrafiul doneze 
dafiqsirda (gvianbrinjao I), xolo #4 nage-
bobis fragmenti meore dones miekuTvneba. 
(gvianbrinjao II).

#1 saxli mdebareobs XXI seqtoris 613-
614 kvadratebSi (tab. 120). gaTxrebis Sede-
gad dafiqsirebulia Senobis mxolod da-
savleTi kedeli, Crdilo da aRmosavleTi 
kedlebi Sedis antikuri xanis fenis qveS. 
samxreTi kedeli da nagebobis TiTqmis naxe-
vari CaWrili aqvs antikuri xanis didi zo-
mis ormos (d – 7 m), romlis WrilSi Cans 0,6 
- 0,7 m simZlavris gvianbrinjaos xanis fena, 
romelic ori donisagan Sedgeba. nagebobis 
dasavleTi kedeli, romlis dafiqsireba Se-
saZlebeli gaxda, Zeluri yofila. kedlis 
sigrZeze dalagebuli Zelebi ormxriv Ti-
xiTaa Selesili. kedlis siganea 0,25 m. kede-
li aRmarTulia erTrigad dawyobil riyis 
qvis saZirkvelze. 

nagebobis Sida sivrce amovsebuli iyo 
nangrevebiT, romelic warmoadgenda 0,3-0,4 
metris simaRlis baTqaSebis fenas. baTqaSe-
bis calkeul fragmentebze Zelebis anabeW-
debi SeiniSneboda. nangrevebis fenis aRebis 
Semdeg nagebobis iatakze dafiqsirda didi 
raodenobiT Tixis WurWlis fragmentebi.

nagebobis Crdilo-dasavleT kuTxeSi 
dafiqsirda sameurneo Rumeli, romel-
sac ornawiliani sanacre hqonda. Rumelis 
saerTo sigrZea 1 m, sigane – 0,4 m. Rumeli 
orbaqniania, zeda baqnis zomebia 0,7×0,4 m. 
Rumels TaRi ar SemorCa. zeda baqanze da-
lagebulia Tixis WurWlis fragmentebi 
da gadalesilia TixiT, Rumels aqvs or-



29TsikhiagoraTsikhiagora

nawiliani sanacre, romelTagan erTSi iyo 
mxolod nacari, meoreSi ki naxSiri dafiq-
sirda. sanaxSire marTkuTxa formisaa 
(0,6×0,4 m), sanacre - wriuli formis.

sanaxSires qmnis 5 sm siganisa da 3 sm si-
maRlis Tixis kedeli, romelic WrilSi nax-
evarwriulia. sanacris samxreTi kedeli 
Tixisaa, romlis zomebia: sigane 5 sm; simaR-
le 4 sm. igi WrilSi marTkuTxaa. Crdiloe-
Tis mxridan sanacris kedels warmoadgens 
brtyeli, momrgvalebuli qva. 

nagebobis SemorCenil samxreT-dasav-
leT kuTxeSi iatakze SeiniSneba sakurTx-
evlis kvali, romelic Zlier dangreulia 
jer antikuri xanis nagebobebis mSeneblo-
bis dros, Semdeg gvianelinisturi xanis 
ormos mier. sakurTxevlis arsebobaze unda 
mianiSnebdes aq mopovebuli Tixis detale-
bi, romlebic warmoadgenen 8 sm simaRlis 
naxevarwriuli ganivkveTis kedlis natex-
ebs. am fragmentebs qveda mxridan Zelebis 
anabeWdi etyobaT.

sanacridan samxreTiT 0,8 m-isa da dasav-
leTis kedlidan 1,0 m-is dacilebiT iatakze 
idga mrgvalganivkveTiani xis sveti (dm – 6 
sm), romelic garedan Selesili iyo TixiT 
da WrilSi kvadratis forma hqonda (9,5×9,5 
sm). nagebobas aqvs Tixatkepnili iataki.

nasaxlari xanZris Sedegadaa gadamwvari. 
yvelaferi atarebs Zlieri xanZris kvals 
– Rumeli, TixiT molesili iataki, dasav-
leTis kedeli, gansakuTrebiT keramika, 
romelic umetesad mowiTalo-yavisferia. 
zogierTi natexi Zlier gaSavebulia. er-

Tidaigive WurWlis fragmentebi sxavadasx-
vafradaa gamomwvari. zogierTi WurWlis 
natexebi imdenadaa deformirebuli, rom 
WurWlis aRdgena SeuZlebelia, Tumca arse-
buli fragmentebis raodenoba iZleva amis 
SesaZleblobas (tab. 122-127; sur. 87-94).

saxli #2. # 1 nagebobis samxreT-aRmo-
savleTiT, XXVI seqtorSi SemorCenilia # 2 
nagebobis naSTi. igi mdebareobs 41, 42, 66, 67 
kvadratebSi (tab. 121), sadac gaiTxara ri-
yis qviT orpirad nagebi saZirkvlis frag-
mentebi, romelzec dafiqsirda Tixisa da 
damwvari xis Zelebis naSTebi. 

saxli #3 mdebareobs XXVI seqtoris 
115, 116, 117, 141, 142 kvadratebSi. gaiTxara 
marTkuTxa formis nagebobis Crdilo-aR-
mosavleTi nawili. SemorCenili nagebobis 
zomebia 7×6 m. Senobis kedlebi agebulia 
ZelebiT da orive mxridan Selesilia Tix-
iT. nageboba gamarTulia Suabrinjaos xanis 
yorRanis miwayrilze, romelic moswore-
bulia da gamoyenebulia nagebobis iatakad 
(tab. 121).

saxli #4 stratigrafiulad 0,50 m-iT 
ufro qveviT mdebareobs (gvianbrinjao II), 
vidre ##1, 2, 3 nagebobebi. XXVI seqtoris 
140-e kvadratSi SemorCenili iyo Tixatkep-
nili iatakis fragmenti, romelzec dafiq-
sirda erTi Tixis WurWeli. es aris didi 
zomis xaoianzedapiriani qoTani, romelic 
Semkulia reliefuri sada da talRiseburi 
sartylebiT, xolo WurWlis mTeli zeda-
piri dafarulia Carxiseuli xazebiT (tab. 
128

6
; sur. 94). [89; 12]. 
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Suabrinjaos xana

cixiagoraze, 1988 wlis gaTxrebis Sede-
gad gvinabrinjaos xanis nasaxlari fenis 
qveS aRmoCnda yorRanuli samarxebi. 

gaTxrebi warmoebda borcvis samx-
reT-dasavleT nawilSi. Seswavlil iqna ori, 
mcire zomis yorRanuli samarxi (tab. 129).

yorRani #1 mdebareobda XXVI seqtoris 
116,117,141,142 kvadratebSi. yorRans hqon-
da mozrdili qvebisagan gakeTebuli kro-
mlexi, romlis diametric Seadgenda 6 m-s. 
kromlexi Sevsebuli iyo qvayriliT, rom-
lis simaRle 0,5 m-ia. qvayrili gadaxuru-
li iyo yviTeli feris wminda TixayriliT, 
romlis diamerti 10 m-ia, sisqe ki 20-30 sm. 
SesaZloa Tixayrili ufro maRali iyo, ma-
gram gvainbrinjaos xanaSi igi gamoiyenes 
rogorc nagebobis iataki, ris gamo igi 
mosworebul iqna. qvayrilis aRebis Semdeg 
yorRanis centris dasavleTiT gamoCnda 
marTkuTxa samarxi ormo momrgvalebuli 
kuTxeebiT (1,3mX1m, siRrme – 1,2 m), orien-
tirebuli W-O xazze. ormo gadaxuruli yo-
fila xis ZelebiT, romlis naSTebi ormos 
napirze SeimCneoda (tab. 130). 

ormos iatakze aRmoCnda cudad Senaxu-
li adamianis ConCxi, magram mainc SeimCne-
oda, rom micvalebuli wolila marjvena 
gverdze Zlier moxrili kidurebiT, TaviT 
aRmosavleTiT. ormos aRmosavleT nawilSi, 
sadac Tavis qala unda yofiliyo, iatakze 
ido brtyeli qva (baliSi). ormos dasavleT 
nawilSi micvalebulis fexebTan aRmoCnda 
wvrilfexa saqonlis areuli Zvlebi. ormos 
samxreT-dasavleT kuTxeSi Cadgmuli iyo 

erTi mTeli Tixis WurWeli. ormo 0,30 m-is 
simaRle amovsebuli iyo wminda miwiT, ro-
melic, rogorc Cans, Caiyara ormoSi jer 
kidev gadaxurvis arsebobis dros. gadax-
urvis Cangrevis Semdeg ormo amoivso qvay-
rilis qvebiT (tab. 130; sur. 95).

yorRani N#2 gaiTxara yorRani #1-is 
CrdiloeTiT 8 m-is daSorebiT. dafiqsir-
da mxolod kromlexis naSTebi, romlis di-
ametric 8 m-s Seadgens. TviTon kromlexi 
warmoadgenda saSualo zomis qvebisgan age-
bul kedels, romlis sigane 0,5 m-ia, xolo 
simaRle 0,2 m. kromlexis centrSi aRmoCnda 
ormo, orientirebuli N-S xazze, romlis 
zomebia 1,6X1,1 m-ze, h – 1,3 m. ormos Zlier 
momrgvalebuli kuTxeebi hqonda. mis Crdi-
loeT nawilSi aRmoCnda mrgvali foso, 
romelic boZis Casadgmeli ormos STabe-
Wdilebas tovebda. masSi vertikalurad 
Cadgmuli iyo mogrZo qvebi. fosos diamet-
ric 0,3 m, h – 0,4 m. #2 yorRanis kamera pir-
wmindad gaZarcvuli iyo (tab. 131). marTa-
lia, damaTariRebuli masala #2 yorRanSi 
ar aRmoCnda, magram misi strtigrafiuli 
mdebareoba ueWvels xdis mis Tanadroulo-
bas #1 yorRanTan. 

strtigrafiuli monacemebis garda, mniS-
vnelovani damaTariRebeli nivTia #1 yor-
RanSi napovni dergis tipis Tixis WurWeli, 
pirfarTo, pirgadaSlili, xeliT naZerwi, 
asimetriuli formis, brtyeli ZiriT. ga-
momwvaria Ria yavisfrad, adgil-adgil Savi 
laqebiT (muri?), xaoiani zedapiriT. keci 
qarsnarevia (sur. 95). [11]. 
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adrebrinjaos xana

1972 wels adrebrinjaos xanis kuTvni-
li naSTebi gaiTxara goris samxreT-aRmo-
savleT nawilSi, ferdze. gamovlinda erTi 
Senobis naSTi; Senoba nagebi iyo lastiT, 
romelic orive mxridan Selesili iyo Tix-
iT. lastis anabeWdiani baTqaSebi faravda 
iataks. Senoba, Cans, damxrobili iyo Crdi-
loeTidan samxreTisaken. gaiTxara Crdi-
lo, ukana mxare, danarCeni ferdobis Caqce-
visas ganadgurebulia. Senobas Sesasvleli 
samxreTiT, ferdobis mxridan hqonda. ia-
taki – Tixis, kargad motkepnili, Semonax-
uli ukana kedlis gaswvriv gamarTuli iyo 
Tarosebri mcire SemaRleba, romlis bo-
loebi, nawilobriv, gverdis kedlebis gas-
wvrivac gadioda. Senobis Semonaxuli Crdi-
lo-dasavleTi kuTxe momrgvalebuli iyo. 
oTaxis RerZis xazze, kedlidan 1,5 m daS-
orebiT, amoRebuli iyo dedaboZis ormo, 
romlis gverdebi qviT iyo gamagrebuli.

gansakuTrebul yuradRebas ipyrob-
da kedlis gaswvrivi SemaRleba, masze 
jguf-jgufad ewyo Tixis WurWeli – erTi 
mozrdili doqiseburi da mis irgvliv sami 
Tu oTxi patara, welSi gamoyvanili Tix-
is sasmisi. sul iyo 6 aseTi jgufi. sam-sa-
mi didi WurWeli ido Crdilo-dasavleT 
kuTxesTan, dedaboZsa da SemaRlebas Soris 
iatakze [39, gv. 61-62].

SemdgomSi aRmoCnda, rom adrebrinjaos 
xanis fena mTel borcvze vrceldeba.

adreuli fenebis Seswavla xerxdeba mx-
olod goris samxreT-dasavleT nawilSi, 
romelic gaTxrebamde iyo dazianebuli da 
taZris droindeli raime mniSvnelovani 
nagebobebi ar aRmoCenila.

1986-1989 wlebSi Seswavlil iqna cix-
iagoris adrebrinjaos xanis fena. gaTxri-
li farTobi 300 kv. m aRemateba. gaTxrebi 
mimdinareobda XXVI seqtorSi [19]. 

doneebis da fenebis aRweriloba

antikuri xanis fenebis qveS, romelTa 
simZlavre 4 m aRemateba, 0,5-0,7 m sisqis gvi-
anbrinjaos xanis fena gaiTxara, romlis 
qveS gamovlinda 0,3 m sisqis Ria nacrisferi 
danaleqi, steriluri fena. es steriluri 
fena, adre da gvianbrinjaos xanis fenebs 

Soris Seiqmna maSin, rodesac borcvi mi-
tovebuli iyo da sacxovreblad ar gamoi-
yeneboda. amave danaleq fenaze gamarTuli 
iyo Suabrinjaos xanis gviandeli etapis 
yorRanuli samarxebi. 

danaleqi fenis qveS aRmoCnda adrebrin-
jaos xanis fena, 1 m simZlavris, romelSic 
ori done gamoiyofa – A da B. done A or na-
saxlar fenas Seicavs, done B – sam nasaxlar 
fenas (tab. 132). 

miuxedavad fenebs Soris arsebuli ka-
vSirisa, maT masalebSi SeiniSneba zogier-
Ti Tavisebureba, romelic sagangebod aR-
niSnuli iqneba gamoyofili fenebis daxas-
iaTebisas.

A done

es done TiTqmis mTlianad ganadgurebu-
li iyo gviandeli ormoebiT da gvianbrin-
jaos xanis Senobebis saZirkvlebiT. unda 
aRiniSnos, rom Cven mier Seswavlil farTo-
bze 80-ze meti sameurneo ormo gamovlin-
da. ormoebi sxvadasxva zomisaa, diametriT 
1-1,7 m, zogierTis siRrme 2 m aRwevs, xSirad 
Wrian erTmaneTs. am ormoebis umravleso-
ba antikur da gvianbrinjaos xanas miekuT-
vneba. bevri maTgani gruntamde aris day-
vanili da adrebrinjaos xanis fenas Zlier 
azianebs.

A done gaTxrili farTobis CrdiloeT 
nawilSi aris SemorCenili me-15, me-40, 41-e, 
42-e kvadratebSi, misi simZlavre saSualod 
30-40 sm udris. igi or nasaxlar fenas Sei-
cavs. am dones miekuTvneba agreTve 13 ormo 
(tab. 133-134; sur. 96).

A
1
 fena. uSualod danaleqi fenis qveS 

(tab. 133). me-15 kvadratSi gamovlinda Se-
nobis naSTi. gaiwminda iataki 1,8×1,2 m. iat-
aki, 5 sm sisqis, mravaljer aris molesili 
yviTeli feris namjanarevi TixiT. Crdi-
loeT mxares nageboba gauTxrel farTobSi 
Sedis. dasavleT da samxreT mxares Senoba 
dazianebulia gviandeli ormoebiT. aRmo-
savleT mxares gamovlinda Tixis kedeli, 
sigrZe 1,2 m, sigane 15 sm, simaRle 15-20 sm. 
iataki momrgvalebuli kuTxiT uerTdeba 
kedels. kedeli, rogorc Cans, Tixatkepni-
li an alizisaa. arc sarebis, arc wnelis kva-
li ar etyoba. iataks daxra aqvs samxreT-aR-
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mosavleT mxares. saTavsos kedlidan 40 sm 
daSorebiT, iatakze daZerwilia gamouwvavi 
Tixis rgoli, gare diametri 35 sm, Sida 10 
sm, simaRle 1-3 sm. aRmosavleTi mxare ufro 
maRalia. cecxlis kvali ar etyoba. iat-
akze in situ aRmoCnda didi WurWlis natexe-
bi, Savpriala, vardisfersarCuliani, didi 
naxevarsferuli yurebiT: mis gverdze ori 
patara qila, mTeli (erTi maTgani obsidi-
anis did nukleusze iyo dapirqvavebuli) 
da erTi welSi gamoyvanili patara sasmisi 
(sur. 97

1
).

41-e-42-e kvadratebSi gamovlinda meo-
re Senobis naSTi, iataki, romelic yviTeli 
feris namjanarevi TixiTaa molesili. misi 
sisqe 5-6 sm Seadgenda, igi mravaljer aris 
molesili. nagebobis zomebis da gegmarebis 
garkveva ar xerxdeba. iataki mofenili iyo 
keramikis natexebiT (tab. 134). 41 kvadratSi, 
# 28 ormos piras dafiqsirda keris frag-
mentebi, romelic Zlier iyo damtvreuli 
(tab. 152; sur. 127). 

fenas cecxlis kvali ar etyoba. arc didi 
ngrevis niSnebia. am fenis Senobebi mitove-
buli Cans.

A
2
 fena. misi simZlavre 15-20 sm Seadgens. 

aseve fragmentulad dafiqsirda. me-40-e, 
41-e kvadratebSi gaiwminda sakmaod didi 
Tixatkepnili moedani, romelic wvrili 
riyis qvebis Semzadebaze aris gamarTuli. 
moedanze keramikis ramdenime grova dafiq-
sirda. moedani molesili iyo yviTeli 
feris namjanarevi TixiT. masac ar etyobo-
da cecxlis kvali.

xolo 91 kvadratSi gaiTxara patara, ro-
gorc Cans, sameurneo daniSnulebis, saTav-
so. igi marTkuTxa formisaa – 2,8×2 m. SerCe-
nili hqonda kedlebi CrdiloeT, dasavleT 
da samxreT mxares. kedlebis sigane 0,3 m, si-
maRle 10-15 sm. CrdiloeTi kedeli brtyeli 
riyis qvebiT iyo nagebi, danarCeni kedlebi 
Tixatkepnilia, am saTavsos iataki 10 sm-iT 
dabalia qveda, B

1
 fenis Senobis iatakis do-

neze, romelSic CaWrilia. iatakze aRmoCn-
da erTi didi WurWlis namtvrevebis grova.

amave fenas ekuTvnis daudgeneli dan-
iSnulebis, saSualo zomis riyis qvebisagan 
Semdgari qvayrili 89, 90 kvadratebSi da na-
crovani fena 116 kvadratSi (tab. 134).

A dones miekuTvneba, rogorc Tavisi 

stratigrafiiT, ise masaliT, ormoebi ## 
4, 5, 11, 15, 18, 19, 62, 68, 69, 77, 78, 79, 81.

am ormoebSi ori jgufi gamoiyofa.
pirveli jgufi – ormoebi ## 4, 11, 15, 18, 

19, 62, 68. maTi diametri 0,8-1 m, siRrme 0,6-0,8 
m. kedlebi swori, cilindruli moyvanilo-
bisa aqvT. ormoebi amovsebuli iyo mozr-
dili riyis qvebiT, nacriT, mcire raodeno-
biT obsidianis usaxo anatkecebiT da kera-
mikis mcirericxovani natexebiT, romelTa 
zedapiri dafaruli iyo sxvadasxva mxares 
usistemod mimarTuli savarcxliseburi 
zolebiT da Savpriala, Txelkeciani Wur-
Wlebis fragmentebiT (tab. 141; sur. 112).

meore jgufi – ormoebi ## 5, 69, 77, 78, 
79, 81. maTi diametri 1,2-1,7 m, siRrme 1,3-1,6 
m. formiT zariseburi, Zirisken gafarToe-
buli. ormoebs Zirze 10-15 sm nacris fena 
hqondaT da mTel simaRleze nacrovani 
Sreebi SeimCneoda. zogierT maTgans fsker-
ze gaurkveveli formis danaZerwebi hqon-
daT, gamouwvavi TixiT gakeTebuli, romlis 
dafiqsireba ver moxerxda. am jgufis or-
moebSi metad mravalricxovani da mraval-
ferovani nivTieri masala aRmoCnda (tab. 
141-147).

stratigrafiulad, pirveli jgufi or-
moebisa ufro gviandelia, radgan, zog 
SemTxvevaSi, isini Wrian A

1
 fenis iatakebs, 

magram maT A dones vakuTvnebT, radgan isi-
ni steriluri fenis Seqmnamdea CaWrili.

meore jgufis ormoebi stratigrafi-
uli monacemebis mixedviT A donis nasax-
lar fenebs ekuTvnis, magram ar aris gam-
oricxuli, rom maTi nawili cota ufro 
adrea gamarTuli, im mcire qronologiuri 
wyvetilis dros, romelic arsebobs A da B 
doneebs Soris. yvela SemTxvevaSi ormoebi 
Wrian B donis samive nasaxlar fenas.

A donis ormoebi, Cveni azriT, miekuT-
vneba ara sameurneo, aramed saritualo 
ormoebs. es mosazreba ufro naTlad das-
turdeba ormoebSi aRmoCenili nivTieri ma-
salis analizis dros.

A doneze mopovebuli nivTieri masala

A done mdidaria nivTieri masaliT, mi-
uxedavad imisa, rom igi Zlier iyo da-
zianebuli da SemorCenilia da gaTxrili 
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SedarebiT mcire farTobze, masalis umrav-
lesobas keramika Seadgens. igi miT ufro 
mniSvnelovania, rom, iSviaTi gamonaklisis 
garda, mopovebulia in situ SenobaTa iatake-
bis fragmentebze da maT gareT. am dones 
miekuTvneba agreTve cameti ormos masala, 
TiToeuli maTgani Tavisebur daxurul 
kompleqss warmoadgens.

A done Seicavs or nasaxlar fenas, zeda, 
A

1
 fenis masala: Tixatkepnil iatakebze da 

maTTan dakavSirebul fenaSi (tab. 148-150); 
qveda A

2
 fena, romelic mcire farTobzea 

gamovlenili da mcirericxovan masalas 
Seicavs – Tixatkepnil iatakze da masTan 
dakavSirebul fenaSi (tab. 151). ormoebis 
masala: ##11, 18, 69, 19, 15, 68, 4, 79, 5 or-
moebi (tab. 141), #81 ormo (tab. 142-144), #78 
ormo (tab. 145-146), #77 ormo (tab. 147). 

miuxedavad keramikis mravalferovnebi-
sa da im SesamCnevi zogierTi sxvaobisa, 
romelic Cans nasaxlaris iatakebze gam-
ovlenil masalebsa da ormoebSi mopove-
bul masalebs Soris, da TviT am ormoebis 
masalebis zogjer Taviseburi sxvaobisa, 
Cven migvaCnia, rom A donis masala erTian 
kompleqss warmoadgens da ganxiluli 
iqneba erTad.

dergebi, sqelkedliani, msxvil-
marcvlovani Tixisagan naZerwi fena-fena. 
gamomwvari Savad, vardisfer sarCulze, 
gaprialebuli zedapiriT. maT axasiaTebT 
mxrisken gafarToebuli gamoyvanili yeli, 
farTod gadaSlili piri, mkveTri garda-
texis xazi yelidan mxarze gadasvlis adg-
ilas, gamoberili korpusi da viwro Ziri. 
A

1 
fenaSi aRmoCenil dergebs aqvT, erT 

SemTxvevaSi (tab. 148
1
; sur. 113), yelis Zirze 

daZerwili ori masiuri naxevarsferuli 
yuri, meore SemTxvevaSi (tab. 148

2
) – mucel-

ze miZerwili ori momcro yuri. gansxvave-
buli formis dergi aRmoCnda amave donis 
# 78 ormoSi. isic Savpriala, vardisfer-
sarCuliania. gamoirCeva dabali yeliT da 
kvercxisebri formis taniT (tab. 145

3
).

dergis tipis WurWels miekuTvneba masi-
uri yurebis fragmentebi, naxevarsferuli 
(tab. 144

9
), zogjer zurgwiboiani (tab. 151

9
), 

da meniskisebrxvreliani, romelic xSirad 
WurWlis kedelSivea CaZerwili (tab. 145

9,10
).

mkveTrad gamoirCeva amave doneSi mop-

ovebuli dergis tipis WurWlis fragmente-
bi (tab. 151

4,11,12
), sqelkedliani, nacrisfrad 

gamomwvari, mogluvebuli yeliT, gadaSli-
li, Sesqelebuli piriT da xaoiani zedapir-
iT, romelic miRebulia WurWlis korpusis 
Txieri TixiT sagangebod Selesvis Sede-
gad. korpusze daZerwilia horizontal-
uri, reliefuri, CanaWdevebiani zolebi 
(tab. 151

11,12
).

qoTnebi, mozrdili, pirfarTo, Zir-
iTadad warmodgenilia WurWlis yurebis 
fragmentebiT (tab. 146

9
, 151

10
). yurebi zu-

rgwiboiania, lenturi, miZerwili pirsa da 
yelze, an pirsa da mxarze. WurWeli gamom-
wvaria wiTlad an vardisfrad, Ria feris 
sarCulze. gaprialebulia.

qoTnebi, viwroyeliani, warmodgenilia 
yelis fragmentebiT (tab. 144

1
, 151

2
). Wur-

Wlebi gamomwvaria vardisfrad, nacris-
frad, an Savpriala vardisfer sarCulze. am 
tipis WurWels miekuTvneba meniskisebrx-
vreliani masiuri yurebi (tab. 151

8
), miZer-

wili WurWlis korpusze.
gamoirCeva calyura, msxlisebri form-

is mozrdili xeladis fragmenti (tab. 149
1
; 

sur. 120
3
). mkveTri, safexurisebri gad-

asvliT yelidan korpusze, masiuri yuriT, 
miZerwili pirsa da mxarze. WurWeli Tx-
elkeciania, Savad gamomwvari, Savpriala 
zedapiriT. korpusze aqvs Raruli ornamen-
tiT Sesrulebuli saxeebi.

agreTve pirfarTo, dabalyeliani WurW-
lis fragmenti (tab. 149

2
; sur. 120). mas aqvs 

dabali, mxrisken gafarToebuli, kargad 
gamoyvanili yeli, gadaSlili piriT, mkve-
Tri gardatexis xaziT yelidan korpusze 
gadasvlis adgilas, gamoberili muceli da 
Seviwroebuli Ziri. mxarze mas patara, nax-
evarsferuli yuri aqvs miZerwili, WurWe-
li Txelkeciania, Savad gamomwvari, kargad 
gaprialebuli zedapiriT, yelis ZirSi, gra-
virebuli ornamentiT Sesrulebuli, daS-
trixuli samkuTxedebi sartyeli gasdevs, 
xolo korpusze, Wrilxazovani zolebiT 
Sesrulebuli Sevronebi. igive tipis da ms-
gavsi ornamentiT Semkulia # 81 ormoSi aR-
moCenili WurWlis fragmenti (tab. 142

5
), mx-

olod ornamenti mTlianad Sesrulebulia 
gravirebuli, nakawri xazebiT.

samnawiladtaniani qoTnebi, momcro 
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zomis uyuro WurWlebi (tab. 149
4,5

, 151
14

; sur. 
121), maRali, odnav gamoyvanili yeliT, ga-
daSlili piriT, mkveTrad gamoberili, xSi-
rad Sesqelebuli mucliT da viwro ZiriT. 
Txelkeciani, gamomwvari Savad, erT fenad, 
kargad gaprialebuli zedapiriT. amave 
jgufs miekuTvniba msxlisebri formis mom-
cro WurWlebis fragmentebi (tab. 146

2-4
).

yvela am momcro WurWels axasiaT-
ebs Zalze wminda da faqizi, gravirebuli 
(Wdeuli an nakawri) xazebiT ornamentireba. 
ZiriTad grafikul ornamentul stils war-
moadgens xazovani, xSirad xazovan-werti-
lovani Sesruleba horizontaluri sarty-
isa da frizis (daStrixuli samkuTxedebis 
mwkrivi, damtrixuli frizi) da xazovani 
Sevronebi an sxvadasxva elementebiT Sevse-
buli lentebis Sevronebi. erT SemTxvevaSi 
(tab. 149

4
), gravirebul ornamentTan erTad, 

gvaqvs korpusze miZerwili reliefuri 
horizontaluri Sverili, dayofili naWde-
vebiT.

reliefuri ornamenti – WurWlis mxarze 
erTmaneTis gverdiT miZerwili sami verti-
kaluri Sverili – axasiaTebs # 81 ormoSi 
aRmoCenil qoTnis fragments (tab. 143

5
). mas 

mogluvebuli yeli da xaoiani, Txieri Tix-
iT sagangebod Selesili korpusi aqvs. ms-
gavsi reliefurdanaZerwebiani fragmenti 
A

1
 fenaSic gvxvdeba (tab. 149

8
).

samnawiladtaniani qoTnebis gansxvave-
bul saxeobas warmoadgens A

1
 fenaSi mopove-

buli calebis fragmentebi (tab. 150
9,10

). maT 
aqvT farTo, gamoyvanili yeli, gadaSlili 
piriT, mkveTri gardatexis xazi yelidan 
korpusze gadasvlis adgilas da cilindru-
li formis korpusi, romelic, analogebiT 
Tu vimsjelebT, konusurad Seviwroebuli 
ZiriT mTavrdeboda. WurWlebi gamomwvaria 
vardisfrad da zedapirze mowiTalo feris 
angobis kvali emCnevaT.

agreTve, calke jgufad gamoiyofa 
sferultaniani qoTnebi. maT dabali, cil-
indruli, zogjer Sesqelebuli yeli, odnav 
gadaSlili piri da sferuli formis korpu-
si axasiaTebT. A

1 
fenaSi mopovebulia mom-

cro WurWlis fragmenti, sqelkedliani, 
vardisfrad gamomwvari, zedapirze wiTe-
li angobis kvaliT (tab. 150

7
). amave fenaSia 

nacrisfrad gamomwvari mozrdili qoT-

nis fragmenti (tab. 150
12

), mogluvebuli 
yeliT da usistemod daRaruli korpusiT. 
# 18 ormoSi aRmoCenil am tipis WurWels 
(tab. 141

18
) aseve mogluvebuli yeli, mxarze 

iribi, Rrma naWdevebi da usistemod daRa-
rulzolebiani zedapiri aqvs. 

calke unda aRiniSnos # 11 ormoSi aR-
moCenili momcro, Txelkedliani WurWlis 
fragmenti (tab. 141

11
; sur. 112), mas aqvs mkve-

Trad gadaSlili piri da gardatexis xazi 
yelidan korpusze gadasvlis adgilas. kor-
puss miuyvebian vertikaluri reliefuri 
zolebi, zeda nawilSi ki aqvs CaRrmaveba, 
foso. WurWeli gamomwvaria Savad da zeda-
piris gaprialeba liTonis bzinvarebamde 
aris miyvanili.

qilisebri formis WurWlebs miekuTvne-
ba nacrisfrad, moSavod, an moyavisfrod 
gamomwvari WurWlebi da WurWlis frag-
mentebi, rac didi raodenobiTaa warmod-
genili A donis masalaSi. zomis miuxeda-
vad, qilisebr WurWlebs axasiaTebs odnav 
gadaSlili, xSirad Sesqelebuli piri, ro-
melic uSualod an dabali yeliT gadadis 
korpusze. aqvT ganieri da brtyeli Ziri, 
korpusis zeda nawilze miZerwilia mrgva-
li, lenturi da sxva formis yurebi, aris 
uyuro calebic. ornamenti mxarze, piris 
paralelurad Semouyveba WurWels, esaa 
reliefuri, CanaWdevebiani an dakeWnili 
zoli an Sverili (sur. 119, 123, 124).

cixiagoris A donis qilisebri formis 
WurWlis ori jgufi gamoiyofa – gluvzeda-
piriani (tab. 141

79
, 144

8,10,11
, 145

5,13
, 147

12,13
, 151

7
; 

sur. 119) da xaoiani, Txieri TixiT Selesi-
li zedapiriT (tab. 141

5
, 145

2,4,6
, 150

14,18
; sur. 

123, 124). 
qilebi, mogluvebuli zedapiriT, zog-

jer gaprialebulicaa. miuxedavad amisa, 
kecSi araorganuli minarevebis siWarbis 
gamo, zedapiri uswormasworoa, mrgvali an 
lenturi formis yurebi miZerwilia yel-
sa da mxarze, zogjer asimetriulad (tab. 
147

13
), an pirsa da mxarze. # 78 ormoSi aR-

moCenili qilisebri formis WurWlebis 
yurebs zeda nawilSi foso aqvT (tab. 
146

9
), aseTive foso gakeTebulia # 79 or-

mos erT-erTi qilis korpusze miZerwili 
cruyuris zeda nawilSi (tab. 141

79
; sur. 123). 

ornamenti warmodgenilia horizontalu-
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ri, reliefuri, CanaWdevebiani an dakeWni-
li zolebiT da SverilebiT (tab. 143

2
, 145

5
, 

141
79

; sur. 123, 124).
qilisebr, Txieri TixiT Selesil zeda-

pirian WurWlebs mogluvebuli yeli da 
xaoiani korpusi aqvT. yelidan korpusze 
gadasvlis adgilas xSirad daZerwilia 
horizontaluri, reliefuri, CanaWdevebi-
ani an dakeWnili zoli (tab. 141

5
, 143

3
, 150

14
), 

an CanaWdevebiani Sverili (tab. 145
4
).

badiebi A doneze sxvadasxva tipisaa 
mopovebuli. ZiriTadad am tipis WurWeli 
fragmentebiTaa warmodgenili. aris yavis-
frad gamomwvari dabali, calyura badiebis 
fragmentebi (tab. 151

5
), pirsa da mucelze 

miZerwili yuriT. am tipis badiebi damaxas-
iaTebelia A

1
 da A

2
 fenisTvis.

sruliad gansxvavebuli tipisaa ormoeb-
Si aRmoCenili badiebi. # 78 ormoSi aRmoCn-
da didi zomis, maRali, sqelkedliani Wur-
Weli (tab. 146

8
; sur. 122). mas konusurad Se-

viwroebuli korpusi da brtyeli Ziri aqvs. 
korpusis zeda nawilze miZerwilia masiuri 
lenturi yuri. samwuxarod, ormoSi WurW-
lis mxolod naxevari iyo, amitom SesaZloa 
mas meore yuric hqonda. WurWeli gamom-
wvaria yavisfrad, msxvilmarcvlovani Tix-
isagan, gareTa piri Savadaa gaprialebuli. 
am tipis, momcro zomis WurWlis fragmen-
tebi gvxvdeba # 81 ormos masalebSi (tab. 
144

4,5
), maT ufro naxevarsferuli moyvani-

lobis yurebi axasiaTebT. gamomwvaria 
vardisfrad da gauprialebelia.

koWobis tipis WurWeli A doneSi war-
modgenilia mcirericxovani fragmen-
tebiT da erTi mTeli caliT # 78 ormoSi 
(tab. 146

1
; sur. 118). koWobi samnawilad-

taniani, ganieri, gamoyvanili yeliT, ga-
daSlili piriT, mkveTrad gamoweuli mu-
cliT, konusurad Seviwroebuli ZiriT da 
patara, brtyeli fuZiT. naxevarsferuli 
yuri miZerwilia yelsa da mxarze. WurWeli 
gamomwvaria yavisfrad, zedapiri moglu-
vebulia, gauprialebeli, koWobs Raruli 
ornamentiT Sesrulebuli saxeebi amkobs. 
yelidan mucelze gadasvlis adgilas gas-
devs ori Rarisgan Semdgari zoli, romlis 
zemoT – yelze da qvemoT – korpusze, yuris 
mopirdapire mxares datanilia geometri-
uli saxeebi, meandrebi da sxv. ornamenti 

datanilia svel Tixaze, saxeldaxelod, ar 
aris mosworebuli.

tolCebi sxvadasxva tipisaa, ZiriTadad 
warmodgenilia fragmentebis saxiT. mom-
cro zomis mTeli WurWeli A

1
 fenaSia aRmo-

Cenili (tab. 150
6
; sur. 116). mas gamoyvanili 

yeli, gadaSlili piri, gamoberili muceli 
da viwro Ziri aqvs, mxarze miZerwilia meni-
skisebrxvreliani patara yuri. WurWeli 
gamomwvaria yavisfrad, zedapiri gapri-
alebulia, xolo Sidapiri saxeldaxelodaa 
mosworebuli.

# 81 ormoSi aRmoCnda gaprialebuli, 
moyviTalo feris tolCa (tab. 142

6
; sur. 

117), dabali, farTo yeliT, gadaSlili pir-
iT, mkveTri xaziT yelidan mucelze gad-
asvlis adgilas, momrgvalebuli korpusiT. 
yuri miZerwilia pirsa da mxarze. tolCa 
Semkulia Wrilxazovani ornamentiT. yel-
idan korpusze gadasvlis adgilas sartye-
lia Seqmnili, romelzec jguf-jgufad 
daStrixuli samkuTxedebia ganlagebuli, 
xolo sartylis qveS, korpusze CamoSvebu-
lia Sevronebi, sxva geometriuli saxeebi.

gansxvavebuli tipis mozrdil tolCas 
unda ekuTvnodes # 78 ormoSi mopovebuli 
WurWlis fragmenti (tab. 146

7
). mas swori, 

cilindruli tani da mkveTrad Seviwroe-
buli Ziri aqvs; WurWeli gamomwvaria yavis-
frad da mogluvebuli zedapiri aqvs, igi 
Semkulia Wrilxazovani ornamentiT.

jamebi sxvadasxva tipisaa; mozrdili, 
konusuri moyvanilobis, brtyeli ZiriT 
(tab. 151

3
), gamomwvari vardisfrad, moglu-

vebuli zedapiriT. am tipis WurWlis frag-
ments A

1
 fenidan (tab. 149

6
) Sesqelebuli 

piri da zedapirze xazovan-wertilovani 
ornamentiT Sesrulebuli saxeebi aqvs.

momcro zomis profilirebuli jamebi 
(tab. 151

1
) gamoyvanili yeliT, gadaSlili 

piriT, gamoweuli mucliT da viwro Zir-
iT xasiaTdebian. yuradRebas ipyrobs # 78 
ormoSi aRmoCenili aseTi tipis WurWlis 
fragmenti (tab. 146

2
), mkveTrad profili-

rebuli, safexurisebri gadasvliT yeli-
dan mucelze da muclidan Zirze. WurWeli 
yavisfradaa gamomwvari da Sida da gare 
piri kargadaa gaprialebuli. yelze da mu-
celze aqvs faqizi, gravirebuli ornamen-
tiT Sesrulebuli saxeebi; yelze damtrix-
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uli samkuTxedebi, xolo korpusze – far-
To zolebiT Seqmnili Sevronebi zed daS-
trixuli samkuTxedebiT.

jamebis gansxvavebul tips miekuTvne-
ba mozrdili, sqelkedliani, pirmoyrili, 
sferultaniani WurWlis fragmenti (tab. 
150

8
), vardisfrad gamomwvari da angobire-

buli. WurWlis fragmenti cilindrultani-
ani, momrgvalebuli ZiriT (tab. 142

4
), yavis-

frad gamomwvari, mogluvebuli, Wrilxazo-
vani ornamentiT Semkuli zedapiriT.

sasmisebi, Savpriala, sqelkedliani, yel-
gamoyvanili, mkveTrad gafarToebul mu-
cliani da konusuri moyvanilobis Sedre-
kilZiriania. maT Soris gansxvaveba SeiniS-
neba zomasa da moyvanilobaSi (tab. 150

1-3
). 

erTi sasmisis fragmentze (tab. 146
5
) re-

liefuri, wriuli danaZerwia da am sasmis-
is zedapiri ufro kargadaa gaprialebuli, 
vidre sxva calebisa.

sasmisebs miekuTvneba agreTve A
1
 fenaSi 

mopovebuli farToyeliani da farToZiri-
ani, qilisebri formis WurWeli (tab. 150

4,5
), 

iseve gamomwvari da gaprialebuli Savad, 
rogorc danarCeni sasmisebi.

A
1
 doneze mopovebul masalaSi gamoiyo-

fa erTi jgufi ornamentirebuli keramikis 
fragmentebisa, romlebic mcire zomis Wur-
Wels ekuTvnis. fragmentulobis gamo, ver 
xerxdeba am WurWlebis formebis aRdgena. 
am jgufis yvela WurWlis fragmenti Tx-
elkedliani, Savprialaa, Semkuli faqizad 
Sesrulebuli gravirebuli (tab. 151

3-5
), an 

Raruli, Wrilxazovani ornamentiT (tab. 
141

19
, 142

2
, 143

6
, 147

5,6
). am jgufis WurWlebis 

fragmentebis umravlesoba gamoirCe-
va zedapiris gaprialebis gansakuTrebiT 
maRali doniT (sur. 114, 121, 125).

calke jgufad gamoiyofa ormoebSi aR-
moCenili WurWlis kedlis usaxo fragmen-
tebi, romlebsac sxvadasxva mxares usiste-
mod mimarTuli savarcxliskvalisebri, da-
Rarulzolebiani zedapiri aqvT (tab. 141, 
142

3
, 150

12
; sur. 112).

sxva keramikuli fragmentebidan aRsani-
Snavia A

2
 fenaSi mopovebuli WurWlis yelis 

fragmenti zed daZerwili patara naxevars-
feruli cruyuriT (tab. 151

6
), gaurkveveli 

daniSnulebis Savpriala keramikis frag-
menti (tab. 151

17
), romelic, albaT, WurWlis 

qusls unda warmoadgendes; agreTve WurW-
lis swori kedlis fragmenti, orive mxares 
horizontaluri, reliefuri danaZerwiT 
da pirze patara, wvetiani SveriliT (tab. 
151

13
), vardisfrad gamomwvari, mogluvebu-

li zedapiriT. SesaZloa didi tafiseburi 
WurWlis kedlis fragmentia.

tafiseburi, gverdamoRaruli, stacio-
naruli da gadasatani sxvadasxva zomis 
WurWeli mravalricxovani fragmentebiT 
aris warmodgenili rogorc fenaSi, ise or-
moebSi (tab. 143

4,10,11
, 145

14
, 146

6,11
, 147

8
; sur. 

122). xSirad am WurWlis kedlebze sxvadasx-
va saxis reliefuri danaZerwebia gakeTebu-
li. erT SemTxvevaSi (tab. 143

4
) WurWlis 

kedeli Sezneqilia da masze reliefuri 
CanaWdevebiani zolia miZerwili., tafise-
buri WurWlebis kedlebi kargad aris ga-
momwvari vardisfrad, nacrisfrad an yviT-
lad, zedapiri mogluvebulia, zogjer, 
araorganuli minarevebis siWarbis gamo, 
zedapiri uswormasworoa.

kerebi. keramikul nawarms warmoadgens. 
agreTve A doneSi mopovebuli mravalricx-
ovani fragmentebi mrgvali, Sverilebiani 
kerebisa, sxvadasxva zomis da moyvanilo-
bis; ZiriTadad warmodgenilia kerebis 
Sverilebi; TiTqmis yvela ormos masalaSi 
gvxvdeba erTi an ramdenime aseTi Sverili, 
gvxvdeba rogorc stacionaruli kerebis 
mozrdili Sverilebi, ise gadasatani ker-
ebis momcro zomis Sverilebi (tab. 144

13
, 

146
10

, 151
15

). gadasatani kerebis Sverilebi, 
xSir SemTxvevaSi, wiTladaa SeRebili.

gansakuTrebul yuradRebas ipyrobs A
1
 

fenis erT-erTi iatakis fragmentze aR-
moCenili mrgvali, stacionaruli, Sver-
ilebiani kera (tab. 152; sur. 127). igi Zlier 
dazianebuli iyo da misi aRdgena ar xerx-
deba. kera Cadgmuli iyo iatakSi amoTxril 
ormoSi. mas kargad gamomwvari, cilindru-
li moyvanilobis, napirisken gafarToebu-
li kedlebi aqvs. Ziri ar gaaCnia, keris pro-
filirebuli, farTo, nawili acilebuli 
iyo iatakis dones. SigniTa mxridan keras 
sami Sverili hqonda miZerwili, erTi moz-
rdili da ori SedarebiT momcro, romleb-
sac or-ori „Tvalisebri“ CaRrmaveba aqvT. 
keris dazianebis gamo, Znelia am Sverilebis 
urTierTganlagebis zustad dadgena. kera 
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naZerwia msxvilmarcvlovani Tixisagan, ga-
momwvaria movardisfro-moyviTalod. pro-
filirebuli farTo zeda nawili, Sidapiri 
da Sverilebi sufTadaa molesili wminda 
TixiT da gaprialebulia. keras ar emCneva 
cecxlis xangrZlivi moqmedebis kvali, mi-
uxedavad imisa, rom igi wminda nacriT iyo 
amovsebuli.

keramikul nawarms agreTve miekuTvneba 
gaurkveveli daniSnulebis, konusuri moy-
vanilobis mcire zomis WurWeli, romlis 
fragmentebi # 81 ormoSi aRmoCnda (tab. 
142

1
; sur. 122). igi Txelkedliania, yavisfrad 

aris gamomwvari da sustad zedapirgapri-
alebuli. gadarCenil fragmentebze mas aqvs 
sami patara naxvreti, zonaris gasayreli, 
ori kideze da erTi konusis wverTan, kideze 
naxvretebi isea ganlagebuli, rom unda vi-
varaudoT, mesame naxvretic hqonda simet-
riisTvis, radgan, rogorc Cans, Camosakidi 
iyo. konusis gare zedapirze, xazovan-wer-
tilovani ornamentiT datanilia sxvadasx-
va saxeebi. es saxeebi isea ganlagebuli, rom 
rCeba STabeWdileba, maT raRac azrobrivi 
datvirTva unda hqonodaT.

A doneze mopovebulia erTi Tixis bor-
blis modeli (tab. 150

22
), Savad gamomwvari, 

mogluvebuli zedapiriT, da cecxlgam-
Zle Tixisagan damzadebuli, vardisfrad 
gamomwvari, culis Camosasxmeli yalibis 
fragmenti (tab. 150

21
; sur. 126).

A donis # 77 ormoSi aRmoCnda erTi an-
tropomorfuli (mamakacis) figura (tab. 
147

1
; sur. 126). msxvilmarcvlovani Tixisa-

gan gamoZerwilia 5,5 sm simaRlis da 3 sm di-
ametris momrgvalebuli figura, romelsac 
zeda nawili Seviwroebuli aqvs da figuris 
Tavia gadmocemuli. kargad Cans cxviri da 
CaRrmavebebiT gakeTebuli Tvalebi. kargad 
gamoyofili xelebi moxrilia da mkerdzea 
mikruli. figura gamomwvaria vardisfrad 
da kargad mosworebuli zedapiri aqvs.

liTonis nivTebi

xvia - spilenZis (Cu: 99,9: ± 0,19%, Ca: 0,8 ± 
0,3% Fe: 0,1 ± 0,04%).

Zvlis nivTebi

A doneSi mopovebulia erTi borblis 

formis gaxvretili kviristavi (tab. 141
5
) 

# 5 ormoSi da sokosebri kviristavis 

fragmenti (tab. 149
15

).

B done

A donis qveS, gaTxrili farTobis mTel 
sivrceze, aRmoCnda axali done, romelic 
sam nasaxlar fenas Seicavs. igi Cven mier 
gamoyofilia rogorc B done. es done gamo-
eyofa zeda A dones Txeli nacrovani feniT 
da alag-alag SeimCneva 2-3 sm sisqis nacris-
feri danaleqi fena, rac gvafiqrebinebs am 
or dones Soris arsebul mcire qronolo-
giuri wyvetilis arsebobas. B donis qveda 
nasaxlari fena uSualod ganamarxebul hu-
muss adevs. am donis simZlavre saSualod 
60-70 sm udris.

B done mdidaria nivTieri masaliT, rom-
lis umravlesobas keramika Seadgens. igi 
miT ufro mniSvnelovania, rom, iSviaTi ga-
monaklisis garda, mopovebulia in situ, Se-
nobebSi da maT gareT, gansakuTrebiT B

2
 fe-

naSi, romlis nasaxlaric ganadgurebuli 
iyo xanZrisagan, ris gamoc is xeluxleblad 
dakonservda. gansxvavebuli mdgomareobaa 
B

1
 da B

3 
fenebSi, romlebic, jer erTi, nax-

anZrali ar yofila da garda amisa, SemorCe-
nilia da gaTxrili SedarebiT mcire far-
Tobze.

B
1
 fena. am fenis simZlavre, yvelaze ukeT 

SemorCenil, gaTxrili farTobis samxreT 
nawilSi, saSualod 25 sm udris. 90, 91, 115, 
116 kvadratebSi gamovlenilia ramdenime 
Senobis naSTi (tab. 135).

115-e, 116-e kvadratebSi gaiwminda nage-
bobis iataki, 5×4 m-ze, 7 sm sisqis, molesili 
yviTeli feris wminda TixiT, romlis cen-
trSi mrgvali, Sverilebiani, 1 m diametris, 
kera iyo Cadgmuli; kera qvebiT da nacriT 
iyo amovsebuli, misi erTi motexili Sver-
ili sakmaod Rrmad, qvebs Soris aRmoCn-
da. iseTi STabeWdileba rCeba, rom es kera 
amoqoles. kera Zlier iyo dazianebuli an-
tikuri xanis ormoTi (sur. 97

2
). keris Crdi-

lo-dasavleTiT, 0,5 m daSorebiT, iatakSi 
Cadgmuli iyo jamiseburi WurWeli (tab. 
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154
8
; sur. 133

6
). iataki dasavleTidan ifar-

gleboda qvis kedliT, romlis sigrZe 4 m, 
sigane 0,7 m, simaRle 0,3 m-ia. xolo, Crdi-
loeTidan mas uerTdeboda aliziT nagebi 
kedeli, romlis SerCenili sigrZea 1,6 m, 
sigane 0,4 m, simaRle 0,15 m. es ori kedeli Se-
nobis Crdilo-dasavleT kuTxes kravs. ro-
gorc Cans, Senoba marTkuTxa formis iyo, 
5×4 m-ze. Sesasvleli CrdiloeTidan unda 
hqonoda.

90-e kvadratSi, alizis kedlis Crdi-
loeTiT, dafiqsirda masTan dakavSirebu-
li Tixatkepnili iataki, romelzec didi 
zomis WurWlebis gverdebi iyo dalagebu-
li (sur. 128), unda aRiniSnos, rom B

1
 fenis 

Senobis naSTebs cecxlis kvali ar etyoba, 
xolo misi iataki molesilia uSualod B

2 

fenis baTqaSebze.
B

1
 fenas miekuTvneba # 17 saritualo 

ormo. ormos diametri 1,2 m, siRrme 1,7 m; 
zariseburi formisaa. 

ormos Ziri 20 sm sisqis wminda nacris 
feniT iyo motkepnili. mTel simaRleze 
ormos mouyveboda nacriT motkepnili 
Sreebi 8-10 sm sisqis, sul Svidi Sre dada-
sturda. Sreebs Soris manZili 15-20 sm-ia. 
Sreebze sagangebod iyo dalagebuli ro-
gorc mTeli WurWlebi, ise WurWlis na-
texebi da sxva nivTieri masala. zog SemTx-
vevaSi, erTi WurWlis natexebi sxvadasxva 
Sreebze elaga.

agreTve B
1
 fenas miekuTvneba 66-e kvad-

ratSi gamovlenili, iatakze daZerwili 
gamouwvavi Tixis rgoli, 1,1 m diametris. 
rgolis Sida kedlebs cecxlis susti kvali 
etyoba. igi amovsebuli iyo wminda nacriT. 
rgols dasavleTis mxridan gamarTuli 
hqonda, brtyeli qvebisagan Sedgenili pa-
tara baqani, rac, SesaZloa, sakurTxevlis 
naSTi iyos. 

B
1
 fena

keramika

B
1
 fenaSi keramikuli masala mravalricx-

ovani, magram umeteswilad fragmentulia 
(tab. 153-156, sur. 128-136). es imiT aixsneba, 
rom xsenebuli fena, rogorc Cans, mitove-
buli iyo mosaxleobis mier, Tanac igi Zli-

er dazianebulia zeda fenebis sameurneo 
ormoebiT. fenas agreTve miekuTvneba # 
17 saritualo ormos masala (tab. 157-159), 
romlis nawili mTeli calebiT aris war-
modgenili. keramika naZerwia xeliT, dax-
vewilad, fenebad, gansxvavebuli sisqisa da 
struqturis Tixisagan; gvxvdeba rogorc 
sqelkedliani, msxvilmarcvlovani Tixis-
agan naZerwi WurWeli, ise Txelkedliani, 
wminda struqturis Tixis nawarmi. Wur-
Wlis zedapiri umTavresad gaprialebu-
lia, zogjer Signidanac. aris gaupriale-
beli calebic. mcire gamonaklisis garda, 
WurWels aqvs Savi, moyavisfro, an wiTeli 
Seferiloba, ZiriTadad vardisfer an na-
crisfer sarCulze. aris vardisfrad ga-
momwvari da Savpriala calebi. aris wiTeli 
saRebaviT SeRebili WurWeli (sur. 130).

WurWlis Sesamkobad farTod gamoyenebu-
lia grafikuli saxeebi, umTavresad amokaw-
ruli. agreTve aris CaRarul-amoburculi 
da reliefuri ornamenti.

dergebi. sqelkedliani, msxvil-
marcvlovani Tixisagan naZerwi fena-fena. 
gamomwvari Savad, yavisfrad, an wiTlad, 
vardisfer sarCulze (sur. 128, 129), kargad 
gaprialebuli zedapiriT. maT axasiaTebT 
gamoyvanili yeli, farTod gadaSlili piri. 
mkveTri gardatexis xazi yelidan mxarze da 
muclidan Zirze gadasvlis adgilas. maT ar 
axasiaTebT yurebi an raime saxis ornamenti. 
mxolod erTi dergia Semkuli ornamentiT; 
mis korpusze miZerwilia masiuri yuri (tab. 
153

1,2
; sur. 129). mxarze Semouyveba ori Rar-

iT Seqmnili sartyeli, xolo mis qveS, kor-
pusze, CaRarul-amoburculi ornamentiT 
Sesrulebuli reliefuri meandrebi. 

qoTnebi. mozrdili, pirfarTo, ZiriTa-
dad warmodgenilia yurebis fragmentebiT 
(tab. 155). yurebi zurgwiboiani, lenturi, 
miZerwilia pirsa da yelze an pirsa da mx-
arze. WurWeli gamomwvaria yavisfrad an 
wiTlad, gaprialebulia, vardisfer an nac-
risfer sarCulze.

qoTnebi, viwroyeliani, warmodgenilia 
yelis fragmentebiT (tab. 154

2
) da meniskise-

brxvreliani masiuri yurebiT, romlebic 
WurWlis korpuszea miZerwili. WurWeli 
gamomwvaria vardisfrad an nacrisfrad, 
gaprialebulia.
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samnawiladtaniani uyuro qoTnebi (tab. 
154

7
, 158

13
). maT axasiaTebs maRali, odnav gam-

oyvanili yeli, dabali, mkveTrad gamoberi-
li muceli da viwro Ziri, gamomwvaria Sa-
vad, vardisfer sarCulze da SesaniSnavad 
gaprialebuli (sur. 133

1
).

qilisebri formis WurWeli warmodge-
nilia fragmentebiT (tab. 155

1,2
). zomis mi-

uxedavad, qilisebur WurWlebs axasiaT-
ebs odnav gadaSlili, xSirad Sesqelebuli 
piri, romelic, uSualod an Zalze dabali 
yeliT gadadis korpusze. korpusis zeda 
nawilze, ZiriTadad pirsa da tanze, miZer-
wilia mrgvali an lenturi formis yurebi, 
erTs (tab. 155

1
) zemodan foso aqvs. WurWeli 

gamomwvaria moyavisfrod an nacrisfrad; 
kecSi araorganuli minarevebis siWarbis 
gamo, zedapiri uswormasworoa, xaoiani.

badiebi, calyura, maRali da dabali (tab. 
154

5,6
, 157, 158

5,6,9
). maT aqvT farTod gadaSli-

li piri, gamoyvanili yeli, konusurad Sevi-
wroebuli Ziri da brtyeli fuZe. yuri miZ-
erwilia pirsa da mucels Soris. TiTqmis 
yvela yavisfrad aris gamomwvari da gapri-
alebuli, xolo Sidapiri Savi aqvs da sa-
gangebod gaprialebuli. dabali badiebi, 
saritualo ormodan (tab. 158

5,6
) gamoirCeva 

patara zomebiT.
gverdSezneqili badiebi warmodgenil-

ia samtota yuriT (tab. 159
3
), gamomwvari 

moyviTalo feriT, erT fenad da angobi-
rebuli. badiis tipis WurWels miekuTvne-
ba agreTve pirmoyrili WurWeli naxevars-
feruli yuriT (tab. 157

1
; sur. 133

3
). mTeli 

cali aRmoCnda saritualo ormoSi. mas 
morgvalebuli, korpusi da brtyeli Ziri 
aqvs, korpusze miZerwilia yuri. gamom-
wvaria vardisfrad, gauprialebeli, yelT-
an wiTeli feris saRebavis kvali emCneva. 
aseTive WurWlis fragmentebi mopovebu-
lia fenaSic (tab. 155

4
).

koWobebi, samnawildataniani, ganieri, 
gamoyvanili yeliT, gadaSlili, wamaxuli 
piriT, gamoweuli mucliT, mkveTri garda-
texis xaziT yelidan mucelze gadasvlis 
adgilas, konusurad Seviwroebuli ZiriT; 
yuri miZerwilia pirsa da yelze (tab. 154

4
). 

gamomwvari yavisfrad vardisfer sarCul-
ze, gaprialebuli. gvxvdeba. ornamentire-
buli fragmentebic; WurWlis mxarze Rare-

biT Seqmnilia sartyeli da mis qvemoT, kor-
pusze CamoSvebulia meandrebi, Sesrulebu-
li CaRarul-amoburculi ornamentiT (tab. 
153, 159

1
; sur. 133

4
). fragmentebi ZiriTadad 

Savpriala, vardisfersarCuliania. 
tolCebi warmodgenilia WurWlis frag-

mentebiT, ZiriTadad Savpriala, nacrisfer 
sarCulze. aris am tipis WurWlisTvis da-
maxasiaTebeli ovalurganivkveTiani, zurg-
wiboiani yuris fragmenti; Ziris fragmenti 
faqizi gravirebuli ornamentiT (tab. 153

4
).

B
1
 fenaSi gvxvdeba am tipis WurWlis 

gansxvavebuli formebi. Savpriala tol-
Cis fragmenti (tab. 153

7
), odnav gadaSlili 

farTo piriT, romelic uSualod korpusze 
gadadis. korpusi TiTqmis swori aqvs, mkve-
Trad Seviwroebuli ZiriT. WurWeli Sem-
kulia gravirebuli, nakawri ornamentiT. 
zeda nawilSi Semouyveba sartyeli, romlis 
qveS ganlagebulia texilxazovani saxe.

jamebi, gamoyvanili yeliT, gadaSlili 
piriT, gamoweuli mucliT, viwro ZiriT da 
odnav Sedrekili fuZiT (tab. 154

3
, 158

4,8
). 

jamebi gamomwvaria muq yavisfrad an Savad 
da gaprialebulia. Sidapiri aqvT Savi da 
kargad gaprialebuli. erTi cali saritu-
alo ormodan (tab. 158

8
) Semkulia gravire-

buli da reliefuri ornamentiT. mxarze 
Semouyveba samxazovani sartyeli, romlis 
qveS korpusze aseve nakawri texilxazovani 
saxea – samxazovani zoliT Seqmnilia sam-
kuTxedebi. mxarze mas miZerwili aqvs re-
liefuri, SuaSi Cazneqili horizontaluri 
Sverili.

sasmisebi, Savpriala, sqelkedliani, yel-
gamoyvanili, mkveTrad gafarToebul mu-
cliani da konusuri moyvanilobis Sedre-
kilZiriania; maT Soris gansxvaveba SeiniS-
neba zomasa da moyvanilobaSi (tab. 158

1-3
). 

B
1
 fenaSi mopovebul masalaSi gamoiy-

ofa erTi jgufi ornamentirebuli kera-
mikis fragmentebisa, romelic mcire zomis 
WurWels ekuTvnis. fragmentulobis gamo 
ver xerxdeba am WurWlis formebis aRdge-
na. erTi maTgani patara samnawiladtanian 
WurWels ekuTvnis. gamomwvaria yavisfrad, 
Savi Sida piriT, yelze Semouyveba xazo-
van-wertilovani ornamentiT Sesrulebu-
li frizi. yvela danarCeni fragmenti am 
jgufisa, Savpriala, erT fenad gamomwvari, 
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Txelkedliani, Semkuli faqizad Sesrule-
buli gravirebuli ornamentiT, ZiriTadad 
patara samnawiladtanian WurWels ekuT-
vnis; da Raruli ornamentiT Semkuli frag-
mentebi (tab. 153; sur. 135), isini gamoirCe-
vian zedapiris gaprialebis gansakuTrebiT 
maRali doniT.

calke unda aRiniSnos WurWlis kedlis 
usaxo fragmentebi, romlebsac sxvadasxva 
mxares usistemod mimarTuli savarcxlisk-
valiseburi zolebiT dafaruli zedapiri 
aqvT (tab. 153; sur. 135). WurWeli gamom-
wvaria moyavisfro-rux ferad.

tafiseburi, gverdamoRebuli staciona-
ruli WurWeli fragmentebiT aris warmod-
genili (tab. 153

3
). gamomwvaria nacrisfrad 

an yviTlad, kedlis fragments gasdevs vi-
wro reliefuri, horizontaluri danaZer-
wi (sur. 134

3
).

xufebi Tixis, mrgvali (tab. 154
1
), erTi 

tipis, mxolod sxvadasxva zomis. Savpriala, 
SuagulCazneqili.

sadgari, WurWlis yelis formis (tab. 
156

2
), sqelkedliani, gamomwvari vardis-

frad, gauprialebeli.
kerebi. keramikul nawarms warmoadgens 

agreTve fenaSi aRmoCenili Senobis centr-
Si, iatakSi Calesili didi zomis mrgvali, 
Sverilebiani kera (sur. 97

2
). kera naZer-

wia iatakSi amoTxril ormoSi da adgilze-
vea gamomwvari; amitomaa, rom mas mxolod 
erTi, SigniTa zedapiri da profilirebuli 
farTo napiri gaaCnia, romelic odnav aris 
acilebuli iatakis dones. kera Zlier da-
zianebuli iyo gviandeli ormoTi da SerCe-
nili hqonda sami Sverili, B

2
 fenis analo-

giebiT da SerCenili Sverilebis ganlagebis 
mixedviT, mas oTxi Sverili unda hqonoda. 
kera naZerwia msxvilmarcvlovani Tixis-
agan, romelsac Sereuli aqvs bze da wvri-
li kenWis namtvrevebi. zedapiri sufTadaa 
molesili wminda TixiT da gaprialebulia. 
keras emCneva cecxlis xangrZlivi moq-
medebis kvali.

garda stacionaruli kerisa, B
1
 fena-

Si didi raodenobiT aRmoCnda SedarebiT 
mcire zomis, gadasatani, aseTive tipis 
Sveriliani kerebis fragmentebi (tab. 156

1
; 

sur. 136). saritualo ormoSi, Zirze, aR-
moCnda erTi stacionaruli keris Sverili 

da ori gadasatani kerebis Sverilebi (tab. 
159

4
). gadasatani kerebi sxvadasxva zomisaa, 

jamiseburi moyvaniloba aqvT, Zirze nax-
vretiT (tab. 156

1
). kerebi gamomwvaria vard-

isfrad an moyviTalod, zogi yavisfradaa 
angobirebuli, xSirad Sverilebs wiTeli 
saRebavis kvali emCnevaT. gadasatani keris 
gare zedapirze gvxvdeba Raruli ornamen-
tacia. gadasatani keris umartives formas 
unda warmoadgendes stacionarul ker-
asTan, iatakSi sagangebod gakeTebul fos-
oSi Cadgmuli jamiseburi WurWeli (tab. 
154

8
). igi naZerwia msxvilmarcvlovani Tix-

iT, vardisfrad gamomwvari Sidapiri pir-
Tan wiTeli saRebaviT aqvs SeRebili.

qvis nawarmi

B
1
 fenis qvis nawarmi warmodgenilia Zir-

iTadad # 17 saritualo ormos Zirze mop-
ovebuli masaliT (tab. 159

7
; sur. 136). aq 

aRmoCnda moyavisfro kaJisagan damzadebu-
li namglis CasarTi, ormxrivi retuSiT. 
agreTve mozrdili xelsafqvavis navisebri 
qva da sanayis qva.

Zvlis nakeToba

# 17 saritualo ormoSi aRmoCnda erTi 
Zvlis isriswveri, bikonusuri moyvani-
lobis, waxnagovani piriTa da yunwiT. is-
riswveri daumTavrebelis STabeWdilebas 
tovebs. aqve aRmoCnda lulovani Zvlis 
natexisagan damzadebuli saxvreti da sa-
gangebod gadaxerxili rqis wveri (tab. 159

6
; 

sur.136).

B
2
 fena

cixiagoraze gamovlenili nasaxlare-
bidan gansakuTrebiT mkafiod Cans xanZri-
sagan ganadgurebuli nasaxlari, romelic 
moqceuli gvaqvs B donis meore fenaSi. xan-
Zarma daangria Senobebi, magram, amasTanave, 
gamowva misi nawilebi, Tixa agurad aqcia da 
xe naxSirad, nangrevebis sqeli fenis qveS 
xeluxlebladaa dakonservebuli Senobebi 
da maTSi moqceuli naSTebi. swored aman 
mogvca saSualeba gavrkveuliyaviT am fe-
nis nagebobaTa gegmaSi, konstruqciebSi, 
detalebSi da dagegmarebis principebSi.
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fena mdebareobs uSualod B
1
 fenis qveS. 

igi gamovlenilia Cven mier gaTxril mTel 
farTobze, Seswavlilia sami Senobis naSTi 
(tab. 137).

# 1 Senoba mdebareobs ganaTxari farTo-
bis Crdilo–dasavleT nawilSi, me-14, me-15, 
39-e, 40-e, 64-e, 65-e kvadratebSi (tab. 136, 
138; sur. 98-106). igi warmoadgens oroTax-
ian, sar-lastze TixiT molesil nagebobas, 
66 kv.m farTiT, fasadiT samxreTisaken ori-
entirebuls.

nageboba mTlianad dafaruli iyo 20-30 sm 
sisqeze miwadqceuli da gadamwvari aguris-
feri, zogan Ria wiTeli feris Tixis kedlis 
nangrevebiT. gansakuTrebiT Zlierad Cans 
damwvari Senobis CrdiloeTis, aRmosavle-
Tis da samxreTis kedlebi, romlebic gad-
mowolili iyo oTaxebSi. aq TiTqmis uZra-
vad ido kedlis mozrdili nawilebi, wvri-
li paralelurad dalagebuli wnelebis 
anabeWdiT. gvxvdeboda agreTve wnelSemox-
veuli saris anabeWdiani natexebi.

Senobis kedlis sisqe 20-25 sm udrida da 
masSi mwkrivad iyo Casmuli mrgvalganivkve-
Tiani sarebi; amJamad maTgan gadarCenilia 
fosoebi. zogierT maTganSi CarCenili iyo 
naxSirad qceuli saris Zirebi. fosoebis, 
e.i. sarebis, Tavdapirveli diametri 5-7 sm 
udrida, xolo maT Soris manZili 16-18 sm. 
fosos siRrme 20-25 sm aRwevda. zogier-
Ti sari CaTlili iyo sagangebod da oTx-
waxnaga moyvaniloba hqonda micemuli; sa-
ris Zirebis irgvliv SerCenili iyo maTze 
Semownuli wvrili wnelebis anabeWdi. sare-
bisa da lastisagan dawnuli xis karkasi 
orive mxridan Selesili iyo Tixis ramden-
ime feniT, romelTagan gareTa fena ufro 
wminda struqturiTa da Txeli nalesobiT 
gamoirCeva. Senobis kedlebi SemorCenili 
iyo 15-20 sm simaRleze; kedlebis Tavda-
pirveli saerTo simaRle 2,5 m-ze meti unda 
vivaraudoT, Tu gaviTvaliswinebT imas, 
rom maTi gadmowolili nangrevebi Senobis 
centramde aRwevda. kedlebis Selesiloba 
momrgvalebiT gadadioda iatakis Selesi-
lobis zeda fenaSi. kedlis Ziri garedan 
gamagrebuli iyo Tixnari miwiT.

Senobis iataki warmoadgenda mravalSri-
an, 10-12 sm sisqis mtkice nalesobas.

# 1 Senobis centraluri saTavso war-

moadgens oTxkuTxa, oRond Zlier dam-
rgvalebulkuTxeebian oTaxs, zomiT 7×6 
m. oTaxis centrSi, iatakSi CaWrili iyo 
marTkuTxa formis dedaboZis ormo, ormos 
zomebia 30×20 sm; siRrme 40 sm; ormo garSe-
mowyobili iyo riyis qvebiT. ormodan samx-
reTiT 15 sm daSorebiT, iatakSi Calesili 
iyo Tixis, 92 sm diametris, mrgvalSver-
ilebiani kera (tab. 136; sur. 104), orien-
tirebuli Sesasvlelisaken. keras irgvliv 
Semouyveba 10 sm siganis dabali Rari. Sida 
mxares keras miZerwili aqvs. oTxi didi da 
erTi patara, centrisken mimarTuli da 
odnav boloaweuli Sverili. manZili Ses-
asvlelisken miqceul wyvil Sverils Soris 
ufro didia, vidre danarCens Soris; mexuTe 
Sverili miZerwilia mopirdapire mxares, 
patara Sverilze orive mxares CaRrmave-
baa, romlebic Tvalebs unda gamoxatavdes. 
kera, romlis siRrme 25 sm-ia, sanaxevrod 
amovsebulia nacriTa da wvrilfexa saqon-
lis (cxvris) damwvari ZvlebiT. keris zeda-
piri gaprialebulia, Zlier damskdaria da 
muqi moyavisfro Seferiloba aqvs.

kerasa da saboZe ormos Soris, iatakze 
amotvifrulia gasxivosnebuli wre, rac 
mzis an sxva solaruli niSnis gamosaxule-
bas unda warmoadgendes. igi dazianebulia 
zeda fenis boZis ormos mier.

boZis ormos Crdilo-dasavleTiT, 1 m 
daSorebiT, keramikis grovis qveS aRmoCnda 
iatakze amotvifruli gaurkveveli xasi-
aTis gamosaxuleba da WurWlis Casadgmeli 
10 sm diametris foso.

Senobis centraluri saTavsos ukana, e.i. 
CrdiloeTi kedlis gaswvriv gamarTulia 
10 sm simaRlisa da 60 sm siganis SemaRle-
ba, romlis boloebi, nawilobriv, gverdiT 
kedlebis gaswvrivac gadis, ris gamoc misi 
napiri talRiseburad uxvevs. SemaRleba 
wvrili kenWebisa da Tixis masiT aris mot-
kepnili. am SemaRlebis SevsebaSi Segvxvda 
damtvreuli stacionaruli keris fragmen-
tebi.

SemaRlebaze SerCenili iyo gakrialebam-
de molesili zedapiri, rac, SesaZlebelia, 
sagangebod motkepnisa da gamowvis Sedegi 
iyos. nagebobis iatakze msgavsi ram ar yo-
fila SemCneuli, Tumca misi zedapiri sakma-
od kargad iyo Txel fenad motkepnili, 
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SemaRlebis napirsa da kedlis ZirSi gavle-
buli yofila 5 sm siganis wiTeli saRebavis 
zoli, romelic alag-alag iyo SemorCenili 
(sur. 105

2
).

SemaRlebis SemorCenil monakveTze, 
romlis sigrZe 2 m udris, dafiqsirda erTi 
nacargrova. nacargrovas daaxloebiT 
wakveTili konusis moyvaniloba hqonda, 40 
sm diametris. zemodan is molesilia Tix-
is metad Txeli feniT, wriulad, ise, rom 
Suaguli nalesobiT dafaruli ar aris; Se-
lesiloba SeRebilia intensiuri wiTeli 
feriT. masTan dawyobili iyo dapirqvavebu-
li sami patara sasmisi (tab. 136), xolo TviT 
SemaRlebasa da iatakze, maT axlos, aRmoCn-
da aTi Tixis WurWeli. erT maTganSi (tab. 
161

1
; sur. 141) aRmoCnda Zvlisgan damza-

debuli, bikonusuri, 8 sm sigrZis isrispi-
ri (tab. 163

6
); meoreSi (tab. 161

6
; sur. 138) ki 

brtyeli, yunwiani, 21 sm sigrZis brinjaos 
satevari (tab. 163

5
; sur. 140). 

# 1 Senobis centralur saTavsos samx-
reTidan miSenebuli aqvs trapeciis form-
is, 6×5 m zomis saTavso, momrgvalebuli 
kuTxeebiT. am saTavsos iataki 10 sm-iT 
dabalia centraluri saTavsos iatakze da 
ukavSirdeba mas 10 sm simaRlis Tixatkepni-
li safexuriT. saTavsos aqvs ori SemaRle-
ba, aRmosavleTi da dasavleTi kedlebis 
gaswvriv (tab. 136, 138; sur. 98

2
).

aRmosavleTi SemaRleba 50 sm siganisa da 
7 sm simaRlisaa, Zlier dazianebulia zeda 
fenebis ormoebiT. SemaRlebis gadarCenil 
nawilze aRmoCnda ori nacargrova, 30 sm di-
ametris. isini erTmaneTisagan daSorebuli 
arian 30 sm-iT. TiToeul nacargrovasTan, 
erTmaneTis gverdiT dapirqvavebuli iyo 
or-ori patara sasmisi. maT Soris Cadgmuli 
iyo badia. SemaRlebaze mravlad aRmoCnda 
danaxSirebuli marcvleuli (xorbali da 
qeri), kaJis namglis CasarTebi, sami cali, 
romelTagan erTi namgali ikvreba (tab. 
163

8
; sur. 100

1
).

SemaRlebasTan, saTavsos iatakze, aR-
moCnda keramikis didi grova. am grovaSi 
iyo aTamde qoTani da tolCa. gansakuTre-
bul yuradRebas ipyrobs erTi ornamen-
tirebuli WurWeli (tab. 160

2
), romelSic 

iyo kaJis yunwiani isrispiri, namglis Casa-
rTi, rqis natexi da patara, mrgvali, Savi 

riyis qva TeTri TvaliT (sur. 140). Wur-
Weli aRmoCnda rogorc iatakze, ise iat-
akidan sakmaod maRla, kedlis nangrevebSi. 
iseTi STabeWdileba iqmneba, rom nawili 
WurWlisa kedels gadmoyva ngrevis dros. 
SeiZleba vivaraudoT, rom kedels xis Taro 
(an Taroebi) gasdevda, romelzec WurWeli 
iyo dalagebuli. aRmosavleT SemaRlebas 
samxreT kedelTan hqonda gagrZeleba, ro-
melzec didi dergi dafiqsirda. alagebis 
Semdeg gairkva, rom dergi Cadgmuli iyo sa-
gangebod gakeTebul fosoSi.

dasavleTi kedlis SemaRleba TiTqmis 
mTlianad iyo gadarCenili. SemaRlebis 
sigane 50 sm-ia, simaRle 8-10 sm. samxreT 
kedelTan aqvs gagrZeleba, romlis si-
maRlea 6-8 sm. masze ori WurWlis Casadgme-
li foso iyo gakeTebuli, erTSi didi dergi 
iyo Cadgmuli (tab. 136; sur. 98, 99

1
, 106

1
).

dasavleT SemaRlebaze aRmoCnda lar-
nakis tipis xuTi WurWeli, romlis qusli 
SemaRlebazea molesili. nacargrovebi, ro-
melic gvxvdeba CrdiloeT da aRmosavleT 
SemaRlebebze da saerTod cnobilia mtk-
var-araqsis kulturis namosaxlarebidan, 
warmoadgens aseTi larnakis tipis WurWlis 
qusls. quslze daZerwilia zeda nawili, 
romlis kedlebi Txeli, sustad gamomwvari 
TixiT da nacriT aris naZerwi. kedlebi 
Sedgeboda 3-4 mm sisqis wminda Tixis Sris-
agan, romelTa Soris aseTive sisqis wminda 
nacris ori Sre iyo. WurWeli, rogorc Cans, 
gamouwvavi iyo, sagangebod naZerwi raRac 
ritualis Casatareblad. mxolod xanZarma, 
romelmac gaanadgura Senoba, odnav gamow-
va isini da gaamagra, ramac maTi dafiqsire-
bis saSualeba mogvca. diametri am WurWl-
isa 50 sm, simaRle gadarCenili iyo 10-15 
sm-ze. WurWelSi dafiqsirda marcvleuli, 
xorbali da qeri. SemaRlebaze uxvad mi-
mobneuli marcvleuli, rogorc Cans, am 
WurWlidan iyo gadmoyrili. WurWeli SeR-
ebilia wiTlad, gansakuTrebiT intensiuri 
feriT ki quslebia SeRebili (sur. 100

2
, 101, 

102, 103). maTTan iyo dapirqvavebuli patara 
sasmisebi: CrdiloeTidan moyolebuli, 
pirvelTan – 3, meoresTan – 3, mesamesTan – 
2; meoTxesTan – 4, mexuTesTan – 1 (tab. 162

1
). 

molesil WurWels Soris Cadgmuli iyo 
keramika – qoTnebi, badiebi. sainteresoa, 
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rom am SemaRlebaze aRmoCnda didi, gver-
damoRebuli, stacionaruli, tafiseburi 
WurWlis naxevari, xolo meore naxevari am 
WurWlisa, amave Senobis centraluri oTax-
is CrdiloeT SemaRlebaze ido (tab. 164

2
). 

am SemaRlebazec aRmoCnda kaJis namglis 
CasarTebi, sami cali, rac erT namgals kravs.

saTavsos iatakze, dasavleTi SemaRlebis 
samxreT nawilTan, WurWlis Casadgmeli 
sami fosoa gakeTebuli. or maTganSi WurWe-
li iyo Cadgmuli. am saTavsoSi sul aRmoCn-
da ormocamde didi da momcro zomis Tix-
is WurWeli (tab. 136; sur. 98

2
, 99

1
, 137-144). 

iatakze, iseve rogorc ZiriTad saTavsoSi, 
amotvifruli iyo gamosaxulebebi. erT-er-
Ti gamosaxuleba dasavleT TarosTan svas-
tikas mogvagonebs.

# 1 SenobaSi baTqaSebis simravle migvi-
TiTebs sakmaod maRal kedlebze. zog adg-
ilas dafiqsirda kedlis Sida Selesiloba, 
romelsac wiTeli zolebis kvali emCneoda. 

Senobis orive saTavsoSi, iatakis doneze 
da baTqaSebSi, dafiqsirda saSualo zomis 
brtyeli filaqvebi, romlebic aSkarad ze-
modan aris Cacvenili nagebobis ngrevis 
dros (tab. 136; sur. 98). SesaZlebelia vivar-
audoT, rom brtyeli qvebi gadaxurvis kon-
struqciaSi raRac funqcias asrulebdnen. 

iataki da SemaRlebebi SenobaSi sagange-
bod iyo mravaljer molesili wminda Tix-
iT, Cvidmeti aseTi ganaxlebis kvali da-
viTvaleT. iataki Savi iyo (Sebolili), Ses-
aZloa, igi xanZris Sedegad Seibola, magram 
ufro marTebulia vivaraudoT, rom iataki 
sagangebod iyo Sebolili, radgan Cvidme-
tive ganaxlebas zemodan Savi feri hqonda.

# 1 Senobas Sesasvleli samxreTidan 
hqonda. Senobis samxreTi kedlis sarlasti 
uwyvetia, amrigad, Sesasvleli gadasabi-
jebeli iyo. samxreT kedelTan miSenebuli 
hqonda 1 m siganis derefani, romlis 15-20 
sm siganis kedlebi igive wesiTaa nagebi, 
rogorc Senobis. derefanSi Sesasvleli 
aRmosavleTis mxridanaa. derefanSi, Se-
nobis samxreT kedelTan, qvebze gadebuli 
iyo xis msxvili Zeli, romelic safexuris 
daniSnulebas asrulebda (tab. 136-138; 
sur. 106

2
).

# 1 Senoba agebulia sakmaod mZlavr, 
25-30 sm Tixis moedanze, romelic sagange-

bodaa momzadebuli. mis qveS, Savi ganamarx-
ebuli humusis fena devs.

89-e kvadratSi gaiTxara sameurneo nage-
bobis naSTi, farTobze 4×4 m dafiqsirda 
TixiT molesili iataki, romelzec 10 sm 
sisqis marcvleulis fena aRmoCnda. zevi-
dan baTqaSis sqeli fena gadadioda. nage-
bobis forma gaurkvevelia, igi an wriuli 
formisa unda yofiliyo, an marTkuTxa, 
Zlier momrgvalebuli kuTxeebiT.

# 2 Senoba gaiTxara 115-e 116-e 140-e, 
141-e kvadratebSi. igi ori saTavsosagan 
Sedgeba (tab. 137, 139; sur. 107-109). Senobis 
kedlebis sigane 20 sm, kedlebi SemorCenil-
ia 10-15 sm simaRleze. nagebia facxisebu-
rad, wneliT da ormxriv Selesilia TixiT. 
mTeli Senoba dafaruli iyo Camongreuli 
kedlebis baTqaSebis mZlavri feniT. baTqa-
Sebs kargad etyoboda sarlastis kvali. Se-
nobis iataki sagangebodaa molesili wminda 
TixiT.

Senobis ZiriTadi saTavso oTxkuTxa 
formisaa, 6×6 m, Zlier momrgvalebuli 
kuTxeebiT da kedlebiT. mxolod ori sa-
Tavsos gamyofi CrdiloeTi kedeli aqvs 
swori.

# 2 Senobis ZiriTadi saTavsos centr-
Si gamarTuli iyo iatakSi Cadgmuli wri-
uli stacionaruli kera. keris moajiri 
molesilia iatakze. misi diametria 90 sm, 
siRrme 25 sm, Sida mxares daZerwili aqvs 
oTxi Sverili (tab. 139; sur. 107, 108

1
). kera-

Si aRmoCnda wminda nacari.
keris samxreTiT, 50 sm-Si, dafiqsir-

da dedaboZis naSTi, gaTlili, marTkuTxa 
(15×10 sm) formis.

kerisa da boZis irgvliv, iatakze, aR-
moCnda Svidi gaTlili Zelis naSTi. Zelebi 
oTxkuTxaa, 10×10 sm. Zelebi radialurad 
iyo ganlagebuli da, rogorc Cans, gadax-
urvis konstruqcias Seadgendnen (tab. 139). 
xanZris dros jer gadaxurva Camoingra, 
xolo Semdeg kedlebi gadmoiqca.

ZiriTadi saTavsos ukana, samxreT kedels 
miuyveboda SemaRleba, Tixisagan gakeTebu-
li, 10 sm simaRlis. gadarCa SemaRlebis 
mxolod samxreT-aRmosavleTi nawili, 
radgan samxreTi kedeli da Taro borcvis 
ferdze iyo da Cairecxa. SemaRlebaze aR-
moCnda kaJis namglis CasarTebi, keramikis 
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natexebi da ori gadasatani keris fragmen-
tebi (tab. 166

4
).

saTavsos iatakze aRmoCnda ramdenime 
Tixis WurWlis fragmentebi da aRmosav-
leT kedelTan – didi raodenobiT marcv-
leuli.

meore saTavso # 2 Senobis wina oTaxs 
warmoadgens. igi marTkuTxa formisaa – 
5,5×3,2 m. aRmosavleT, dasavleT da samxreT 
kedlebs Semouyveba SemaRlebebi, sigane 40 
sm, simaRle 10 sm. amave simaRlisaa patara, 
80×60 sm Taro an safexuri, gakeTebuli 
CrdiloeTi kedlis dasavleT nawilSi.

kedelSi, romelic or saTavsos yofs, da-
tovebulia Riobi, 70 sm siganis, romelic 
akavSirebs am or saTavsos (sur. 107

1
).

am saTavsos Crdilo-aRmosavleT kuTxe-
Si aRmoCnda Tixis ori WurWeli, Tixisagan 
damzadebuli xaris patara qandakeba da 
sami sxvadasxva zomis namgali. dafiqsirda 
TviT xis budeebi, romlebSic Camagrebuli 
iyo kaJis CasarTebi (tab. 139, 166; sur. 108

2
, 

109, 145-147).
# 2 Senobas Sesasvleli CrdiloeTidan 

hqonda.
# 2 Senoba, Tavisi gegmarebiTa da kon-

struqciiT, TiTqmis imeorebs # 1 Senobas, 
mxolod # 1 Senoba ufro mdidruli Cans in-
ventaris mxriv.

gegmarebiT, es nagebobebi SesasvleliT 
erTmaneTis pirispir arian mimarTulni.

# 3 Senobis fragmenti gaiTxara 41-e 
da 42-e kvadratebSi. gamovlinda samxre-
Ti kedeli, 4 m sigrZisa da 20 sm siganis da 
aRmosavleTi kedeli, 90 sm sigrZis da 30 
sm siganis. es kedeli gauTxrel farTob-
Si Sedis. kedlebi SemorCenili iyo 20-25 sm 
simaRleze. nagebi iyo sarlastiT da ormx-
riv Selesili TixiT. Senoba damwvari iyo 
(sur. 110). baTqaSebis qveS aRmoCnda TixiT 
molesili iataki, romelzec wminda nacris 
sqeli fena dafiqsirda. 41-e kvadratSi, 
nagebobis dasavleT nawilSi, kedlidan 10 
sm daSorebiT, aRmoCnda iatakze daZerwili 
Tixis rgoli, 35 sm diametris, rgolis ke-
dlebis sisqea 2-3 sm, simaRle 3-4 sm. rgolis 
Sida nawili CaRrmavebuli iyo da Sevsebu-
li nacriT (tab. 137).

Senobis iatakze aRmoCnda Tixis WurWlis 
fragmentebi.

Senobis wina sivrce kargad iyo motkepni-
li TixiT.

amave B
2
 fenas miekuTvneba 65-e, 66-e, 

67-e kvadratebSi gamovlenili, W-O mimar-
TulebiT gamavali gza an biliki, romelic 
7,5 m sigrZeze dafiqsirda da romlis siga-
nea 1,2 m. biliki dawyobili iyo didi brtye-
li riyis qvebiT da gadalesili iyo Tixis 
3-4 sm sisqis feniT. Tixis zedapiri gamuru-
li iyo, rogorc Cans, im xanZris Sedegad, 
romelmac am fenis Senobebi gaanadgura. bi-
liki 10-15 sm-iT maRalia saerTo doneze.

biliki TiTqos miemarTeba # 1 Senobis 
Sesasvlelisken, xolo ## 2 da 3 Senobebis 
Sesasvlelebi am bilikisken aris mimarTu-
li (tab. 137).

B
2 
fena 

keramika

B
2 

nasaxlaris keramika warmoadgens erT 
did kompleqss, romlis Semadgeneli jgufe-
bi calkeuli Senobebis sameurneo da sa-
ritualo WurWels axasiaTebs (tab. 160-169; 
sur. 137-152). misi nawili mTeli calebiT 
aris warmodgenili da naZerwia xeliT, dax-
vewilad, fenebad, gansxvavebuli sisqisa da 
struqturis Tixisagan. gvxvdeba rogorc 
sqelkedliani, msxvilmarcvlovani Tixis-
agan naZerwi WurWeli, ise Txelkedliani, 
wminda struqturis Tixis nawarmi.

WurWlis zedapiri umTavresad gapri-
alebulia, zogjer Signidanac. gvxvdeba 
gauprialebeli calebic. mcire gamonakli-
sis garda, WurWels aqvs Savi, moyavisfro an 
wiTeli Seferiloba; aris vardisfrad ga-
momwvari da Savpriala calebi. ZiriTadad 
vardisfer an nacrisfer sarCulze. unda 
gaviTvaliswinoT, rom keramikis umravle-
soba Zlier cecxlSia namyofi da Seferi-
loba, mTlianad an nawilobriv, Secvlili 
aqvs.

WurWlis Sesamkobad farTod gamoy-
enebulia grafikuli saxeebi, umTavre-
sad amokawruli. gvxvdeba agreTve CaRa-
rul-amoburculi ornamenti, sxvadasxva 
saxis reliefuri danaZerwebi. iSviaTad 
gvxvdeba Savi an wiTeli feris saRebaviT 
Semkoba (sur. 148). 
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formebis TvalsazrisiT keramika metad 
mravalferovania.

dergebi. SenobebSi gadarCenilia umete-
sad am didi WurWlebis Zirebi, Cadgmuli sa-
gangebod momzadebul fosoebSi. sameurneo 
ormoSi aRmoCnda dergis zeda nawili (tab. 
169

2
). WurWeli naZerwia fenebad, tlanqad; 

zedapiri Savad gaprialebuli aqvs, xolo 
sarCuli – vardisferi. dergi gamoirCeva 
gadaSlili piriTa da farTo yeliT, gan-
ieri korpusiT. mopovebuli Zirebis anal-
ogis mixedviT Tu vimsjelebT, mas mkveT-
rad Seviwroebuli, konusuri moyvanilobis 
qvemo nawili da patara brtyeli Ziri unda 
hqonoda. mxarze ori msxvili yuri aqvs miZ-
erwili.

qoTnebi, mozrdili, pirfarTo, calyu-
ra da oryura (tab. 161

2
, 162

3,5
, 164

3
, 165

5
, 169

1
; 

sur. 139
4
, 142). gaSlili da ganieri yel-pir-

iT, gamoberili wiboiani mucliT an samnaw-
iladtaniani, viwro brtyeli ZiriT. yurebi 
miZerwilia pirsa da yelze. zedapiri gamom-
wvari aqvs yavisfrad an wiTlad, vardisfer 
an Sav sarCulze.

qoTani, viwroyeliani, calyura, mopove-
bulia B

2
 fenis # 1 SenobaSi (tab. 161

1
; sur. 

141
1
), axasiaTebs aramkveTri samnawiladiani 

tani, maRali da Zlier gamoyvanili yeli, 
farTod gadaSlili piri; msxvili, viwrox-
vreliani yuri daZerwilia mxarze. WurWeli 
gamomwvaria vardisfrad, usarCulod da 
„Txupnia“ keci aqvs.

xeladis tipis WurWlebs axasiaTebs 
sakmaod mkveTrad gamoyofili samnawila-
di korpusi, gamoyvanili, mxrisken gafar-
Toebuli ganieri yeli, gadaSlili piriT. 
maRali, lenturi tipis yuri miZerwilia 
yelsa da mxarze. erTs (tab. 160

2
; sur. 140

1
) 

mxarze Semovlebuli aqvs sami, viwro Rari-
sagan Semdgari zoli da mis qveS, WurWlis 
irgvliv korpusze samxazovani amokawruli 
texili zolebiT Seqmnilia samkuTxedebi, 
romlebSic Caxazulia sxvadasxva grafiku-
li niSnebi. es niSnebi erTmaneTs ar imeo-
reben da, ueWvelad, raRac azrobrivi dat-
virTva hqondaT. meore am tipis xelada pa-
tara zomisaa da uornamento (tab. 163

2
; sur. 

140).
ori cali am xeladebisa (tab. 160

3,4
; sur. 

143) gamoirCeva danarCeni mtkvararaqsuli 

nawarmisagan keciTa da zedapiris damuSave-
bis xarisxiT. orives kargad gamoyvanili, 
mxrisken gafarToebuli ganieri yeli da 
gadaSlili piri, yelidan mucelze gad-
asvlis mkveTri wibo, gamoberili muceli, 
viwro Ziri da odnav Sedrekili fuZe aqvs. 
mozrdili lenturi tipis yuri miZerwilia 
yelsa da mxarze. SedarebiT sqelkedlian-
ia, gamomwvari Savad, or fenad, igive, feris 
sarCulze. da zedapiri kargad aqvT gapri-
alebuli.

badiebi calyura da oryura. gvxvdeba 
maRali da dabali calyura badiebi (tab. 
161

3,4
, 163

4
, 167

2,3
; sur. 138, 139). maT aqvT far-

Tod gadamlili piri, gamoyvanili yeli, 
konusurad Seviwroebuli Ziri da brtyeli 
fuZe. yuri miZerwilia pirsa da mucels So-
ris. TiTqmis yvela yavisfrad aris gamom-
wvari da gaprialebuli, xolo Sidapiri Savi 
da sagangebod gaprialebuli aqvT. aris 
vardisfrad gamomwvari calebi.

calyura badiebis calke jgufs Sead-
genen talRiseburad gverdSezneqili cale-
bi, samtota yuriT (tab. 165

4
, 168

5,6
; sur. 139

3
, 

145, 149). gamomwvaria Savad an vardisfrad, 
erT fenad, gauprialebelia. amave jgufs 
SeiZleba mivakuTvnoT fragmenti pirmoy-
rili calisa naxevarsferuli yuriT, ga-
momwvari vardisfrad, gauprialebeli. 

oryura badiebi B
2
 fenaSi didi zomebiT 

xasiaTdeba. # 1 SenobaSi aRmoCenili cale-
bi (tab. 161

5,6
; sur. 138) gamoirCeva Zlier ga-

daSlili farTo piriT, gamoyvanili yeliT, 
dabali, odnav Semrgvalebuli taniT, konu-
surad Seviwroebuli ZiriT da odnav Sedre-
kili fuZiT. mozrdili yurebi korpuszea 
miZerwili. zedapiri da Sidapiri kargadaa 
gaprialebuli, zedapiri yavisfrad, Si-
dapiri – Savad. # 2 SenobaSi aRmoCenili 
am tipis WurWeli Savad aris gamomwvari 
da kargad gaprialebuli, nacrisfer sar-
Culze (tab. 166

1,3
; sur. 145

3
). momcro zomis 

WurWeli (tab. 166
1
; sur. 146) gamokveTili 

samwiladi formisaa, mkveTrad gamoyofili 
yeliT, romelsac SuaSi Rari gasdevs, far-
To gadaSlili piriT, korpusze daZerwil-
ia ori naxevarsferuli cruyuri, yurebis 
Tavze, piris kideze patara Sverilebi aqvs. 
WurWlis irgvliv, korpusze Semouyveba 
ornamenti – grafikuli (nakawri) texilxaz-
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ovani saxe, erT mxares samxazovani, ritmu-
lad gameorebuli saxe qmnis samkuTxedebs, 
xolo meore mxares aseTive texili xazebis 
kombinaciisagan miRebulia rombebi.

koWbebi samnawiladtaniani (tab. 160
1
, 164

1
, 

167
1
, 168

8
; sur. 137

1
) – am fenisTvis erT-erTi 

damaxasiaTebeli WurWlis formas warmoad-
gens. maT aqvT ganieri, gamoyvanili yeli, 
gadaSlili, wamaxuli piriT; mkveTrad ga-
moweuli muceli da mkveTrad Seviwroebu-
li Ziri odnav Sedrekili fuZiT. zurgwi-
boiani da ovalurganivkveTiani yurebi pir-
sa da mxarzea miZerwili. rogorc wesi, yve-
la am tipis WurWeli Semkulia Zalze wminda 
da faqizi CaRarul-amoburculi da gra-
virebuli (Wdeuri an nakawri) ornamentiT, 
xSirad vxvdebiT WurWlis mxarze RarebiT 
Seqmnil sartyels an viwro frizis saxiT 
datanil gravirebul ornaments, romlis 
Semavsebel elementebs warmoadgens ba-
diseburi Strixebi, punqtiriani geometri-
uli figurebi – samkuTxedebi, ujredebi, 
da a.S. xolo zogjer aseTi frizis Tu sar-
tylis qvemoT CamoSvebulia volutebiani 
meandrebi, Sevronebi, Sesrulebuli CaRa-
rul-amoburculi ornamentiT. 

tolCebi ZiriTadad warmodgenilia far-
Toyeliani, viwroZiriani calebiT (tab. 
162

2
, 163

3
, 165

3
, 168

3
; sur. 143, 147

1
). maT axas-

iaTebs dabali yeli, gamoweuli muceli da 
viwro Ziri. yuri miZerwilia pirsa da mx-
arze. tolCebi gamomwvaria Savad an yavis-
frad – vardisfer sarCulze da vardis-
frad. gvxvdeba Wrilxazovani ornamenti. 
sakmaod Rrma RarebiT Seqmnili sartyeli 
mxarze da mis qveS korpusze, aseTive Rare-
biT Seqmnili texilxazovani saxeebi. aris 
nakawri ornamentic.

gansxvavebuli ierisaa ori tolCa, aRmo-
Cenili # 2 SenobaSi. erTs axasiaTebs far-
To Ziri (tab. 165

1
; sur. 147

2
), xolo meores 

gamoyvanili yeli, wamaxuli piri, dabali 
gamoberili korpusi da viwro Ziri. yuri 
miZerwilia yelsa da mxarze (tab. 165

2
). ga-

momwvaria Savad, kargad gaprialebuli, 
Savsave feris sarCulze.

jamebi, pirmoyrili (tab. 167
6
), Txel da 

sqelkedlianebi. ZiriTadad gamomwvaria 
vardisfrad da gauprialebelia.

sasmisebi ZiriTadad Savpriala, sqel-

ked liani da erTi tipisaa, Tumca maT So-
ris zogierTi gansxvaveba SeiniSneba zoma-
sa da moyvanilobaSi, umetesoba calebisa 
yelgamoyvanili, mkveTrad gafarToebul 
mucliani da konusuri moyvanilobis Se-
drekilZiriania (tab. 162

1
, 163

1
; sur. 144). 

sasmisebis zedapiri sagangebod gapriale-
bulia im dros, rodesac SigniTa piri tlan-
qad da saxeldaxelod aris mosworebuli.

yuradRebas iqcevs # 1 SenobaSi aRmoCe-
nili didi zomis, 80 sm diametris, gverda-
moRebuli tafiseburi saritualo WurWe-
li (tab. 164

2
; sur. 137). rogorc Cans, Wur-

Weli stacionarulad damagrebuli unda 
yofiliyo iatakze, radgan Ziri gamouwvavi 
aqvs, xolo vertikaluri kedlebi sustad 
gamomwvaria nacrisfrad. gvxvdeba aseTive 
tipis WurWlis qusliani Zirisa da verti-
kaluri kedlis fragmentebi.

agreTve # 1 Senobis SemaRlebebze aR-
moCnda sagangebod molesili larnakis 
tipis stacionaruli saritualo WurWe-
li, romlis Zirs anu qusls warmoadgens 
e.w. „nacargrova“. wminda nacari zevi-
dan molesilia wminda Tixis Txeli feniT 
da SeRebilia wiTlad. masze daZerwilia 
jamiseburi WurWeli. romlis kedlebi am-
oyvanilia wminda Tixis Txeli fenebiT (4-5 
fena), maT Soris Txeli nacrovani SreebiT. 
savaraudod, es nacrovani Sreebi mownuli 
kalaTebis naSTebia, romlebic simyares 
aZlevdnen gamouwvavi Tixis larnaks. zeda-
piri SeRebilia wiTlad. SigniT marcvleu-
li iyo Cayrili (sur. 100-103). es WurWlebi 
gamouwvavia, maT sagangebod akeTebdnen 
raRac ritualis Casatareblad. cixiago-
raze dafiqsirda es larnakiseburi Wur-
Weli mxolod imis wyalobiT, rom B

2
 fenis 

Senobebi Zlieri xanZriTaa ganadgurebuli 
da cecxlma odnav gamowva da gaamagra isini.

mrgvali xufi Tixis, Savad gamomwvari, 
gaprialebuli, reliefuri RarebiT Semku-
li zedapiriT (tab. 167

7
; sur. 150).

B
2 

fenisTvis damaxasiaTebeli gravire-
buli da CaRarul-amoburculi ornamen-
tis garda, gvxvdeba Txelkeciani Savpriala 
WurWlebis fragmentebi, romlebsac re-
liefuri ornamenti amkobT. kargad pro-
filirebuli horizontaluri Sverili 
(tab. 160); patara jamis gverdze ori CaCxv-
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letili kopi (sur. 150); da patara WurWeli 
Rrma kanelurebiT gofrirebuli korpusiT 
(tab. 168

2
).

kerebi. keramikul nawarms warmoadgens 
agreTve SenobaTa mTavari oTaxis iatakSi 
Calesili didi zomis mrgvali, Sverilebi-
ani kerebi. aseTi kera fenaSi aRmoCenilia 
ori (tab. 137, 164

4
). kerebi naZerwia iatakSi 

amoTxril ormoebSi da adgilzevea gamom-
wvari; amitomaa, rom maT mxolod erTi Sig-
niTa zedapiri da profilirebuli farTo 
napiri gaaCniaT, romelic odnav aris acile-
buli iatakis dones. kerebi naZerwia msxv-
ilmarcvlovani Tixisagan, romelsac Sere-
uli aqvs bze da wvrili kenWis namtvrevebi. 
zedapiri sufTadaa molesili wminda TixiT 
da gaprialebulia. kerebs emCneva cecxlis 
xangrZlivi moqmedebis kvali, rac kecis 
gadawvaSi gamoixateba, magram, amasTanave, 
Sebolvis kvali maTze ar Cans.

garda stacionaruli kerebisa, am fena-
Si napovnia mcire zomis gadasatani, ase-
Tive tipis Sveriliani kerebi, romlebsac 
jamiseburi moyvaniloba aqvT Zirze naxvre-
tiT (tab. 166

4
; sur. 147). kerebi gamomwvaria 

wiTlad an moyviTalod.
am fenaSi, # 2 SenobaSi, mopovebulia 

zoomorfuli, Tixisgan naZerwi figura – 
xaris gamosaxuleba (tab. 166

2
; sur. 147).

liToni

liTonis nawarmi am fenaSi mxolod erTia 
mopovebuli. # 1 SenobaSi aRmoCnda 21 sm 
sigrZis brtyeli, yunwiani, brinjaos sate-
vari (tab. 163

5
; sur. 140), Zlier korozire-

bulia. satevari warmoadgens dariSxniani 
spilenZis Senadnobs (Cu: 94,0 ± 0,3%; As: 5,2± 
0,08% ; Fe: 0,70 ± 0,06%, Sb: 0,10 ± 0,05% ).

qvis nawarmi

qvis industria sakmaod dawinaurebuli 
Cans, iaraRis dasamzadeblad gamoyenebu-
lia dabalxarisxovani moyavisfro kaJi, 
romlidanac damzadebulia namglis Casa-
rTebi da isrispirebi. namglis CasarTebi 
trapeciuli moyvanilobisaa da sakmao si-
didiT gamoirCeva, 6×3 sm. isini damuSave-
bulia ormxrivi retuSiT da maT napirs 

emCneva muSaobis kvali. TiToeuli namgali 
Sedgeboda sami an oTxi aseTi CasarTisagan 
(tab. 166

5
; sur. 147). namglis CasarTebis si-

dide Sida qarTlis ZeglebisTvisaa damaxa-
siaTebeli. 

am fenis # 1 SenobaSi mopovebulia kaJis 
ori, yunwiani isrispiri (tab. 163

7
; sur. 140).

zemoxsenebuls garda, mopovebulia 
Cveulebrivi tipis xelsafqvavis navisebri 
zeda qvebi da mozrdili qveda qvebi, sanayis 
qvebi, sferoiduli sasresi qvebi da sxv.

Zvlis nakeToba

B
2 

fenis # 1 SenobaSi aRmoCenilia erTi 
Zvlis isriswveri, bikonusuri moyvanilo-
bis, grZeli (8 sm), mrgvalad gaTlili piri-
Ta da yunwiT (tab. 163

6
; sur. 141).

B
3
 fena

dafiqsirda 41-e, 42-e, 66-e, 67-e kvad-
ratebSi. gaiTxara marTkuTxa formis Seno-
bis naSTi, 5,5×5,5 m, momrgvalebuli kuTxee-
biT. SerCenili iyo dasavleTi, CrdiloeTi 
da aRmosavleTi kedlebis naSTebi (tab. 
140). kedlebis sisqe 20 sm. dasavleT kedels 
miuyveboda SemaRleba, sigane 60 sm, simaR-
le 7 sm. SemaRleba mTlianad dafaruli iyo 
keramikis natexebiT (sur. 111). Senobis iat-
aki molesili iyo TixiT. SemaRlebidan aR-
mosavleTiT, 1,3 m manZilze aRmoCnda ded-
aboZis ormo, marTkuTxa formis – 45×25 sm, 
siRrme 60 sm. Senoba dauwvavi iyo.

B
3
 fenas ekuTvnis agreTve 89-e kvadratSi 

dafiqsirebuli iatakis fragmenti da mas-
Si Cadgmuli stacionaruli kera, romelic 
Zlier dazianebulia gviandeli ormoebiT, 
kera 70 sm diametrisaa, uSverilo, romel-
sac uCveulod farTo, 9 sm borduri hqon-
da molesili, borduri Rrma reliefuri 
RarebiT Semkuli da wiTlad SeRebili iyo 
(tab. 171

8
; sur. 153).

keramika

B
3
 fenaSi keramikuli masala mcirericx-

ovani da fragmentulia; es imiT aixsneba, 
rom xsenebuli fena mikvleulia SedarebiT 
mcire farTobze da isic Zlier dazianebu-
li saxiT. miuxedavad simcirisa, masala 
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sakmaod mravalferovania. keramikuli 
WurWeli aq SedarebiT saSualo zomebi-
sa da metad diferencirebuli formebisa 
Cans. aris grafikulad ornamentirebuli 
natexebi da, agreTve, erTi SeRebili kera-
mikuli natexi. keramikaSi ZiriTadad, gva-
qvs Savad, yavisfrad an nacrisfrad gamom-
wvari, vardisfer an nacrisfersarCuliani 
calebi. WurWeli naZerwia xeliT, wminda 
Tixisagan; gamoirCeva saSualo sisqiT, an 
Txeli kedlebiT da formebis simetri-
ulobiT.

dergis tipis WurWeli warmodgenilia 
meniskisebri xvreliani, sferoidul-Tav-
aweulyuriani fragmentebiT (tab. 170

3
) da 

ZirebiT (tab. 171
7
). am tipis WurWeli Savad 

aris gamomwvari, kargad gaprialebuli, 
vardisfer sarCulze.

qoTnebi viwroyeliani, warmodgenil-
ia yelis fragmentis moxatulobis kvaliT 
(tab. 171

2
; sur. 153). TviT WurWeli gamom-

wvaria monacrisfro-ruxi feriT, xolo 
yelis Zirze Savi saRebaviT Semovlebu-
li yofila zolisebri sartyeli. agreTve 
meniskisebri xvreliani, sferoidul-Tav-
aweulyuriani fragmentiT (sur. 153), ro-
melsac yuris Tavze Rari aqvs Semovlebu-
li. es Rari mTel WurWels Semouyveboda.

oryura da calyura pirfarTo mozrdi-
li qoTnebi da calyura koWbebi warmod-
genilia yurebis fragmentebiT (tab. 170). 
WurWeli gamomwvaria yavisfrad an vard-
isfrad, kargad gaprialebuli, Ria feris 
sarCulze. pirsa da mxarze miZerwilia zu-
rgwiboiani yurebi.

samnawiladtaniani WurWlebi warmodge-
nilia saSualo zomis qoTnebiT da sasmisiT. 
ori maTgani Savad aris gamomwvari da kar-
gad gaprialebuli, xolo erTi fragmenti 
(tab. 170

6
; sur. 152) yavisfrad gamomwvari, 

vardisfer sarCulze, Semkulia grafiku-
li ornamentiT. ornamenti Sesrulebu-
lia mkafiod gavlebuli, sakmaod Rrma, 
Tavisufali xazebiT. WurWlis korpusze 
samzoliani texili xazebiT miRebulia sam-
kuTxedebi, romlebSic grafikuli niSnebia 
Caxazuli. es fragmenti analogiuria B

2
 fe-

naSi mopovebuli xeladisa (tab. 160
2
), ro-

melsac igive ornamenti amkobs.
badiis tipis WurWeli warmodgenilia 

samtota yuris fragmentiT (tab. 170
4
). 

jamebi vardisfrad an nacrisfrad gamom-
wvari fragmentebiT aris warmodgenili.

sasmisebi (tab. 171
3
) mkveTrad profili-

rebuli, pirfarTo, yelgamoyvanili, konu-
surZiriani da SedrekilfuZiania; naZerwia 
tlanqad, araTanabari sisqiT. sasmisebis 
zedapiri sagangebodaa gaprialebuli, im 
dros, rodesac SigniTa piri tlanqad da 
saxeldaxelod aris mosworebuli. erTi 
sasmisi (tab. 171

4
) tipiuri sasmisebisagan 

gamoirCeva brtyeli ZiriTa da cali yuriT, 
igi patara tolCas warmoadgens.

fenaSi gvxvdeba momcro zomis WurWlis 
fragmentebi, Txelkeciani, usarCulo, Sa-
vad gamomwvari da sagangebod gapriale-
buli. es fragmentebi Zalze wmindaa da 
faqizad gravirebuli, ornamentirebulia 
nakawri xazebiT, gvxvdeba martivi, tex-
ilxazovani saxe, or an samzoliani texili 
xazi, an ori aseTi texili xazis kombinaci-
iT miRebuli rombebi (sur. 152). aris ufro 
rTuli kompoziciac (tab. 170

1
).

keramikul nawarms miekuTvneba agreTve 
Tixis mrgvali xufis fragmenti (tab. 171

1
), 

Savpriala, vardisfer sarCulze, SuagulCa-
zneqili, wamaxuli kidiT da gadasatani 
Sveriliani keris wiTlad gamomwvari frag-
menti (tab. 171

6
).

B
3 

fena uSualod adevs ganamarxebuli 
humusis fenas. misi simZlavrea 15-20 sm, igi 
Cvens mier Seswavlil monakveTze cixiago-
ris uZvelesi namosaxlari fenaa, Zlier da-
zianebulia B

2
 fenis nagebobis mier, radgan 

am fenis didi SenobebisaTvis mzaddeboda 
saZirkvlad Tixis moednebi, romlebic hu-
musamde iyo dayvanili [19, gv. 8-43].

adrebrinjaos xanis fena borcvis mTel 
farTobze vrceldeboda da dazianebulia 
zeda fenebis ormoebiT da qvevrebis Cadg-
mis dros, amitom am xanis masala gvxvdeba 
ukonteqstod zeda fenebSi (tab. 172; sur. 
154). yuradRebas imsaxurebs sxvadasxva ti-
pis sadgrebi (tab. 173; sur. 155).



INTRODUCTION

The Tsikhiagora1 settlement is located in Shida 
Kartli (central region of Georgia), in approximately 
45 km north-west of Tbilisi, on the right bank of the 
Kura river, on the northern outskirts of the village Ka-
vtiskhevi (the Kaspi region), on the left bank of the 
river Kavtura, where the small river Shavtsqala joins 
the Kavtura, in the arable lands (Pl. 1-3). Geomorpho-
logically, the hill is of a raised type. Its average height 
reaches 12 m, while the summit’s area covers 0.5 ha. 
(Fig. 1-3).

GPS – 41.87449, 44.46889
The study of the Tsikhiagora site was carried out 

by the Kaspi Region Archaeological Expedition of 
the Centre for Archaeological Studies of the Geor-
gian Academy of Sciences. The expedition worked 
under the leadership of Giorgi Tskitishvili in 1971-
1993, while in 1995-2003 Zurab Makharadze was the 
head of the Tsikhiagora archaeological expedition. 
In the course of excavations, 5 cultural-chronologi-
cal layers were identified, dated to the Early Bronze, 
Middle Bronze, Late Bronze, Early Classical, and Hel-
lenistic periods. The total height of the stratigraphi-
cal section exceeded 6 m.

The historical topography of the site

On the territory surrounding Tsikhiagora, on an 
area of 7 ha, archaeological sites of different peri-
ods and various characters have been revealed. To 
the west of the hill, across the river Shavtsqala, 80 
m away, an Early Bronze Age necropolis was locat-
ed, which has been ruined. In 50 m north-west of 
the hill, there was revealed a burial-ground of the 
13th-7th centuries B.C., while within 800 m a necrop-
olis of  “Kasraant Lands” was found. A burial site of 
Dachrilebi was studied in 350 m to the north, and in 
150 m northward the “Sakaraulo Seri” necropolis was 
revealed. On the “Sakaraulo Seri” a settlement was 
also studied, which reached the left bank of the river 
Shavtsqala. Settlements of the 3rd century B.C. and 

1  Tsikhiagora and its adjacent territory are divided into sectors (100×100 m), and the sectors are divided into squares - 4×4 m. The 

sectors are referenced with Roman numerals, while the squares are marked with Arabic ones. 

5th-8th centuries A.D. are evidenced on the right bank 
of the river Shavtsqala, at the locality of “Okromitse-
bi” (Golden lands) (Pl. 3-4).

On the arable lands located eastward and north-
ward of the hill, a large village-type settlement was 
discovered (covering an area of approximately 3 ha) 
(Pl. 2). Cultural layers dated to the 6th-4th, 3rd-2nd, and 
1st centuries B.C. were revealed there. The settle-
ments are close to the surface of the land and have 
been preserved in a fragmentary way (since this ter-
ritory has been ploughed over many centuries).

A flat earth-roofed, two-chambered house dated 
to the 3rd century B.C. is relatively well preserved. It 
is erected on a cobblestone foundation of a mixture 
of clay solution and unfired adobe. In one room a 
bipartite closed oven and a low family altar were in-
stalled. The second room is much smaller and seems 
to be of household function.  Pottery shards and an 
iron sickle were discovered there [40; 42].

* * *

The necropolis of  “Sakaraulo Seri” is located in 
150 metres north of Tsikhiagora. It is dated to the 13th 
century B.C.-4th century A.D. Here pit burials of the 
13th century B.C.-the first centuries A.D. were exca-
vated, as well as pithos-burials of the Roman period, 
and cist-graves of the 1st century B.C.-4th century A.D. 
In the pit graves and pithos-burials the deceaseds 
were laid crouched on either the right or left side, 
while in the cist-graves – on the side, crouched or 
in the supine position. The pit graves of the 13th-11th 
centuries BC were characterised by the abundance 
of pottery and jewellery. Additionally, from the 9th-
7th centuries B.C., weapons were discovered in the pit 
graves [5]. The inventory discovered in the pit graves 
of the 3rd-1st centuries B.C.  is not diverse; jewellery 
and beads of different materials and shapes are un-
covered alongside the pottery [36]. One rich burial 
stands out (Pl. 98-99; Fig. 45

1
) [41]. In 2002, during 

surface surveys of this territory a silver drachma of 
Alexander the Great (336-323 B.C.) was discovered in 

TSIKHIAGORA
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a destroyed layer. On the averse of the coin the head 
of young Heracles (having facial features of Alexan-
der the Great) is presented, facing right, wearing a 
lion skin; on the reverse Zeus is depicted, sitting on 
a throne to the left. Behind him, traces of a Greek in-
scription (ΑΛΞΑΝΔΡΟΥ) can be noted. Zeus has an 
eagle sitting on his right hand. Below the throne a 
monogram (M? M?) is visible (Fig. 75

3
) [28].

The pithos-burials found on ‘Sakaraulo Seri’ are 
placed horizontally in the ground. They often have a 
tile, a stone or a shard of pottery, covering the mouth. 
The burials are dated to the 1st century B.C.-1st cen-
tury A.D. The inventory consists of small-sized table-
ware and jewellery [53]. Cist-graves are relatively few 
in comparison with the other types of graves. They 
are dated to the 1st-2nd centuries A.D. Stone slabs are 
used for construction. The sides of graves are made 
of solid stones; the roof is composed of two or three 
slabs. One or two deceased are found in each grave. 
The grave inventory is scanty, composed of one clay 
vessel and small pieces of jewellery [36].

The “Dachrilebi” burial ground is located 200 m 
north of the “Sakaraulo Seri”. It is dated to the mid-
dle-second half of the 4th century B.C. On this ne-
cropolis only pithos-burials are attested. Several 
cases of burying deceased in the re-used pithoi are 
evidenced. Some of the pithoi are decorated with 

red paint. The excavated burials are almost identi-
cal. This fact indicates to the identical social status 
of those buried. The pithoi are placed horizontally in 
the ground, facing east. The inventory is mainly com-
posed of tableware and jewellery [24; 28].

One more necropolis, namely that of the “Kas-
raant Lands”, was excavated near Tsikhiagora, in 800 
m north-west of the site. The burial ground covers an 
area of 600 m2. It is dated to the 6th-4th centuries B.C. 
On the necropolis pit burials were revealed, some of 
which were covered with stone slabs. In each buri-
al, one deceased was buried, as a rule. The deceased 
were buried in a crouched position, lying on either 
right or left side. In the burials the floor was paved 
with clay. In some cases the floors have apparent 
traces of fabric or leather. Grave goods were com-
posed of pottery, iron objects, jewellery, and some-
times weapons. In two burials, the deceased were 
resting on the stone slabs covering the burials locat-
ed below them, without any belongings at all [1].

Thus, the historical topography evidenced that 
the central place of this micro-region is the Tsikhiag-
ora hill, where the earliest settlement appears in the 
Early Bronze Age. The hill and surrounding territory 
are most intensively settled in the 5th-1st centuries 
B.C., when an architectural complex functioned on 
the summit of the hill (Pl. 3-4).



51TsikhiagoraTsikhiagora

THE LAYER OF THE  

HELLENISTIC/POST-ACHAEMENID PERIOD

The summit of Tsikhiagora has been systematical-
ly ploughed since the 1930s. That is why the upper-
most cultural layers were damaged and destroyed. 
Two elevations were noted on the surface of the 
hill. One is located on the north-east side of the hill 
(where a temple of the level III was excavated), while 
the other – in its north-west part (on top of the mill 
of level III and room № 15). Between these two ele-
vations there was a deepening, while the entire sur-
face of the hill was slightly sloping southwards. Due 
to this, during the excavations of the surface layers, 
different situations were shaped in different places. 
The total thickness of the Hellenistic layer reached 
4.5 m. In sectors XXI-XXII and XXVII, two construction 
levels were identified, covering the temple complex 
of level III. However, in sector XXVI only one level was 
attested. The ruins of construction level III (the tem-
ple complex) were revealed immediately under the 
humus layer. It should be noted here, that in squares 
12, 13, 14, 37, 38, 39, 62, 63, 64, 87, 88, 89 of sector 
XXVI, the entire area has been excavated and dam-
aged by a bulldozer, before the arrival of the archae-
ological expedition to this region. That is why the up-
permost layers (up to those of Kura-Araxes culture) 
were completely destroyed. In sectors XXV and XXVI, 
construction level I appeared immediately under 
the humus layer. Only the lower parts of pithoi were 
found there, during the placement of which the 
stone walls of the layer II were damaged; sometimes 
the damaged mud-bricks of layer III (temple com-
plex) have also been destroyed. Two pithoi were laid 
down horizontally; small fragments of human bones 
were discovered in them. Before the excavations in 
sector XXI, scattered pebbles and pottery sherds 
were attested in the uppermost layer. After the re-
moval of the humus layer and cleaning of the pile 
of cobblestones, a fragment of cobblestone building 
was discovered at the depth of some 0.3 m. Some 
fragments of northern and western walls were pre-
served, forming a corner of the building. The length 
of the western wall is 6.5 m (it is disfigured and could 
not be measured precisely), while the northern wall 
is 4 m long. The width of the walls is more or less 0.75 
m. To the west of the western wall there were found 
three quadrangular cliff rock stones. On two of them 
round wooden imprints can be noted; it can be sup-
posed that they represented the column bases. The 

distance between the supports is 1.6 m. It seems 
that this building had a corridor with a front door. 
During its excavations, no fragments of tiles were 
found. That is why we presume that this building 
had a flat roof. To the west of the front door pillars, in 
squares 564-589, nine small pithoi were discovered. 
They were scattered, half-buried in the ground. Only 
their lower halves were preserved. In addition to 
this, two big two-handled pitcher-shaped jars were 
found there. Both jars are red-painted. On one of 
them a hunting scene is depicted, while on the other 
jar geese-like birds are painted (Pl. 28-29; Fig. 46-47). 
The decor on both jars looks very much like that of 
the Samadlo pithoi with regard to both the subject 
and the manner. In the ceramic material of the lay-
er, fragments of household pottery prevailed. The 
greatest  part of the obtained material is composed 
of red-clay pottery. Fragments of black-fired and pol-
ished tableware were found, as well. Generally, this 
building (constructed of cobblestones) and its floor 
level were located on the entire clay mass. It could 
not be the bedrock. Thus, it is evident, that this layer 
is earlier than the temple complex excavated in the 
construction  level III, despite the paintings similar to 
those from Samadlo [42].

A pit grave, found in square 589, belongs to the 
level I. It was revealed at the depth of 0.15 m from 
the ground surface, directly in the humus layer. Both 
the skeleton and accompanying grave goods were 
destroyed and in disorder. Of the skeleton only the 
limb bones were preserved in the burial. It appeared 
that the deceased was buried with the head point-
ing to the east. On the wrist of the deceased there 
was an iron bracelet, only fragments of which were 
preserved. The deceased was also furnished with a 
black-polished, rim-moulded and big-sized bowl 
(fragm.), a similar but smaller bowl (broken at its time 
and pierced to be restored), and spherical black-pol-
ished pottery fragments (Pl. 32

1,2
). The stratigraphy 

of this burial, its intrusion into the layer containing 
painted pithoi, the location of the burial floor above 
the amorphous mass of the mud-brick ruins of the 
lower layer, as well as its inventory, date it to the end 
of the 2nd-beginning of the 1st century B.C. [42].

Level II overlaps the ruins of construction level III 
(of the temple). In sections XXII and XXVII this level 
is represented by fragments of walls built of cobble-
stones, using clay solution. It seems that at this level 
there were many buildings composed of large and 
small compartments, but they are preserved so frag-



52 ციხიაგორაციხიაგორა

mentarily that it is difficult to reconstruct their plans. 
These fragments of the buildings were located at the 
depth of 0.1-0.2 m from the ground surface. The pre-
served height of the walls is 0.2-0.3 m. The cultural 
layer, connected with these walls, mainly consists of 
black-fired pottery. Among them   jars with profiled 
surfaces are noteworthy. According to this material, 
layer II should be dated to the 3rd-2nd centuries B.C. 
(Pl. 35, 37-38; Fig. 48-49). Two burials were excavated 
in this layer. One of them belonged to a child. The 
child was buried in a two-handled red-painted jar. 
The burial was found in square 559 of sector XXII, 
along a fragment of cobblestone wall, at the depth 
of 0.7 m. It seems that the child has been buried in 
the house. On the pitcher-shaped  jar only one han-
dle is preserved. It is pink fired.  The shoulders of 
the vessel are decorated with a row of red-painted 
triangles and two parallel bands. The burial was not 
furnished with grave goods. The second burial was 
revealed in square 100 of sector XXVI. The burial pit 
had been dug out in the ruins of level III, reaching 
the surface of the destruction level III (in front of the 
western gate of the temple yard). A crouched skele-
ton of an adult was found in the burial. The deceased 
was furnished with two earrings, made of bronze 
wire, an iron bracelet, a black-polished bowl, and a 
jug (Pl. 34

1-4
). 

A quite different situation was evidenced in sec-
tor XXI, since here structures of the construction lev-
el II are built directly into the buildings belonging to 
the level III. Chamber №17 was excavated in squares 
564, 565, 590, and 591 of sector XXI. Obviously, it was 
embedded in chamber №16 (grinding room) at level 
III after its demolition (Pl. 17; Fig. 23). The orientation 
of the walls in chamber №17 almost matches that of 
chamber №16 (level III), but it seems that the builders 
did not take into account the existence of the walls 
of chamber №16 (or maybe they had no idea about 
their existence). That is why they did not use them. 
Moreover, they have not cleaned up the construc-
tion pit up to these walls: 10-15 cm are left up to the 
northern and eastern walls of chamber №16 and the 
walls of this new chamber №17 have been erected 
in this way. This chamber is much smaller than №16 
(level III). The thickness of the walls is 1.1 m; doors 
are cut out in the southern wall. The door opening is 
0.9 m wide. There was a wooden door-post near the 
outer edge of the door-opening, penetrating into 
the walls on both sides (approximately at the length 
of 30 cm).  The preserved height of the walls is 1.9-

2.0 m. The walls are constructed of unfired bricks. In 
the construction a pure or mixed ash solution was 
used to attach the mud-bricks. The mud-bricks are 
arranged alternatively –a half of mud-brick, then 
a whole one, and then another half-brick. In the 
next row two whole mud-bricks were used, and so 
long. After every two rows of masonry, longitudinal 
beams are placed between mud-bricks. The wood-
en beams have a cross-section of 12×15 cm, which 
corresponds to the thickness of mud-bricks. All the 
walls are plastered. They show slight and scat tered 
traces of smoke, which should not be a result of fire. 
The floor of chamber №16 (grinding room) of  level 
III is used as the floor. A thin layer of earth is scat-
tered on the burnt floor of the mill. The only thing 
we can say about the purpose of this room (№17) is 
that it was built immediately after the destruction of 
the level III temple. We can also say that the ashes of 
sacred fire were stored there. A two-handled, brown-
fired bowl was discovered in this room, filled with 
pure ashes (Pl. 34

6-8
). It seems that the clergymen 

quickly renovated the temple ruins. Additionally, in 
chamber №17 there were found red- and black-fired 
fragments of a big jar (Pl. 41). To the east of cham-
ber № 17 (on top of the cellar of level III), a chamber 
was excavated, measuring   7x6.5 m. In its north-east 
corner a Khovle-type oven was revealed. There was 
nothing else in this chamber. The walls and floor have 
not been burnt. Preserved were remains of wood, 
which was gradually crumbled (from damp). A sim-
ilar chamber was discovered to the west of it. Thus, 
a two-room (18, 19) structure was shaped, although 
no doors are visible between them. It is evident that 
this structure should be of the same date as that of 
chamber №17. Therefore, the temple of level III was 
destroyed in the later period. It is difficult to define 
the function of these rooms because, apart from the 
Khovle-type oven, nothing else has been evidenced. 
In chamber №19 rotten roof beams were found, as 
well as the remains of a column. We can presume 
that chambers №18 and 19 had flat roofing, since 
not a single fragment of tile was found here. Clean-
ing of this chamber has shown that the kitchen was 
built onto the burnt mud bricks of the defensive wall 
of level III, therefore this is a renovated chamber, too 
and the cultural layer contemporary to III temple is 
under it. In these chambers, there was revealed very 
scanty archaeological material, mostly fragments of 
kitchenware (Pl. 42-43).

In square 42 of sector XXVI a big cist grave was 
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discovered, composed of four large stone slabs and 
covered by two slabs. In the stone box, the skeleton 
of a deceased was found, buried in a Christian man-
ner. The remains of the older walls and floor have 
been destroyed by this burial; the deceased was not 
furnished with grave goods. It is the only one Chris-
tian burial  excavated in Tsikhiagora. Its existence 
seems to be accidental.

In this sector a part of the building was excavat-
ed. It was built of adobe bricks. The foundations were 
built of pebbles in one raw, sometimes arranged in 
two rows. This building had a rammed clay floor. On 
the longitudinal axis of the building a charred wood-
en beam was revealed with branches arranged in 
the fish-bone way. On top of the beams, fragments 
of red-painted and unpainted tiles were revealed. It 
seems that the building was covered with tiles. Un-
der this building a bakery of the III building level was 
revealed, destroyed by it [42, pp. 7-11].

Temple complex

Level III was the best preserved and presented 
one of the Tsikhiagora site, covering the entire sum-
mit of the hill. In this layer, a temple complex was re-
vealed, which consisted of a temple itself, a granary, 
a cellar, a grinding room, a bakery, a refectory, and 
residential structures (It should be taken into ac-
count that the entire complex was destroyed by fire, 
and this caused the better preservation of the site in 
many cases (Pl. 5-6; Fig. 1-3).

The main structure of the temple complex is rep-
resented by the temple itself (chamber №1), the in-
ner yard of the temple, chambers №2 and №10. All 
these structures were built with one and the same 
construction technique and were covered by a com-
mon roof (Pl. 5, 10. Fig. 4-13).

The lower parts of the walls of the main structure 
are built of flat rock stones, piled up dry, with double 
facing. The facing stones are tied only longitudinally. 
Between these two facings shapeless crushed and 
broken rubble were placed in. The masonry was put 
together dry. Wooden beams are used to reinforce 
the walls. The beams are laid above the second row 
of the foundation wall; they are arranged length-
wise at every 0.75-0.8 m; and at every 0.35-0.45 m in 
height. The thickness of the walls is 1.5 m. The height 
of the stone masonry is 2 m (3.5 m in chamber №10). 
The wall is built of  mud-brick layers (in some plac-
es eight rows were preserved). The best preserved 

wall fragment is 4.25 m high. It seems that the wall 
was at least 6 m high. Mud-bricks are attached with 
a clay mix and their horizontal and vertical joints are 
completely solid. This is due to the fact that along 
with square mud-bricks, half bricks (0.42×0.42×0.2 
m; 0.42×0.21×0.2 m) are also used in the construc-
tion. The walls are plastered with a mixture of clay 
and boxwood on both sides [42; 110].

The temple and inner yard

The temple (chamber №1) is almost square. Its in-
ner dimensions are: 8×7.5 m. The temple stands in a 
square inner yard in such a way that the fence of the 
yard and the northern wall of the temple are shared 
(Pl. 5-6, 10; Fig. 3

1
). A 1.6 m wide door is cut into the 

southern wall. The door-jambs are composed of 
stones all around. The windows cut into the eastern 
and western walls are 1.7 m wide. They are more 
than 0.75 m up from the floor level. For the floor of 
the building, wooden poles are used, led in the form 
of a chequerboard, covering an area of approximate-
ly 2.5×2.5 m. If the poles are tightly arranged in one 
direction in one section, in the neighbouring area of 
the same size the poles are arranged perpendicular 
to the first one. In general, the whole floor is covered 
with poles stacked in changing directions in this 
manner and is plastered with clay. In the centre of 
the hall, a wide square stone slab was found. A col-
umn-like altar stood on the floor of the cella (Pl. 45

1
). 

According to G. Tskitishvili, a pillar, probably made 
of wood, necessary for roofing this chamber, was 
erected in the centre. Its capital should have been 
the double-protome column capital discovered in 
chamber №10 (Pl. 96; Fig. 78). No traces of the in-
ter-floor roofing have been evidenced in structure 
№1. In a common residential and household struc-
ture, such a height is not needed.  It indeed gives to 
the temple a solemn look. This building was found to 
be almost completely empty, in terms of archaeolog-
ical material. A number of fragments of red-painted 
pottery (Pl. 46), iron nails (large and small), as well 
as iron “batons” with widened heads have been re-
vealed in this construction (Fig. 68).

The temple is surrounded by an inner yard on 
three sides (eastern, southern, and western ones). 
Almost in the middle of the yard, in 2.8 m from the 
temple door, an altar was revealed, built of dry ma-
sonry. It is rectangular in plan (2.5×3.2 m), 1.9 m high 
(Fig. 3

1
, 8

1
). It seems that this is actually its original 
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height, since the clay daubing and ash were pre-
served on top of it. The burnt remains of a sheep, and 
a small knife were revealed on the altar. In the south-
west corner of the temple yard, a 0.20-0.25 m high 
platform of crushed stone and clay was arranged. It 
measured 3.5×3.5 m. Its surface was plastered with 
clay in such a way that it deepened towards the mid-
dle (Pl. 5, 10). It can be assumed that this platform 
was intended for slaughtering sacrificial animals. 
The entrance door in the inner yard was cut into the 
eastern and western walls of the fortifications. All the 
door jambs were encircled by stones. On the verge 
of the western door, the remains of charred wooden 
beams were found, arranged in such a way that an 
impression of a fallen door was shaped. In the inner 
yard of the temple many fragments of adobe plas-
tering were found, on which there were imprints of 
various shapes. The majority of these imprints were 
found in the eastern corridor of the inner yard. In the 
round shaped imprints a phoenix, a sun, and a deer 
are depicted, while in the quadrangular ones a rider, 
a winged deer or horse, and a dog are identified. The 
imprints were also found in other sections of the in-
ner yard, but in small quantities (Pl. 91-94; Fig. 69-73).

Apart from these, lids, a small cooking pots, 
red-painted bowls, a couple of fragments of  pithoi, 
which are decorated with red paint, a fragment of an 
amphora-like vessel, and a so-called “shelf-like” item 
were found here (Pl. 50-51).

Chamber №2

Between the western wall of the temple and the 
defensive wall of the inner yard, a partition wall of 
mud-bricks is built, thus shaping a small chamber 
(№2). The entrance door is placed in the southern 
wall, in the partition wall (Fig. 9). A wooden pillar 
seems to stand to the left of the door. Of it only a 
socket and charcoal (fallen in it) have been preserved. 
Presumably a door was hung on it. The door seems 
to be single-winged, evidently opening inside.

Chamber №2 was distinguished by the abun-
dance of archaeological materials. In this room, on 
the floor, at the base of the eastern wall, there lay 
three discs made of clay. They had relief crosses de-
picted on one side (Pl. 47). It seems that these discs 
were attached to the walls and fell down during 
the destruction of the building. Right there (in the 
south-west corner of the room) fragments of adobe 
plastering were found, on which there is a number 

of quadrangular and round imprints; in the quad-
rangular ones there was the image of a horseman, 
while in the round one – a cross  was depicted; in 
chamber №2, under the ruins of a roof and directly 
on the floor, pink-fired jugs, light brown lids with red 
paint, as well as fragments of small-sized red painted  
pithoi  have been  revealed. Right here an ampho-
ra neck fragment and a neck fragment of analogous 
vessel were found (Pl. 48-49). The existence of such 
a large amount of tableware in this room gives us 
grounds to suppose that this was a storage room for 
temple ware [42].

Chamber №10

Chambers №1 and №2 are attached from the 
north by an east-west elongated rectangular cham-
ber (chamber №10). Its internal dimensions are 
18×4.5 m (Pl. 5, 10-11; Fig. 10-13). The door of the 
chamber is cut in the western wall (width - 1.4 m). 
This was a two-storey chamber. The walls of the first 
floor are built of unhewn rock stones (height 3.5 m). 
The second floor is built of adobe bricks. The sockets 
for the joists of the interfloor ceiling are arranged 
on the stone wall. The mud-brick wall of the sec-
ond floor was preserved at the height of 1.5 m. The 
distance between the axes of beam sockets of the 
interfloor ceiling is 0.9 m. In one case the distance 
is 0.85 m, while in another one it reaches 0.95 m. 
The rafters are placed across the width of the cham-
ber. The floor of the chamber is made of closely 
placed longitudinal beams, which themselves rest 
on a wooden girdles arranged on stones. The stone 
pillows were arranged in three rows on the length 
of the chamber, so that the distance between the 
stone centres was 1.6 m. This entire construction 
was plastered with clay. Along the southern wall of 
chamber №10, a throne-like platform was excavat-
ed. It was 0.5 m high, covering the area of 3.1x0.8 m. 
The platform was built of cobblestones and it was 
plastered with clay. The floor paved in front of it was 
raised by 0.25 m.

Two pithoi were placed on the floor of the cham-
ber, in its western part, by the entrance door, along 
the southern wall. Along the northern wall, three 
adobe containers were built. In one of them, located 
at the door, rye was kept, while in the two vessels 
small pithoi were placed (again, above the ground). 
All four pithoi are decorated with red painted bands. 

On the floor of this chamber, fragments of plaster 
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were found, on some of which stamp impressions 
were preserved. Four types of impressions were 
identified: triangular, quadrangular, circular, and 
oval. All four of these types are represented by both 
big- and small-sized examples.  On the impressions 
represented are: the sun, a dog, an ibex, a horse, and 
a deer. Plaster fragments with imprints of the stamps 
were found in the heap of the collapsed walls. Only 
in one place four large imprinted fragments of plas-
ter were found almost “adhered” to the eastern wall. 
They seemed to be almost adhered to the wall be-
cause the space between these pieces and the wall 
plastering has not been filled with any substance. 
It was clearly visible, that the “good” side of the im-
printed plaster of the beams was facing the wall. It 
was also apparent that this fragment had fallen from 
the ceiling. The traces of the beams followed the 
plaster fragment from top to bottom; therefore, if 
we consider the plaster as that of the ceiling, then 
it would turn out that the beams would have been 
arranged along the length of the chamber, which is 
confirmed in this case. The inter-floor roofing beams 
of the chamber were arranged on the walls longitu-
dinally, and the covering should have been arranged 
on the girders with cross-beams. One of such frag-
ments was also discovered on the northern wall; it 
too was “pinned”, and here the traces of two beams 
followed it in the direction of the longitudinal axis of 
the room. If we compare these two pieces of infor-
mation, it turns out that these two cases should be 
considered as fragments of ceiling plaster. The most 
interesting fact is that when these “pinned” plasters 
were taken down, on their inner side, with which 
they were “pinned” to the wall plasters, the impres-
sions of stamps were noticed, arranged very close 
to one another. All other fragments of the imprint-
ed plaster were found only along the walls. There 
were almost no cases of finding them in the middle 
of the chamber, at a great distance from the wall. 
If we take everything into account, we can assume 
that the ceiling was “decorated” with the stamp im-
pressions, although not entirely, but rather along 
the walls, following them. Some of the imprinted 
fragments showed traces of a stone masonry; while 
others, which were evidently from the corners of the 
room, had imprints of stone masonry on one plane 
and those of wood beams on the other one. If we 
take this information into account, we can assume 
that wall plastering was also decorated, though clos-
er to the ceiling. Therefore, they would put seals on 

the walls of the chamber and on the ceiling at their 
junctions, and this “decoration” was wrapped around 
the ceiling. 

According to the G. Tskitishvili in this context we 
can recall the custom preserved in toasts of bless-
ing the ceiling at the end of the construction of the 
house and a toast that is necessary on almost every 
Georgian feast. We believe that this ritual of blessing 
the ceiling was performed here – blessing the ceil-
ing and all persons who were present, marked the 
ceiling with their stamps while the clay was wet. It 
is worthy to note, that the seal impressions were 
grouped according to their subjects. 

In the same chamber, at the height of 1.4 m from 
the floor, on the entire mass of the mud-brick wall, 
which itself rested on a mass of roof tiles, a column 
that collapsed in the centre of the cella was found, as 
well as a column capital. Generally, the entire ruins 
were directed to the north. The capital is sculpted 
from limestone and presents bulls with their backs 
against one another (Pl. 96; Fig. 78). It would be more 
accurate to say that bullocks are sculpted here, since 
their horns are still small. The bullocks’ nostrils are 
flared, that is shown by the grooves cut out above the 
nostrils and the lips by the sculptor (wrinkles – which 
appear on bulls when flaring nostrils). It has similar 
grooves carved out in threes above the eyes. All of 
this creates a tense and angry expression of the bull-
ock (bull). On the jaws of both bullocks a relief line is 
drawn; it looks like a string of beads.  Two bands of 
a decorative element looking like a leafy ornament 
followed along the side of both of them. Both have 
two grooves around their bent knees. The tendons 
near the ankle are displayed with grooves. Above the 
hooves of both bullocks a relief line is carved, look-
ing like a string of beads. The place where the bull-
ocks (bulls) are joined is concave and depressed [42].

Additionally, in the ruins, under the mud-bricks, 
we have found a large number of iron nails of differ-
ent sizes (Fig. 68). An iron tool found here is notable. It 
reminds us of a bill-hook. The tool is destroyed, and it 
cannot be represented in its entire shape. Addition-
ally, a handle of jug was found in this chamber, made 
of light brown clay, decorated with red painted lines, 
as well as sherds of bowls, painted dark brown. There 
were fragments of walls and bottoms of dark brown 
painted jars. There were mostly found fragments of 
large pitcher-shaped jars (Pl. 52-54). The scarcity of 
painted pottery and their presence at a height of 3 
m above the floor gave us grounds to believe that 
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this pottery came down together with the collapsed 
between-floor from the second story.

All the buildings described above (the temple, in-
ner yard, chambers №2 and №10) were covered with 
flat and grooved tiles.

Chamber №10 is connected with the corridor to 
its west with a door, in the opening of which charred 
wooden beams were found - arranged like a stair-
case. The floor of the corridor was located 0.65 m 
above that of the chamber. The steps of the stair-
case went into niches, specially arranged in the wall. 
Therefore, the staircase seems to be made during 
the construction of the building [110].

Defenses and towers

The defensive walls surrounding the entire ridge 
of Tsikhiagora seem to be built during the construc-
tion of the main building (Pl. 5-6); while all other con-
structions of the temple complex seem to have been 
built after the construction of the fortress, as they are 
placed close to the plastered wall of the rampart (ex-
cept of the refectory and the bakery).

The fortress, which fenced the Tsikhiagora temple 
complex, was reinforced by buttresses and towers. 
They were constructed entirely out of adobe bricks 
and were built on a foundation of crushed stone or 
cobblestone. Only in one case it was confirmed that 
a beam was embedded length-wise in the curtain 
wall (behind room №10). The width of the wall was 
2.2 m. The curtain had a cladding of cobblestones on 
the outside, while the inside was plastered.

In the north-east corner of the hill (sector XXII 
– squares 561, 585, 586, 610, 611, 612; sector XXVII 
– squares 11, 12) a tower (I) was excavated, located 
outside the curtains. It was constructed entirely of 
mud-bricks. The south-western wall, to which the 
tower was attached, is 2.6 m thick, while the thick-
ness of the north-west wall is a little bit less, reach-
ing 2.4 m. The eastern side of this structure is not 
preserved (here, the summit of   the hill is missing in 
some areas, so the eastern wall of the curtain has 
been completely demolished). The remaining part 
of the building represents an elongated rectangle. 
It is 2.6 m wide, and its preserved length is up to 
5 metres. The south-east wall of the tower is 1.5 m 
thick. Its size differs from that of the other walls. It 
seems to be an inner wall. It is from this side that this 
structure was attached to a very similar chamber, of 
which only the north-western corner is remained. 

The preserved height of the tower wall is up to 2 m. 
The floor level could be noticed on the wall plaster-
ing and in the corners. The floor was also made of 
cobblestones plastered with clay. In order to figure 
out the arrangement of the floor, we removed the 
stones up to the depth of about 1.5 m. However, we 
have not reached the bottom. The impression was 
shaped that, underneath the corner tower with two 
chambers, there is a false floor completely filled with 
cobblestones. This has increased the fighting capa-
bility of the tower. This method was preserved in 
Georgian fortress constructions until the late Middle 
Ages. The tower has a cobblestone cladding on the 
outside, just as the curtain does. Almost no artefacts 
were discovered in the eastern tower.

The northern wall of the defences is fractured in 
squares 547, 572 of sector XXI (along the eastern wall 
of the cellar). The western part of the wall extends 
3.75 m to the north. In this place, outside of the cur-
tain, a second tower, which is right-angled in plan, 
has been built. Its external dimensions are 8.4×7.8 
m, while its internal dimensions are 4.4×3.8 m. The 
walls are 2 m wide, built of adobe clay mix and are 
plastered on both sides. The foundations of the walls 
are made of broken stones. Rather big cracks were 
noted in the eastern and western walls. It appears 
that the northern part of the tower slipped down the 
slope by 60-70 cm, which itself caused the northern 
wall to settle down by approximately 60 cm, which is 
equal to the difference in the natural decline of the 
ground. It appears that the foundation of the tow-
er had steps, levelled with the slope of the hill. The 
lower part of the tower was filled with large cobble-
stones, probably done to prevent a hole being made 
(by an enemy) in the wall. This stone pile was then 
plastered with clay and turned into the floor. On the 
inside of the southern wall of the tower, there was an 
arch-like protrusion, which was made of mud-bricks 
of different sizes (16×24×32 cm). The arch consists of 
two parallel layers of vaults, the width of which is 16 
and 24 cm. The height of the fixed part of the arch 
is 70 cm, and it protrudes 60 cm from the wall. The 
height of the wall was 1.5 m. It covered a space of 3.8 
sq. m. Above the vaults, a pile on top of the arch pro-
truded from the wall; it created an entire slab that, 
like the vault, would work under pressure. This is 
how it was managed to lighten the load on the vault. 
The arch is plastered with clay from below (Pl. 13).

Using the vault-and-arch construction in Tsikh-
iagora, in a region which is rich in wood, was proba-
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bly conditioned by the lack of wood in the construc-
tion (roofing between floors, etc.), which made the 
tower more resilient against fire and was thus more 
reliable for self-defence.

From this point of view, it is also noteworthy that 
there are no wooden constructions recorded in the 
structure of the tower walls, which is very typical of 
the walls of other buildings in this complex. It ap-
pears that the tower would have had an entrance 
from the side of the yard, on the second floor. It is 
presumed that this was along the corridor between 
the three-room building and the cellar, possibly from 
the walkway of the curtain.

Archaeological materials were found only under 
the arch to the floor (in the ruins of the walls and on 
the floor) (Pl. 55-58). This gives us grounds to suggest 
that this chamber was used. The preserved height of 
the wall is 3-3.5 m.  That is why we presume that the 
tower was at least two-storied [42].

Chambers №21 and №22

The northern wall of the defences of the tem-
ple complex is 2.5 m away from the northern wall 
of the main building (room №10) and thus creates 
a narrow corridor where two small chambers were 
discovered (№№ 21-22) (Pl. 5). The first room (№21) is 
narrow and long (5.5×2.5 m). Its western wall was of 
the so-called poles-and-plated cones (sarlasti) con-
struction:  a wooden frame plastered with clay (0.3 
m thick) on both sides. The entrance door is located 
in the wall which is adjoined to the northern wall of 
chamber №10. The door opening is 0.9 m wide. From 
this chamber a door was cut to chamber №22, the 
internal dimensions of which are 2.5×1.6 m.

In chamber №21, near the north-western corner, 
vertically placed large ridge tiles (diameter – 0.5 m) 
were cleaned; two of them lay against one another in 
such a way that a bipartite oven was shaped, which 
had a rather thick layer of ash in it. The floor of the 
chamber was paved with clay. Next to the preserved 
remains of the wooden frame of the chamber door, 
a large fragment of plaster was found, on which tri-
angular (6 pieces), equilateral (2 cm) imprints are 
preserved. On the imprint a stylized bull’s head is de-
picted. Evidently, the chamber door was sealed with 
this stamp.

We suppose that this chamber is a place for stor-
ing the sacred fire – eternal fire. This supposition is 
supported by the fact that also this room was sealed. 

There is no other way to explain the presence of the 
oven in this small chamber [42].

In chambers №21 and №22 many jugs, bowls, 
pots, pitcher-shaped jars, fired light coloured, were 
found, some of which are decorated with red paint, 
or red-painted. Among them, a red-painted bowl 
and a fragment of jug decorated with geometric or-
nament stand out. The pots are mostly unused, or at 
least they have not been placed on a fire.

The brownish-fired ritual vessel with flaring 
mouth and square-sectioned rim are noteworthy (Pl. 
59-62) [42].

Granary

A granary was built at the boundary of the inner 
yard of the temple and chamber №10 from the east 
(Pl. 12. Fig. 14, 15). It consisted of eight chambers 
(№№ 3, 4, 5, 5a, 6, 7, 8, 9). The walls of these cham-
bers were built of mud-bricks (from the bottom). 
It had only one row of stones as a foundation; the 
stones were not laid along its entire length, they 
were put intermittently. The walls were 1.5 m wide. 
The outside and inside of all chambers of the granary 
were plastered with clay. The floor was paved with 
clay. The internal dimensions of chambers №3 and 
№9 are 5×2 m. They had an entrance door from the 
south. From chamber №3 to chamber №5, located to 
its north, access was possible through a narrow door, 
placed at the height of 1 m from the floor. Chamber 
№5 (internal dimensions: 6×2 m) was divided in the 
middle by a partition wall, which was 1 m high and 
1.5 m wide (№5, 5a). As a result, two small chambers, 
almost pit-like ones, were shaped there. We suppose 
that these pits were containers for grain (so-called 
kodi). Chambers №7 and №8 represent similar con-
tainers. Burnt remains of grain (wheat, barley, rye) 
were found in them. If we calculate according to the 
volume of containers up to 12 tons of grain could 
be stored in this granary. Chambers №4 and №6 are 
square in plan (5×5 m) and both had fairly wide (1.8 
m wide) doors in the southern wall. Grains were also 
scattered in these chambers (on the floor). Evidently, 
they were preserved here in clay vessels, fragments 
of which have been found in abundance. Apart from 
the large pitcher-shaped jars, fragments of red-fired 
and red-painted clay pottery (jugs, bowls, and pots) 
were found in the granary (Pl. 63-67).
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Three-room structure (№№ 11, 12, 13)

A three-room structure (chambers №№ 11-13) 
was excavated to the west of the main building (Pl. 14; 
Fig. 16). It was built adjacent to the northern wall of 
the rampart; a 3.5 m wide corridor separated it from 
the temple. This three-room structure has no traces 
of a great fire; the walls are only slightly singed. The 
walls were built and plastered with clay. The floors 
in all three rooms had a clay floor, and only a part of 
the floor was made of wood in room №11. The en-
trance door of this construction was arranged from 
the east side, directly in front of the door of chamber 
№10. Door-openings were cut, leading from room 
№11 to rooms №12 and №13. In all door-openings 
the doorposts were cleaned. In the north-east corner 
of chamber №11, a Khovle-type oven was excavated. 
In the centre of the room, in front of the exit door of 
chamber №12, there stood a 0.55 m high two-stone 
mill. In front of the mill, from the east side, a semi-cir-
cular area for depositing flour was set up, which was 
plastered and encompassed by a low board. It is no-
table that one of the stones of the mill has a rougher 
surface. The surface of the second one is less rough. 
In the room, in the middle of the east wall, a pit for a 
column was cleaned, on the bottom of which a stone 
was placed. In room №13, a pithos was placed by the 
western wall, which damaged the wall of the lower 
layer during its arrangement. The lack of tiles on the 
floors of all the three rooms convinced us that this 
structure was covered with a flat roof.

Fragments of adobe plaster were discovered in 
chamber №11, on which the imprints of the stamps 
were preserved. Notable are the round imprint with 
the depiction of a rider, and the quadrangular one 
with the depiction of a man sitting on a chair. There 
were also found fragments of wall plastering with 
imprints of oval and triangular shapes, but no repre-
sentations are visible on them [42].

Cellar

A wine-cellar was dug to the west of the three-
room structure (Pl. 15; Fig. 17-20). Between the cel-
lar and the three-room building there is a 2 m wide 
corridor. The cellar is built of adobe bricks. It is built 
onto the wall of the curtain, which is slightly curved, 
according to the relief. That is why the width of the 
eastern part of the cellar differs from that of the 
western one. The length of the structure is 21 m. The 
width is 7 m in the western part, and 3.9 m in the 

eastern one. The western wall is shared with the mill. 
The impression is created that the eastern wall of the 
mill is built onto the wall of the cellar, but there is 
no noticeable seam between them. This wall is 1.5 
m wide. The eastern wall is 1.1 m wide. The northern 
wall is annexed to the curtain. The entrance door is 
arranged in the southern wall, almost in the middle 
of it. It is 1.6 m wide. The entrance is rather wide and 
it should be so since pithoi should be brought inside. 
The cellar was embedded at the depth of 0.5 m in the 
ground. This is confirmed by the existence of two-
stepped entrance. In the door opening, the remains 
of a wooden doorpost were found, which jut into 
the wall by 0.4-0.5 m on both sides. The diameter of 
doorpost was 0.25 m, as is visible from the empty 
space left in the mud-brick wall and the remains of 
rotten wood inside. There was one step set in front 
of the doorpost.

As for the walls of the cellar, the eastern and south-
ern mud-brick ones were erected on a single-layer 
cobblestone foundation, which is not embedded 
in the ground, while the northern wall has a stone 
foundation (average height 0.5 m). The longitudinal 
dimensions of the mud-bricks are 41-44 cm, height 
- 12-12.5 cm. It is evident that the adobe bricks are 
set on an ash-containing mixture. Just like the walls 
of all the buildings of the temple complex, the walls 
of the cellar are plastered with clay. It seems that the 
cellar had a flat roof, since not a single fragment of 
tile was found there. The presence of a single thick 
layer of clay on the whole area of   the cellar confirms 
this opinion, as well as the singing of the walls 0.6-
0.7 m high from the floor, at 2.2-2.5 m at some places. 
The mud-bricks and plaster were also half-burned. It 
appears that a fire erupted and the wooden ceiling 
of the cellar was burnt. When the supporting col-
umns and ceiling beams were half burnt, they could 
no longer endure the weight of the roof and the roof 
collapsed completely, the floor was  burnt and the 
lower part of the walls, as well. The flattened clay 
floor in the cellar is burnt. There were found ceiling 
beams scattered on the floor. It seems that the ceil-
ing was roofed in the following way: longitudinally 
arranged beams of large diameter rested on wood-
en columns, while beams of smaller diameter were 
arranged transversely. These beams were covered 
with 0.5 m thick clay layer. The roof rested on four 
wooden pillars on the longitudinal axis. The pillars 
had stone supports.

The walls of the cellar are quite high (2-2.5 m); 
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no window is evidenced anywhere. The manner of 
building this cellar is almost identical to that of erect-
ing big cellars attested in the ethnographic records.

As for the floor, it is made of beaten earth. There 
are quite a lot of grains mixed in its coating. The bot-
anists attested the existence of cultivated dicotyle-
donous grains with a mixture of monocoty le donous 
ones. The mixing of grain into the coating of the floor 
seems to be of ritual-magical significance, likely en-
suring that the cellar was fully stocked.

The cellar is arranged as follows: in the north-west-
ern corner a wine-press was erected, built of beams, 
measuring 2.75×2.75 m, i.e. the area of 7.5 m2 (Fig. 
17). The sides were tied with two beams placed on 
top of each other; the preserved diameter of the 
beams is 0.2 m. Thus, its capacity would be 1.5 m3. 
The manner of the construction of the wine-press is 
as follows: the beams are laid on the floor, surround-
ed by two-beam high walls, which are tied at the cor-
ners using the jamming-in method, the sides are tied 
with double beams, the space between which was 
filled with clay, to ensure the water-resistance qual-
ity. Everywhere on the floor, as well as on the walls, 
the places, where the beams join, are plastered with 
a mixture. The mixture is quite sturdy and grey. Such 
a filler for cracks in wooden pottery is well known 
in Georgian ethnography: it is prepared by rubbing 
together ash and unmelted beef tallow. This is the 
oldest winepress found in Georgia so far, which is ac-
curately dated [42; 110].

In front of the winepress, there is a clay taghara 
(isarna) (a large clay bowl), decorated with red -paint 
chevrons. Its diameter is 0.9 m, while the height is 
0.6 m. (Pl. 69

2
; Fig. 17, 19, 55). According to the cal-

culations, 250-300 litres of grape juice were poured 
into it. In the south-western corner of the cellar, in 
the vicinity of the winepress, along the western wall, 
there is a stone-built and clay-plastered platform. It 
is 0.6 m high, covering the area of 3.1×1.2 m. (Fig. 
20). In Georgian ethnographic cellars, generally, 
the platforms are located next to the winepress, 
on which wicker baskets are placed, full of grapes 
brought from the vineyard. In the vicinity of the 
platform for wicker baskets (godori), on the south-
ern wall of the cellar, a low altar is built, constructed 
of mud-bricks. It is square and plastered from every 
side. The dimensions of the altar are 1.6×1.6 m. With-
in it, there was found a clay disk (diameter - 0.6 m), 
on which a cross with equipollent arms is depicted 
(Fig. 20-21). A pile of pure ash was revealed under 

this disk. Therefore, after the ritual was performed in 
the cellar, the remaining ashes have been covered 
and kept as a symbol of the sun. This underlines the 
relationship between fire and the sun once again. 
Right ahead of the cellar door, next to the north wall, 
there are two more altars built of mud-bricks and 
plastered with clay. They differ from one another by 
construction and appear to be used for different ritu-
als (Pl. 16; Fig. 22). The dimensions of the left one are: 
length - 1.45 m, width - 0.45 m, height - 0.17 m. Three 
thick-walled hemispherical bowls of coarse clay with 
a quadrangular mouth are embedded in it (Fig. 63). 
All the three were filled up with pure ash. Next to this 
altar, towards the east, there is a second (third in to-
tal) one, within 1.3 m from it. The length of the altar 
is 1.3 m. It is 0.8 m wide and 0.4 m high. It is dam-
aged and could not be completely restored. It seems 
that it consisted of two platforms. The left platform 
was right-angled. It was damaged by a beam that 
had fallen from the ceiling, and its surface is not pre-
served. The traces of a fire can be seen on the right 
platform. A goat’s head was burnt in the fire. Four 
or five individuals are defined in the remains of the 
bones. The impression is shaped that they were not 
burnt simultaneously. Therefore, if this observation 
is correct, it appears that the ritual was performed 
several times.

48 pithoi embedded in the floor in five rows were 
excavated in the cellar. All of them are embedded in 
the ground up to their necks and are decorated with 
various ornaments (Pl. 15, 68; Fig. 18-19, 54): with a 
twisted and pseudo-twisted ornament, bands and 
chevrons painted with red paint, unfilled elongated 
triangles with their ends pointing downwards and 
their various combinations, twisted floral ornaments 
inserted between the bands, etc. The pithoi were all 
cracked and smashed. All are high-necked. We have 
filled up two pithoi: one of them could hold 480 li-
tres of wine. Interestingly enough, this pitcher had 
the letter B (Beta) (Pl. 70

1
; Fig. 55

1
), scratched out on 

its mouth before firing. According to the order of 
the Greek alphabet, it is equal to the number “two”. 
Therefore, two measuring jugs of liquid could fill this 
pithos. Thus, one measure equalled 240 litres. 700-
720 litres went into the second pitcher. Therefore, 
three measures could go into this pithos. If we recall, 
that the Urartian stock akarak was equal to 200-250 
litres, then it turns out that the Beta refers to exactly 
two akaraks, while the other pithos contained three 
akaraks. If we calculate the volume of the pithos to 
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be an average of 600 litres, it turns out that the cellar 
had a total capacity of 28,200 litres of wine. If we take 
into account that at least two pitchers should remain 
empty to transfer the wine, then the maximum ca-
pacity of the cellar will be 27,000 litres. After that, it 
is easy to imagine the scale of the temple’s economy. 

In eight cases, a flat tile was identified next to 
the pithos; it seems that they used the pithos as lids. 
Fired clay can be seen on top of them. Therefore, 
this tiles were then plastered with clay. On two of 
them, the stamps are preserved. On one imprint, a 
lion is clearly visible (Pl. 95

1
; Fig. 74). The diameter of 

the stamp is 7 cm. It is evident that the pithoi were 
sealed by the keeper of the wine-cellar, as wherever 
we saw the tiles, all lay beside the pitchers, and none 
were laid on top [42].

It is worth noting that while cleaning the wine-
press, a large number of grape pips were found on 
its floor and also under the khizi2, which the scien-
tist and viticulturist R. Ramishvili studied, and estab-
lished that of the varieties known today, it is closest 
to the Saperavi well spread in Kartli, although the 
pips are smaller in size. This fact gives him grounds 
to conclude that the crop was taken from unirrigated 
plots.

One more interesting discovery was made. In one 
of the pithoi in front of the winepress, an almost en-
tire vine was found. It is attested in the ethnographi-
cal data that after a bad harvest, when the next year 
comes and the New Year congratulatory ritual is per-
formed in the cellar, a large vine branch or a whole 
grapevine is cut in the vineyard and God is implored 
for a big harvest in the subsequent year. Together 
with the discovery of the ritual hearth, this ethno-
graphic data give us grounds to suggest that a simi-
lar ritual was performed in the cellar [42].

94 items were found on the floor of the cellar. 
Among them were: 17 jugs, 18 pitcher-shaped jars, 
8 bowls, 11 pots, and 37 pieces of different pottery 
(Pl. 69-73). A clay stopper for a wide-necked jug was 
found right there, with the impression of a isoscale 
triangle stamp. On the imprint of the stamp an an-
imal depiction can be seen. It seems that not only 
pithoi were stamped, but other types of pottery, as 
well. Among the pottery finds of the cellar, of spe-
cial interest is one vessel. It appears that this vessel 
represents a bull (it is hollow, of course). There were 
found a bull’s head, with both the beginning of the 

2  Khizi - a mixture of tallow and ash, with which wooden vessels were coated.

body and a part of the opening on the back (Pl. 68). 
The bull’s head has large wide-spreading horns, re-
lief eyes, slightly open mouth, and prick-ears. The 
vessel seems to have been painted red. Due to being 
in a fire, the colour seems to be darkened. It is white 
painted on the red background. The tips of the horns 
are white, with a wide white stripe around the eyes. 
There is a white lengthwise stripe between the eyes. 
The edges of the eyes are white. White speckles are 
scattered around the nose, giving the impression 
that it has stringed beads similar to those on the 
double-protome sculpture of a bull (column capital) 
found in the temple; it has a triangular mark on its 
forehead, as if the bull has a white spot on its head. 
The forehead mark is exactly the same as that of the 
ritual bread-roll representing the bull attested in the 
ethnographic records.

There are three altars in the cellar. Different rituals 
are performed on all the three, and all of them are 
related to fire. The stamp with a lion representation 
on the lid of one of the pithoi is also worth noting. 
O n the altar burnt heads and horns of a goat kid are 
burnt (we should note that the goat is a constant 
animal companion of Dionysus, the Hellenised deity 
of vineyards, wine and generally fertility of the land, 
originating from Asia Minor. When Dionysus was kid-
napped by pirates, he turned into a lion. In the myth 
of Dionysus, it is said that when he found a vine 
branch, he replanted it into a lion’s bone. Thus, the 
vine, according to this myth, has a close connection 
with the lion). G. Tskitishvili notes that in Georgia, 
during vintage, a lamb is usually slaughtered. Taking 
all this into account, we have reliable foundations to 
assume the existence of a cult of this deity or of its 
local prototype, at least in Eastern Georgia at that 
time. The Georgian cellar has reserved the function 
of a holy place up to now. In our country, it was pos-
sible to have a wedding in a cellar until now [42]. 

The cellar had a corridor to the south, with an 
entrance door cut into the southern wall, 0.8 m to 
the west of the three-room structure. The size of the 
door is 1.5 m. The length of the corridor is 24.5 m, 
from the three-room building up to the western wall 
of the cellar. However, the fact is that this corridor 
tapered in the western part: it was 5 m wide in the 
eastern end, while in the western one was only 3.5 m 
wide (Pl. 6). The southern wall and floor of the corri-
dor rises slowly westwards. The difference between 
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the far eastern and western markings of the floor is 
2 m. There is a similar difference in the markings of 
the stones at the foundation of the southern wall. 
The wall is built of mud-bricks and is plastered on 
both sides. The plastering of this wall and the cellar 
wall merge very well with the flatness of the floor. 
In the corridor to the west of the cellar doors, along 
the wall, four heaps of grape pips were found, each 
weighing at least 1-1.5 kg. After collecting these 
piles, impressions of circular wicker-work were ob-
served on the daubing of the floor. From this, we 
conclude that there were four wicker baskets full of 
grapes lined up along the wall which were burned 
in a fire. Therefore, the temple complex seems to be 
burned in autumn, at the time when the grapes were 
brought into the cellar and pressed.

Chamber with hand grinders

 A grinding room was excavated to the west of 
the cellar (Pl. 17-18; Fig. 23-25), chamber №16, which 
shared a wall with the cellar eastwards, and with 
chamber №15 westwards, while the northern wall 
was attached to the curtain. Its inner dimensions 
are 8.5×8 m. The width of the walls is a little more 
than 1 m. The chamber is built of adobe, the floor 
is paved with clay. A 1.3 m wide door is cut into the 
southern wall. There was a mud-brick desk along the 
whole length of the western wall of the chamber, on 
top of which hand grinders were arranged almost 
in a row (two were missing, lying on the floor). On 
the right side of each hand-grinder, there were re-
cesses set like bowls in the mud-brick desk. In front 
of the desk, along its entire length, one entire flour 
grinder is arranged, made of adobe.  It was walled 
off the room by a 10-15 cm high board. The remains 
of a similarly arranged flour grinder could be noted 
along the southern and eastern walls. Supposedly 
there should have been 30-32 hand grinders in total 
in this chamber. Hand grinders were placed slight-
ly tilting towards the grinder in such a way that the 
flour could be poured in freely. The bowl-like de-
pressions next to the hand grinders were probably 
intended for wheat. A miller would take out wheat 
from there and put it onto the hand grinder. How-
ever, only a small amount of wheat would have fit in 
here, approximately 2-3 handfuls. Hand grinders are 
arranged along the wall in such a way that the miller 
has only one exit in the room. This was done in such 
a way that for whoever sat in the northwest corner, if 

he wanted to go out, he had to stop everyone since 
otherwise he would not have been able to come out. 
There were large fragments of a clay vessel in front 
of the grinder. The fragments belonged to a pitch-
er-shaped jar (presumably). Burnt wheat was found 
in it. It appears that the common provision was kept 
in this vessel, and someone used to throw handfuls 
of wheat into the bowl when provision was expired.

The arrangement of the desk and the presence of 
30 hand-mills in one chamber indicate to the exis-
tence of a person supervising the works undertaken 
in the “mill” [42].

In the chamber, a bronze stamp with a triangular 
loop was found, on which a dog-like animal and two 
birds are depicted (Pl. 95

2
; Fig. 75

1
) [16].

Chamber №15

Another chamber, №15, is attached to the grind-
ing room from the west. It seems to be a dwelling 
compartment (Pl. 18-19). It is of trapezoidal shape. Its 
length (from north to south) is equivalent to 8.3 m. It 
is 4.8 m wide along the northern wall, while along 
the southern wall it is 3.4 m wide. The floor is made 
of beaten earth. The walls are built of mud-bricks and 
plastered with clay. The western and northern walls 
of this chamber are attached directly to the curtains, 
and the eastern wall is shared with the mill. A door 
opening is in the southern wall. It is 1.45 m wide. A 
single row of cobblestones is laid as a foundation for 
the mud-brick walls.

A wooden column was identified next to the 
north wall of the chamber. A second one was found 
directly ahead of it, next to the south wall. Two more 
columns were found in the southern part of the 
western wall. If we calculate the distance between 
the columns (approx. 1.5 m), then there should be a 
total of 4 pillars next to the western wall, dividing the 
room into five equal parts along its longitudinal line. 
A base of one column was found next to the east 
wall. A stone, measuring 0.3×0.3 m, was cleaned on 
the longitudinal axis of the room. It seems that there 
was a main rafter in the middle, too.

The location of the charred posts made it possible 
to restore the structure of the roof. It appears that 
the duty of pulling on the grafters was carried out 
by a longitudinal coupled beam and the beams rest-
ing on the pillars of the longitudinal walls. Transverse 
rafters were then arranged on the beams, which thus 
formed the ceiling. The arrangement of pillars and 
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rafters does not allow us to define this construction 
as flat-earth roof; no tiles seem to be used.  Thus, 
chamber №15 had a flat roof, too.

In the north-eastern corner of this chamber a 
Khovle-type oven was placed, almost completely 
demolished by burrows of a badger or a fox. Pre-
served are: an ash-bin, a bread baker; on the wall of 
the room an imprint of an oven. There is a flat stone 
in front of the oven, evidently for sitting down on. A 
flat tile lay nearby on the floor. It was probably used 
to cover the mouth of the oven to keep warmth.

Next to the north-western corner, a two-stone 
grinder is attached to the northern wall at a distance 
of 0.7 m from the western one (Fig. 26

1
).

The stones are piled on the desk made of mud-
bricks. The stone in the north was placed 0.7 m high, 
and the stone next to it, in the south, was 10 cm 
lower. In front of them, the mill was made with mud-
bricks. This grinder is analogous of the one found in 
the three-room structure.

At the western wall, exactly in the middle, a low 
“family” sacrificial altar was discovered. It is quadran-
gular (1.75×1.75 m) and raised by 0.15 m from the 
floor. In the middle it has a pit with rounded corners 
(0.75×0.5 m), which was full of the charcoal of thin 
twigs and ash. The back of the 0.2 m wide altar runs 
along the wall.

* * *

About three metres to the south of chamber 
№15, a pit (diameter 7 m) was discovered in squares 
612, 613, 614 of sector XXI and 12, 13, 14 of sector 
XXVI (Pl. 6, 8). It cuts through all the lower cultural 
layers and is sunk into the soil. The pit was cleared 
to the depth of 9 m. We could not go further down 
due to technical defences. The walls of the pit were 
reinforced with large cobblestones, and the pit was 
filled with a mud-brick rubble and fragments of tiles. 
It appears that the pit was filled up in the result of 
the ruin of the rampart of the temple complex and 
the mud-brick walls of the buildings.

The function of the pit is unclear. It should be 
noted that at some archaeological sites of Georgia 
dated to the Classical period (Uplistsikhe, Vani), even 
deeper pits were attested cut into the rocky ground. 
Their practical significance is hard to be defined. It is 
possible that these pits are of some ritual purpose, 
related to chthonic cults.

 Bakery

In squares 40, 41 of sector XXVI, a fragment of the 
bakery was excavated, which was damaged by the 
upper layer. In this chamber, along the eastern wall, 
5 ovens were cleaned (Pl. 8; Fig. 26

2
). One of them 

had a small quadrangular “window” at the bottom, 
it seems that all the ovens had such a “window”, but 
they have not been preserved. The “window” repre-
sented an air vent, to create traction. The ovens are 
double-walled. Two of them are joined together; 
the space between them is filled with earth and is 
plastered with clay from the outside (a diameter of 
0.5-0.6 m). By this method, the walls of the ovens are 
thickened in order to better retain heat.

These are the oldest confirmed ovens on the ter-
ritory of Georgia. The oven is considered an Ancient 
Eastern find. It was also widespread in Urartu and in 
Georgia’s neighbour at the time of Tsikhiagora, Iran.

The discovery of five ovens in one chamber must 
mean the baking of bread on mass, probably to en-
tertain the worshipers coming to the temple. The dis-
covery of 32 hand grinders, where 32 millers worked 
simultaneously, should also indicate the same fact. 
Moreover, as we have already seen, the residential 
buildings, which were found in the complex, were 
confirmed to have their own mills and bakeries [42].

Chamber №14 (refectory)

Another chamber (№14) was excavated next to 
the bakery, which is located in squares 93, 94, 95, 118, 
119, and 120. This chamber has provisionally been 
given the name of the refectory. Room №14 is ori-
ented from the north towards the south. It is slightly 
declined to the north-east. The walls, apart from the 
southern one, were built of cobblestones at a height 
of 0.5 m (at least what was left of it) and then of mud-
bricks. In the foundation built of cobblestone, rein-
forcing bars were placed at a distance of 1 m, and in 
height - at a distance of 0.35-0.4 m. One interesting 
detail was observed at the level of the foundation – 
along the western wall, beams are stacked on both 
sides. They are connected to each other with cross-
bars. Squares are tied up from beams in this way. 
These squares are filled up with stones. In three cases, 
burnt sheep bones were found on the beams of the 
foundation. In one place, the shin and ankle bones, 
and in two places - there are parts of the ribs. In all 
three cases, the bones lay on the beams, and they 
were burned together with them. Is this the bless-
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ing of the foundation carried out with the parts of 
the sacrificial animal? This is possible. The floor of the 
building is made of beaten clay. The charcoal of short 
beams lay in front of the door opening. This should 
be the remains of the carved door frame. Here, on 
the floor a shattered beam was revealed, which was 
embedded by almost 1.5 m into the western wall of 
the door opening and up to 1 metre into the eastern 
one. We think that this is the doorpost. Near the mid-
dle of the room, right in front of the door, a rather 
tall (25 cm High) quadrangular stone was placed on 
the floor. The base of the pillar was reinforced with 
two stones embedded into the floor right next to it. 
Near the centre of the room, a pithos was buried in 
the floor up to its shoulders. This chamber appears to 
have a front door. Its floor passed through the door 
opening. In front of the door the floor was paved and 
flattened as in the room itself. Such a paved and flat-
tened floor stretched along the building for 1 m to 
the south. The slope of the hill nearby was found to 
have collapsed with the rest of the structure (Pl. 20).

Tiles

The temple, the granary, the bakery and the refec-
tory were covered with curved-  and flat tiles painted 
red. All the other structures had flat roofs. As for the 
tiles, Greek letters were stamped on them. Letters 
were identified on both flat and curved tiles (Pl. 97

2-4
, 

45
2-9

; Fig. 66, 67). Letters were noted on 55 flat tiles 
and 20 on cover-tiles. This is natural, since letters rep-
resenting numbers in tens and hundreds have been 
identified. It seems that every 10th, 20th, 100th tiles, 
and so on tiles were marked. The presence of two let-
ter marks on one of the fragments confirms this fact. 
It was first marked by O, and then - by ξ. An omicron 
is deleted from the wet clay before the tile dried; it 
seems that an ξ was applied later. As is known, the 
numerical value of omicron is 70 and that of ‘x’ is 60. 
This discovery confirmed our opinion that the let-
ters are used for a numerical value: it seems that the 
craftsman had made a mistake and then corrected it. 
It could be supposed that the craftsman was obliged 
to count and credit tiles made by him, since someone 
inspected him. Other sets of signs have also been at-
tested on the tiles. These are indentations made by 
the insertion of thin sticks and fingers, with 1, 2 or 3 
notches. It appears that, in this case, the craftsman 
who made the tiles did not know how to use letters 
or their numerical values. It seems that some artisans 

were acquainted with Greek letters, and even had an 
idea about their numerical value. This fact is an indi-
cator of the high cultural development of Iberia of 
that time. At the same time, it is an indicator of the 
close cultural relations of our society with the Greek 
world in Asia Minor [44].

Terrace and large yard

The “refectory” stood on a platform tamped 
down with clay, which forms a terrace. On the area 
surrounding the eastern wall of the refectory, a pile 
of burnt bones and fragments of tiles were cleaned 
(covering an area of 20 square metres). This con-
firmed the fact that this level (from point 0, 1.3 m 
above the floor of the temple) corresponded to that 
of the yard at the time of the refectory (Pl. 22). On the 
tiles scattered here, Greek letters were identified - 
omicron and sigma. Here a mortar was found, beau-
tifully carved of lime-stone (Pl. 75

26
; Fig. 60). The ter-

race is 0.9 m higher than the level of the yard of the 
temple complex and is separated from it by a mud-
brick wall, the width of which is 1.1 m, length - 21 
m, preserved height - 0.9 m.  It is plastered from the 
yard’s side (Pl. 6). There is an exit opening from the 
yard onto the terrace in the middle of the wall (95th 
square). It is 1 m wide. Three steps (each 0.25-0.3 m 
high and wide) were recorded. In the opening, re-
mains of a wooden door-post were found, which juts 
into the wall by 0.3 m on both sides. The fact that the 
diameter of the door post is 0.3 m is evidenced by 
the space left in the mud-brick wall and the remains 
of decayed wood inside. If we take into account the 
volume of the ruins of the wall, it can be supposed 
that this wall not only separated the terraces, but 
also had some height. The function of this wall was 
probably to separate the temple from the cellar, the 
mill, the bakery and the refectory, so that household 
activities and cult services would not be mixed, and 
a worshipper would stay alone with the deity.

The temple complex has a large trapezoidal yard. 
It covers an area of 400 sq. m. It is located to the west 
of the temple (Pl. 6). From the east, the yard is bor-
dered by the defensive walls of the temple, and it 
was connected to the temple’s inner yard by a door. 
To the north, it continues almost to the wall of the 
three-room structure. To the west, it is bounded by a 
wall, which divides it from the terrace, where the “re-
fectory” is located; it is connected to the terrace by 
means of a staircase, which is located in the opening 
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of the wall. From the south, the yard was bordered, 
seemingly, by the defensive wall, which is partially 
lowered on the slope of the hill. The floor of the yard 
was paved with clay. The floor was blackened, appar-
ently as a result of the fire that destroyed the temple. 
Burnt wooden beams were found on a rather large 
area (10×10 m) in the yard. Their diameter is 0.2-0.25 
m, and the length of some among them reaches 5-7 
m. The wooden beams lay so compactly on the floor 
that it gives the impression as if they were part of 
some large wooden construction that stood on the 
south wall of the fortress and collapsed into the yard 
during the fire (Pl. 22). A few pottery fragments were 
found on the entire area of the yard (Pl. 74, 75).

 * * *

The third level of the Classical period of Tsikhiag-
ora reflects the time of the existence and destruction 
of the temple complex. This very layer holds four 
more construction levels, which were revealed in the 
result of the excavation of the “refectory” and the ter-
race (Pl. 23-24; Fig. 26

2
, 28-29).

At the level of the refectory floor, three pithoi cut 
open at the belly area were cleaned. These pithoi are 
from the bottom layer, and they were demolished 
and cut open during the construction of the refec-
tory (Pl. 21). Therefore, these pithoi are from level IV. 
After the removal of the foundations of the refectory, 
the remains of walls were revealed immediately un-
der it, repeating the plan of the refectory at first sight. 
But actually we are dealing with completely different 
levels. If we start in succession, the following picture 
is shaped: under the western wall of the refectory 
a two-layered wall built of a mixture of rubble and 
cobblestone was revealed. Its direction coincides 
with the inner face of the building. Its core is filled 
with clay. This wall (level IV) is 4.5 m long and 1.3 m 
wide. It itself cuts an older wall of level V wall, which 
is of similar build. It coincides with the north wall of 
the refectory. These two walls are of different con-
struction levels. It seems that at their conjunction, 
the mentioned level V wall was also cut by the pithos 
that was placed into the northern wall of the refecto-
ry. This wall of level V has an annexe from the north 
(square 68). They are organically combined in such a 
way that their contemporaneity cannot be doubt. It 
gives the impression of a severed wall. A level V wall 
running through squares 67 and 68 seals the corner 
exactly at the point where the northeast corner of 

the refectory is sealed. The walls of level V are mainly 
built of cobblestone, occasionally interspersed with 
white limestone blocks.

In square 92, directly under the level V wall, a wall 
(level VI) of a different thickness appeared, built in 
a different manner and with a different material. It 
is narrow compared to the other walls (those locat-
ed above). It is 0.70 m wide, and it is mainly built of 
white limestone. In square 117 it turned to the west, 
almost at the place where the south-western corner 
of the refectory was located. The eastern wall of level 
VI in square 92 has an annexe (0.55×0.55 m). It would 
be more accurate to consider it an altar placed at the 
wall. These are like the ones revealed in the cellar. 
The four levels from III to VI are built so close to one 
another that there is a total of 25-27 cm difference in 
height between them. Fragments of another build-
ing (level VII) were found in square 91. It is at a depth 
of 0.5 m below level VI. The wall of level VII is built 
of cobblestone on a mud mixture. It is relatively thin 
(0.6 m) and the manner of construction is complete-
ly different. A similar wall fragment was found on the 
western edge of the same square. It seems that this 
is a fragment of two walls of one and the same build-
ing.

As for the “refectory” area, it turned out to be im-
possible to distinguish the floors of levels V and VI 
(the levels are divided only by the interaction be-
tween the remains of the walls). This is why we will 
characterise the entire material together. Here, too, 
there is mostly kitchen-ware. A grey-fired shard of 
a bowl with narrowed mouth, and fragments of a 
straw-coloured fired phial and red-painted pottery 
can be distinguished (Pl. 76). The part of the floor of 
the level VI of the building that adjoined the east-
ern wall was well documented. More specifically, we 
mean the section that was located to the south of 
the altar, that was directly next to it. From the ma-
terial, a flaxen-fired vessel stands out; there are also 
black and brown-fired ones. Almost all of them have 
evident traces of fire. In the south-eastern corner 
of this “building” they were found in their greatest 
number, again of the same material, in shape and 
colour. So, in a short chronological section, there is a 
high density of construction levels.

In the eastern part of the cellar, neighbouring to 
the three-room building, in squares 620-621 of sec-
tor XXI, the same circumstances were revealed as un-
der the refectory, when descending to the lower lev-
els. The two levels are directly on top of one another. 
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Both of them are cut in by the cellar. Under the cellar 
a rather large building stood, built of cobblestones. 
The walls of this building were 0.8-0.9 m thick. The 
southern wall of this building also rests on another 
similar wall, but they do not coincide completely. 
The building stone is also different, being more mas-
sive (level V). The level VI stone is thinner. This may 
be caused by the scale of the buildings. Both these 
levels were cut into by the builders of the cellar. The 
floor of the cellar was laid out 20 centimetres lower 
(Pl. 8). Almost no material was encountered during 
the excavation of these levels, except of fragments 
of a few red-clay pitcher-shaped jars.

As we can see, the lower three levels of the tem-
ple complex are very closely attached, both physical-
ly and chronologically.

To the north of the terrace, in squares 16-20, a 4 
m wide corridor was discovered. It is separated from 
the front corridor and terrace of the cellar with mud-
brick walls. This corridor is connected to the terrace 
through an opening (square 45), and a large yard in 
square 21 (Pl. 25). The floor of the corridor is paved 
with clay and rises from east to the west. After exca-
vating  the area under the refectory and the southern 
part of the terrace (squares 66-68, 91-93, 117-119, 
144) five more construction horizons were revealed, 
represented by the foundations of walls built of cob-
blestone or crushed stone, overlapping one another 
(Pl. 26; Fig. 29-30). Thus, the layer of the Hellenistic 
period is represented by eight construction hori-
zons, six of which - III-VIII - are connected to the tem-
ple complex. Construction horizon III (Pl.) reflects a 
destruction of the temple complex. As for the lower 
horizons, traces of the intensive construction works 
taking place in the western part of the hill during the 
existence of the temple are evident (Pl. 25).

The excavations carried on the terrace allow es-
tablishing the internal stratigraphy. That is why the 
materials will be analysed according to construction 
horizons or levels. The material of level III is present-
ed on the floor of the corridor, in squares 16, 17, 18 
(Pl. 25). It is composed of pottery (Pl. 77

1-5
), which is 

thin-walled, fired pink, red-painted (Pl. 77
2
), painted 

(Pl. 77
5
) and with white lines on a grey background 

(Pl. 77
4
). Tile fragments have also been found there.

Household pits dug into the terrace should be-
long to the same level (Pl. 26): square 94, pit №1 (Pl. 
78

8-10
), pit №2 (Pl. 78

1-5
), square 95, pit №3 (Pl. 78

6,7
), 

and square 70, pit №4 (Pl. 77
6
). Black-polished (Pl. 77

6
, 

78
1,3

), pink-fired (Pl. 78
2,4,7

), red-painted (Pl. 78
5,6,10

) 

pottery, and pottery decorated with white bands (Pl. 
78

8
) were found in the pits. A pithos was excavated 

in square 69, cut into the wall of level IV. Fragments 
of several pieces of pottery were found in the pith-
os (Pl. 79), among which there are: a pink-fired, pile 
surfaced, red-painted pitcher-shaped jar (Pl. 79

1
), 

a black-fired, rough-surfaced pot made of coarse-
grained clay (Pl. 79

2,3
), a thin-walled, brown-pol-

ished pot (Pl. 79
4
), and fragments of a thin-walled 

black-polished vessel, with marks and polished or-
naments (Pl. 79

5-7
).

Level IV was revealed under the floor of the cor-
ridor in the course of excavations of the northern 
part of the terrace. It is represented by the remains 
of a large building (squares 18, 19, 20, 43, 44), built 
of mud-bricks, on a foundation of cobblestones. The 
walls are 80 cm wide. The floor of rammed clay was 
burnt and covered with a thin layer of ashes. There 
must have been a second chamber on the west side. 
A fragment of the floor was preserved. Stratigraphi-
cally, this structure should be contemporary with the 
buttressed, burnt structure under the “refectory” (Pl. 
23), excavated earlier. A large amount of material was 
found in the filling of level IV, the thickness of which 
reached 20-30 cm. Numerous fragments of pithoi 
were attested in squares 17 and 18, among which 
are pink-fired sherds, with  smooth surface, often 
decorated with a relief ornament and painted red (Pl. 
83

3,5-7
). A rider is depicted on one of the fragments 

(Pl. 83
5
). We have also found a black-polished bowl 

here (Pl. 83
1
). Attention is drawn to the fragments of 

two thin-walled pieces of pottery, fired pink. One of 
them is red-painted, with white dots added on top 
of it (Pl. 83

2
), while the other is brown-engobed, and 

painted white (Pl. 83
4
). In square 43 there were found 

fragments of two pitcher-shaped jars, pink-fired, 
with a smooth surface, with relief belts, painted red 
(Pl. 84; Fig. 60-62).

Directly on the floor of the structure, in the ash 
layer fragments of high-quality pottery covered with 
red engobe (Pl. 85

1-3
), those of pink-fired, red-paint-

ed pottery (Pl. 85
5-7

), and a black-polished furnace 
fragment were discovered (Pl. 85

4
) [20; 99].

Of interest is a funnel-shaped pit, dug in square 
94 from the fourth construction level (dm of mouth 
- 1.2 m, dm of base - 1.55 m, depth - 1.5 m). The pit 
was filled with sherds of almost forty vessels. Atten-
tion is drawn by fragments of a big pitcher-shaped 
jar, which was pink-fired, with a red-painted frieze of 
horses (Pl. 80; Fig. 57-58). Of interest are also similar 
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pitcher-shaped jars of various sizes, decorated with 
geometric ornaments, red-painted, and with relief 
impressions. There were also found a pitcher-shaped 
jar that was decorated with relief impressions, 
four-handled pithos, fragments of brown engobed 
and white painted thin-walled pottery and thin-
walled black-polished pottery, decorated with relief 
and polished ornamentation (Pl. 81-82). In the very 
same pit, a copper nail and iron objects were found: 
a bracelet and a pointed round cross-sectioned rod.

In square 70 a small section of level V was exca-
vated. There were found a complete tile with a sign 
on it, as well as a red painted pottery sherd.

“Gate” and big yard

Important results were evidenced during the ex-
cavations of the southern slope of the hill. Remains 
of the defensive system of the temple and the en-
trance were found.

In squares 141-169, remains of a 2 m-wide de-
fensive wall, built of mud-bricks on a cobblestone 
foundation were recorded. The wall facing was com-
posed of two rows of big-sized cobblestones; the 
area in-between was filled with broken rubble. The 
outer southern side of the wall has collapsed on the 
slope. The wall is attached to a tower in squares 169, 
170, 195 (Pl. 26; Fig. 31

2
, 37-38). The tower, measuring 

6.5×6.5 m, is erected on a stone foundation. The fac-
ing of the foundations is built of crushed stones and it 
is filled up with big-sized cobblestones. On the foun-
dations adobe brick masonry was erected. The walls 
were preserved at the height of 1.2 m. It had a pile of 
mud-bricks from above, and it is preserved at a height 
of 1.2 m. The tower is completely burnt and turned 
into a pile of bricks. The tower is badly damaged; its 
south-western part has collapsed. The northern and 
eastern walls are relatively well-preserved. The east-
ern wall is specially plastered. The eastern wall of the 
tower is the inner wall of the chamber at the same 
time, located to the east of the tower.

A chamber (8×4 m) was revealed in squares 171, 
195, 196 (Pl. 26-27). Its floor is 1 m below of the yard. 
That is why the northern wall of the chamber is cut 
into the ground like a terrace. The entire chamber is 
filled up with burnt mud-bricks. On the north side 
of the chamber, at the level of the yard, there were 
found many remains of burnt wooden beams and 
iron nails. Obviously, some kind of wooden construc-
tion was connected to this structure.

The western part of the chamber was cleaned. A 
staircase was revealed, which climbs from the clay 
floor of the chamber up to the big yard (Pl. 26-27; 
Fig. 38-29). The length of the stairs is 3 m, the width 
- 2.1 m. There are 12 steps in total. Each step is 25-
30 cm wide and 8-10 cm high. The steps are made 
of wooden half-beams, placed flat side up on clay 
foundations; the half-beams are clay plastered, as 
well.  At the head of the stairs, 15 cm below the lev-
el of the yard, there is a specially compacted area of 
2.1×1.2 m. In the middle part of the staircase, in the 
wall of the tower, a niche has been arranged. It is 70 
cm wide and 35 cm high. A furnace was noted along 
with it (Pl. 89

3
; Fig. 64). On the steps fragments of wall 

daubing with traces of stamp impressions were re-
vealed (Fig. 44

2
).

A terracotta bird figurine was found in the ruins 
of the burnt mud-brick tower itself (Pl. 89

2
; Fig. 76

3
). 

It is incomplete, as it has no head, the figurine is fired 
pink and painted with red paint  (Pl. 8

2
; Fig. 65

1
).  In 

these ruins, a  red painted hemispherical bowl was 
found. 

The tower and the chamber with stairs seem to 
be burnt earlier than the entire temple complex. The 
terrace wall, which borders the large yard from the 
west, did not show any traces of fire, and it was built 
directly onto the burnt mud-bricks of the tower in 
square 170.

The wall of the cobblestone curtain in squares 
141-169 seems to be of a later period, too. It is built 
onto the tower. It is, in fact, cut deeply into the lay-
ers. This fact is evidenced by the materials found 
with it, belonging to the pre-Hellenistic layer. How-
ever, in this part of the wall, cobblestone is used for 
the foundations of the fortification. In all other cas-
es, crushed cliff rock is used for both the curtain and 
the foundations of the towers, while for the filling 
cobblestone is preferred. We think that this moment 
also indicates to their chronological difference. The 
stratigraphical study also convinces us that the tow-
er existed earlier and was burnt before the wall of 
this curtain was built onto it.

It seems that at some stage of the existence of the 
temple complex, the southern part of its fortifications 
was burnt and collapsed partially. The stairwell was 
not restored, while the burnt tower was included into 
a new system, in both the internal planning (the cre-
ation of a terrace) and new defensive system (Pl. 25).

In the process of the excavations, it was revealed 
that the tower represents the western part of a large 
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structure, which is rectangular in shape. Its pre-
served dimensions are 14 m from east to west, 8 m 
from north to south. The southern wall of the build-
ing collapsed onto the slope. The walls of the struc-
ture are stretched out 5 m further compared to the 
curtain (Pl. 27-28, 100).

The width of the walls of the building is 2.8 m. 
It is built of mud-bricks, on a stone foundation. The 
facing of foundations is built of crushed stones and 
is filled up with large cobblestones. It had a pile of 
mud-bricks on top. In the western part, it has been 
preserved at a height of 1.2 m. The building was com-
pletely burnt. The mud-bricks had turned into adobe 
bricks. The inner chamber of the building was filled 
with burnt mud-bricks. The chamber measured 8×4 
m. Its floor is plastered with clay. The western part of 
the chamber is partitioned with a 0.8 m thick mud-
brick wall, which creates a separate room (2.5×3.5 
m). The partition wall is adhered to the main wall and 
is then plastered.

In the north-eastern corner of the chamber, two 
shelf-like elevations were attested, which were at-
tached to the walls. Near the northern wall the el-
evation was 1 m long, 0.3 m high, and 0.15 m wide. 
At the eastern wall - 1.8 m long, 0.3 m high and 0.2 
m wide.

The eastern wall of the structure and the east-
ern part of the northern wall were basically ruined, 
as most of the stones have been removed from the 
foundations. After the removal of the mass of burned 
mud-bricks, the remains of the foundations were re-
vealed, built of large slabs; cobblestones were used 
for filling. Wooden posts were also imbedded into 
the construction of the wall (Fig. 41).

The discovered drainage system is of interest. In 
the southern part of the large yard of the temple 
complex (square 122) a pit was cut. To the south of 
the pit, in the direction of the entrance, a groove was 
cut at a depth of 0.4 m from the floor of the yard. The 
walls of the groove are laid with stones. This groove, 
plastered with clay, goes onto the head of the stairs 
of the entrance building arranged on the square and 
under the stairs, and it is covered with pantiles in 
this section. This groove is then cut into the floor of 
the building, turns towards the south-east and pass-
es through the east wall (Pl. 27-28; Fig. 32, 40). The 
groove is plastered with clay; its size is 15×15 cm. On 
the floor of the chamber, this groove runs through 
the middle of a wider depression, the width of which 
is 0.3-0.5 m, and the depth - 10 cm. It is possible 

that it was roofed with wooden planks, since a large 
amount of charcoal was found in it. It is worth noting 
that the floor of the chamber is sloped to the south-
east, as does the depression of the groove.

It seems that we are dealing with a rainwater 
drainage system. The large yard of the temple com-
plex is plastered with clay and is surrounded by walls 
built of mud-bricks. The pit serves as a collector, and 
the groove was used as a water outlet.

Most of the ceramics found in the chamber are 
discoloured from the fire, some are deformed, es-
pecially the large-sized pottery. Pottery (Pl. 86-87) is 
mainly pink-fired, with relief impressions on the neck 
(Pl. 86

1
), which were engobed red (Pl. 86

3
), and paint-

ed red (Pl. 87
2,10,11

), and fragments of thin-walled, 
brown engobed small pottery were found (Pl. 87

4
). 

Additionally, there were fragments of black glossy 
jugs (Pl. 86

8,9
) and a fragment of a pot with a rough 

surface fired black (Pl. 86
2
).[20; 99].

Fragments of zoomorphic pottery, brown en-
gobed and ornamented with white dots, attract spe-
cial attention. Fragments of pottery were scattered 
across the stairs and on the floor of the chamber. The 
front, chest and back parts were restored, along with 
the hind legs and tail, which were also ornamented 
in the same way (Pl. 89

1
). It is interesting that the 

head of this zoomorphic vessel turned out to be the 
bull’s head, which was found during the excavation 
of the Tsikhiagora cellar in 1985 (Pl. 90. Fig. 77). The 
length of the vessel is 50 cm, height - 30 cm.

A big-sized structure (14×8 m), which should rep-
resent the entrance “gate” to the temple complex, 
and the walls of the defenses related to it were re-
vealed (Pl. 27). The problem of entering this building 
from the outside remained unclear. A whole array 
of signs made us to think that it should be from the 
east. This is why an area of   10×7 m was excavated 
to the east of the building, at a depth of 0.5-2.5 m. 
The excavations were carried out in squares 198-199, 
223-224. A curtain wall built from mud-bricks was re-
vealed, which was preserved at a height of 2 m, with 
its cladding (Pl. 28. Fig. 42). To the east of the build-
ing, following the curtain wall, a 4 m wide road, flat-
tened well with clay, was observed, which descends 
towards the east, widens and seems to turn to the 
south-east (Pl. 100; Fig. 42-43). On the section of the 
road, which is directly connected to the building, 
many burnt wooden logs and plasters were found, 
among which we found large heavily corroded iron 
implements.



68 ციხიაგორაციხიაგორა

On the road, some pottery was found in situ, in-
cluding a black-polished three-lipped jug (Pl. 88; Fig. 
65) and a yellowish-pinkish fired ceramic, which in 
some cases is painted with red paint (Pl. 88) [for the 
typology, see 83; 26].

The excavations confirmed that the uphill road 
to the Hellenistic temple complex followed the 
south-eastern slope of the hill and led to the gate, 
whose inner chamber is connected to the large yard 
of the temple by some stairs (Pl. 28; 100).

In the period of distructure of the Hellenistic tem-
ple complex, the yard was tamped with clay. After 
removing this floor, a second level of the yard was 
revealed, which was partially paved and most of it 
was covered with a layer of 15-25 cm thick fine grav-
el. Remains of the drainage system were discovered 
at this level (Fig. 32). 

After the removal of the gravel layer, a third level 
of the yard was found. It was revealed that the origi-
nal level of the yard was laid with paving stones and 
coarse gravel. The paving is not complete, squares 
122, 123, - a 3.5 m wide and 5.5 m long paving 
seem to lead towards the western door of the tem-
ple. Squares 97, 98, are included in the unexcavat-
ed area and its shape is yet unclear. The rest of the 
area is levelled with thick gravel (Pl. 28, 101; Fig. 33); 
it was filled with clay only in square 148. The paving 
is made of flat shards and cobblestone. The water 
drainage groove (squares 97, 98) is also arranged 
with flat stones, which are directed towards the pit. 
This last performed the function of a collector. This 
drainage channel is arranged on the third level floor, 
but it also functions in the second level of the yard 
at the same time. The remains of a groove found in 
square 121 should belong to the third level. It was 
annulled and, during the functioning of the second 
level was replaced with a groove arranged of cobble-
stones in square 122 (Pl. 101; Fig. 33-36).

The excavations that were carried out have re-
vealed that, during the time of the existence of the 
Hellenistic temple complex, its yard was altered at 
least three times, and its dimensions, planning and 
arrangement methods were always changing. How-
ever, these changes were carried out according to a 
unified plan, as evidenced by the functioning of the 
same drainage system during the existence of all 
three levels.

EARLY CLASSICAL/ACHAEMENID PERIOD

The Achaemenid layer was originally discovered 
in the eastern part of the hill, in the area in front of 
the granary, where the remains of the foundations of 
a large building were evidenced [40, p. 169]. The lay-
er was very damaged, although it became possible 
to distinguish three construction levels.

A layer of the Achaemenid period was also found 
under level VIII of the Hellenistic layer on the territo-
ry of the “refectory” included in the temple complex 
[89].

In 1986-88, in the south-western part of the hill, in 
sector XXVI (squares 90-92, 115-116) a paving (4.5 m 
wide, 9 m long) made of large flat cobblestones was 
found, in the WO direction, entering the unexcavat-
ed area to the east (Pl. 101-102). The pavement was 
separated from the Hellenistic layer by a 30-50 cm 
thick layer of black earth. There was a depression in 
the pavement (square 90), also paved with stones, in 
which pottery sherds and a bronze triangular arrow-
head were found (Pl. 118), a second similar arrow-
head was found on the pavement. The layer related 
to the paving was preserved fragmentarily in squares 
42, 67, 92, 115, in the form of ash layers, and it was 
included in the unexcavated area. More than twenty 
pits of agricultural or cult significance belonged to it 
(Pl. 102). Some of the pits, №№1 and 7 for example, 
were cut from the stratigraphically higher level than 
that of the pavement.

The material of the mentioned layer was found 
in squares 142, 143 where the wall of the Hellenistic 
fortress is cut into the layer of the Achaemenid peri-
od (Pl. 101).

In 2000, during the study of a large yard of the 
temple, when the 3 levels of the yard of the temple 
period were revealed together with its drainage sys-
tem (squares 147-148), a part of the chamber be-
longing to the Achaemenid layer was excavated (Pl. 
101; Fig. 79, 80). It is 30 cm below the level of the 
temple yard, and the yard’s pavement partially over-
laps it. It was recorded that the eastern wall of the 
chamber had a length of 4 m (width 90 cm). The rest 
is included into the unexcavated area. A large pile of 
pottery sherds was evidenced in situ on the floor of 
the chamber (Pl. 107, 109; Fig. 81, 82).
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Analysis of the material found in the Achaemenid 

layer

The pottery of the Achaemenid layer is repre-
sented by two typological and technological groups. 
The first group includes the pottery made of coarse-
grained clay on a potter’s wheel or hand-made, 
and have a dark grey (Pl. 103

5
, 105

2-4
, 108

4
, 109

15,16
), 

grey-blackish, (Pl. 104
5
, 110

5
, 112

15
, 115

3
, 118

1
) grey 

(Pl. 108
5
, 109

13
, 110

11
, 112

10
, 115

7
) or dark brown (Pl. 

104
3
) firing. Most of the pottery in this group is thick-

walled, unevenly fired, decorated with polished lines 
(Pl. 109

12
, 114

3
), incised ornament (Pl. 103

7
, 110

5
, 

118
1
) and bands of relief ornament (Pl. 109

13
, 112

10
, 

115
8
). The pottery of the second group is made of 

fine clay, fired in a reddish, light flaxen or brownish 
colour. All of them are well, evenly baked, made on 
wheel, and thin-walled. Without an exception, their 
surfaces are well fabricated. In the majority of cases, 
it is polished and covered with a thick layer of red 
paint (Fig. 83, 85). This is a new technological meth-
od for pottery produced in Kartli.

Pottery made with new technology is also distin-
guished by some new, non-traditional shapes. These 
are: moulded and narrow-mouth bowls, spouted 
jugs, “teapots”, pitchers decorated with high-relief 
bands, pseudo-cigar-like vessels, etc.

The material of the Achaemenid layer is almost 
uniform. All levels include pottery from both groups, 
which indicates their chronological proximity.

In the layer of the Achaemenid period pottery of 
various function are attested: household and kitch-
enware, tableware, and ritual pottery [21].

The household pottery is represented by pitch-
ers, pitcher-shaped jars and jars.

Two types are identified among pithoi. Pithoi of 
type I have rounded rim, short neck; they are made 
of coarse-grained, mixed clay. They are thick-walled. 
One piece of such pottery was found. It has a red 
shard, but that should be the result of a secondary 
burn (Pl. 110

1
; Fig. 81

1
).

Type II pithoi have a high neck with a straight or 
slightly rounded edging. All of them are made of 
well-sedimented clay and have a light-coloured fab-
ric. This type of pottery is characterised by a high re-
lief band below the neck (Pl. 105

9,11
, 107

1-3
, 116

1
; Fig. 

81
2
, 82). One of them (Pl. 107

2
) has a body decorated 

with polished lines, the other one has a Λ-like sign 
on its edge (Pl. 107

3
), a similar sign is also found on 

the handle of the jug found together with this pithos 
(Pl. 109

9
).

Close parallels to both types of pithoi from Tsikh-
iagora were found in horizons III [23, Pl. LIV, 523s, 555 
s, 565 s,565

1
- s] and II [23, Pl. LVII, 587 s, 1079 s, 1079a-

s, 1080-s, 1085 s, 840 s, 2185 s] of the settlement of 
Khovle.

Type II pithoi were found at the Nakhidrebi Chali 
settlement [13, p. 70-71, Pl. XXXVIII

5-7
] and Arukhlo I 

settlement [13, p. 82, Pl. XXXVIII
1-3

]. It should be not-
ed that rim of the pithoi at the Nakhidrebi Chala dif-
fers from those of Tsikhiagora, Khovle and Arukhlo I. 
Their rims are similar to those of the Hellenistic peri-
od and are therefore from a later period.

Typologically similar pithoi were found in the 
construction horizons of Narekvavi settlement III [9, 
p. 56, Pl. XLII

1-4
], II [9, p. 46, Pl. XXXIV

3-6
] and I [9, p. 34, 

Pl. XXVII
3
].

Pitcher-shaped pithoi are represented in two 
types. Pitcher-shaped jars of type I (Pl. 112

5
) have 

rounded edging, a thick mouth, a low neck, and a 
black-greyish thick shard. Type II pitcher-shaped 
jars are characterised by a thin, outwards extending 
mouth, and a relatively high neck. They have a thin, 
light-coloured shard (Pl. 103

2
, 110

2
, 111

7
, 114

8
, 117

1
).

A jar (pseudo-cigar-like). This is a big, elongated 
vessel (Pl. 113

10
, 114

1,7
). One of them is of coarse-

grained clay, of grey colour (Pl. 114
6
). Others are 

well-precipitated clay, light coloured with a thin 
shard, with polishing. One of them (Pl. 114

7
; Fig. 83

3
) 

has a protruding base, that is why it would be diffi-
cult to set it on its foot. 

The jars found in Tsikhiagora are similar to those 
from Khovle III [23, p. 53, Pl. LIV, 858-860s, 859s] and 
Khovle II [23, p. 53, Pl. LV-990s, 1017s, 1033s, 1083s, 
1098s, 1239s, 1388, 1734, 1736].

Oil lamp (Pl. 118
4
; Fig. 84

5
). This type of oil lamps 

is unknown to us from the monuments of the Achae-
menid and post-Achaemenid period of Kartli.

The kitchenware mainly consists of pots and 
small pots. 

A pot (Pl. 105
2,4, 

108
5-7

, 109
12

, 111
4,6-8,16

, 112
1,8,9,16

, 
113

4-6
, 114

3,12
, 117

5
 ). The absolute majority of this 

type of pottery is of coarse-grained clay, fired to a 
grey, brownish-grey colour. They are mostly han-
dleless or single-handled. We have identified thin-
walled or thick-walled ones. They are mainly unor-
namented. Pieces with ornamentation composed of 
polished lines or decorated with engraved patterns 
are also found.
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The decoration of pots and pot-pans with pol-
ished lines has been attested since early times. Such 
pottery is known from the very oldest layers of Khov-
le [23, Pl. IV, 269

1
-61] and we have found it in all the 

horizons. The closest parallels of the Tsikhiagora 
pieces are also identified in the Khovle II construc-
tion horizon [23, p. 51, Pl. LVI, 586s].

The pots found at the Arukhlo I settlement are 
polished with net-patterned ornaments [13, p. 79-
81, Pl. XLI

3, 4, 13
]. 

Small pots are present in small numbers in layer 
Achaemenid of Tsikhiagora. This does not mean that 
in this period this form is less common. The lack and 
fragmentation of the material do not give the capa-
bility of distinguishing the pottery of this group. The 
part of the pottery found here, the surface of which 
is worked on a single side, should belong to the 
small pots.

Despite the lack of material, from this group of 
pottery, two types should be distinguished: straight-
mouthed (Pl. 115

7,9
, 117

2
) and flared-mouthed ones 

(Pl. 110
7
, 111

3,5
, 117

4
). The first type of vessel is charac-

terised by a biconical base. All of them are fired black-
ish-grey, the surface is polished and decorated with a 
grooved or incised ornament. One of them has a cor-
rugated body. The second type small pots are made of 
well-sedimented clay. One of them is fired black; the 
surface is polished well and decorated with grooved 
bands. The surface of other pottery is also well pol-
ished, with a brownish or red fabric. They are covered 
with a thick layer of red paint (Fig. 85

1
).

Kitchenware

Jug. The majority of the pottery of this group 
is represented by shards. Despite of the fragmen-
tation of the material, two main types of jugs can 
still be distinguished: beaked (Pl. 117

10
) and round-

mouthed (Pl. 106
2
, 109

8-10
, 114

3
, 115

10
, 118

1
). All 

of them are flare-mouthed. Only one of them is 
straight-mouthed (Pl. 112

2
). One jug is fired black (Pl. 

118
1
. Fig. 86), one has a dark brown (Pl. 117

10
), and 

dark grey fabric (Pl. 114
3
), all the others have red fab-

ric, some vessels are red painted (pl. 103
6
, 110

4
, 111

3
, 

115
10

).
The surfaces of all jugs are well polished. Dark 

pottery is decorated with polished lines (Pl. 114
3
, 

117
10

) or incised ornament (Pl. 118
1
; Fig. 86). Analo-

gous to the latter vessel is the jug found in horizon 
III of the Narekvavi settlement [9, Pl. XXXII

1
]. The ex-

act analogue of the ornament placed alongside the 
Tsikhiagora jug is depicted on one of the pieces of 
pottery revealed in Narekvavi burial [9, Pl. LXV

3
], 

which is contemporary of  the burial revealed in con-
struction horizon III [9, p. 67].

A beaked jug was found in burial N32 of Narek-
vavi burial [9, p. 67, Pl. LIII

2
], in Khovle III [23, p. 44, 

Pl. LIV, 702
2
-s] and II [23, p. 50, Pl. LVI, 1390] horizons.

In the horizon of Khovle II, flared-mouthed jugs 
with funnelled necks were defined [23, p. 50]. They 
are known from construction horizons I-II of Narek-
vavi and corresponding burials [9, Pl. XXXV

6
; XLIX

3
; 

LXI
9
 etc.].

Bowl. The pottery from this group is composed of 
three main types: straight-mouthed, with inturned 
lip and profiled.

Three pieces of the first type bowls were found 
(Pl. 105

3
, 117

7,8
). All three of them are made of mixed 

clay and have dark fabric. Noteworthy is a big bowl 
of dark fabric (Pl. 109

14
) which has a similar mouth.

The majority of the bowls with inturned lip (Pl. 
103

3
, 104

3
, 109

7
, 110

6,12
, 111

14
, 112

3
, 114

9
) are made of 

well-precipitated clay and have a light-coloured (red, 
flaxen, light brown) fabric; the surface is polished on 
both sides. Some of them are red painted. Some of 
the pottery of this type is fired blackish-grey; one of 
them is decorated with grooved lines (Pl. 112

3
). One 

such bowl has a pouring lip (Pl. 102
4
, 110

12
), remind-

ing us of later pieces. It seems that they turned up 
accidentally in this layer.

The moulded bowls can be divided into three 
main subtypes: bowls with in-turned rim (with di-
ameter of mouth smaller than that of the body – (Pl. 
108

10
); bowls mouth and body diameters of which 

are almost equal (Pl. 108
12

, 111
13

, 112
4
, 117

6,9
), and 

bowls with flaring mouths (Pl. 103
1
, 104

6,7
, 105

1,10
, 

108
1-3,9,11

, 111
10-12,15

, 113
1,2

, 115
6
, 117

3,9
, 118

2,3
). One 

bowl of this subtype (Pl. 111
18

) is painted only from 
the outside. Red-fired bowls are distinguished by 
a thin fabric, too. Bowls of all three subtypes were 
found in horizons III and II [13, Pls. LIII, LVI-LVIII] of 
Khovle, of which bowls of subtype III stand out.

Bowls of subtype I-I were found in all three layers 
of the Narekvavi settlement and in the burial [9, Pl. 
XXVI

10
; XXXI

3,6,7,8
; XXXII

3,6,9
; XLI

1-4
; LVIII

2
; LXIV

2
]. 

Phials. Two pieces of pottery from this group 
were found (Pl. 111

11
, 114

10
). Both of them are of 

well-precipitated clay, of red fabric, and red painted.
Ritual pottery. The hearth-altars and clay jugs 

with tubular handles are associated to this group. 
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The hearth-altars (Pl. 115
1,11

, 116
3
, 117

11
)  are made 

of coarse-grained clay. The original colour of the clay 
is difficult to define, as the effect of fire on them is 
obvious. The surface of some of them is smoothed 
and polished. Their base indicates to the fact that 
the hearth-altars had been worked out on uneven 
ground. This group of pottery is not known evi-
denced at the Achaemenid and post-Achaemenid 
sites of Kartli.

A jug with a tube (“teapot”) is represented by two 
fragments (Pl. 105

13
, 115

4
). Both are made of well-re-

fined clay and red-painted [for this type of pottery, 
see 83].

Three pieces of arrowheads were found. One is 
made of bone (Pl. 112

12
;

 
Fig. 85), pyramidal, quadran-

gular, with downward pointed tips and with socket. 
Analogous arrowheads are known from the Alazani 
Valley [18, p. 106, XXX

4
, XXXI

a-6, 7
], Narekvavi [9, p. 72, 

Pl. LIV
28

], and Kamarakhevi [54, fig. 1009, 1186, 1187]. 
Two bronze arrowheads are triangular and with 

a short socket (Pl. 118
6,7

). The largest number of 
such arrowheads was found in Khovle III [23, p. 48, 
Pl. LXII] and Khovle II [23, p. 55, Pl. LXII] construction 
horizons, in the Narekvavi burial-ground [9, p.72, Pl. 
LIV

2-27
].

Iron knife (Pl. 112
11

) – It is sharpened on one side, 
incomplete [21].

LATE BRONZE AGE

On the Tsikhiagora summit, in the western part 
of it (sectors XXI, XXVI), a cultural layer of settle ment 
dated to the Late Bronze Age was excavated. The lay-
er was 0.5-0.7 metres high. This layer is represented 
by two chronological levels. The cultural layer of the 
Late Bronze Age is covered by a 4-metre-thick one of 
the Classical period. The Late Bronze Age layers are 
badly damaged. Therefore, it is difficult to determine 
the size of the settlement.

Remains of four houses of the Late Bronze Age 
were excavated at Tsikhiagora, of which houses №1, 
2, and 3 were recorded at one and the same strati-
graphical level (Late Bronze Age I); while a fragment 
of building №4 seems to belong to the second level 
(Late Bronze Age II).

House №1 is located in squares 613-614 of sec-
tor XXI (Pl. 120). In the course of excavations, only 
the western wall of the building has been recorded, 
while the northern and eastern ones are located un-
der the layer of the Classical period. A big pit (diam-
eter – 7 m) has cut the southern wall and almost half 
of the structure dated to the Classical period. In the 
stratigraphical section of the pit a 0,6-0,7 m thick lay-
er of the Late Bronze Age, composed of two levels, 
can be identified. The western wall of the structure 
turned out to be built of beams. The beams arranged 
along the length of the wall are plastered with clay 
on both sides. The width of the wall is 0.25 m. The 
wall was erected on a foundation of cobblestones 
laid in a single row.

The interior space of the structure was filled with 
rubble, which consisted of a layer of plasters (0.3-0.4 
metres thick). Imprints of beams were noted on sep-
arate fragments of plasters. After removing the rub-
ble layer, a large amount of pottery fragments were 
found on the floor of the building.

In the north-western corner of the structure, an 
agricultural oven was recorded, which had a two-
part ash-bin. The total length of the oven is 1 m, 
width - 0.4 m. The oven has two levels, the measure-
ments of the upper level are 0.7×0.4 m. The oven’s 
arch was not preserved. Fragments of clay pottery 
are arranged on the upper level, and it is covered 
with clay, the oven has a two-part ash-bin, one of 
which contained only ashes, and charcoal was ob-
served in the second. The coal pit is rectangular in 
shape (0.6×0.4 m), while the ash-bin is circular.

The coal pit is formed by a 5 cm wide and 3 cm 
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high clay wall, which is semi-circular in its transverse 
section. The southern wall of the ash-bin is made 
of clay, the dimensions of which are: width - 5 cm; 
height - 4 cm. It is rectangular in its transverse sec-
tion. The wall of the ash-bin is composed of a flat, 
rounded stone from the north side.

In the preserved south-western corner of the 
structure, traces of the altar are noted on the floor, 
which was heavily damaged first during the con-
struction of the structure in the Classical period, then 
by the pit of the Late Hellenistic period. The exis-
tence of the altar should be indicated by the clay de-
tails found here, which are indications of the shards 
of the 8 cm high semi-circular section of a wall. An 
imprint of beams is evident on these fragments from 
the lower side.

At a distance of 0.8 m south from the ash-bin and 
1.0 m from the west wall, there was a round wooden 
pillar (diameter - 6 cm) on the floor, which was plas-
tered with clay from the outside and had a square 
shape in the transverse section (9.5×9.5 cm). The 
structure has a clay paved floor.

The house was burnt down in a flame. Everything 
carries the traces of a strong fire – the oven, the 
clay-plastered floor, the west wall, especially the pot-
tery, which are mostly reddish-brown. Some shards 
are heavily blackened. Fragments of the one and 

the same vessel are fired in different colours. Some 
of the shards are so deformed that it is impossible 
to restore vessels, although the number of existing 
fragments would give this possibility (Pl. 122-127. 
Fig. 87-94).

House №2. To the south-east of structure №1, in 
sector XXVI, remains of structure №2 are preserved. 
It is located in squares 41, 42, 66, 67 (Pl. 121), where 
the fragments of the foundation built of two rows of 
cobblestones were excavated, on which the remains 
of clay and burnt wooden beams were recorded.

House №3 is located in squares 115, 116, 117, 
141, and 142 of sector XXVI. The south-eastern part 
of a rectangular structure was excavated. The pre-
served dimensions of the structure are 7×6 m. The 
walls of the building are built of beams and plas-
tered with clay on both sides. The building is erected 
on the earth mound of the Middle Bronze Age kur-
gan, which is levelled and is used as the floor of the 
structure (Pl. 121).

House №4 is located 0.50 m (Late Bronze Age II) 
stratigraphically lower than structures №№1, 2, and 
3. In square 140 of sector XXVI, a fragment of the 
clay plastered floor was preserved, on which a clay 
vessel was recorded. It is a big-sized pot, decorated 
with plain and wave-like relief bands (Pl. 128

6
; Fig. 

94) [89; 12].
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MIDDLE BRONZE AGE

During of excavations in 1988, kurgan burials 
were found under the Late Bronze Age settlement 
layer.

The excavations were made in the south-western 
part of the hill. Two small-sized kurgan burials were 
studied (Pl. 129).

Kurgan №1 was located in squares №116, 117, 
141, and 142 of sector XXVI. The kurgan had a circle 
of large stones, the diameter of which was 6 m. It 
was filled with rubble, the height of which is 0.5 m. 
The rubble was covered with yellow pure clay, the 
diameter of which is 10 m, and the thickness reaches 
20-30 cm. The clay rubble may have been harder, but 
during the Late Bronze Age it was used as the floor 
of the structure, so it was straightened out. After the 
removal of the stone-mound, a rectangular burial pit 
with rounded corners (1.3 m×1 m, depth - 1.2 m) ap-
peared west of the centre of the kurgan, oriented on 
the W-O line. The pit had been covered with wooden 
beams, the remains of which could be noted on the 
edge of the pit (Pl. 130).

A badly preserved human skeleton was found 
on the bottom of the pit, but it could still be seen 
that the deceased was lying on its right side with 
the bent limbs, facing to the east. In the eastern part 
of the pit, where the skull should have been, a flat 
stone (pillow) was laying on the floor. In the western 
part of the pit, by the feet of the deceased, a clutter 

of small cattle bones was found. One complete clay 
vessel was embedded into the south-western corner 
of the pit. The pit was filled with pure earth up to the 
height of 0.30. It seems so that, the earth thrown in 
the pit during the time when the roof still existed. 
After the collapse of the roof, the pit was filled with 
rubble stones (Pl. 130; Fig. 95).

Kurgan №2 was excavated at a distance of 8 m 
north of kurgan №1. Only the remains of the stone 
circle were recorded, the diameter of which is 8 m. 
It consisted of a wall built of medium-sized stones. 
The wall is 0.5 m wide and 0.2 m high. In the centre 
of the circle, a pit was found, oriented on the N-S line, 
the dimensions of which are 1.6×1.1 m, h - 1.3 m. The 
pit had very rounded corners. In its northern part, a 
round hollow was found, which left the impression 
of a pit for embedding a pole. Elongated stones 
were embedded vertically in it. The diameter of the 
hollow is 0.3 m, height - 0.4 m. The chamber of the 
kurgan had been entirely robbed (Pl. 131). Though 
no dating materials were preserved in the kurgan, its 
stratigraphic location makes it undoubtable that it is 
contempora neous with kurgan №1.

Apart from the stratigraphic information, an import-
ant object for dating is the pitcher-shaped jar type clay 
vessel - wide-mouthed, flat-bottomed, with out-turned 
lip, hand-made, asymmetrical in shape. It is fired light 
brown, with black spots and thick-pile surface. The fab-
ric contains particles of mica (Fig. 95) [11].
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EARLY BRONZE AGE

In 1972, remains belonging to the Early Bronze 
Age were excavated in the south-eastern part of the 
hill, on its slope. The remains of one building were 
revealed there. It was constructed of woven rods, 
plastered with clay on both sides. The fragments of 
plastering with imprints of rods covered the floor. 
It seems that the building had north-south orienta-
tion. The northern, backside part was excavated. The 
rest of the slope was destroyed. The building had an 
entrance from the south. The floor was made of well 
rammed clay; along the preserved rear wall there was 
a small shelf-like elevation, the ends of which partly 
went along the side walls. The preserved north-west 
corner of the building was rounded. On the axis line 
of the room, at a distance of 1.5 m from the wall, a pit 
for the central pillar was dug. Its sides were strength-
ened with stones. 

Special attention was drawn by the elevation 
along the wall, on which clay vessels were grouped 
- one was large, jug-like, surrounded with three or 
four small, clay drinking cups narrowed in the mid-
dle. There were 6 such groups in total. Large pieces 
of pottery in groups of three lay on the floor by the 
northwest corner, between the principal pole and 
the elevation [39, pp. 61-62].

Later, it was discovered that the Early Bronze Age 
layer extends over the entire hill.

The study of the early layers can only be achieved 
in the south-western part of the hill, which was 
damaged before the excavations, and no significant 
structures contemporaneous with the temple were 
found.

The Early Bronze Age layer of Tsikhiagora was 
studied in 1986-1989. The excavated area exceeds 
300 sq. m. Excavations were carried out in sector 
XXVI [19].

Description of the levels and layers

Under the layers of the Classical period, the depth 
of which exceeds 4 m, a 0.5-0.7 m thick layer of the 
Late Bronze Age was excavated, under which a 0.3 
m thick light grey sedimented sterile layer was re-
vealed. This sterilised layer, between the Early and 
Late Bronze Age ones, was created when the mound 
was abandoned and no longer used for living on. On 
the very same sedimentary layer, the kurgan buri-
als of the late stage of the Middle Bronze Age were 
erected.

Under the sedimentary layer, an Early Bronze Age 
layer was found, 1 m deep, in which two levels are 
distinguished - A and B. Level A consists of two cul-
tural layers, while on the level B three settled layers  
were attested (Pl. 132).

Despite the existing connection between the 
layers, some peculiarities are observed in their ma-
terials, which will be specifically mentioned while 
describing the distinguished layers.

Level A

This level was almost completely destroyed by 
later pits and foundations of Late Bronze Age struc-
tures. It should be noted that in the area studied by 
us, more than 80 household pits were identified. The 
pits are of different sizes, 1-1.7 m in diameter; some 
of the pits are 2 m deep. The pits often are cut into 
one another. The majority of these pits belong to the 
Classical period and the Late Bronze Age. Many of 
them have been diminished to the ground, and they 
greatly damage the Early Bronze Age layer.

Level A in the northern part of the excavated area 
is preserved in squares 15, 40, 41, 42. Its depth is 30-
40 cm on average. It consists of two cultural layers. To 
this level belong 13 pits (Pl. 133-134; Fig. 96).

Layer A
1
 is located directly under the sedimentary 

layer (Pl. 133). The remains of the building were dis-
covered in the 15th square. A floor of 1.8×1.2 m was 
cleared out. The floor, which is 5 cm thick, is plastered 
several times with yellow coloured straw-mixed clay. 
The building on the north side is included in the 
unexcavated area. The west and south sides of the 
building are damaged by later pits. On the eastern 
side, a wall was found, made of clay (length 1.2 m, 
width 15 cm, height 15-20 cm). The floor joins the 
wall with a rounded corner. The wall, it appears, is 
made of clay or mud-bricks. There is no evident sign 
of a pole, or a cane. The floor has a decline on the 
south-east side. At a distance of 40 cm from the wall 
of the chamber, a ring of unfired clay is carved on 
the floor (outer diameter is 35 cm, the inner diame-
ter is 10 cm, the height is 1-3 cm). The eastern side is 
higher. There is no evident trace of a fire. Fragments 
of a large vessel were found in situ on the floor. The 
vessel is black polished, with a pink lining, and large 
semi-spherical handles. Next to it, two small jars 
were found. One of them was complete, placed up-
side down on a large obsidian nucleus), while the 
other represented a small drinking cup narrowed in 
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the middle (Fig. 97
1
).

In squares 41-42, the remains of the second build-
ing were revealed - a floor, which was plastered with 
yellow coloured straw-mixed clay. Its thickness was 
5-6 cm. It has been plastered multiple times. The di-
mensions and planning of the structure cannot be 
defined. The floor was strewn with pottery shards 
(Pl. 134). In square №41, at the edge of pit №28, frag-
ments of a hearth were recorded, which were terribly 
damaged (Pl.152. Fig. 127).

There is no evident trace of fire on the layer. There 
are no signs of major destruction either. The build-
ings of this layer appear to be abandoned.

Layer A
2
. Its depth is 15-20 cm. It was also record-

ed in fragments. In the 40th and 41st squares, a fairly 
large clay plaza was cleaned, which is arranged on 
top of thin cobblestone foundations. A number of 
piles of pottery were recorded in the plaza. The pla-
za was plastered with yellow coloured straw-mixed 
clay. No traces of fire were evidenced here, too.

In square 91, a small chamber was excavated, ap-
parently of household function. It is rectangular in 
shape (2.8×2 m). The walls were preserved on the 
north, west and south sides. The width of the walls 
is 0.3 m, the height is 10-15 cm. The northern wall 
was laid with flat cobblestones, the rest of the walls 
are made of clay. The floor of this chamber is 10 cm 
lower than that of the building in B

1
 layer, into which 

it is cut. A pile of pieces of one large vessel was found 
on the floor.

The same layer includes medium-sized cobble-
stones in squares 89, 90 and an ash layer of undeter-
mined function in square 116 (Pl. 134).

Pits №4, 5, 11, 15, 18, 19, 62, 68, 69, 77, 78, 79, 81 
belong to level A, in terms of both their stratigraphy 
and material.

Two groups are distinguished in these pits.
The first group - pits №№4, 11, 15, 18, 19, 62, and 

68. Their diameter is 0.8-1 m, depth is 0.6-0.8 m. The 
walls are of a straight, cylindrical shape. The pits were 
filled with large cobblestones, ash, a small amount of 
faceless obsidian flakes, and a small number of pot-
tery shards, the surface of which was covered on dif-
ferent sides with irregularly arranged lines scratched 
by comb-like tool and fragments of black polished, 
thin-walled vessels (Pl. 141; Fig. 112).

The second group - pits №№5, 69, 77, 78, 79, and 
81. Their diameter is 1.2-1.7 m, the depth is 1.3-1.6 
m. They are bell-shaped, widening towards the base. 
The pits had a 10-15 cm layer of ashes on the bot-

tom, and ash layers could be noted over the entire 
height. Some of the pits had representations of an 
uncertain shape on the bottom, made of unfired 
clay, which could not be fixed in place. More numer-
ous and diverse material was found in the pits of this 
group (Pl.141-147).

Stratigraphically, the first group of pits is later be-
cause, in some cases, they cut the floors of layer A

1
, 

but we group them with level A, because they were 
cut out before the creation of the sterile layer.

The pits of the second group belong to the cul-
tural layers of level A, according to the stratigraphic 
data, but it is not impossible that some of them were 
arranged a little earlier, during the small chrono-
logical gap that exists between levels A and B. In all 
cases, the pits cut through all three cultural layers of 
Level B.

The pits of level A, in our opinion, belong not to 
the agricultural but the ritual pits. This opinion is 
more clearly confirmed during the analysis of the ar-
tefacts found in the pits.

Artefacts found on level A

Level A is rich in artefacts, despite the fact that it 
was heavily damaged, and it was preserved and ex-
cavated over a relatively small area. The majority of 
the material consists of pottery. It is more important 
because it is found in situ on fragments of building 
floors and outside them. Materials from thirteen pits 
belong to this level. All of them represent closed 
complexes.

Level A consists of two layers. Material of the 
upper, A

1
  layer: on the clay floors and in the layer 

linked to them (Pl.148-150); the lower layer A
2
, which 

is uncovered over a small area and contains a small 
amount of material - on the clay floor (Pl. 151). Ma-
terial of the pits: №№ 11,18,69,19,15,68,4,79,5 pits 
(Pl. 141), pit №81 (Pl.142-144), pit №78 (Pl.145,146), 
pit №77 (Pl. 147).

Despite the diversity of the ceramics and some 
of the noticeable differences which can be seen be-
tween the materials on the settlement floors and 
those discovered in the pits, and sometimes peculiar 
differences in the materials from the pits themselves, 
it occurs to us that the Level A material consists of 
an united complex, and it will be discussed together.

The pitcher-shaped jars are thick-walled, made 
layer by layer from coarse-grained clay. They are 
fired black on a pink lining with a polished surface. 
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They are characterised by a neck extended towards 
the shoulder, a wide flared mouth, a sharp inflection 
line at the transition from the neck to the shoulder, a 
swollen body and a narrow base. Pitcher-shaped jars 
found in layer A

1
 have, in one case (Pl.148

1
. Fig. 113), 

two massive hemispherical handles attached to the 
bottom of the neck, in the second case (Pl.148

2
) – two 

smaller handles are attached to the belly. A different-
ly shaped pitcher-shaped jar was found in pit №78 of 
the very same level. It is also polished black and has 
a pink lining. It is distinguished by a low neck and an 
egg-shaped body (Pl. 145

3
).

The pitcher-shaped jar type pottery includes 
massive handle fragments, hemispherical (Pl. 144

9
), 

sometimes with a jagged back (Pl. 151
9
), and a me-

niscus-shaped hole, which are often carved right 
into the wall of the vessel (Pl. 145

9,10
).

The fragments of pitcher-shaped jar type ves-
sels found in this same level stand out sharply (Pl. 
151

4.11,12
). They are  thick-walled, grey-fired, with a 

smoothed out neck, out-turned and thickened rim, 
and a pile surface, which was obtained as a result of 
special daubing of the body of the vessel with wet 
clay. Horizontal relief incised strips are attached on 
the body (Pl. 151

11,12
).

The big, wide-mouthed pots are mainly repre-
sented by fragments of handles (Pl. 146

9
, 151

10
). The 

ribbon-shaped handles have a jagged back. They are 
attached to the mouth and neck, or to the mouth 
and shoulder. The pottery is fired red or pink on a 
light-coloured lining. It is polished.

Narrow-necked pots are represented of neck 
fragments (Pl. 144

1
, 151

2
). The pottery is fired pink, 

grey, or black polished on a pink lining. This type 
of pottery includes massive handles with menis-
cus-shaped holes (Pl. 151

8
), attached to the body of 

the vessel.
A fragment of single-handled, pear-shaped large 

jug stands out (Pl. 149
1
; Fig. 120

3
). It is characterized 

with sharp, stepped transition from the neck to the 
body, with a massive handle, attached to the mouth 
and shoulders. The jug is thin-walled, fired black, 
with a black polished surface. The body is decorated 
with the grooved ornament.

There is also a fragment of a wide-mouthed, low-
necked vessel (Pl. 149

2
; Fig. 120). It has a low, well-

shaped neck that widens towards the shoulder, with 
a flared mouth, a sharp inflection line at the transi-
tion from the neck to the body, a swollen belly and a 
narrowed base. It has a small, hemispherical handle 

attached to the shoulders. The vessel is thin-walled, 
fired black, with a well-polished surface.  On the bot-
tom of the neck there is an engraved ornament: a 
band of hatched triangles, while on the body there 
are chevrons composed of thin stripes. A sherd of the 
same type and decorated with a similar ornament 
was found in pit №81 (Pl. 142

5
).  The ornament on 

it is completed entirely with engraved, incised lines.
Three-part pots, small-sized vessels (Pl. 149

4,5
, 

151
14

. Fig. 121) with a tall, slightly extended neck, 
flaring mouth, sharply swollen, often  with thickened 
belly and a narrow base are thin-walled, fired black, 
in one layer, with a well-polished surface. Fragments 
of small-sized pear-shaped pottery belong to the 
very same group (Pl.146

2-4
).

All these smallish pieces of pottery are charac-
terised by a very clear and refined ornamentation 
with engraved (stamped or incised) lines. The basic 
graphic ornamental style is a linear, often linear-dot-
ted execution of a horizontal band and frieze (a row 
of hatched triangles, a hatched frieze) and linear 
chevrons or chevrons of ribbons filled with various 
patterns. In one case (Pl. 149

4
), a protrusion with a 

horizontal relief carved on the body, divided by 
notches is evidenced together with an engraved or-
nament.

Relief ornamentation – three vertical protrusions 
attached to the shoulder of the vessel – decorated a 
fragment of the pot found in pit №81 (Pl. 143

5
). It has 

a smoothed neck and pile body specially plastered 
with wet clay. A fragment with similar relief orna-
mentation was found in layer A

1
, too (Pl. 149

8
).

The fragments of pieces found in layer A
1
 repre-

sented a special type of three-piece pots (Pl. 150
9,10

). 
They have a wide, extended neck with a flared 
mouth, a sharp inflection line at the transition from 
the neck to the body, and a cylindrical body, which, 
judging by the analogous objects, ended with a con-
ically narrowed base. The pottery is fired pink and 
traces of a reddish engobe are visible on the surface.

Similarly, spherical bodied pots are separated into 
a distinguished group. They are characterised by a 
low, cylindrical, sometimes thickened neck, a slight-
ly flared mouth and a spherical body. In layer A

1
, a 

smallish fragment of thick-walled, pink-burnt vessel 
with traces of red engobe on the surface was found 
(Pl. 150

7
). In the very same layer, there is a fragment 

of a large, grey-fired pot (Pl. 150
12

), with a smoothed 
neck and an irregularly grooved body. This type of 
pottery found in pit №18 (Pl. 141

18
) also has such a 
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smoothed neck, and oblique deep notches on the 
shoulder, with irregularly grooved lines on the sur-
face.

A fragment of a smallish, thin-walled vessel found 
in pit №11 (Pl. 141

11
; Fig. 112) should be noted; it 

has a sharply flared mouth and an inflection line at 
the transition from the neck to the body. The body 
is covered with vertical relief stripes, and the upper 
part has a depression, a hollow. The pottery is fired 
black and the surface is polished to a metallic shine.

The jar-shaped pottery includes grey, blackish, or 
brownish fired vessels and pottery fragments, which 
is represented in large quantities in the level A mate-
rial. Regardless of size, the jar-like pottery is charac-
terised by a slightly flaring, often thickened mouth, 
which transits directly or over the low neck into the 
body. They have a wide and flat base, round, rib-
bon-like and otherwise shaped handles attached to 
the upper part of the body. There are also met piec-
es without handles. The ornament on the shoulder, 
parallel to the mouth, goes around the vessel. It rep-
resents a relief, incised or folded band or protrusion 
(Fig. 119, 123, 124).

So-called jar-shaped pottery of Tsikhiagora level 
A is composed of two groups - smooth-surfaced (Pl. 
141

79
, 144

8,10,11
, 145

5,13
, 147

12,13
, 151

7
; Fig. 119) and 

with piled surface, with a surface plastered with wet 
clay (Pl. 141

5
, 145

2,4,6
, 150

14,18
. Fig. 123, 124).

The jars, with a smoothed surface, are sometimes 
also polished. Nevertheless, due to the excess of in-
organic impurities in the clay, the surface is uneven, 
round or ribbon-shaped handles are attached to the 
neck and shoulders, sometimes asymmetrically (Pl. 
147

13
), or onto the mouth and shoulder. In the upper 

part of the handles of the jar-shaped pottery found 
in pit №78 there are hollows (Pl. 146

9
). Analogous 

hollow is made on the body of one of the jars from 
pit №79 in the upper part of the false handle (Pl. 
141

79
; Fig. 123). The ornament consists of horizontal, 

relief, slightly cut stripes, and protrusions (Pl. 143
2
, 

145
5
, 141

79
; Fig. 123, 124). 

Jar-like vessels plastered with wet clay have a 
smoothed neck and pile body. Horizontal, relief, in-
dented or folded strips (Pl.141

5
, 143

3
, 150

14
), or in-

dented protrusions (Pl. 145
4
) often decorate the 

place of transition from the neck to the body.
There are different types of tubs found at level 

A. This type of pottery consists mostly of fragments. 
There are fragments of brown-fired, low, one-han-
dled tub (Pl. 151

5
), with handles carved onto the 

mouth and stomach. This type of tub is characteristic 
for layer A

1 
and A

2
.

The tubs found in the pits are of a completely 
different type. A large sized, tall, thick-walled vessel 
was found in pit №78 (Pl. 146

8
; Fig. 122). It has a con-

ically narrowed body and a flat base. A massive rib-
bon-shaped handle is attached to the upper part of 
the body. Unfortunately, only one half of the vessel 
was found in the pit, so it may have had a second 
handle, as well. The pottery is fired brown, made of 
large-grained clay. The outer surface is black pol-
ished. We have found fragments of small-sized ves-
sels in the materials of pit №81 (Pl. 144

4,5
). They are 

characterised by semi-spherical handles. They are 
fired pink and unpolished.

The small pots from the Level A consists of a small 
number of fragments and one whole piece from pit 
№78 (Pl. 146

1
; Fig. 118). This is three-parted vessel, 

with a wide, protruding neck, flared mouth, sharp-
ly protruding belly, conically narrowed base and a 
small, flat base. A semispherical handle is attached 
to the neck and shoulders. The vessel is fired brown. 
Its surface is smoothed, furnished with grooved 
ornament. A line consisting of two grooves follow 
along the transition from the neck to the belly, above 
which - on the neck and below it - on the body, on 
the opposite side of the handle, geometric patterns, 
meanders, etc. have been added. The ornament is 
applied on wet clay, hurriedly, and is not been lev-
elled.

The mugs are of various types, represented most-
ly by fragments. Whole vessels of smaller size were 
found in layer A

1 
(Pl. 150

6
; Fig. 116). They have a pro-

truding neck, flared mouth, swollen belly, narrow 
bottom, and a small handle with a meniscus-like 
hole. The vessels are fired brown, the surface is pol-
ished, and the inner surface is hurriedly evened out.

A polished, yellowish mug (Pl. 142
6
; Fig. 117) 

was found in pit №81. It has a low, wide neck, flared 
mouth, a sharp line at the transition from the neck 
to the round body. The handle is attached to the 
mouth and shoulders. The mug is decorated with the 
incised ornament. At the transition from the neck to 
the body a band of hatched triangles is located, ar-
ranged in groups, while the body is decorated with 
chevrons and other types of geometric patterns. 

The mug of a distinguished type should be-
long to the pottery fragment found in pit №78 (Pl. 
146

7
). It has a straight, cylindrical body and a sharp-

ly narrowed base; the vessel is fired brown and has 
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a smoothed surface, it is decorated with an incised 
ornament.

The bowls are of different types; Large, of a con-
ical build, with a flat base (Pl. 151

3
), fired pink, with 

a smoothed surface. A vessel fragment of this type 
from layer A

1 
(Pl. 149

6
) has a thickened mouth. It is  

decorated with a dotted line.
The small-sized bowls (Pl. 151

1
) are characterised 

by a well-shaped neck, out turned lip, protruding 
body, and a narrow base. Special attention is drawn 
by a fragment of bowl found in pit №78 (Pl. 146

2
), 

with a sharply moulded, stepped transition from 
the neck to the belly, and from the belly to the base. 
The vessel is brown-fired. Both the inner and outer 
surfaces are well polished. The neck and belly are 
decorated with fine, engraved patterns. On the neck 
hatched triangles are engraved, while the body is 
decorated with chevrons with hatched triangles.

A fragment of the big-sized, thick-walled vessel 
with narrowed mouth and spheroid body belongs 
to a different type of bowls (Pl. 150

8
). It is pink-fired 

and engobed.  Another fragment belongs to a vessel 
with cylindrical body and rounded base (Pl. 142

4
). It 

is fired brown, with smoothed surface, and decorat-
ed with an incised ornament.

The drinking cups are black-polished, thick-
walled, with a well-shaped neck, a sharply widened 
belly, and a conical base. The difference between 
them is noted in their size and shape (Pl. 150

1-3
). One 

fragment of drinking cup (Pl. 146
5
) is decorated with 

a relief, circular pattern. The surface of this drinking 
cup is better polished than that of other pieces.

The drinking cups also include wide-necked and 
wide-bottomed jar-like vessels (Pl. 150

4,5
), found in 

the layer A
1
. They are fired and black-polished, like 

the rest of the drinking cups.
Among the materials revealed at the level A

1
, one 

group of decorated pottery stands out. These frag-
ments belong to small-sized vessels. Due to the frag-
mentation, it is not possible to restore the shapes 
of these vessels. All pottery fragments of this group 
are thin-walled, black-polished, decorated with a 
delicately engraved (Pl. 151

3-5
), grooved, or incised 

ornaments (Pl. 141
19

, 142
2
, 143

6
, 147

5,6
). The major-

ity of the pottery fragments of this group are distin-
guished by a particularly high level of surface polish-
ing (Fig. 114, 121, 125). 

Shapeless pottery sherds found in the pits are ar-
ranged in a separate group. They have comb-likely 
grooved surface (Pl. 141, 142

3
, 150

12
; Fig. 112).

Among the rest of sherds noteworthy are: a frag-
ment of the neck with a small semispherical false 
handle (Pl. 151

6
), a black polished sherd of uncertain 

function (Pl. 151
17

), which probably represents a toe 
of some vessel; a fragment of the straight wall of a 
vessel, with a horizontal relief on both sides and a 
small, pointed protrusion on the mouth (Pl. 151

13
), 

pink-burnt, with smoothed surface. It seems to be a 
fragment of the wall of a large pan-like vessel.

Numerous fragments of pan-like, side-grooved, 
stationary and portable vessels of various sizes are 
present both in the cultural layer and in the pits 
(Pl. 143

4,10,11
, 145

14
, 146

6,11
, 147

8
; Fig. 122). Different 

types of relief patterns are often applied onto the 
walls of the vessels. In one case (Pl. 143

4
) the wall of 

the vessel is indented and a strip with relief inden-
tations is applied on it. The walls of the pan-like ves-
sels are well-fired (pink, grey or yellow). The surface 
is smoothed, though sometimes it is uneven, due to 
the excess of inorganic impurities. 

Hearths also belong to the group of pottery. Nu-
merous fragments of round hearths of different sizes 
and shapes were found on the level A, especially pro-
trusions – lugs, characteristic of them.  One or more 
lugs have been attested in almost all pits, both large 
ones characteristic of stationary ones and small-
er protrusions of portable hearths (Pl. 144

13
, 146

10
, 

151
15

). The lugs of portable hearths are often painted 
red.

Of special interest is a round stationary hearth 
with lugs, found on one of the floor fragments of lay-
er A

1 
(Pl. 152; Fig. 127). It was badly damaged and 

could not be restored. The hearth was placed in a pit 
dug in the floor. It has well-fired walls, widened up-
wards the lip. It had no base.  Its moulded, widened 
part was up of the floor level. On the inner side of the 
hearth, three lugs were shaped, one large and two 
relatively smaller, with two “eye-like” depressions. 
Since the hearth was damaged, it is difficult to de-
termine the exact positions of these lugs. It seems 
that, on one side of the hearth two smaller lugs are 
located, while on the opposite side a bigger one was 
placed. The hearth is made of coarse-grained clay, 
fired pinkish-yellowish. The moulded wide upper 
part, the inner surface and lugs are plastered with 
pure clay and polished. The hearth shows no traces 
of a long-lasting fire, despite the fact that it was filled 
with pure ashes.

The clay wares also include a small sized, cone-
shaped vessel of unknown function, fragments of 
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which were found in pit №81 (Pl. 142
1
; Fig. 122). It 

is thin-walled, fired brown, and slightly polished. 
On the preserved fragments, three small holes for 
threading laces through are evidenced: two on the 
edge and one near the tip of the cone.  The holes on 
the edge are arranged in such a way that one can 
presume that this item had a third hole for symmetry 
as it seems to have been used hanging. On the outer 
surface of the cone, various patterns are shaped by 
dot-and-line ornament. These patterns are arranged 
in a way to produce an impression that they had 
some deliberate purpose.

A clay model of a wheel (Pl. 150
22

), black-fired, 
with smoothed surface, as well as  a fragment of 
pink-fired mould for casting axe (Pl. 150

21
; Fig. 126), 

made of fire-resistant clay, were found in level A.
An anthropomorphous (male) figurine was found 

in pit №77 of level A (Pl. 147
1
; Fig. 126). It is 5.5 cm 

high and 3 cm wide, made of coarse-grained clay. Its 
upper part is narrowed and the head of the figure 
is rendered. The nose and eyes are clearly shaped. 
Well-distinguished hands are bent, adhering to the 
chest. The figurine is fired pink and has a well-lev-
elled surface.

Metal objects

There was found a copper coil (Cu: 99,9: ± 0,19%, 
Ca: 0,8 ± 0,3% Fe: 0,1 ± 0,04%).

Bone objects

In level A, a perforated kneecap in the shape of 
a wheel (Pl. 141

5
) was found in pit №5, as well as a 

fragment of a mushroom-shaped kneecap (Pl. 149
15

).
Level B

Under the level A, over the entire space of the 
excavated area, a new one was revealed, containing 
three cultural layers. They are referred as level B. This 
level is separated from the upper one (level A) by a 
thin ashy one. A 2-3 cm-thick grey sedimentary lay-
er is noticed here and there. This gives us grounds 
to think that a small chronological gap existed be-
tween these two levels. The lower cultural layer of 
level B lies atop the fossilised humus. The average 
depth of this level is 60-70 cm.

Level B is rich in artefacts, the majority of which 
consists of pottery. It is all the more important be-
cause, with rare exceptions, the pottery fragments 
have been found in situ, inside buildings and outside 
them, especially in layer B

2
. The settlement of this pe-

riod was destroyed by a fire, due to which the site 
was conserved intact. The situation differs in layers 
B

1
 and B

3
. First of all, the layers have not been burned 

and, additionally, they are preserved in a relatively 
smaller area.

Layer B
1
. The depth of this layer, in the best-pre-

served southern part of the excavated area, is 25 cm. 
In squares 90, 91, 115, 116, the remains of several 
buildings have been revealed (Pl. 135).

In the 115th and 116th squares, the floor (5×4 m) 
of a structure was revealed. It was 7 cm thick, plas-
tered with yellow clay. In the centre of the floor a 
round hearth (dm – 1 m) with lugs was embedded. 
The hearth was filled up with stones and ashes. One 
of its lugs was found among the stones. The im-
pression was shaped that this hearth was blocked 
up with stones. The hearth was badly damaged by 
a pit of the Classical period (Fig. 97

2
). To the north-

west of the hearth, at a distance of 0.5 m, a bowl-like 
vessel was placed into the floor (Pl. 154

8
; Fig. 133

6
). 

The floor was bounded from the west by a stone 
wall which was 4 m long, 0.7 m wide and 0.3 m high. 
From the north it was joined by a wall built of mud-
bricks. It was 1.6 m long, 0.4 m wide, and 0.15 m high. 
These two walls composed the north-western corner 
of the building. This construction was rectangular in 
shape (5×4 m). It should have had an entrance from 
the north.

In the square 90, to the north of the mud-brick 
wall, a clay floor, associated with it, was recorded. 
Sherds of big-sized vessels were placed on the floor 
(Fig. 128). It should be noted that the remains of 
building of the layer B

1
 show no traces of fire. Its floor 

was plastered directly on the fragments of plastering 
of layer B

2
.

Ritual pit №17 belongs to the layer B
1
. The diame-

ter of the pit is 1.2 m. It is 1.7 m deep. The pit is bell-
shaped.

The bottom of the pit was plastered with a layer 
of 20 cm thick pure ashes. The entire height of the 
pit was filled up of 8-10 cm thick ash-paved layers. 
Seven layers of ashes have been identified. The in-
terval between the layers is 15-20 cm. Some intact 
vessels, shards of pottery and other artefacts were 
deliberately arranged on the layers. In some cases, 
shards of one and the same vessel were arranged on 
different layers.

A ring of unfired clay (dam - 1.1 m) was plastered 
to the floor in the 66th square. It belongs to the lay-
er B

1
, too. There are faint traces of fire on the inner 
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walls of the ring. It is filled with pure ashes. There was 
a small platform made of flat stones erected to the 
west of the ring (remains of an altar?).

Layer B
1

Pottery

In the layer B
1
 artefacts made of clay are volumi-

nous, though mostly fragmentary (Pl. 153-156; Fig. 
128-136). This is explained by the fact that the set-
tlement was abandoned by the population. At the 
same time it is badly damaged by household pits of 
the upper layers. To this layer belong materials from 
the ritual pit №17 (Pl. 157-159), part of which is rep-
resented by complete pieces. The pottery is hand-
made, delicately shaped layer by layer from clay of 
different thickness and structure. Both thick-walled 
vessels made of coarse-grained clay and thin-walled 
ones manufactured of fine-grained clay were found. 
The surface of the vessels is mainly polished; some-
times the inner surface is polished, too. There are evi-
denced unpolished pieces, too. With rare exceptions, 
the vessels have a black, brownish, or red coloura-
tion, mostly on a pink or grey lining. There are attest-
ed pink-fired and black glossed pieces, there are red 
painted vessel, too (Fig 130).

Graphical patterns, mainly incised, are widely 
used to decorate the vessels. Grooved-bulging and 
relief ornaments are also used.

Pitcher-shaped jars. Produced layer by layer from 
coarse-grained clay, they are fired black, brown, or 
red, on a pink lining (Fig. 128, 129), with well-pol-
ished surface. They are characterised by an extend-
ed neck, and a widely out-turned lip. There is a sharp 
line on the transition from the neck to the shoulder 
and from the belly to the bottom. They are not char-
acterised by handles or any kind of ornament. Only 
one pitcher-shaped jar is decorated. Its massive han-
dle is attached to the body (Pl. 153

1,2
; Fig. 129). The 

shoulders of the vessel are decorated with a band 
composed of two grooves, while relief meander is 
applied to the body.

Pots are big, wide-mouthed, mainly represented 
by fragments of handles (Pl. 155). The lentoid handles 
have ribbed backs, corrugated. They are attached to 
the mouth and neck, or to the mouth and shoulders. 
These pots are fired brown or red, polished, having a 
pink or grey lining.

Pots, the narrow-necked ones, consist of neck 

fragments and massive handles with meniscus-like 
holes, attached to the body of the vessel (Pl. 154

2
). 

The vessels are fired pink or grey. They are polished.
The handleless pots with three-partite-body (Pl. 

154
7
, 158

13
) are characterised by a high, slightly pro-

truding neck, a low, sharply swollen belly, and a nar-
row base. They are fired black, with a pink lining, and 
well-polished (Fig. 133

1
). 

The jar-shaped vessels are represented by frag-
ments (Pl. 155

1,2
). In spite of their size, the jar-like ves-

sels are characterised by a slightly flared, often thick-
ened mouth, which passes onto the body directly or 
through a very low neck. Round or ribbon-shaped 
handles are attached to the upper part of the body 
(mainly to the mouth and belly). One handle (Pl. 
155

1
) has a little hollow on top. The vessels are fired 

brownish or grey. Due to the excess of inorganic im-
purities into the fabric, the surface is uneven, thick-
piled. 

The tubs are single-handled, high or low (Pl. 
154

5,6
, 157, 158

5,6,9
). They have a wide flaring mouth, 

a protruding neck, a conically narrowed bottom, and 
a flat base. The handles are attached to the area be-
tween the mouth and the belly. Almost all of them 
are fired brown and polished. The inner surface is 
black and specially polished. The low tubs from the 
ritual pit (Pl. 158

5,6
) stand out with their small sizes.

The tubs with indented sides are represented by 
three-barrelled handles (Pl. 159

3
), fired yellowish. 

They are single-layered, and engobed. Tub-like ves-
sels include narrowed-mouth vessels with a semi-
spherical handle (Pl. 157

1
; Fig. 133

3
). A complete 

piece was found in the ritual pit. It has a rounded 
body and a flat bottom. A handle is attached onto 
the body. The tub is fired pink, unpolished; traces of 
red paint can be seen near the neck. Fragments of 
similar vessels were also found in the layer (Pl.155

4
).

Small pots are three-piece, broad, with a well-
shaped neck, a flared spiky mouth, protruding belly, 
a sharp transition from the neck to the belly, with a 
conically narrowed base. The handle is attached to 
the mouth and neck (Pl. 154

4
). They are fired brown-

ish, with pink lining, and polished surface. Some 
fragments are ornamented: a band of grooves is 
evidenced on the shoulders of one vessel, while its 
body is decorated with grooved-and-bulging mean-
der ornament (Pl. 153, 159

1
; Fig. 133

4
). The fragments 

are mostly glossy black, with a pink lining.
The mugs consist of fragments, mostly black-pol-

ished, with grey lining. There were also found a frag-



81TsikhiagoraTsikhiagora

ment of handle with oval cross-section, and jagged 
back characteristic of this type of pottery, and a frag-
ment of the base with delicately engraved ornament 
(Pl. 153

4
).

Various shapes were identified among vessels of 
this type in layer B

1
. A fragment of black polished 

mug (Pl. 153
7
), with a slightly flaring wide mouth 

that passes directly into the body. Its body is almost 
straight, with a sharply narrowed base. The vessel is 
decorated with engraved and incised ornament. Its 
upper part is decorated with a band, under which a 
broken-lined pattern is located.

The bowls have a well-shaped neck, flaring lip, 
protruding belly, narrow base, and slightly bent in 
underside (Pl. 154

3
, 158

4,8
). The bowls are fired dark 

brown or black. They are polished. Their inner sur-
face is black and well-polished. One piece from the 
ritual pit (Pl. 158

8
) is decorated with engraved and 

relief ornament. The shoulders are decorated with a 
three-line band. On the body of the vessel there is 
an incised decoration - triangles. A relief horizontal 
protrusion is attached to the shoulders. 

The drinking cups are black-polished, thick-walled, 
with well-shaped neck, a sharply widened belly and a 
bent-in bottom of conical shape. They differ from one 
another by the size and shape (Pl. 158

1-3
).

Among materials revealed in layer B
1
, one group 

of fragments of ornamented pottery is distinguished. 
They belong to small-sized vessels. Due to fragmen-
tation, it is not possible to restore the shapes of these 
vessels. One sherd belongs to a small three-partite 
vessel. It is fired brown, with a black inside, and a 
frieze composed of dotted linear ornament on the 
neck. All the remaining fragments of this group are 
black polished, fired in one layer, thin-walled, deli-
cately decorated with an engraved ornament. They 
belong mainly to small-sized three-partite vessels. 
Fragments decorated with grooved ornament (Pl. 
153; Fig. 135) are distinguished by a particularly high 
level of surface polishing.

The faceless fragments of walls should be noted 
separately, which are decorated with irregularly di-
rected comb-like patterns (Pl. 153; Fig. 135). The ves-
sels are fired brownish-dark grey colour.

Pan-shaped, side-grooved stationary vessels are 
represented by fragments (Pl. 153

3
). They are fired 

grey or yellow. A narrow horizontal relief ornament 
is evidenced on the fragment of the body (Fig. 134

3
).

Clay lids are round-shaped (Pl. 154
1
). They are 

of one type, but of different sizes. They are black 

glossed, with a depression in the centre.
A stand, in the shape of a vessel’s neck, is thick-

walled, fired pink, and unpolished (Pl. 156
2
).

The hearths. Clay wares are represented by a 
large round hearth with lugs. It was inserted in the 
centre of floor of the house (Fig. 97

2
). The hearth was 

placed into a pit dug in the floor and was fired on 
the very same spot. That is why it has only the inner 
surface and a wide moulded edge, which is slight-
ly raised from the floor level. The hearth was heavily 
damaged by a later pit and had three lugs preserved. 
According to the analogical find in the layer B

2
 and 

to the arrangement of the preserved lugs, it had four 
of them in its time. The hearth is made of coarse-
grained clay, which has chaff and small pebble frag-
ments mixed in. The surface is cleanly plastered with 
pure clay and is polished. The hearth shows traces of 
a long-lasting fire.

In addition to the stationary hearth, in the B
1
 layer 

fragments of relatively small portable hearths of the 
same type were found in large numbers (Pl. 156

1
; Fig. 

136). On the bottom of the ritual pit a lug of the sta-
tionary hearth and two  lugs of a portable one were 
found (Pl. 159

4
). The portable hearths are of different 

sizes. They have the same build, with a hole on the 
bottom (Pl. 156

1
). The hearths are burnt pink or yel-

lowish, some are brown engobed. Traces of red paint 
are often preserved on the lugs. Grooved ornamen-
tation is also often attested on the outer surface of 
the portable hearths. A bowl-like vessel embedded 
in a specially dug hollow in the floor seems to be 
the simplest type of portable hearths (Pl. 154

8
). It is 

made of coarse-grained clay, fired pink. Its inner sur-
face is red painted.

Stone items  

The stone items of the layer B
1
 consist mainly of 

the material found on the bottom of ritual pit №17 
(Pl. 159

7
; Fig. 136). A sickle inlay made of brownish 

flint was found here, retouched on both sides. There 
were found a boat-shaped stone of the hand grinder 
and a pestle stone, as well.

Bone items

In the ritual pit №17, one bone arrowhead was 
found. It is biconical, with faceted blade and a tang. 
The arrowhead seems to be unfinished. There were 
found a drill made of a long bone, as well as a tip of 
horn specially sawed off (Pl. 159

6
; Fig. 136).
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Layer B
2
. 

From the settlements discovered on Tsikhiagora, 
the settlement destroyed by fire is especially clearly 
defined. It is included in the second layer of the level 
B. The fire destroyed buildings, but, at the same time, 
it burnt certain parts, turned the clay into bricks and 
the wood into coal. The ruins were preserved intact 
under the thick layer. This gives us grounds to re-
construct plans of the buildings, their construction, 
to reveal some details, and understand principles of 
planning.

The layer is located directly below layer B
1
. It has 

been revealed over the entire area excavated by us, 
and the remains of three buildings have been stud-
ied (Pl. 137).

Building №1 is located in the north-western part 
of the excavated area, in the 14th, 15th, 39th, 40th, 64th, 
65th squares (Pl. 136, 138. Fig. 98-106). It represents 
a two-room building plastered with clay on wood 
frame, with an area of 66 sq. m.; the facade is orient-
ed to the south. 

The structure was completely covered with the 
20-30 cm thick ruins of a wall, collapsed on the floor. 
The ruins are brick-coloured, light red in some plac-
es. The northern, eastern and southern walls of the 
burnt building, lying down over the rooms, are ter-
ribly destroyed. Here the large parts of the wall lay 
almost unmoved, with imprints of thin parallel wick-
erwork canes. Fragments with imprints of a pole sur-
rounded with wickerwork are also preserved. 

The thickness of the wall of the building was 20-
25 cm; round cross-sectioned poles were inserted 
into it in rows. Nowadays only pits dug for poles are 
preserved. In some of them charred ends of poles 
are preserved. The original diameter of the pits, and 
therefore the poles, was 5-7 cm, while the distance 
between them reached 16-18 cm. The hollows were 
20-25 cm deep. Some poles were specially cut, giv-
en tetrahedral section. Around the ends of the poles 
the imprints of the rods were preserved. The wood-
en frame made of rods plaited around the poles was 
plastered on both sides with a number of layers of 
clay, of which the outer layer is distinguished by a 
finer structure and a thinner daubing. The walls of 
the building are preserved at a height of 15-20 cm. 
It could be assumed that the original height of the 
walls was more than 2.5 m. Considering the fact that 
their ruins reached the centre of the building, the 
wall daubing went rounded into the upper layer of 

that of the floor. The base of the wall was strength-
ened from outside with sand and clay. The floor of 
the building represented a multi-layered, 10-12 cm 
thick solid daubing.

The central chamber of building №1 represents a 
quadrangular room with strongly rounded corners, 
measuring 7×6 m. In the centre of the room, a rect-
angular pit for the central pole was cut into the floor. 
The dimensions of the hole are 30×20 cm; its height 
is 40 cm. The pit was surrounded by cobblestones. 
At a distance of 15 cm to the south of the pit, a clay 
hearth was daubed into the floor. Its diameter is 92 
cm. The hearth has round lugs (Pl. 136; Fig. 104). It 
is oriented towards the entrance. A 10 cm wide low 
groove surrounds the hearth. On the inner side of the 
hearth there are four big and one small lugs, directed 
towards the centre. Their ends are slightly raised. The 
distance between a pair of the lugs turned towards 
the entrance is greater than that between the rest 
of lugs. The fifth lug is placed on the opposite side. 
The smaller one has indentations on both sides that 
should represent the eyes. The hearth, which is 25 
cm deep, is half filled with ashes and the burnt bones 
of small cattle (sheep). The surface of the hearth is 
polished, badly cracked, and has a dark brownish co-
louring.

Between the hearth and the pole pit, a radiant 
circle is engraved on the floor, which is supposed to 
represent the depiction of the sun or another solar 
sign. It is damaged by the pole pit of the upper layer.

To the north-west of the pole pit, at a distance of 
1 m, under a pile of pottery, an image of an unknown 
nature was found engraved on the floor, as well as a 
hollow (dm -10 cm) for placing in a vessel.

Along the northern wall of the central chamber 
a 10 cm high and 60 cm wide elevation is arranged. 
Its ends pass along the side walls, too. Due to this, 
it turns in a wavy manner. The elevation is plastered 
with a mixture of small-sized pebbles and clay. Frag-
ments of a broken stationary hearth were revealed in 
the filling of this elevation.

The elevation has a glistering surface. This could 
be the result of special daubing and firing. Nothing 
similar was noticed on the floor of the structure, al-
though its surface was quite well compacted into a 
thin layer. A 5 cm wide strip of red paint was drawn 
along the edge of the embankment and at the base 
of the wall, which was preserved here and there (Fig. 
105

2
).

On the remaining section of the elevation, the 
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length of which is 2 m, an ash pile was recorded. 
The pile had the shape of a truncated cone, 40 cm 
in diameter. From above, it is plastered with a thin 
layer of clay. The daubing is circular, so the middle 
part of it is not plastered. The plastering is painted in 
an intense red colour. Three small drinking cups turn 
upside down were arranged with it (Pl. 136), and ten 
clay vessels were found on the elevation itself and on 
the floor, near them. In one of the vessels (Pl. 161

1
. 

Fig. 141) a biconical, 8 cm long bone arrowhead was 
found (Pl. 136

6
), while in another one (Pl. 161

6
. Fig. 

138) a flat, 21 cm long bronze dagger with a shaft 
was placed (Pl. 163

5
; Fig. 140).

A trapezoidal chamber (6×5 m) with rounded cor-
ners annexed the central chamber of building №1 
from the south. The floor of this chamber is 10 cm 
lower than that of the floor of the central one and is 
connected to it by a 10 cm high clay step. The cham-
ber has two elevations along the eastern and west-
ern walls (Pl. 136, 138; Fig. 98

2
).

The eastern elevation is 50 cm wide and 7 cm 
high. It is heavily damaged by pits of the upper lay-
ers. Two piles of ashes (dm - 30 cm) were found on 
the surviving part of the elevation. They are 30 cm 
apart from one another. Small drinking cups turned 
upside down were placed two by two. A tub was 
arranged among them. Charred grains (wheat and 
barley) were found on the elevation in abundance, 
as well as three flint inlays, composing a complete 
sickle (Pl. 163

8
; Fig. 100

1
).

A large pile of pottery sherds was found by the 
elevation, on the floor of the chamber. There were 
up to ten pots and mugs in this pile. One ornament-
ed vessel (Pl. 160

2
) draws particular attention, which 

contained a flint arrowhead and a sickle insert (Fig. 
140), a horn fragment, and a small, round, black cob-
blestone with a white eye. Vessels were found both 
on the floor and quite high above the floor in the 
ruins of the wall. The impression is made that part 
of the vessels fell off the wall during the demolition. 
We can presume that there was a wooden shelf (or 
shelves) running along the wall, on which the vessels 
were arranged. The east elevation had an extension 
to the south wall, on which a large pitcher-shaped jar 
had been attested. After the cleaning, it was found 
out that the pitcher-shaped jar was embedded in a 
specially made hollow.

The elevation of the western wall was almost 
completely preserved. The width of the elevation is 
50 cm, the height reaches 8-10 cm. It has an exten-

sion to the southern wall, the height of which is 6-8 
cm. Two hollows for embedding vessels were made 
on it; a large pitcher-shaped jar was placed in one of 
them (Pl. 136; Fig. 98, 99

1
, 106

1
).

Five vase-type vessels were found on the western 
elevation, the heels of which were daubed on the el-
evation. The ash piles, which were revealed on the 
northern and eastern elevations and are generally 
known from the settlements of the Kura–Araxes cul-
ture, represent the heel of just such vase-type vessels. 
The upper part of vessel is attached to the heel. The 
walls are shaped of thin, weakly fired clay and ashes. 
The walls consisted of a layer of 3-4 mm thick pure 
clay, between which there were two layers of pure 
ashes of the same thickness. The vessels were seem-
ingly unfired, and specially made for some ritual. The 
fire, that destroyed the building, slightly baked and 
hardened them, giving us the possibility of record-
ing it. The diameter of this vessel is 50 cm, the height 
was preserved at 10-15 cm. Inside the vessel, wheat 
and barley were attested. The abundant grain scat-
tered on the elevation, it seems, was thrown from 
this vessel. The vessels are painted red, and for the 
heels an especially intense colour is used (Fig. 100

2
, 

101, 102, 103). Small drinking cups were placed up-
side down near them. From the north, with the first 
group three cups were placed, with the second one 
– three ones, with the third group – two cups, with 
the fourth – 4, with the fifth – 1 (Pl. 162

1
). Pots and 

tubs were placed between the daubed vessels. It is 
interesting that one half of a large, stationary, pan-
shaped vessel was found on this elevation, while its 
other half was placed on the northern elevation of 
the central room of the very same building (Pl.164

2
).

Flint sickle inserts were also found on this eleva-
tion, which compose one sickle.

On the floor of the chamber, near the southern 
part of the western elevation, there are three hol-
lows for placing vessels in. Vessels were embedded 
in two of them. Up to forty big and small clay vessels 
were found in this chamber in total (Pl. 136; Fig. 98

2
, 

99
1
, 137-144). Some images were engraved on the 

floor, just as in the main chamber. One of the images 
near the western shelf reminds us of a swastika.

The abundance of plaster in building №1 implies 
fairly high walls. In some places, the internal daubing 
of the wall was observed, with traces of red stripes.

In both chambers of the building, at the floor 
level and in the plasters, medium-sized flat stone 
tiles were observed, which evidently had fallen from 
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above during the destruction of the building (Pl. 136;  
Fig. 98). It is possible for us to presume that the flat 
stones performed some function in the construction 
of the roof.

The floor and elevations in the building were de-
liberately plastered with pure clay multiple times.  
Seventeen cases of such renovations were identified. 
The floor was black (from smoke). It is possible that 
this was a result of the fire, but it would be more cor-
rect to presume that the floor was specially smoked, 
because all seventeen renovations had a black co-
lour on top.

Building №1 had an entrance from the south. The 
clay on wood frame of the southern wall of the build-
ing is continuous. Thus, the entrance was of stepped 
over type. A one meter wide corridor was built at the 
southern wall. Its 15-20 cm wide walls were built in 
the same manner as the building. The entrance to 
the corridor is from the east side. In the corridor, by 
the southern wall of the building, a thick wooden 
beam was placed on the stones, serving as a step (Pl. 
136-138. Fig. 106

2
).

Building №1 is built on a rather strong (25-30 
cm thick) clay square, which is prepared specially. 
Under neath it a layer of black fossilised humus is ev-
idenced. 

In the 89th square, the remains of a household 
structure were excavated. On an area of 4×4 m, a 
floor plastered with clay was recorded, on which a 
10 cm thick grain layer was found. A thick layer of 
plaster passed onto it from above. The shape of the 
structure is unclear. It may have been either circular 
or rectangular with strongly rounded corners.

Building №2 was excavated in the 115th, 116th, 
140th, 141st squares. It consists of two chambers (Pl. 
137, 139; Fig. 107-109). The width of the walls of the 
building is 20 cm. The walls are preserved at a height 
of 10-15 cm. It is built in a wattle and daub manner. 
The entire building was covered with a thick layer 
of daub from the collapsed walls. The traces of wat-
tle are well preserved on the daub. The floor of the 
building is specially plastered with pure clay. 

The main chamber of the building is quadrangu-
lar in shape (6×6 m), with rounded corners and walls. 
Only the northern wall, separating the two cham-
bers, is straight.

In the centre of the main chamber of building №2, 
a circular stationary hearth was placed into the floor. 
The walls of the hearth are daubed onto the floor. 
Its diameter is 90 cm. The hearth is 25 cm deep, with 

four lugs on the inner side (Pl. 139; Fig. 107, 108
1
). 

Pure ash was found in the hearth.
To the south of the hearth, at a distance of 50 cm, 

the remains of a central pillar, rectangular (15×10 
cm) in shape, were attested.

Around the hearth and pole, on the floor, the re-
mains of seven carved beams were found. The poles 
are quadrangular, 10×10 cm. They were arranged ra-
dially and, it appears, constituted a roofing structure 
(Pl. 139). During the fire, the roof collapsed first, and 
then the walls followed.

The back, southern wall of the main chamber was 
followed by a 10 cm high elevation made of clay. 
Only the south-eastern part of the elevation sur-
vived, since the southern wall and shelf were locat-
ed on the slope of the hill and were washed away. 
Flint sickle inlays, pottery sherds, and fragments of 
two portable hearths were found on the elevation 
(Pl. 166

4
).

Fragments of several clay vessels were found on 
the floor of the chamber, and a large amount of grain 
was found near the eastern wall.

The second chamber is the front room of building 
№2. It is of rectangular shape - 5.5×3.2 m. Elevations 
surround the eastern, western, and southern walls, 
at a width of 40 cm, height 10 cm. There is a small 
shelf or step (80×60 cm) of the very same height, 
made in the western part of the northern wall.

An opening, 70 cm wide, which connects the 
two chambers, is left in the wall that divides the two 
chambers (Fig. 107

1
).

In the north-eastern corner of this chamber, two 
clay vessels, a small bull figurine made of clay and 
three sickles of different sizes were discovered. Even 
wooden sockets were recorded, in which flint inlays 
were placed (Pl. 139, 166; Fig. 108

2
, 109, 145-147).

Building №2 had an entrance from the north.
Building №2, in its planning and construction, 

almost replicates building №1, though building №1 
seems grander in terms of its inventory.

According to the planning, the entrances of these 
two structures are set facing one another.

A fragment of building №3 was excavated in the 
41st and 42nd squares. The southern wall, 4 m long and 
20 cm wide, and the eastern one, 90 cm long and 30 
cm wide, were revealed. This wall is included within 
the unexcavated area. The walls were preserved at a 
height of 20-25 cm. They were built of wood frame 
and were plastered on both sides with clay (Fig. 110). 
The building was burnt. Under the plasters, a floor 
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plastered with clay was found, on which a thick layer 
of pure ashes was recorded. In the 41st square, in the 
western part of the structure, at a distance of 10 cm 
from the wall, a clay ring was found carved on the 
floor (dm - 35 cm). The walls of the ring are 2-3 cm 
thick, and 3-4 cm high. The inner part of the ring was 
recessed and filled with ashes (Pl. 137).

Fragments of pottery were found on the floor of 
the building.

The space in front of the building was well paved 
with clay.

The same B
2
 layer includes the road or path re-

vealed in the 65th, 66th, 67th squares, moving in the 
E-W direction. It was recorded at a length of 7.5 m. 
The road is 1.2 m wide. It was paved with large flat 
cobblestones and coated over with a 3-4 cm thick 
layer of clay. The clay surface was covered with soot, 
apparently, as a result of the fire that destroyed the 
buildings of this layer. The path is 10-15 cm higher 
than the general level.

The path seems to be directed to the entrance of 
building №1, and the entrances of buildings №2 and 
№3 are directed towards this path (Pl. 137).

Layer B
2
 

Pottery

The pottery finds of the settlement B
2
 represent 

a large complex, the constituent groups of which 
characterise the household and ritual vessels of sep-
arate buildings (Pl. 160-169; Fig. 137-152). Part of it 
is represented by whole pieces. They are hand-made, 
delicately, in layers, from clay of various thickness 
and structure. There are identified both thick-walled, 
coarse-grained clay vessels, and thin-walled ones of 
a clear structure.

The surface of the vessels is mostly polished, 
sometimes from the inside as well. We have also 
found unpolished pieces. With few exceptions, the 
vessels have black, brownish, or red colouring. There 
are pieces that are fired pink and polished black. The 
lining is mostly pink or grey. We should take into ac-
count that the majority of the pottery turned up in 
strong fire and their colouring has changed, com-
pletely or partially.

Graphical forms are widely used to decorate the 
vessels. They are mostly incised. We have also found 
grooved-bulging ornaments, different types of relief 
ornament. Decoration with black or red paint is rare 

(Fig. 148).
As for the pottery shapes, they are more diverse.
The pitcher-shaped jars. It is mostly the bases of 

these large vessels that have survived in the build-
ings, placed in specially prepared hollows. The upper 
part of pitcher-shaped jar was found in the house-
hold pit (Pl. 169

2
). The vessel is made layer by layer, 

awkwardly. Its surface is polished black, while the lin-
ing is pink. The pitcher-shaped jar is distinguished by 
its flaring mouth, wide neck, and wide body. Judging 
by the analogues of the bases that have been found, 
it should have had a lower part of a sharply nar-
rowed, conical build and a small flat base. Two large 
handles are attached to the shoulder.

The pots are large, single-handled or two-han-
dled, with flaring and wide mouth (Pl. 161

2
, 162

3,5
, 

164
3
, 165

5
, 169

1
; Fig. 139

4
, 142) and neck, with a 

bulging ribbed belly or a three-part body, with a 
narrow flat base. The handles are attached on the 
mouth and neck. The surface is fired brown or red, 
on a pink or black lining.

A pot, narrow-necked, single-handled, is found 
in building №1 of layer B

2
 (Pl. 161

1
. Fig. 141

1
). I t is 

characterised by a non-sharp three-part body, a 
high and strongly protruding neck, and a wide flared 
mouth. A large, narrow-holed handle is attached on 
the shoulder. The vessel is fired pink, without a lining 
and it has a “muddy” shard. 

The jug (khelada) type vessels are characterised 
by a quite sharply separated three-part body, a wide 
neck extended towards the shoulder, and a flaring 
mouth. A tall, ribbon-type handle is attached to the 
neck and shoulder. One (Pl. 160

2
; Fig. 140

1
) jug is en-

circled by three thin stripes made of grooves on the 
shoulder, and below it, triangles formed by three-line 
incised dotted lines on the body around the vessel, 
in which various graphical signs are drawn in. These 
signs are not repeated and, undoubtedly, they had 
some meaning. The second jug of this type is smaller 
and unornamented (Pl. 163

2
; Fig. 140).

Two pieces of these jugs (Pl. 160
3,4

; Fig. 143) are 
distinguished from the rest of Kura–Araxes products 
by their shape and the quality of the surface process-
ing. Both have a well extended wide neck broadened 
towards the shoulder and a flaring mouth, a sharp 
edge on the transition from the neck to the belly, 
a swollen stomach, a narrow base and a slightly in-
dented base. A large, ribbon-type handle is attached 
onto the neck and shoulder. It is relatively thick-
walled, fired black, in two layers, on a lining of the 
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same colour. The surface is also well-polished.
The tubs are single-handled and two-handled. 

Identified are high and low single-handled tubs 
(Pl. 161

3,4
, 163

4
, 167

2,3
; Fig. 138, 139). They have a 

widely flared mouth, an extended neck, a conical-
ly narrowed bottom, and a flat base. The handle is 
attached between the mouth and the belly. Almost 
all of them are fired brown and polished, and the in-
ner surface is black and specially polished. There are 
pink-fired pieces, too.

A separate group of single-handled tubs consists 
of pieces with wavy indentations on the sides and 
three-barrelled handles (Pl. 165

4
, 168

5,6
; Fig. 139

3
, 

145, 149). The tubs are fired black or pink, in a single 
layer, and they are unpolished. A fragment of a nar-
rowed-mouth piece with a semispherical handle is 
fired pink, and unpolished, can be attributed to the 
very same group. 

The two-handled tubs in layer B
2
 are characterised 

by their large sizes. The pieces found in building №1 
(Pl. 161

5,6
; Fig. 138) are distinguished by their very 

wide flaring mouth, extended neck, a low, slight-
ly rounded body, a conically narrowed base, and a 
slightly bent in bottom. Large handles are attached 
onto the body. The outer and inner surfaces are pol-
ished well, the outer surface being polished brown, 
while the inner surface – black polished. A vessel of 
this type found in building №2 is fired black. It is well 
polished on a grey lining (Pl. 166

1,3
; Fig. 145

3
).  The 

small-sized vessel (Pl. 166
1
; Fig. 146) is of a well-de-

fined three-part shape, with a sharply defined neck, 
in the middle of which a groove runs through, and 
with a wide flaring mouth. Two semispherical false 
handles are attached to the body. There are small 
protrusions on the edge of the mouth. Around the 
vessel, an ornament encircles the body - a graphic 
(incised) dotted line pattern. On one side a three-
line, rhythmically repeated pattern creates triangles, 
while on the other side rhombs are made by the 
combination of such dotted lines. 

Small cooking-pots with a three-part body (Pl. 
160

1
, 164

1
, 167

1
, 168

8
; Fig. 137

1
) represent one of 

the characteristic pottery shapes of this layer. They 
have a wide, extended neck, with a flaring spiky 
mouth; a sharply extended belly and a sharply nar-
rowed bottom with a slightly bent-in base. Jagged 
backed and oval-sectioned handles are attached 
to the mouth and shoulders. Generally, all of these 
types of vessels are decorated with very clear and 
delicate a grooved-bulging and engraved ornament. 

Bands made of grooves on the shoulder of the ves-
sel or an engraved ornament in the form of a narrow 
frieze with the filling elements consisting of net-like 
hatching, spotted geometric figures (triangles, cells, 
etc.) are often met.  Sometimes under these kinds 
of friezes or bands meanders with volutes, chevrons 
and grooved-bulging ornaments are added.

The mugs mostly consist of wide-necked, nar-
row-bottomed pieces (Pl. 162

2
, 163

3
, 165

3
, 168

3
; Fig. 

143, 147
1
). They are characterised by a low neck, a 

protruding belly and a narrow base. The handle is 
attached to the mouth and shoulders. The mugs 
are fired pink, on a black or brown-pink lining. An 
incise-lined ornament is attested: a rather deeply 
grooved band on the shoulders and below, on the 
body, patterns made of dotted lines. There is also an 
incised ornament.

There are two mugs of a different appearance 
found in building №2. One is characterised by a wide 
base (Pl. 165

1
; Fig. 147

2
) and the other by an extend-

ed neck, a spiky mouth, a low swollen body, and a 
narrow base. The handle is attached to the neck and 
shoulders (Pl. 165

2
). It is fired black, well-polished, on 

a black lining.
Bowls, narrow-mouthed (Pl. 167

6
), thin and thick-

walled are mostly fired pink and are unpolished.
The drinking cups are mostly polished black, 

thick-walled and of one type, although some differ-
ences can be noticed between them in size and build. 
The majority of the pieces have an extended neck, 
with a sharply widened belly and an indented base 
(Pl. 162

1
, 163

1
; Fig. 144). The surfaces of the drinking 

cups are specially polished while the inner surface 
is awkwardly polished and haphazardly evened out.

Of interest is a pan-shaped ritual vessel (dm – 
80cm) found in building №1 (Pl. 164

2
; Fig. 137). It 

seems that the vessel has been attached to the floor 
stationarily, as its base is unfired, while the vertical 
walls are fired to a grey colour. There were found 
fragments of the vessel with a heel, as well as sherds 
of vertical walls of the same type of vessel.

Also, on the elevation of building №1, a special-
ly plastered stationary vase type ritual vessel was 
found, the bottom of which is represented by the 
so-called “ash pile”. Pure ashes are coated by a thin 
layer of pure clay and painted red. A bowl-like vessel 
is attached to it. The walls of the vessel are made of 
thin layers of pure clay (4-5 layers), with thin layers 
of ashes between them. Most likely, these layers of 
ashes are the remains of weaved baskets that give 
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hardness to the unfired pottery vessel. The surface is 
painted red. Grain was placed inside (Fig. 100-103). 
These vessels were unfired. They were specially made 
to perform some kind of ritual. This vase-shaped ves-
sel was observed at Tsikhiagora only thanks to the 
fact that the buildings of the B

2
 layer were destroyed 

by a strong fire, and the fire slightly burned and 
hardened them.

A round lid of clay, fired black, polished, with a 
surface decorated with relief grooves is of interest, 
too (Pl. 167

7
; Fig. 150).

In addition to the engraved and grooved-bulging 
ornaments characteristic of layer B

2
, we have found 

thin-walled, black-polished pottery sherds, which are 
adorned with a relief ornament, a well-moulded hor-
izontal protrusion (Pl. 160), two perforated knobs on 
the side of the small bowl (Fig. 150), and a small vessel 
with a body corrugated with deep flutings (Pl. 168

2
).

The hearths. Clay products are also represented 
by the large sized round hearths with protrusions 
daubed in the floor of the main room of the build-
ings. Two such hearths are found in the layer (Pl. 137, 
164

4
). The hearths are placed in the pits dug out in 

the floor and they are burnt in place. That is why 
they have only one, inner surface and a moulded 
wide edge, which is slightly set up the floor level. The 
hearths are made of coarse-grained clay, which has 
chaff and fine pebble shards mixed in. The surface is 
cleanly plastered with pure clay, and it is polished. 
Hearths show traces of long-term exposure to fire, 
which is manifested in the burning of the shard, but, 
at the same time, no traces of smoke can be seen on 
them.

In addition to the stationary hearths, small mo-
bile ones of the same type were found in this layer. 
They are bowl-shaped, with a hole on the bottom (Pl. 
166

4
; Fig. 147). The hearths are fired red or yellowish.

In this layer, in building №2, a zoomorphic clay 
figurine (a bull) was found – that of a bull (Pl. 166

2
; 

Fig. 147).

Metal

Only one metal item was found in this layer, 
namely, a bronze dagger. It is 21 cm long, flat, shaft-
ed, heavily corroded. The dagger was found in build-
ing №1 (Pl. 163

5
; Fig. 140). The dagger was made 

from a copper-arsenic alloy (Cu: 94,0 ± 0,3%; As: 5,2± 
0,08%; Fe: 0,70 ± 0,06%, Sb: 0,10 ± 0,05% ).

Stone items

The stone industry appears to be quite advanced. 
Low-grade brownish flint was used for production 
of tools and weapons, from which sickle inserts and 
arrowheads ware also made. The sickle inserts are 
trapezoidal in shape and are distinguished by their 
large size (6×3 cm). They are produced by retouches 
on both sides. The edges show traces of works done. 
Each sickle consisted of three or four such inlays (Pl. 
166

5
; Fig. 147). The large size of the sickle inserts is 

characteristic of the archaeological sites of Shida 
Kartli (Inner Kartli).

Two flint shafted arrowheads were found in build-
ing №1 of this layer (Pl. 163

7
; Fig. 140).

In addition to the above-mentioned, there were 
found the boat-shaped upper stones and large low-
er stones of the usual type of hand grinder, pestle 
stones, spheroidal grinding stones, etc.

Bone items

In the building N 1 of layer B
2
 one bone arrow-

head was found. It is biconical, with a long (8 cm), 
round shaped blade and surface and a tang (Pl. 163

6
; 

Fig. 141).

Layer B
3
.

This layer was attested in the 41st, 42nd, 66th, 
67th squares. The remains of a rectangular building 
(5.5×5.5 m) with rounded corners were excavated. 
The remains of the western, northern and eastern 
walls were preserved (Pl. 140). The walls are 20 cm  
thick. The western wall was accompanied by an ele-
vation (width 60 cm, height 7 cm). The elevation was 
completely covered with pottery shards (Fig. 111). 
The floor of the building was plastered with clay. To 
the east of the elevation, at a distance of 1.3 m, the 
pit of a central pole was revealed. It is rectangular in 
shape (45×25 cm), 60 cm deep. The building was not 
burnt.

Layer B
3
 also includes the fragment of the floor 

recorded in the 89th square and the stationary hearth 
placed in it, which is heavily damaged by later pits. 
The hearth is 70 cm in diameter, without a protru-
sion, with an unusually wide, 9 cm daubed curb. The 
border was decorated with deep relief grooves. It 
was painted red (Pl. 171

8
; Fig. 153).
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Pottery

The pottery from the layer B
3
 is scanty and frag-

mentary. This is explained by the fact that the men-
tioned layer is traced over a relatively small area and 
that it is badly damaged. Despite the scantiness, the 
material is quite diverse. The clay vessels are of rela-
tively average size. They appear to be of highly dif-
ferentiated forms. There are found graphically orna-
mented shards and also one painted pottery sherd. 
Black, brown or grey fired pieces with pink or grey 
linings prevail. The vessels are handmade, made of 
pure clay. It is distinguished by medium-thickness or 
thin walls and by the symmetry of forms.

Pitcher-shaped jar type vessels are represented 
by sherds with handles, as well as fragments of bot-
toms. The handles have meniscus-like holes, sphe-
roidal and upraised handles (Pl. 170

3
), and bases (Pl. 

171
7
). This type of pottery is fired black, well-pol-

ished, with a pink lining.
The pots with a narrow neck are represented by 

a neck fragment with traces of painting on the neck 
(Pl. 171

2
; Fig. 153). The vessel itself was fired in grey-

ish-dark grey colour. A stripe of black paint encircled 
the base of the neck. The same goes well for a pot 
with spheroidal upraised handle fragment (Fig. 153) 
with a meniscus-shaped hole, which has a groove 
from the top of the handle. This groove encircled the 
entire vessel.

Two-handled and one-handled wide mouthed 
large pots and one-handled small cooking-pots 
are represented by handle fragments (Pl. 170). The 
vessels are fired brown or pink on a well-polished, 
light-coloured lining. Jagged backed handles are at-
tached to the mouth and shoulder.

The three-part-body vessels are represented with 
medium-sized pots and drinking cups. Two of them 
are fired black and well-polished. One fragment (Pl. 
170

6
. Fig. 152) is fired brown, on a pink lining, and it 

is decorated with a graphic ornament. The ornament 
is made with clearly drawn, rather deep, free lines. 
On the body of the vessel, triangles are formed of 
three-striped lines, in which graphic signs are drawn 

in. This fragment is analogous to the jug found in 
layer B

2
 (Pl. 160

2
), which is adorned with the same 

ornament. 
The tub-type vessel is represented by a fragment 

of the three-branched handle (Pl. 170
4
).

The bowls are represented by pink or grey fired 
fragments.

The drinking cups (Pl. 171
3
) are sharply moulded, 

wide-mouthed, with an extended neck, a conical 
bottom, and twisted base. It is shaped awkwardly 
with an uneven thickness. The surface of the drink-
ing cups are specially polished, while the inside is 
awkwardly and hurriedly evened out. One cup (Pl. 
171

4
) stands out from typical drinking cups with a 

flat bottom and a single handle. It is a small mug.
In the discussed layer fragments of small-sized 

and thin-walled vessels were found. They have no 
lining. These sherds are fired black and specially pol-
ished. These fragments are very clean and delicately 
engraved, ornamented with incised lines. There were 
evidenced simple, dotted-lines, two- or three-striped 
dotted lines, or rhombs composed of the combina-
tion of two such dotted lines (Fig. 152). More com-
plicated compositions are also evidenced (Pl. 170

1
).

The pottery is represented by a fragment of a 
round lid (Pl. 171

1
), too. It is black-polished, with pink 

lining, and a central depression. It has a spiky edge. 
Noteworthy is a red-fired fragment of a movable 
hearth with a lug (Pl. 171

6
).

The B
3
 layer lies directly atop the layer of fossilised 

humus. It is 15-20 cm thick. It is the oldest layer of 
Tsikhiagora, heavily damaged by buildings of layer 
B

2
, because clay squares, which sunk to the humus, 

have been prepared as foundation for the large 
building of this layer [19, pp. 8-43].

The layer of the Early Bronze Age  was extended 
over the entire area of the hill and was damaged by 
the pits of the upper layers and during the insertion 
of pitchers, so the material of this period  were found 
out of context in the upper layers (Pl. 172; Fig. 154). 
Different types of stands deserve attention (Pl. 173; 
Fig. 155).
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1. Map

2. Tsikhiagora. Situational plan.

3. Tsikhiagora. Situational plan.

4. Tsikhiagora. Topographic plan.

5. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Plan of the tem-
ple complex.

6. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Plan of the tem-
ple complex.

7. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Transverse sec-
tions.

8. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Plan of the tem-
ple complex.

9. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Transverse sec-
tions.

10. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Temple, axo-
nometry.

11. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Temple, Room #10.

12. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Granary. Plan 
and section.

13. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Tower. Plan and 
transverse section.

14. Tsikhiagora Hellenistic period. Three-room 
structure. Plan and transverse section.

15. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Cellar. Plan and 
transverse section.

16. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Cellar, altars. 
Plan and transverse section.

17. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Mill and Room 
#15. Plan and transverse section.

18. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Grinding room. 
Plan and transverse section.

19. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Room N#15. 
Plan and transverse section.

20. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Dining room. 
Plan and transverse section.

21. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Refectory and 
bakery. Plan.

22. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Refectory, ter-
race and large yard. Plan.

23. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Refectory area. 
Terrace, lower Hellenistic levels. Plan.

24. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Refectory area. 
Terrace, lower Hellenistic levels. Transverse sec-
tions.

25. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Plan of the tem-
ple complex.

26. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Terrace, yard 
and “gate”. plan.

27. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. “Gate”, plan  and 
section.

28. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Large yard and 
“gate”. Plan and transverse section.

29. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Sector XXI. Level 
I, pottery.

30. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Sector XXI. Level 
I, ceramic.

31. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Sector XXI. Level 
I, pottery.

32. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Sector XXVI. sq. 
589, Level I, burial, 1. Pottery, 2. Iron bracelet. 
Level II, ceramics.

33. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Sector XXVI. 
1-10. Level II, ceramics. 11-17. Level I. 18-26. 
Level II.

34. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. 1-4. Descending 
burial near the west door of the temple yard. 
5. Descending in sector XXI, by the border of 
squares 589-588, ceramics 6-8. Chamber №17, 
pottery and bronze ring. 9-18. Chamber №16 
(room with hand grinders), pottery.

35. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Sector XXVI. 
Level II, pottery.

36. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Sector XX, Level 
II, pottery.

37. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Sector XXVI. 1-5. 
Level I, ceramics. 6-11. Temple courtyard, pot-
tery.12-17. Level II, pottery.

38. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Sector XXVI. 
Level II, pottery.

DDDESCRIPTION OF PLATES
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39. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. 1,4,5,6. The up-
per layer of the bakery, level I, pottery.2-3. Bak-
ery, pottery.

40. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. 1-3. Pit #5, ce-
ramics. 4-5. Pit #1, ceramics. 6-9. Pit #2, ceram-
ics. 10-16. Pit #4, 10-14. ceramics. 15-16. Bone 
plates with scratched images.

41. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period.  Chamber #17, 
pottery.

42. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period.  Chambers 
18,19. Pottery. 

43. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Chambers 18,19. 
Pottery.

44. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. 1. Temple 
courtyard, pottery. 2-15. Chambers 18,19. pot-
tery.

45. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. 1. Temple, Room 
#1, Clay Altar. 2-9. Letters on tiles.

46. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Chamber#1. 
Pottery.

47. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Temple, Cham-
ber #2, Clay discs with a cross.

48. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Temple, Cham-
ber #2, pottery.

49. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Temple, Cham-
ber #2, pottery.

50. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Inner courtyard 
of the temple, 1,3-7. Pottery. 2. Iron knife.

51. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Inner courtyard 
of the temple, pottery.

52. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Room #10, I, 
3-15 pottery. 2. I.  tower.

53. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Room #10, 1-13. 
pottery.14. Bone pendant.

54. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Room #10, 1-6. 
pottery.7. Iron nails. 8. Iron ladle

55. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. #2 Tower, 1-7. 
pottery. 8. Iron nail.

56. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. #2 tower, pot-
tery.

57. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. #2 tower, pot-
tery.

58. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. #2 tower, pot-
tery.

59. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Chamber #21, 
pottery.

60. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Chamber #21, 
pottery.

61. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Chamber #21, 
pottery.

62. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Chamber #22, 
pottery.

63. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Granary, pot-
tery.

64. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Granary, pot-
tery.

65. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Granary, pot-
tery.

66. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Granary,  pot-
tery. 

67. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. The corridor be-
tween the cellar and the three-room structure, 
pottery.

68. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. cellar, pitchers.

69. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Cellar, 1. pitch-
er-shaped jar 2. large clay bowl - Taghar.

70. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Cellar, pottery.

71. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Cellar, pottery. 

72. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Cellar, 1-7, 9-14. 
pottery. 8. Iron knife.

73. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Cellar, pottery.

74. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. The outer court-
yard of the temple, pottery.

75. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. The outer court-
yard of the temple. 1-12, ceramics. 13-21,23,24. 
pottery. 22. Bronze stem. 25-26. Stone mortar.

76. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. 1-4. Refectory 
layer, pottery.5-20. level IV under the refectory 
floor, ceramics.

77. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. 1-5. Level III, 
pottery. 6. Pit №4, pottery

78. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. 1-5. Pit №2, pot-
tery. 6-7. Pit №3. pottery. 8-10. Pit №1, pottery.

79. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Pottery found in 
the pithos.

80. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Pit №1/99, pot-
tery.

81. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Pit №1/99, pot-
tery.

82. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Pit №1/99, pot-
tery.
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83. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Level IV, pottery.

84. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Level IV, pottery.

85. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Level IV, pottery.

86. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Stepped room, 
pottery.

87. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Stepped room, 
pottery.

88. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Stepped room, 
pottery.

89. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Stepped room, 
ceramics.

90. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Stepped Room, 
Ryton.

91. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Imprints from 
the temple complex.

92. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Imprints from 
the temple complex.

93. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Imprints from 
the temple complex.

94. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Imprints from 
the temple complex.

95. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. 1. Cellar, Bulla. 2. 
Grinding room, bronze stamp.

96. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. Capital, draw-
ing.

97. Tsikhiagora. Hellenistic period. 1. Capital. 2-3. 
tiles. 4. Signs on tiles.

98. Burial of “Sakaraulo Seri”. Hellenistic period. A 
luxurious burial inventory.

99. Burial of “Sakaraulo Seri”. Hellenistic period. A 
luxurious burial inventory.

100. Tsikhiagora. Temple complex of the Hellenistic 
period. Shaded squares indicate the remains of 
the Achaemenid period layer.

101. Tsikhiagora. The courtyard and terrace of the 
temple complex. Plan and transverse section of 
Hellenistic period layers and Achaemenid peri-
od stone paving.

102. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. Plan and 
transverse section.

103. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. Granary 
Front Yard A Level, pottery.

104. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. Granary 
Front Yard, Level B, pottery.

105. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. The front 

yard of the granary. 1-7. C level, pottery. 8-9. sq. 
66, Level B, pottery. 10-13. sq. 614-615, Level B, 
pottery.

106. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. Under 
the refectory, level B, pottery.

107. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. sq. 147-
148, Level B, Pitchers.

108. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. 1-8. sq. 
91, C level, pottery 9-13. sq. 42, C level, pottery.

109. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. sq. 147-
148, Level B, pottery.

110. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. 1. Sq. 
115, C level, pottery.2-6. sq. 92, pottery. 7-8. sq. 
67, pottery.9. Pit №1, Level B, pottery.10-12. Pit 
№2, C level, pottery. 13-14. Pit №3, pottery.

111. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. sq. 142-
143, pottery.

112. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. Pit №7, 
Level B. 1-10. Pottery., 12. Bone arrowhead. 13-
17. Pit №8, pottery.

113. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. Pit №9, 
pottery.

114. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. 1-7. Pit 
№10, ceramics. 8-12. Pit №11, pottery.

115. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. 1-5. Pit 
№4, ceramics. 6-8. Pit №5, C level, ceramics. 
9-11. Pit #6, C level, pottery.

116. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. Pit №15, 
Level B, pottery.

117. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. 1-2. Pit 
№12, ceramics. 3. Pit №13, Level B, ceramics. 
4-11. Pit №14, C level, pottery.

118. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period  layer. sq. 90-
92, 115-166. Cobblestone plaza, 1-5. pottery. 
6-7. Bronze arrowheads.

119. Tsikhiagora. Achaemenid period layer. Frag-
ment of the stone base (reconstruction by G. 
Kipiani).

120. Tsikhiagora. Late Bronze Age. Chamber plan 
and transverse section.

121. Tsikhiagora. Late Bronze Age layer. plan.

122. Tsikhiagora. Late Bronze Age, pottery.

123. Tsikhiagora. Late Bronze Age, pottery.

124. Tsikhiagora. Late Bronze Age, pottery.

125. Tsikhiagora. Late Bronze Age, pottery.

126. Tsikhiagora. Late Bronze Age, pottery.
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127. Tsikhiagora. Late Bronze Age, pottery.

128. Tsikhiagora. Late Bronze Age. 1, 2. Zoomorphic 
clay figurines. 3. Fragment of a bronze knife. 
4-5. Bronze brooches. 6. Level II, pottery.

129. Tsikhiagora. Middle Bronze Age layer. Plan

130. Tsikhiagora. Middle Bronze Age layer. Kurgan 
№1, plan and section.

131. Tsikhiagora. Middle Bronze Age layer. Kur-
gan№2, plan and section.

132. Tsikhiagora. Stratigraphic section.

133. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age. Level A, Plan.

134. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age. Level A, Plan.

135. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age. B1 layer. Plan.

136. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age. B2 layer. Struc-
ture №1. Plan.

137. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age. B2 layer. Plan.

138. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age. B2 layer. Struc-
ture №1. Plan.

139. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age. B2 layer. Struc-
ture №2. Plan.

140. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age. B3 layer. Plan.

141. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Level A, Pits 
№11,18,69,19,15,68,4,79,5, pottery.

142. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Level A, Pit №81, 
pottery.

143. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Level A, Pit №81, 
pottery.

144. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Level A, Pit №81, 
pottery.

145. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Level A, Pit №78, 
pottery.

146. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Level A, Pit №78, 
pottery.

147. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Level A, Pit №77, 
1. Anthropomorphic figurine, clay. 2-13. Pottery. 

148. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Level A, pottery.

149. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Level A, 1-14.  
pottery.15. Bone kneecap fragment

150. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Level A, 1-20. 
pottery. 21. Fragment of an axe mold, clay. 22. 
Wheel model, clay.

151. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Level A, Pottery.

152. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer A1, frag-
ments of the stationary hearth with “eye” pro-
trusions.

153. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B1, pottery.

154. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B1, pottery.

155. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B1, pottery.

156. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age layer, layer B1, 1. 
Fragments of hearths, clay. 2. Stand, clay.

157. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Layer B1, Pit№17, 
pottery.

158. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Layer B1, Pit №17, 
pottery.

159. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, Layer B1, Pit 
№17, 1-5. pottery.6. Bone and flint tools. 7. 
Stone tools.

160. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B2, struc-
ture №1. pottery.

161. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B2, struc-
ture №1. pottery.

162. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B2, struc-
ture №1. pottery.

163. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B2, struc-
ture №1. 1-4. pottery.5. Bronze dagger. 6. Bone 
arrowhead. 7. Flint arrowheads. 8. Flint sickle 
inlays.

164. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B2, struc-
ture №1. 1,3. Pottery. 2. Pan-shaped dishes, 4. 
Stationary hearths.

165. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B2, struc-
ture №2. pottery.

166. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B2, struc-
ture #2. 1,3. pottery. 2. Figure of a bull, clay. 4. 
Fragments of the portable hearth. 5.  Sickle in-
serts.

167. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B2, pottery.

168. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B2, pottery.

169. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B2, pottery.

170. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B3, pottery.

171. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age, layer B3, 1-7. pot-
tery. 8. Stationary hearth.

172. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age layer, level A, pot-
tery (no context).

173. Tsikhiagora. Early Bronze Age layer, stands and 
wheel model, clay (no context).
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1. ruqa
2. cixiagora. situaciuri gegma.
3. cixiagora. situaciuri gegma.
4. cixiagora. topogegma.
5. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. sataZro 

kompleqsis gegma.
6. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. sataZro 

kompleqsis gegma.
7. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. Wrilebi.
8. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. sataZro 

kompleqsis gegma.
9. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. Wrilebi.
10. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. taZari, aq-

sionometria.
11. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. taZari, 

oTaxi #10.
12. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. beReli. ge-

gma da Wrili.
13. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. koSki. gegma 

da Wrili.
14. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. samoTaxiani 

nageboba. gegma da Wrili.
15. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. marani. geg-

ma da Wrili.
16. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. marani, 

sakurTxevlebi. gegma da Wrili.
17. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. wisqvili da 

oTaxi #15. gegma da Wrili.
18. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. safqveli 

oTaxi. gegma da Wrili.
19. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. oTaxi N#15. 

gegma da Wrili.
20. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. satrapezo. 

gegma da Wrili.
21. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. satrapezo 

da saTone. gegma.
22. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. satrapezo, 

terasa da didi ezo. gegma.
23. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. satrapezos 

ubani. terasa, qveda elinisturi xanis 
doneebi. gegma.

24. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. satrapezos 
ubani. terasa, qveda elinisturi xanis 
doneebi. Wrilebi.

25. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. sataZro 
kompleqsis gegma.

26. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. terasa, ezo 
da `karibWe”. gegma.

27. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. `karibWe”, 
gegma da Wrili.

28. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. didi ezo da 
`karibWe”. gegma da Wrili.

29. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. seqtori XXI. 
I done, keramika.

30. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. seqtori XXI. 
I done, keramika.

31. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. seqtori XXI. 
I done, keramika.

32. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. seqtori 
XXVI. kv. 589, I done, samarxi, 1.

 
keramika, 2. 

rkinis samajuri. II done, keramika. 
33. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. seqtori 

XXVI. 1-10. II done, keramika. 11-17. I done. 
18-26. II done. 

34. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. 1-4. CaSve-
buli samarxi taZris ezos dasavleT 
karebTan. 5. CaSvebuli samarxi XXI se-
qtorSi, 589-588 kvadratebis sazRvar-
Tan, keramika 6-8. saTavso #17, keramika 
da brinjaos rgoli. 9-18. saTavso #16 
(xelsafqvavebiani oTaxi), keramika.

35. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. seqtori 
XXVI. II done, keramika. 

36. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. seqtori XX, 
II done, keramika. 

37. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. seqtori 
XXVI. 1-5. I done, keramika. 6-11. taZris 
ezo, keramika. 12-17. II done, keramika.

38. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. seqtori 
XXVI. II done, keramika. 

39. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. 1,4,5,6. sa-
Tonis zeda fena, I done, keramika. 2-3. sa-
Tone, keramika. 

40. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. 1-3. ormo 
#5, keramika. 4-5. ormo #1, keramika. 6-9. 
ormo #2, keramika. 10-16. ormo #4, 10-14. 
keramika. 15-16. Zvlis firfitebi amokaw-
ruli gamosaxulebebiT. 

ტაბულების აღწერილობატაბულების აღწერილობა
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41. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. saTavso 
#17, keramika. 

42. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. saTavsoebi 
18,19. keramika.

43. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. saTavsoebi 
18,19. keramika.

44. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. 1. taZris 
ezo, keramika. 2-15. saTavsoebi 18,19. 
keramika. 

45. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. 1. taZari, 
saTavso nomeri #1, Tixis sakurTxeveli. 
2-9. aso-niSnebi kramitebze. 

46. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. taZari. saT-
avso #1. keramika. 

47. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. taZari, sa-
Tavso #2, Tixis diskoebi jvris gamosax-
ulebiT. 

48. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. taZari, saT-
avso #2, keramika.

49. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. taZari, saT-
avso #2, keramika. 

50. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. taZris Sida 
ezo, 1,3-7. keramika, 2. rkinis dana. 

51. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. taZris Sida 
ezo, keramika. 

52. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. oTaxi #10, I, 
3-15 keramika. 2. I koSki.

53. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. oTaxi #10, 
1-13. keramika. 14. Zvlis sakidi. 

54. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. oTaxi #10, 
1-6. keramika. 7. rkinis lursmnebi. 8. rki-
nis CamCa. 

55. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. #2 koSki, 
1-7. keramika. 8. rkinis lursmani.

56. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. #2 koSki, 
keramika. 

57. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. #2 koSki, 
keramika.

58. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. #2 koSki, 
keramika. 

59. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. saTavso 
#21, keramika. 

60. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. saTavso 
#21, keramika.

61. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. saTavso 
#21, keramika. 

62. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. saTavso 
#22, keramika. 

63. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. beReli, 
keramika. 

64. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. beReli, 
keramika.

65. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. beReli, 
keramika. 

66. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. beReli, 
keramika. 

67. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. maransa da 
samoTaxian nagebobas Soris derefani, 
keramika. 

68. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. marani, 
qvevrebi.

69. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. marani, 1. 
dergi, 2. TaRari.

70. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. marani, 
keramika. 

71. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. marani, 
keramika. 

72. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. marani, 1-7, 
9-14. keramika. 8. rkinis dana.

73. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. marani, 
keramika. 

74. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. taZris gare 
ezo, keramika. 

75. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. taZris gare 
ezo. 1-12, keramika. 13-21,23,24. keramika. 
22. brinjaos Reraki. 25-26. qvis rodini.

76. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. 1-4. satrap-
ezos fena, keramika. 5-20. satrapezos ia-
takis qveS, IV done, keramika. 

77. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. 1-5. III done, 
keramika. 6. ormo #4, keramika. 

78. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. 1-5. ormo 
#2, keramika. 6-7. ormo #3. keramika. 8-10. 
ormo #1, keramika. 

79. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. qvevrSi aR-
moCenili keramika. 

80. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. ormo #1/99, 
keramika. 

81. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. ormo #1/99, 
keramika.

82. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. ormo #1/99, 
keramika.

83. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. IV done, 
keramika. 

84. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. IV done, 
keramika. 

85. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. IV done, 
keramika.

86. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. safexure-
biani oTaxi, keramika. 
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87. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. safexure-
biani oTaxi, keramika.

88. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. safexure-
biani oTaxi, keramika.

89. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. safexure-
biani oTaxi, keramika. 

90. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. safexure-
biani oTaxi, ritoni. 

91. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. anabeWdebi 
sataZro kompleqsidan.

92. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. anabeWdebi 
sataZro kompleqsidan.

93. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. anabeWdebi 
sataZro kompleqsidan. 

94. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. anabeWdebi 
sataZro kompleqsidan. 

95. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. 1. marani, 
bula. 2. safqveli oTaxi, brinjaos sabe-
Wdavi. 

96. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. kapiteli, 
naxazi.

97. cixiagora. elinisturi xana. 1. kapiteli. 
2-3. kramitebi. 4. niSnebi kramitebze. 

98. `sayaraulo seris~ samarovani. elinis-
turi xana. mdidruli samarxis inventari. 

99. `sayaraulo seris~ samarovani. elinis-
turi xana. mdidruli samarxis inventari.

100. cixiagora. elinisturi xanis sataZro 
kompleqsi. gamuqebuli kvadratebiT aR-
niSnulia aqemeniduri xanis fenis naSTe-
bi.

101. cixiagora. sataZro kompleqsis ezo da 
terasa. elinisturi xanis fenebis da 
aqemeniduri xanis qvafenilis gegma da 
Wrili. 

102. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. gegma 
da Wrili.

103. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. beR-
lis wina ezo A done, keramika.

104. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. beR-
lis wina ezo, B done, keramika.

105. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. beR-
lis wina ezo. 1-7. C done, keramika. 8-9. 
kv. 66, B done, keramika. 10-13. kv. 614-615, B 
done, keramika.

106. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. sa-
trapezos qveS, B done, keramika.

107. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. kv. 
147-148, B done, qvevrebi.

108. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. 1-8. 

kv. 91, C done, keramika. 9-13. kv. 42, C done, 
keramika.

109. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. kv. 
147-148, B done, keramika.

110. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. 1. 
kv.115, C done, keramika. 2-6. kv. 92, kerami-
ka. 7-8. kv. 67, keramika. 9. ormo #1, B done, 
keramika. 10-12. ormo #2, C done, kerami-
ka. 13-14. ormo #3, keramika.

111. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. kv. 
142-143, keramika.

112. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. ormo 
#7, B done. 1-10. keramika, 12. Zvlis isri-
spiri. 13-17. ormo #8, keramika. 

113. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. ormo 
#9, keramika.

114. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. 1-7. 
ormo #10, keramika. 8-12. ormo #11, kera-
mika. 

115. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. 1-5. 
ormo #4, keramika. 6-8. ormo #5, C done, 
keramika. 9-11. ormo #6, C done, keramika.

116. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. ormo 
#15, B done, keramika. 

117. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. 1-2. 
ormo #12, keramika. 3. ormo #13, B done, 
keramika. 4-11. ormo #14, C done, keramika.

118. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. kv. 90-
92, 115-166. riyis qvis moedani, 1-5. kerami-
ka. 6-7. brinjaos isrispirebi. 

119. cixiagora. aqemeniduri xanis fena. qvis 
bazisis fragmenti (rekonstruqcia g. 
yifianis). 

120. cixiagora. gvianbrinjaos xana. saTavsos 
gegma da Wrili.

121. cixiagora. gvianbrinjaos xanis fena. ge-
gma.

122. cixiagora. gvianbrinjaos xana, keramika. 
123. cixiagora. gvianbrinjaos xana, keramika. 
124. cixiagora. gvianbrinjaos xana, keramika.
125. cixiagora. gvianbrinjaos xana, keramika. 
126. cixiagora. gvianbrinjaos xana, keramika. 
127. cixiagora. gvianbrinjaos xana, keramika. 
128. cixiagora. gvianbrinjaos xana. 1,2. zoo-

morfuli Tixis figurebi. 3. brinjaos 
danis fragmenti. 4-5. brinjaos sakinZebi. 
6. II donis keramika. 

129. cixiagora. Suabrinjas xanis fena. gegma.
130. cixiagora. Suabrinjas xanis fena. yor-

Rani #1, gegma da Wrili. 
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131. cixiagora. Suabrinjas xanis fena. yor-
Rani #2, gegma da Wrili.

132. cixiagora. stratigrafiuli Wrili. 
133. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana. A done, 

gegma. 
134. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana. A done, 

gegma.
135. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana. B1 fena. 

gegma. 
136. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana. B2 fena. 

nageboba #1. gegma. 
137. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana. B2 fena. 

gegma.
138. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana. B2 fena. 

nageboba #1. gegma.
139. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana. B2 fena. 

nageboba #2. gegma.
140. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana. B3 fena. 

gegma.
141. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, A done, 

ormoebi #11,18,69,19,15,68,4,79,5, kerami-
ka.

142. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, A done, 
ormo #81, keramika.

143. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, A done, 
ormo #81, keramika.

144. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, A done, 
ormo #81, keramika.

145. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, A done, 
ormo #78, keramika.

146. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, A done, 
ormo #78, keramika.

147. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, A done, 
ormo #77, 1. anTropomorfuli figura, 
keramika. 2-13. keramika. 

148. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, A done, 
keramika.

149. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, A done, 
1-14. keramika. 15. Zvlis kviristavis 
fragmenti, 16. rqis natexi. 

150. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, A done, 
1-20. keramika. 21. culis yalibis frag-
menti, Tixa. 22. borblis modeli, Tixa.

151. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, A done, 
keramika.

152. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, A1 fena, 
stacionaluri keris fragmentebi 
`Tvalebiani~ SverilebiT. 

153. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B1 fena, 
keramika. 

154. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B1 fena, 
keramika.

155. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B1 fena, 
keramika.

156. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xanis fena, B1 
fena, 1. kerebis fragmentebi, Tixa. 2. sad-
gari, Tixa. 

157. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B1 fena, 
ormo #17, keramika. 

158. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B1 fena, 
ormo #17, keramika.

159. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B1 fena, 
ormo #17, 1-5. keramika. 6. Zvlis da kaJis 
iaraRebi. 7. qvis iaraRebi. 

160. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B2 fena, 
nageboba #1. keramika.

161. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B2 fena, 
nageboba #1. keramika.

162. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B2 fena, 
nageboba #1. keramika.

163. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B2 fena, 
nageboba #1. 1-4. keramika. 5. brinjaos 
satevari. 6. Zvlis isrispiri. 7. kaJis 
isrispirebi. 8. kaJis namglis CasarTebi. 

164. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B2 fena, 
nageboba #1. 1,3. keramika. 2. tafisebu-
ri WurWeli, keramika. 4. stacionaruli 
kera. 

165. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B2 fena, 
nageboba #2. keramika.

166. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B2 fena, 
nageboba #2. 1,3. keramika. 2. xaris figu-
ra, Tixa. 4. gadasatani kerebis fragmen-
tebi. 5. namglis CasarTebi. 

167. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B2 fena, 
keramika. 

168. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B2 fena, 
keramika.

169. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B2 fena, 
keramika.

170. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B3 fena, 
keramika.

171. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xana, B3 fena, 
1-7. keramika. 8. stacionaruli kera.

172. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xanis fena, A 
done, keramika (ukonteqsto).

173. cixiagora. adrebrinjaos xanis fena, 
sadgrebi da borblis modeli, Tixa 
(ukonteqsto). 
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mravalfeniani Zeglis cixiagoras  

kulturul-qronologiuri problemebi

cixiagoris kulturuli fenebis Seswavlam aCvena, rom am Zeglze fiqsirdeba arqeologiu-
ri masalebi adrebrinjaos xanidan moyolebuli elinisturi xanis CaTvliT. 

aRmosavleT saqarTvelos teritoriaze, dRes miRebuli am periodis kulturul-qro-

nologiuri zogadi sqema:

1. adrebrinjaos xana, Zv.w. IV aTasw. meore naxevari – III aTaswleuli. 

mtkvar-araqsis kultura, Zv.w. IV aTasw. meore naxevari – III aTasw. pirveli naxe-
vari. adreuli yorRanebis kultura/martyofi, bedeni, Zv.w. III aTasw. meore naxe-
vari.

2. Suabrinjaos xana, Zv.w. II aTasw. pirveli naxevari. 

TrialeTis kultura. 

3. gvianbrinjao-adrerkinis xana, Zv.w. II aTasw. meore naxevari – Zv.w. 7 saukune.

lWaSen-wiTelgorebis, samTavros da sxv. kulturebi.

4. adreantikuri/aqemeniduri xana, Zv.w. 6-4 saukuneebi. 

5. elinisturi/postaqemeniduri xana, Zv.w. 3-1 saukuneebi.

qarTlis/iberiis samefos Camoyalibebis epoqa. 

epoqebis mixedviT cixiagoris masalebis publikaciiT, vecdebiT gavarkvioT am Zeglis 
mniSvneloba, axali monacemebis Suqze davazustoT qronologia da SevexoT zogierT prob-
lemebs, romelic aqtualuria qarTul arqeologiaSi. 
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adrebrinjaos xana

Zv. w. 4 aTaswleulis meore naxevarSi - 
me-3 aTaswleulSi samxreT kavkasiaSi, aR-
mosavleT anatoliaSi, Crdilo-dasavleT 
iranSi, Crdilo kavkasiis aRmosavleT-
Si, gavrcelebulia mtkvar-araqsis, anu 
transkavkasiuri arqeologiuri kultura. 
adrebrinjaos xanis mtkvar-araqsis kul-
turas ganixilaven rogorc erTian kul-
turul-istoriul movlenas, magram Tavisi 
lokaluri TaviseburebebiT. gansxvaveba 
lokalur variantebs Soris gamoixata na-
mosaxlarebis topografiaSi, nagebobebis 
arqiteqturaSi da mSeneblobis teqnikaSi, 
materialuri kulturis zogierT elemen-
tSi da sxv [50; 72; 75; 82; 105; 107].

Zv. w. 3 aTaswleulis SuaxanebSi, samxreT 
kavkasiaSi, kerZod ki, aRmosavleT saqarT-
veloSi, irRveva mtkvar-araqsis kulturis 
stabiluri xasiaTi, rac, sxva mizezebTan 
erTad, gamowveuli unda yofiliyo aq axali, 
Crdilouri da samxreTuli, elementebis 
gamoCeniT. am dros vrceldeba dakrZalvis 
axali wesi - grandiozuli yorRanuli in-
dividualuri samarxebi, micvalebulisT-
vis etlis Cataneba, igrZnoba didi Zvrebi 
socialur urTierTobaSi da sxv. adreul 
yorRanebSi or jgufs gamoyofen „marty-
ofis“ da „bedenis“. mtkvar-araqsis kultu-
ras da adreul yorRanebs ganixilaven ro-
gorc erTmaneTis momdevno etapebs, Tanac 
yorRanebSi, bedenur jgufs ufro mogvian-
od miiCneven [51; 52; 107]. etapobrivad gan-
viTarebis es sqema misaRebia, magram urT-
ierTmimarTeba mtkvar-araqsis kulturis 
Zeglebisa yorRanul ZeglebTan da TviT 
adreul yorRanebs Soris, ufro rTul su-
raTs gviCvenebs, rac aisaxa mtkvar-araqsis 
kulturis stratificirebuli namosax-
larebis, maT Soris cixiagoris, gviandeli 
etapis samSeneblo fenebis masalebSi [19].

cixiagoris zemoaRwerili masala, zogi-
erTi ganzogadebis saSualebas iZleva na-
mosaxlaris cxovrebis Sesaxeb. adrebrin-
jaos xanis B da A doneebi, Tavisi 5 nasax-
lari feniT, rogorc qvemoT SevecdebiT 
naTelvyoT, Sida qarTlSi mtkvar–araqsis 
kulturis erTgvari ganviTarebis maCven-

ebelia. miuxedavad imisa, rom B da A do-
neebs Soris sxvaoba arsebobs, isini erT, 
mtkvar-araqsis kulturas miekuTvnebian da 
zogadad namosaxlaris cxovrebis sxvadasx-
va safexuris Sesaxeb SeiZleba msjeloba. am 
gziT SevecdebiT gavarkvioT nasaxlaris 
cxovrebis yvelaze metad tipiuri Tavise-
burebani da ganviTarebis saerTo suraTi. 
magram, amasTan erTad, gasaTvaliswinebe-
lia, rom es msjeloba emyareba naklovan ma-
salas, vinaidan gaTxrilia Zeglis mxolod 
mcire nawili, daaxloebiT erTi meaTedi.

***

cixiagoris nasaxlari gaSenebulia sa-
gangebod SerCeul bunebriv borcvze, meur-
neobis ganviTarebis TvalsazrisiT, xel-
sayrel adgilas. borcvis mTel farTobze 
dadasturda mtkvar-araqsis kulturis fe-
nis arseboba. Seswavlilia SedarebiT mcire 
farTobi – 300 kv.m borcvis samxreT-dasav-
leT nawilSi, sadac xuTi nasaxlari fena 
dadasturda, rac ar gamoricxavs Sesa-
Zleblobas, borcvis sxva nawilebSi ufro 
adreuli nasaxlari fenebis arsebobisa, Tu 
igi erTdroulad ar iyo dasaxlebuli.

rac Seexeba xuT Seswavlil nasaxlar fe-
nas, isini, B

2
 fenis garda, sakmaod mwir in-

foracias gvaZleven Senobebis tipebsa da 
dagegmarebis principebze. miuxedavad ami-
sa, kargad Cans, rom nasaxlari fenebis Se-
nobebi, Tavisi gegmarebiT, arc erT SemTx-
vevaSi ar imeoreben sxva fenebis Senobebis 
gegmarebas, e.i. xuTive fenaSi nasaxlaris 
gegmareba icvleboda. 

icvleba agreTve mSeneblobis teqnika, 
qveda, B

3
 da B

2
 fenebis Senobebi sarlastiT 

aris nagebi da ormxriv Selesilia TixiT. B
1
 

fenaSi Senobis kedlebi nagebia riyis qviT 
da aliziT, xolo A

2
 da A

1
 fenebis Senobebi 

warmodgenilia Tixatkepnili iatakebiT da 
A

1
 fenaSi Tixatkepnili kedlis fragmentiT.
sarlastiT, ormxriv Selesili TixiT, 

Senobebis kedlebis ageba, rac cixiagoris 
B

3
 da B

2
 fenebisaTvis aris damaxasiaTebe-

li, Sida qarTlis regionSi mtkvar-araqsis 
kulturis ZiriTadi samSeneblo tradiciaa 
[64, gv. 113-149], xizanaanT goris D donisT-
vis ukve damaxasiaTebelia mrgvali formis 
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Senobebi, wnuli, TixiT Selesili kedlebiT, 
brtyeli, banuri gadaxurviT [14, gv. 44]. 
zeda C da B doneebisTvis damaxasiaTebeli 
Senoba gansxvavebuli tipisaa, igi mogrZoa, 
kuTxeebmomrgvalebuli, ormxrivSelesi-
li TixiT, mownuli kedlebiT, brtyeli, ba-
nuri gadaxurviT. am saxis Senoba, rogorc 
Cans, Sida qarTlSi mtkvar-araqsis kul-
turis ganviTarebuli safexuris garkveul 
stadiaze Cndeba da amieridan aq igi nagebo-
bis wamyvani tipi xdeba [50, gv. 97]. xizanaanT 
goraze TiTqos SeiniSneba kidev am tipis Se-
nobis Camoyalibebis procesi [14, gv. 46].

Sida qarTlis namosaxlarebis, gansa-
kuTrebiT kargad Seswavlili qvacxelebis 
nasaxlaris C da B doneebis, fenebSi gaTx-
rili Senobebi [46, tab. VI-XXII] savsebiT Cam-
oyalibebuli da garkveuli tipisaa. maT 
gegmas ukve ganvlili aqvs ganviTarebis xan-
grZlivi gza da miRweulia myar mdgomareo-
bamde. zogierTi arqauli Taviseburebis 
miuxedavad (momrgvalebuli kuTxeebi, 
erTi mTavari sayrdeni sveti – „deda boZi“, 
gadaxurvis Zelebis simrgvale, wnul-las-
tis gamoyeneba), Senobebs axasiaTebs ornaw-
iladoba, oTxkuTxedi moyvaniloba, brtye-
li, centralursarkmliani banuri gadax-
urva, derefani da rTuli konstruqciuli 
nawilebi [46, gv. 45].

cixiagoris B
2
 fenis nasaxlari (tab. 136-

139) gvaZlevs saSualebas vimsjeloT sof-
lis dagegmarebasa da Senobebis tipze. 
dagegmarebis dros mxedvelobaSia miRe-
buli aq gabatonebuli qarebi, romlebic 
qris aRmosavleTidan dasavleTisaken da 
piruku, amitom Senobebi orientirebulia 
an CrdiloeTiT, an samxreTiT.

miuxedavad imisa, rom mTlianad gaiTx-
ara mxolod ori nageboba da erTi nawilo-
briv, SesaZleblad migvaCnia vivaraudoT, 
rom Senobebi nasaxlarze ganlagebuli iyo 
ubnebad, Sejgufebuli gamorCeul nage-
bobasTan. aseTi nageboba unda iyos # 1 
Senoba (tab. 136). amas gvafiqrebinebs misi 
gamorCeulad mdidruli interieri, dere-
fani, romelic or danarCen Senobas ara aqvs 
da is, rom biliki, romelic nasaxlarze ga-
dioda, miemarTeba swored # 1 Senobis Ses-
asvlelisaken, im dros, rodesac # 2 da # 3 
Senobebi 5-6 metriT daSorebuli arian bi-

liks da mas gahyureben (tab. 137).
TviTon Senobebi warmoadgenen did, 70 

kv. metramde farTis, oroTaxian nagebo-
bas; mogrZo, kuTxeebmomrgvalebuli, Tix-
iT ormxrivSelesili mownuli kedlebiT, 
brtyeli gadaxurviT, centraluri oTaxis 
centrSi sayrdeni svetiT da mis win, iatakSi 
Calesili mrgvali Sverilebiani keriT.

Senobis ageba xdeboda garkveuli wesiT: 
mzaddeboda Senobis safuZveli – kenWisa 
da Tixis 20 sm sisqis horizontaluri fena 
– baqani; igeba kedlis karkasi – sarebze 
damagrebuli lasti da idgmeba sayrdeni 
sveti; amis Semdeg TixiT fena-fena ileseba 
iataki da kedlebi orive mxriv da keTdeba 
brtyeli, erdoiani gadaxurva.

rogorc i. kikviZe aRniSnavda, Tu saerTo 
aqvs Sida qarTlis mtkvar-araqsis kultur-
is Zeglebze gavrcelebul sacxovrebeli 
nagebobebis tipebs erTmaneTTan, es kon-
struqciuli erTianoba, kedlebis sar-las-
tiT ageba, dedaboZze dayrdnobili brtye-
li erdoiani banuri gadaxurva da oTaxis 
centrSi stacionaruli Sverilebiani keris 
mowyobaa [14, gv. 46].

cixiagoris B
2
 fenis Senobebi gansakuTre-

bul siaxloves iCenen qvacxelebis B
1
 fenis 

SenobebTan [46, tab. VI-VIII] da, rogorc Cans, 
maT ganviTarebas warmoadgenen. cixiagoris 
Senobebi ufro didi zomebiT gamoirCevian; 
viwro derefani Senobis win damaxasiaTe-
beli qvacxelebis nagebobisTvis, izrdeba 
da cixiagoraze ukve meore oTaxad iqceva; 
amave dros, principulad, konstruqcia da 
Senobis tipi ar icvleba, xdeba bunebrivi 
ganviTareba.

gegmarebaSic SeiniSneba gansxvaveba. Tu 
Sida qarTlis sxva mtkvar-araqsul nasax-
larebze dadasturda saerTo gegmarebis 
principi – es aris soflis mWidro dasaxle-
ba, Senobebs Soris haeris cirkulaciisTvis 
gansazRvruli aris dacva da sxva [14, gv. 44]; 
da marTlac, qvacxelebis Senobebi sakma-
od mWidrod aris ganlagebuli [46, tab. IV]; 
cixiagoris Senobebis ganlageba ufro gaS-
lilia, Senobebs Soris manZili 5-7 metrs 
aRwevs da maTi dagegmareba ufro mowesri-
gebul STabeWdilebas tovebs; esec, albaT, 
Sida qarTlis mtkvar-araqsis kulturis 
namosaxlarebis dagegmarebis principebis 
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Semdgomi ganviTarebis maCvenebelia.
B

1
 fenaSi gaTxrilia mxolod erTi Se-

nobis naSTi (tab. 135), amitom gegmareba-
ze mxolod imis Tqma SeiZleba, rom Senoba 
SesasvleliT, rogorc Cans, orientirebu-
li iyo CrdiloeTiT, e.i. mudmivi qarebis 
sawinaaRmdegod, TviTon Senoba oTxkuTxa 
formis oTaxs unda warmoadgendes cen-
trSi mrgvali, Sverilebiani, stacionaru-
li keriT, magram yuradRebas ipyrobs is, 
rom igi nagebia riyis qviT da aliziT, e.i. 
mkveTrad icvleba mSeneblobis tradicia. 
marTalia, riyis qvis da alizis gamoyeneba 
mSeneblobaSi ar aris ucxo Sida qarTlis 
mtkvar-araqsis namosaxlarebze, magram iq 
isini mxolod damxmare funqcias asrule-
ben sarlastiT nageb SenobebSi [46, gv. 45]. 
cixiagoris B

1
 fenaSi ki, sarlastiT mSeneb-

loba, romlis brwyinvale nimuSebs B
2
 fenis 

Senobebi warmoadgenen, saerTod ar Cans. 
Tu imasac gaviTvaliswinebT, rom B

2
 fena 

Zlieri xanZriT aris ganadgurebuli, xolo 
B

1
 fenis Senobis iataki uSualod B

2
 fenis 

nangrev baTqaSebzea gamarTuli, samSeneb-
lo tradiciis Secvla, albaT, mosaxleobis 
SecvliT iyo ganpirobebuli.

B
1
 nasaxlar fenas cixiagoraze ganviTare-

ba ar hqonia, igi mitovebuli Cans, garkveuli 
periodi igi wyvets Tavis arsebobas, Semdgom 
ki kvlav iwyebs funqcionirebas da iqmneba A 
donis ori nasaxlari fena.

A
2 
fenaSi mxolod kenWnarevi Tixatkepni-

li iatakebis fragmentebia dafiqsirebuli, 
xolo A

1
 fenaSi (tab. 133, 134), stacionaru-

li keris irgvliv dafiqsirebuli Tixat-
kepnili iatakis mixedviT Tu vimsjeleT, 
nasaxlari fena mozrdili nagebobebi-
sgan Sedgeboda. samwuxarod, maTi forma 
gaurkvevelia. samSeneblo masalad Tixaa 
gamoyenebuli. dadasturda Tixatkepnili 
kedlis fragmenti (tab. 134). SesaZlebelia, 
alizic gamoiyeneboda.

A
1
 fenis nasaxlari mitovebuli Cans da 

cixiagoris adrebrinjaos xanis namosax-
lari wyvets Tavis arsebobas.

***

cixiagoris namosaxlaris nivTieri ma-
salis umravlesobas keramika Seadgens, 

metad mravalferovani, rogorc WurW-
lis formebiT, ise ornamentaciiT. unda 
aRiniSnos, rom specialur literatur-
aSi mtkvar-araqsis kulturis keramikis 
ganviTarebis Sesaxeb araerTi mosazrebaa 
gamoTqmuli. damajereblad gamoiyureba 
periodizaciis is sqema, romelic SemuSave-
bulia stratigrafiuli monacemebis, for-
misa da ornamentis martividan rTulisaken 
evoluciis, winare, momdevno da mezobel 
kulturebTan SeniSnuli kavSirebis gaT-
valiswinebis safuZvelze [71, gv. 115,116; 48; 
29, gv. 90].

aRniSnulis Sesabamisad, mtkvar-araqsis 
kulturaSi ramdenime safexuria gamoyofi-
li. adreuls miekuTvneba e.w. didube-kike-
Tis rigis Zeglebi, romlisTvisac damaxas-
iaTebelia martivi formis Tixis WurWle-
bi cilindruli yeliT, momrgvalebuli 
an kvercxisebri taniTa da naxevarsferu-
li moyvanilobis yurebiT. gamomwvari 
moruxo-moyviTalo-moyavisfrod. Semko-
bilia martivi nakawri saxeebiT, fosoebiT, 
kopebiT, wyvili iribi reliefuri zolebiT 
da sxva, gansakuTrebiT damaxasiaTebe-
lia reliefuri ormagi spiralis, e.w. saT-
valisebri spiralis motivi.

momdevno safexuris WurWlebSi Zir-
iTadi ukve Savpriala, vardisfersarCu-
liani keramika Cans. WurWlis tani bikonu-
sur formas iRebs, mravalferovani xdeba 
yuris moyvaniloba, misi miZerwvis mane-
ra. garkveuli cvlilebebi ornamentsac 
daetyo – reliefuri „saTvalisebri“ spi-
rali axla ormagi spiralis variantebiTaa 
warmodgenili; nakawriTa da reliefiT ga-
moyvanili zoomorfuli, geometriuli da 
sxva saxis ornamenti SedarebiT garTule-
bulia.

kidev ufro garTulebulia bolo pe-
riodis ornamenti. reliefuri, CaRa-
rul-amoburculi, gravirebuli - nakawri 
an naWdevi da sxva xerxebiT Sesrulebuli. 
kvlav gvxvdeba spiraluri, zoomorfuli 
da geometriuli motivebi, romelic axla 
ufro mravalferovania da WurWlis mTel 
tans Semouyveba. wamyvani Cans WurWlis sam-
nawiladi forma, Tumca arsebobas ganagr-
Zobs momrgvalebuli da bikonusurtaniani 
WurWelic [29, gv. 90].
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cixiagoris namosaxlaris B donis kera-
mika bolo, mesame periodis jgufs miekuT-
vneba. aq wamyvani Cans WurWlis samnawiladi 
forma, gravirebuli, ZiriTadad nakawri, 
xazebiT ornamentireba, romelic xSirad 
Serwymulia plastikur, CaRarul-amobur-
cul ornamentTan, gansakuTrebiT momcro 
zomis WurWlebze. ornamentaciis ZiriTadi 
motivebia geometriuli saxeebi da masTan 
Serwymuli spiraluri.

B donis samive nasaxlari fenis kerami-
ka ZiriTadad erTgvarovania, gansakuTre-
biT qveda, B

2
 da B

3
 fenebis masala erTian 

kompleqss warmoadgens. misi umravlesoba 
mtkvar-araqsis kulturis SidaqarTluri 
variantisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli formebiT 
aris warmodgenili [46, tab. IV; 14] da maT 
ganviTarebas unda asaxavdes. Sida qarTl-
Si Seswavlili namosaxlarebidan, cixiago-
ris qveda fenebis masalasTan yvelaze met 
saerTos poulobs qvacxelebis nasaxlaris 
masalebi.

pirvel rigSi unda aRiniSnos is tradi-
ciuli formis SidaqarTluri mtkvararaq-
suli keramika, romelic cixiagoraze aris 
warmodgenili – pirfarTo, oryura da ca-
lyura qoTnebi, viwroyeliani, calyura 
qoTnebi, maRali da dabali calyura badie-
bi, welSi gamoyvanili sasmisebi da sxva.

pirfarTo, oryura da calyura mozr-
dili, da viwroyeliani calyura qoTnebi 
mravlad aris warmodgenili qvacxelebis 
namosaxlaris C doneSi [46, tab. IV

392-407
]. maT 

tanis bikonusuri moyvaniloba axasiaTebT, 
xolo cixiagoraze am tipis WurWeli ufro 
aramkveTri, samnawiladi moyvanilobisaa, 
wibo aqvs ara mucelze, aramed muclidan 
Zirze gadasvlis adgilas. am tipis WurWe-
li, rogorc qvacxelebze, ise cixiagoraze, 
uornamentoa, iSviaTi gamonaklisis garda.

maRali da dabali calyura badiebi 
erT-erTi yvelaze damaxasiaTebeli WurW-
lis formaa Sida qarTlis keramikul komp-
leqsSi, Tanac igi TiTqmis ar icvlis for-
mas Tavisi xangrZlivi arsebobis manZilze. 
warmodgenilia qvacxelebis C da B doneSi 
[46, tab. IV

368-375, 119-121, 130-132
] – saCxeris samarx-

ebSi [48, tab. XXI], beSTaSenis ciklopuri 
simagris qveda fenaSi [71, gv. 116] da sxva.

gverdSezneqili badiebi samtota yuriT 

ar aris farTod gavrcelebuli; aseTi ti-
pis WurWeli, mxolod naxevarsferuli yu-
riT, aris aRmoCenili xizanaanT goris D 
fenaSi [14, tab. XXVI] da oznSi [66, tab. 18]. 
miT ufro sainteresoa, rom am tipis WurWe-
li samtota yuriT, cixiagoris garda, gvx-
vdeba qvacxelebis B

1
 fenaSi [46, tab. IV

175,176
].

magram, rac yvelaze ufro aaxlovebs 
cixiagoris qveda fenebs qvacxelebis 
zeda B

1
 fenasTan, es aris WurWlis samnaw-

iladi forma [46, tab. IV
139-144, 146-150

] da CaRa-
rul-amoburculi ornamentiT WurWlis 
Semkoba [46, tab. IV

138
].

jer kidev b. kuftini aRniSnavda, rom 
CaRarul-amoburculi ornamenti damax-
asiaTebelia mtkvar-araqsis kulturis 
gavrcelebis samxreTi regionebisaTvis 
[71, gv. 116]. CaRarul-amoburculi orna-
menti da samnawiladi forma WurWlisa mtk-
var-araqsis kulturis samxreTuli varian-
tis, araratis velis Zeglebis yvelaze da-
maxasiaTebel niSnadaa miCneuli [50, gv. 124].

metad Taviseburia araratis velis na-
mosaxlarebze gamovlenili Tixis WurWe-
li. misTvis upiratesad damaxasiaTebelia 
Savpriala keramika Ria sarCulze da sam-
nawiladi forma WurWlisa. am keramikuli 
kompleqsis ganviTareba Taviseburi gziT 
wavida da igi sagrZnoblad gansxvavdeba 
Sida qarTlis mtkvar-araqsis kulturis 
ganviTarebul safexurze Camoyalibebuli 
WurWlis formisagan, romlisTvisac Zir-
iTadad wibomucliani moxazulobaa damaxa-
siaTebeli [50, gv. 124]. sxvaoba Cans ara mar-
to WurWlis formaSi, aramed misi Semkobis 
xasiaTSic. araratis velisa da misi mezobe-
li mxaris ZeglebisTvis damaxasiaTebelia 
CaRarul-amoburculi ornamenti, romelic 
ZiriTadad WurWlis wina mxarezea moTavse-
buli. ornamenti upiratesad geometriuli 
xasiaTisaa, sadac spirals agreTve erTer-
Ti wamyvani roli ukavia. gvxvdeba CaRaru-
li, gravirebuli da sxva tipis ornamentic, 
sadac wamyvani isev geometriuli motivebia 
[85, gv. 108].

araratis velis ZeglebisaTvis – 
SreS-bluri, eCmiaZinis qiul-Tafa da sxva 
[90] damaxasiaTebelia CaRarul-amobur-
culi ornamenti, gravirebuli naklebadaa 
gamoyenebuli. SengaviTSi, piriqiT, ufro 
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xSiria gravirebuli ornamenti, zogjer re-
liefurTan kombinaciaSi. aq, gansakuTre-
biT gviandel safexurze, did ganviTarebas 
aRwevs geometriuli saxeebi, gravirebuli 
ornamentisa [85, tab. XXIII]. karnut – Senga-
viTis kompleqsi [55].

unda aRiniSnos, rom araratis velze 
warmodgenili mtkvar-araqsis kulturis 
varianti farTo gavrcelebas poulobs. am 
kulturis ayvavebis xanis ufro mogviano 
safexurze igi moicavs mTlianad dRevan-
deli somxeTis mTianeTsa da mis momijnave 
olqebs, pirvel rigSi, aRmosavleT anato-
lias [50, gv. 141]. misi gavlenis qveS eqceva 
qvemo qarTli, gansakuTrebiT misi vake. aq, 
Sulaveris midamoebSi, Seswavlil namosax-
larebze – yaiTmazi da „dangreuli gora“ 
– aRmoCnda SesaniSnavi keramika, romelic 
Zalian axlos dgas ufro samxreTiT, arara-
tis velze gavrcelebul Tixis WurWelTan 
rogorc formiT, ise Semkobis xasiaTiT [34, 
gv. 135,136], aseTive keramika aRmoCenilia 
agreTve Sulaveri II namosaxlarze [75, gv. 
160].

qvemo qarTlis momijnave, Tanamedrove 
azerbaijanis teritoriac, rogorc 
Cans, mtkvar-araqsis kulturis samx-
reT-dasavluri, araratis velis variantis 
sferoSi eqceva. es gansakuTrebiT kargad 
gamoCnda yazaxis raionSi mdebare babad-
erviSis borcvis Seswavlisas, aq aRmoCeni-
li keramika msgavsebas avlens SengaviTis 
tipis ZeglebTan, gansakuTrebiT Semkobis 
xasiaTis mixedviT. aqac gvxvdeba msgavsi 
gravirebuli, CaRarul-amoburculi da 
agreTve kombinirebuli, orive saxis Serwy-
mis Sedegad miRebuli ornamenti [67], Tri-
aleTSi, msgavsi ornamentiT Semkuli kera-
mika mopovebulia beSTaSenis ciklopuri 
simagris qveda fenis III kompleqsSi [71, tab. 
CXX; 66, tab. 34

214
].

Sida qarTlSi es samxreTuli gavlena 
qvacxelebis B donis periodSi gamoCnda, 
rac, rogorc aRvniSnavdiT, gamoixata Wur-
Wlis formis samnawiladi moyvanilobis 
da CaRarul-amoburculi ornamentis ga-
moCeniT. magram mtkvar-araqsis kulturis 
SidaqarTluri varianti imdenad Camoyal-
ibebuli saxisa iyo, rom samxreTul gav-
lenas ar gamouwvvvia mkveTri cvlilebebi 

cxovrebis wesSi, arqiteqturaSi da mSeneb-
lobis teqnikaSi, nivTieri masalis ZiriTad 
komponentebSi. mtkvar-araqsis kulturis 
SidaqarTluri varianti, gamdidrebuli 
am kulturis gavrcelebis samxreTi re-
gionebidan mosuli impulsebiT, ganviTare-
bis axal safexurze adis, rac aisaxa cix-
iagoris B

2
 fenis masalebSi. es exeba rogorc 

arqiteqturas, rac ukve aRiniSna, aseve 
keramikas. Tu qvacxelebis B

1
 fenaSi samna-

wiladi forma WurWlebisa jer kidev aram-
kveTri moyvanilobiT xasiaTdeba da ZiriT-
adad momcro zomis WurWlebiTaa warmod-
genili, cixiagoris B

3
 da gansakuTrebiT 

B
2
 nasaxlari fenebis keramikaSi sakmaod 

mkveTrad gamoyofili samnawiladi forma 
WurWlebisa ukve wamyvan tips warmoadgens. 
aq gvxvdeba momcro zomis WurWlebi (tab. 
160

1
, 167

1
; sur. 137), romlebic formiTa da 

gansakuTrebiT ornamentis xasiaTiT – gra-
virebuli sartyeli da masTan erTad plas-
tikuri, CaRarul-amoburculi ornamenti 
– siaxloves iCens araratis velis Sengavi-
Tis tipis ZeglebTan, gansakuTrebiT kar-
nut-SengaviTis jgufTan [90, gv. 84,85] da 
qvemo qarTlis namosaxlarebTan yaiTmazi 
da „dangreuli gora“ [34, gv. 135,136], magram 
umetesoba keramikisa tradiciuli Sidaqa-
rTluri WurWlis formebis ganviTarebas 
warmoadgens, Semkuls aseTive tradiciuli 
gravirebuli, ZiriTadad nakawri, ornamen-
tiT.

qvacxelebis B donis keramikis ganxil-
visas mkvlevrebi aRniSnavdnen, rom Wur-
Wlis saerTo ieri, gansakuTrebiT abrisi, 
ukve mogvagonebs adrebrinjaos xanis, ker-
Zod, TrialeTis, yorRanuli samarxebis 
WurWels. am STabeWdilebas kidev metad 
aZlierebs WurWlis korpusze irgvliv daW-
deuli geometriuli saxeebi, romlebic 
ZiriTadad erTi sqemiT aris gakeTebu-
li – yelisa da muclis SeerTebis adgilas 
Semovlebuli ramdenime koncentruli xazi 
da mis qveS texilxazovani saxe. ornamenti 
sakmaod mkveTria da ritmuli, magram da-
moukidebeli elementebic gaaCnia. ornamen-
taciis am TaviseburebebiT B donis WurWe-
li ganirCeva qvacxelebis C donis ornamen-
tirebuli WurWlebisagan da gansakuTre-
biT mkafiod Cans B

1
 fenis masalebSi [46, 
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35]. mtkvar-araqsis kulturis grafikul 
ornaments wamyvani adgili ukavia adreu-
li yorRanebis ornamentaciaSi, maT Soris 
garkveuli saerTo stili SeiniSneba [8, gv. 
22].

am mxriv yuradRebas ipyrobs cixiagoris 
B

2
 fenis # 1 SenobaSi aRmoCenili xeladebi 

da tolCebi. am tipis WurWeli damaxasiaTe-
belia adreuli yorRanuli samarxebisTvis. 
magaliTad, xelada (tab. 160

2
; sur. 140

1
), Ta-

visi moyvanilobiT, Zalian axlos dgas Tri-
aleTis XIII da XIX yorRanebSi aRmoCenil xe-
ladebTan [71, gv. 105, sur. 112, 113]. oRond, 
yorRanebSi aRmoCenili xeladebi ufro 
ganviTarebuli ierisaa, ufro mkveTrad 
gamoyofili samnawiladi taniT da rTuli 
ornamentiT. igive SeiZleba iTqvas im ti-
pis tolCebze (tab. 163

3
; sur. 143), romelic 

cixiagorazea warmodgenili da tipologi-
urad axlos dgas TrialeTis adreuli yor-
RanebisTvis damaxasiaTebel tolCebTan, 
iseTebTan, rogoric XXIV yorRanSia aRmo-
Cenili [71, gv. 105, sur. 114].

TrialeTis adreul yorRanebSi gamoy-
ofen erT jgufs, romelic Tavisi keramikis 
formebiTa da ornamentaciiT siaxloves 
iCens mtkvar-araqsul keramikasTan – yor-
Ranebi IV, XIII, XIX, XXIV [64, gv. 264; 8]. Cveni 
azriT, swored cixiagoris B

2
 fenis droin-

deli keramikuli formebi warmoadgenen am 
yorRanuli keramikis Sesatyviss.

rogorc masalis aRweris dros aRvniSna-
vdiT, imave B

2 
fenis # 1 SenobaSi gamoirCeva 

ori xelada (tab. 160
3,4

; sur. 143), romelic 
formiT da zedapiris damuSavebis xarisx-
iT gansxvavdeba danarCeni mtkvararaqsuli 
nawarmisagan. am tipis xeladebs SeiZleba 
davukavSiroT saCxeris yorRanebis naCer-
qezevis 1955 wels gaTxrili # 2 samarxis xe-
lada [48, tab. XIV

6
], romelic yuadaqanebul 

culTan da yunwian satevarTan erTad 
aris warmodgenili. o. jafariZe am samarxs 
adreul jgufs miakuTvnebs, magram ufro 
met siaxloves es xeladebi martyofis # 1 
yorRanSi aRmoCenil WurWelTan pouloben 
[52, gv. 12-19]. maT sakmaod Camoyalibebuli 
formebi axasiaTebT; keciT da zedapiris 
damuSavebiT isini martyofis adreuli 
yorRanebis keramikasTan met saerTo niS-
nebs pouloben, vidre maTTan erTad aRmo-

Cenil danarCen keramikasTan; rogorc Cans, 
cixiagoris mtkvararaqsuli nasaxlaris B

2
 

fenis arsebobis xanaSi, masTan erTad Ta-
naarsebobs yorRanuli kulturis marty-
ofuli etapis Zeglebi.

cixiagoris namosaxlaris B
1
 fenis kera-

mikaSi, Tumca ZiriTadi formebi WurWlisa 
da ornamentaciis xasiaTi ar icvleba, mainc 
SeiniSneba mTeli rigi gansxvavebuli niS-
nebisa, romelic ar gvxvdeba qveda, B

2
 da B

3
 

fenebSi. ornamentaciaSi Warbobs Wrilxaz-
ovani da gravirebuli ornamenti, gvxvdeba 
gravirebuli, naWdevi, xazovan-wertilo-
vani ornamentiT Sesrulebuli frizi Wur-
Wlis yelze (tab. 153), romelic Zalian gavs 
babaderviSze cnobil ornaments [75, sur. 
44, 126]. aqve Cndeba gravirebuli, nakawri 
ornamentiT Sesrulebuli sartyeli Wur-
Wlis yelze, masze datanili daStrixuli 
samkuTxedebiT (tab. 153; sur. 134). WurW-
lis axali formaa momcro zomis, dabali, 
profilirebuli jamebi (tab. 154

3
, 158

4,8
). am 

tipis WurWeli mtkvar-araqsis kulturis 
gavrcelebis ufro samxreTi regionebisaT-
vis, aRmosavleT anatoliis ZeglebisTvis 
aris damaxasiaTebeli [93, gv. 189, 197], rom-
lebsac C. barnei adrebrinjaos II periods 
akuTvnebs.

CaRarul-amoburculi ornamenti gvx-
vdeba ara marto momcro zomis WurWelze, 
aramed didi zomis dergebzec (tab. 153; sur. 
128). msgavsi ornamenti gvxvdeba aRmosav-
leT anatoliaSi, igdiris velis namosaxlar 
iaicSi [93, gv. 191]; agreTve dergebi, zogjer 
rTuli reliefuri saxeebiT, cnobilia qa-
razidan [95, gv. 412, 413], Crdilo-aRmosav-
leT anatoliis ZeglebisTvis aris damaxas-
iaTebeli didi zomis uornamento dergebi, 
msgavsi B

1
 fenaSi warmodgenili calebisa 

(sur. 128, 129).
gansakuTrebul yuradRebas iqcevs kera-

mikis mcirericxovani jgufi, aRmoCenili 
B

1
 fenaSi, romelic ar aris damaxasiaTebe-

li mtkvar-araqsis kulturis keramikisT-
vis da qveda fenebSi ar gvxvdeba. es aris 
qiliseburi formis WurWeli (tab. 155), ro-
melsac gauprialebeli, xaoiani zedapiri 
aqvs, zog SemTxvevaSi savarcxliskvalise-
buri, usistemod daRarulzolebiani 
zedapiriT (tab. 153; sur. 135). aseTi kera-
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mika berikldeebis namosaxlaris bedenuri 
fenisTvisaa damaxasiaTebeli [35, gv. 39,40, 
sur. 2] da bedenuri kulturis martyofis 
# 3 yorRanis ZiriTad samarxSia aRmoCeni-
li [52, gv. 40-44]. bedenur kulturas unda 
ekuTvnodes, agreTve, am fenaSi aRmoCenili 
Txelkedliani, Savpriala tolCis fragmen-
ti da momcro zomis WurWlis cilindruli 
yelis fragmenti (tab. 153), romelic zeda-
piris gaprialebis gansakuTrebulad maRa-
li doniT gamoirCeva.

rogorc Cans, cixiagoris B
1
 nasaxlari 

fenis arsebobis xanaSi, mtkvar-araqsis 
kulturis Sida qarTlis variantis ganvi-
Tarebis stabiluri xasiaTi irRveva, rac 
gamoixata mSeneblobis tradiciis SecvliT 
da materialur kulturaSi axali niSnebis 
gamoCeniT. Tu gaviTvaliswinebT, rom wina, 
B

2
 fena, Zlieri xanZriT aris ganadgurebu-

li, SesaZloa vivaraudoT, rom es cvlile-
bebi mSvidobiani gziT ar unda momxdariyo; 
magram ise Cans, rom es cvlilebebi ufro 
mtkvar-araqsis kulturis matarebel tom-
Ta SigniT mimdinare procesebma ganapiro-
ba, SesaZloa, maTma gadaadgilebam aRmosav-
leT anatoliis teritoriidan Crdiloe-
TiT, Sida qarTlis regionamde. xolo cix-
iagoris B

1
 fenaSi iseTi keramikis gamoCena, 

romelic bedenur kulturas axasiaTebs, 
metyvelebs imaze, rom am fenis arsebobis 
xanaSi, Sida qarTlSi gamoCenas iwyebs be-
denuri kultura da kontaqtSi Sedis mtk-
var-araqsis kulturasTan.

cixiagoris B
1
 fenis nasaxlars gagrZele-

ba ar hqonia, igi mosaxleobas miutovebia. 
cxovreba borcvze wydeba, ris Sedegadac 
Seiqmna 3-4 sm sisqis steriluri fena. Sem-
deg cixiagoris borcvi kvlav dasaxlebuli 
Cans mtkvar-araqsuli kulturis matarebe-
li tomebiT da iqmneba nasaxlaris A done, 
ori nasaxlari feniTa da saritualo or-
moebiT.

cixiagoris A donis masalebi sagrZno-
blad gansxvavdeba qveda, B donis masalebi-
sagan. pirvel rigSi es exeba keramikis saer-
To iers. A donis tipiuri mtkvararaqsuli 
keramika, romelic am doneSi mopovebu-
li WurWlis saerTo raodenobis 60-70%-
s Seadgens, zedapiris gaprialebis gac-
ilebiT ufro dabali doniT xasiaTdeba, 

vidre B donis keramika, gansakuTrebiT A
1
 

fenaSi – Savad aris gamomwvari vardisfer 
sarCulze, uornamentoa da zogjer masiu-
ri, naxevarsferuli yurebiT (tab. 148; sur. 
113) da xSirad ufro arqaul STabeWdile-
bas tovebs, vidre amaze misi stratigrafi-
uli monacemebi da Tanmxlebi masala me-
tyvelebs.

miuxedavad imisa, rom SeimCneva garkveu-
li gansxvaveba A

2
 da A

1
 fenebis masalebs So-

ris, ZiriTadi niSnebiT SesaZlebelia maTi 
erTad ganxilva. 

ormoebi, romlebic A dones miekuT-
vnebian, or jgufad iyofa. pirvel jguf-
Si erTiandebian ormoebi ## 4, 18, 19, 68, 
11, 15 (tab. 141; sur. 112). maT aerTianebT: 
cilindruli moyvaniloba, Sevsebis erTg-
varovneba, stratigrafiuli mdgomareoba. 
dafiqsirda, rom am jgufis ormoebs CaW-
rili aqvT A

1
 fena, e.i. pirveli jgufis or-

moebi cixiagoris adrebrinjaos xanis fe-
nis yvelaze gviandel stratigrafiul Sres 
warmoadgenen. meore jgufis ormoebs axa-
siaTebT zariseburi moyvaniloba, masalis 
siuxve da isini uSualod A donidan arian 
CaWrilebi. maTi fenebTan dakavSireba Wirs, 
magram SesaZleblad migvaCnia ormoebi ## 
77, 78, 81 (tab. 142-147) A

2
 fenas mivakuTvnoT, 

xolo ormoebi # 5, 69, 79 (tab. 141), – A
1
 fe-

nas.
A donis keramikaSi, rogorc aRvniS-

navdiT, ZiriTadad uornamento kerami-
kaa warmodgenili. ornamenti metwilad 
momcro zomis WurWelze gvxvdeba, CaRa-
rul-amoburculi ornamenti mxolod erT 
SemTxvevaSia warmodgenili WurWlis frag-
mentze # 77 saritualo ormodan (tab. 147

3
; 

sur. 114
2
), gravirebul ornamentTan erTad; 

meore SemTxvevaSi gvxvdeba tipiuri mtk-
var-araqsis kulturis gviandeli etapis 
keramikisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli ornamen-
tuli saxe (tab. 146

1
; sur. 118) Sesrule-

buli tlanqi, uxeSi RarebiT, rac ar aris 
damaxasiaTebeli am kulturis keramikis 
tradiciebisTvis. danarCen fragmentebzea 
an mkveTri Wrilxazovani ornamenti gra-
virebulTan erTad, an faqizi gravirebuli 
ornamentiT Sesrulebuli saxeebi (tab. 142, 
146

2-4
, 149, 151; sur. 114, 117, 120, 121). orna-

mentis saxeebi, warmodgenili am WurWelze, 
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tipiuria TrialeTis adreuli yorRanebis 
keramikisTvis, romelic mtkvar-araqsis 
kulturis gviandeli etapis ganuyofel 
nawils warmoadgens.

cixiagoris A donis keramikaSi yuradRe-
bas ipyrobs WurWlis is jgufi, romelTa 
tani sagangebod Selesilia Txieri TixiT 
(tab. 141

5
, 143

3,5
, 145

2,4,6
, 150

14
, 151

4,11,12
; sur. 

123, 124). WurWlis formisa da zomis miuxe-
davad, maT mogluvebuli yeli da xaoiani 
(Txieri TixiT Selesvis Sedegad) tani aqvT. 
ornamenti mxarze, piris paralelurad, 
horizontalurad aqvs miZerwili. esaa um-
Tavresad reliefuri, CanaWdevebiani zoli 
an Sverili. msgavsi ornamenti gluvzeda-
pirian WurWelzec aris warmodgenili (tab. 
141

79
, 143

1,2,4
, 145

5
, 149

8
). sainteresoa erTi 

Savpriala WurWlis fragmenti A
1
 feni-

dan, romelzec erTad gvxvdeba TrialeTis 
adreuli yorRanebisTvis damaxasiaTebe-
li gravirebuli ornamentuli saxe da re-
liefuri horizontaluri Sverili naWde-
vebiT (tab. 149

4
; sur. 121).

reliefuri, CanaWdevebiani zoliT an 
SveriliT ornamentireba ar aris damaxa-
siaTebeli mtkvar-araqsis kulturis Ze-
glebisTvis da Tavs iCens am kulturis gvi-
andel etapze. kaxeTSi, iltos nasaxlaris 
qveda fenebis keramikuli nawarmis nawili 
Semkulia WurWlis mxarze Semoyolebuli 
reliefuri, dakeWnili sartyeliT [62, gv. 
50, sur. 10,11]. msgavsi ornamentiT Semkuli 
WurWeli samcxe-javaxeTSi, zvelis „raba-
Tze“ da lodobanazea aRmoCenili [29, tab. 
30

5
, 31

8,9
]. qilis formis WurWeli, reliefu-

ri dakeWnili zolebiT, cnobilia bedenis 
Zeglebzec [8, gv. 91]. aseTive keramika aR-
moCnda xaSuris nacargoraze, fenaSi, rome-
lic mtkvar-araqsul da bedenur keramikas 
Seicavs [30, tab. I

17
, II

3
].

amierkavkasiis farglebs gareT Cvens 
masalebTan gansakuTrebiT axlos daR-
estanSi aRmoCenili zogierTi Zeglis kera-
mika dgas. isic xeliT naZerwia, Txieri Tix-
iT Selesili, korpusis zeda nawilze yure-
biT an SverilebiT [69, gv. 20]. mxarze, piris 
paralelurad, erT rigad gasdevs frCxil-
isebri an mrgvali CanaWdevebi, xSirad, am-
ave adgilas, dakeWnili reliefuri zoli 
Semouyveba. msgavsi keramika gunibis sama-

rovnisa da zemo gunibis nasaxlarisTvisa-
caa damaxasiaTebeli, sadac igi mtkvararaq-
suli elferis momcro zomis WurWlebTan 
erTadaa warmodgenili [70, gv. 150].

gansakuTrebiT axlo paralelebs pou-
lobs cixiagoris A donis am jgufis kerami-
ka daRestanSive – velikentis da kaiakentis 
masalebSi [81, gv. 93-97]. am namosaxlarebis 
zeda fenaSi, mtkvar-araqsis kulturis 
keramikasTan erTad, romelic masalis um-
ravlesobas Seadgens, aRmoCnda Txieri Tix-
iT zedapirSelesili keramika romelsac 
mogluvebuli yeli da mxarze reliefuri 
ornamenti aqvs, CanaWdevebiani, an dakeWni-
li zoli, an Sverili. msgavsi ornamenti 
qilisebri tipis WurWlisTvisaa damaxas-
iaTebeli. aseTive WurWlebi aRmoCnda ve-
likentis nasaxlarze gaTxril keramikis 
gamosawvav quraSi [68, gv. 127-129, tab. III

1-3
, 

IV
1-3,6

].
aRniSnuli keramikis amierkavkasiaSi da 

mis samxreTiT mdebare olqebSi ararsebo-
bis gamo, igi adgilobrivad, daRestanSive 
Camoyalibebuladaa miCneuli m. gajievis 
mier. ufro adre, velikentis namosaxlar-
is stratigrafiaze dayrdnobiT, r. munCae-
vis mier gamoTqmuli iyo mosazreba, rom 
qilisebri formis WurWlebi, damaxasiaTe-
beli reliefurCanaWdevebiani ornamentiT, 
mtkvar-araqsis kulturis gviandel etapze 
iCens Tavs daRestanSi da evropis kul-
turebidan mosul impulsebs ukavSirebda 
[81, gv. 97]. SemdgomSi man aRniSnuli kera-
mika adgilobrivi, mtkvar-araqsamde arse-
buli tradiciebis, gagrZelebad miiCnia da 
mtkvar-araqsis kulturis Crdilo-aRmo-
savleT lokaluri variantis yvelaze da-
maxasiaTebel niSnad CaTvala [82, gv. 189].

marTlac, cixiagoris gaTxramde, samx-
reT kavkasiaSi Txieri TixiT Selesilzeda-
piriani keramika ar iyo cnobili, Tumca 
qilisebri formis da reliefurCanaWdeve-
biani zolebiT ornamentireba, rogorc Cven 
zeviT aRvniSneT, gvxvdeba mtkvar-araq-
sis kulturis gviandeli etapis Zeglebze. 
bolo wlebSi msgavsi keramika aRmoCnda 
azerbaijanSi, menTeS-Tefeze [98, gv. 124]. 
Sida qarTlSi, cixiagoris namosaxlaris 
A doneSi msgavsi keramikis gamoCenas ori 
axsna SeiZleba hqondes: an mtkvar-araqsis 
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kulturis CrdiloaRmosavluri variantis 
SemoRweva Sida qarTlis regionSi, rac na-
klebad savaraudoa, an, rogorc gvesaxeba, 
saqme gvaqvs mtkvar-araqsis kulturis fi-
naluri etapis saerTo movlenasTan – ucxo 
talRis SemoRweva ara marto Crdilo-aR-
mosavleT kavkasiaSi, aramed amierkavkasi-
aSic, magram amierkavkasiaSi man ver pova 
gavrceleba, im dros, rodesac Crdilo-aR-
mosavleT kavkasiaSi farTod gavrcelda, 
damkvidrda da ganviTarda kidec Semdgom, 
Suabrinjaos xanaSi [59, gv. 62-73], amitom 
cixiagoris A doneSi msgavsi keramikis aR-
moCenas mniSvneloba aqvs am donis etapo-
brivi gansazRvrisTvis, igi ukavSirdeba 
velikentis da misi wris Zeglebis zeda fe-
nas. aseve mniSvnelovania, rom velikentis 
katakombebSi, aRniSnul keramikasTan er-
Tad, gvxvdeba tipiuri Savpriala bedenuri 
keramika, romelic importad aris miCneuli 
[58, gv. 7-9].

cixiagoris monacemebze dayrdnobiT, 
SeiZleba vivaraudoT, rom es uxeSzeda-
piriani keramika swored bedenis kulturis 
wres unda miekuTvnebodes.

rac Seexeba uxeSzedapiriani WurWlis 
meore jgufs – savarcxliskvalisebur 
usistemod daRarulzolebian WurWels 
– misi mikuTvneba bedenis kulturisadmi 
eWvs ar unda iwvevdes. rogorc ukve aRvniS-
navdiT, msgavsi keramika damaxasiaTebe-
lia berikldeebis namosaxlaris bedenuri 
fenisTvis [35; 47; 61] da bedenuri kulturis 
yorRanebSic gvxvdeba. gansakuTrebiT mniS-
vnelovania CvenTvis qvemo qarTlSi gaTx-
rili yorRanebis monacemebi. # 5 yorRan-
Si, erT kompleqsSi aRmoCnda TrialeTis 
adreuli yorRanebisTvis damaxasiaTebeli 
keramika da bedenuri WurWlebi [49]; xolo # 
9 yorRanSi mtkvar-araqsis kulturis kera-
mika erT kompleqsSia warmodgenili, bede-
nur WurWelTan da liTonis iaraRebTan, 
aqvea daRarulzolebiani keramikis frag-
mentebi [49]. aqac cixiagoris A donis msgav-
si suraTia.

cixiagoris A doneSi savarcxliskvalise-
buri, daRarulzolebiani zedapiriT kera-
mika gvxvdeba rogorc fenaSi (tab. 150

12
), ise 

meore jgufis ormoebSi (tab. 142
3
), xolo 

pirveli jgufis ormoebis ZiriTad masalas 

warmoadgens. am ormoebSi, aRniSnul kera-
mikasTan erTad, aRmoCnda tipiuri bedenu-
ri Savpriala momcro zomis WurWlis frag-
mentebi (tab. 141).

rogorc Cans, A donis masalebSi aisaxa 
mtkvar-araqsisa da bedenis kulturebis 
Tanaarsebobis periodi, xolo Tu gavixsen-
ebT, rom pirveli jgufis ormoebi cixiago-
ris adrebrinjaos xanis yvelaze gviandel 
stratigrafiul Sres warmoadgenen, Sei-
Zleba davaskvnaT, rom A

1
 feniT mTavrde-

ba mtkvar-araqsis kulturis ganviTareba 
aRniSnul Zeglze da albaT, Sida qarTlis 
regionSi, xolo bedenuri kultura agr-
Zelebs Tavis arsebobas.

***

cixiagoris adrebrinjaos xanis fenis 
daTariRebisTvis mxedvelobaSia misaRebi 
rogorc mtkvar-araqsis kulturis, aseve 
adreuli yorRanebis qronologia, rom-
lebic ZiriTadad calcalke ganixileboda.

mtkvar-araqsis kulturis qronologiis 
sakiTxebs Seexo TiTqmis yvela mkvlevari, 
vinc am kulturis Seswavlaze muSaobda 
da mas ZiriTadad Zv.w IV aTaswleulis meo-
re naxevris da III aTaswleulis farglebSi 
aTavseben [75, gv. 178, 179; 90; 107]. miuxeda-
vad imisa, rom bevri mcdeloba iyo saerTo 
qronologiuri sqemis Seqmnisa, arc erTi 
maTgani dReisTvis sayovelTaod miRebuli 
ar aris. es, albaT, imiT aixsneba, rom mtk-
var-araqsis kultura did teritoriazea 
gavrcelebuli da sxvadasxva regionebi 
araTanabrad aris Seswavlili. amas emateba 
isic, rom mravalfeniani, stratificirebu-
li Zeglebi naklebad aris Seswavlili am-
ierkavkasiaSi, arada swored stratigrafi-
ulma monacemebma unda mogvcvs myari sa-
fuZveli qronologiuri sqemisTvis.

qarTul arqeologiaSi damkvidrda qro-
nologiuri sqema, romlis mixedviT mtk-
var-araqsis kultura Zv.w IV aTaswleulis 
meore naxevriT da III aTaswleulis pirveli 
naxevriT TariRdeba da misi zeda TariRi 
Zv.w. XXIV saukunea [46, gv. 58, 59; 48, gv. 120; 
35, gv. 11].

CvenTvis mniSvnelovania yorRanuli 
kulturis daTariReba. jer kidev b. kuft-
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inma TrialeTis yorRanebis adreuli jgu-
fisa da saCxeris masalebis analizis sa-
fuZvelze daaTariRa isini Zv.w. XXIV-XXII 
saukuneebiT [73, gv. 75]. o. jafariZem saCx-
eris samarxebSi aRmoCenili liTonis inven-
taris safuZvelze gamoyo adreuli da gvi-
andeli jgufebi, romlebic Zv.w. 2400-2200 
da 2200-1900 wlebiT daTariRda [48, gv. 194, 
195] da amiT adreuli yorRanebis TariRis 
dazusteba moaxdina. e. gogaZem, TrialeTis 
yorRanuli kulturisadmi miZRvnil Tavis 
kapitalur naSromSi, adreuli yorRanebis 
TariRi Zv.w 2300-2000 wlebiT gansazRvra [8, 
gv. 38]. a. javaxiSvilma TrialeTis adreul 
yorRanebSi ori jgufi gamoyo. pirveli 
jgufi – yorRanebi IV, XII, XIII, XIX , XXIV, man 
adrebrinjaos xanis mtkvar-araqsis kul-
turis gviandel stadias miakuTvna da maTi 
zeda TariRi Zv.w. XXIV saukuniT gansazRvra. 
meore jgufi – yorRanebi XI, XXV, XLVI (bede-
nuri kulturis – z. m.) – calke gamoyo da 
Suabrinjaos xanis TrialeTis yorRanuli 
kulturis adreul stadias miakuTvna. man 
es jgufi da masTan dakavSirebuli Zeglebi 
calke kulturad miiCnia, gardamavali eta-
pi uwoda da qronologiurad moaTavsa mtk-
var-araqsisa da TrialeTis kulturebs So-
ris – Zv.w. XXIII-XXII saukuneebSi [64, gv. 264-
268]. g. gobejiSvilma bedenis yorRanebi zo-
gadad Zv.w. III aTaswleulis meore naxevriTa 
da II aTaswleulis dasawyisiT daaTariRa [7, 
gv. 133]. martyofis yorRanebisTvis miRebu-
lia TariRi Zv.w. XXIV-XXIII saukuneebi [52]. 
S. dedabriSvilma iltos nasaxlaris qveda 
sami fena adrebrinjaos xanis mtkvar-araq-
sis kulturis bolo etaps da Suabrinjaos 
xanis pirvel qronologiur etaps miakuTv-
na. daTariRda Zv.w III–II aTasw. mijniT [62, gv. 
63].

dReisTvis, adreul yorRanebSi or 
jgufs gamoyofen: „martyofuls“, ro-
melSic Sedis martyofis, TrialeTisa da 
samgoris yorRanebi – tradiciuli qro-
nologiiT TariRdeba Zv.w. III aTaswleulis 
meore naxevris SuaxanebiT; da „bedenurs“ – 
TariRdeba Zv.w III aTaswleulis boloTi da 
II aTaswleulis dasawyisiT [52].

rogorc vxedavT, mtkvar-araqsis kul-
turas da adreul yorRanebs, b. kuftin-
idan moyolebuli, ganixilaven rogorc 

erTmaneTis momdevno etapebs; Tanac yor-
RanebSi, bedenur jgufs ufro mogvianod 
miiCneven. etapobrivad ganviTarebis es 
sqema misaRebia, magram urTierTmimarTe-
ba mtkvar-araqsis Zeglebisa yorRanul Ze-
glebTan da TviT adreul yorRanebs Soris, 
ufro rTul suraTs gviCvenebs.

mkvlevarTa nawilma scada, sakmaod sa-
fuZvlianad, daekavSirebina adreuli yor-
Ranebi mtkvar-araqsis kulturis namosax-
larebis gviandeli etapis saamSeneblo do-
neebTan [75, gv. 62; 62, gv. 95; 29, gv. 108, 109]. 
magram gansakuTrebiT mwvaved es sakiTxi 
dadga Sida qarTlSi, axali stratificire-
buli namosaxlarebis Seswavlis Sedegad. 
xaSuris „nacargoraze“ dadasturda faqti 
mtkvar-araqsisa da bedenuri keramikis Ta-
naarsebobisa [30; 31], xolo qarelis raion-
Si, namosaxlar „berikldeebze“, aRmoCnda 
bedenuri fena, romelic uSualod adevs 
mtkvar–araqsis adreuli periodis (xiza-
naanT gora E donis) fenas [47; 61].

yvelaze TvalsaCinod, Cveni azriT, mtk-
vararaqsuli kulturis ganviTarebis gvi-
andeli periodi Sida qarTlSi aisaxa cix-
iagoris adrebrinjaos xanis masalebSi, misi 
xuTive nasaxlari fena, rogorc Seveca-
deT gveCvenebina, ufro gviandelia, vidre 
qvacxelebis B

1
 fena, romelic aqamde Sida 

qarTlSi mtkvararaqsis kulturis yvelaze 
gviandel fenad iyo miCneuli, da iTvlebo-
da, rom es kultura qvacxelebis B

1
 fenis 

Semdeg wyvets Tavis arsebobas [19]. tradi-
ciuli qronologiiT, qvacxelebis B done 
Zv.w III aTaswleulis Sua xanebs miekuTvneba 
da misi zeda zRvari XXIV saukunes ar scde-
ba [46, gv. 59; 19]. 

***

samarTlianad iTvleba, rom mtkvar-araq-
sis kultura SidaqarTlSi kargad aris Ses-
wavlili. misi ganviTarebis qronologiuri 
Skala, romelic iseTi etalonuri Zeglebis 
stratigrafias eyrdnoba, rogoricaa 
qvacxelebi [46] da xizanaanT gora [14], mtk-
var-araqsis kulturis TiTqmis yvela etaps 
moicavs da sayovelTaod miRebulia. cix-
iagoris namosaxlarisa da sxva axladSes-
wavlili Zeglebis monacemebi erTgvarad 
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avseben am Skalas da zogierTi koreqtivi 
SeaqvT qronologiaSi. Cven SesaZleblad 
migvaCnia Zveli da axali stratigrafi-
uli monacemebis safuZvelze Camovayal-
iboT Sida qarTlis ganviTarebis kul-
turul-qronologiuri suraTi eneoliTi-
dan moyolebuli Suabrinjaos xanamde.

uSualod mtkvar-araqsis kultur-
is winareeneoliTuri fena berikldeebis 
qveda fenaa, romelic TariRdeba Zv.w. IV 
aTaswleulis pirveli naxevriT. unda aRin-
iSnos, rom am fenas mtkvar-araqsis kultu-
rasTan genetikuri kavSiri ar uCans.

mtkvar-araqsis kultura: 
I etapi – xizanaanT goris E done; 

berikldeebis mtkvararaqsuli fena. 
II etapi – xizanaanT goris D, C, В doneebi, 

qvacxelebis C done. 
III etapi – qvacxelebis B done; cixiagoris 

B
3
, B

2
 fenebi.

IV etapi – anu bedenis I etapi; cixiagoris 
B

1
 fena – A done. 
bedenis II etapi – berikldeebis bedenuri 

fena [19, gv. 64; 77].

***

cixiagoris adrebrinjaos xanis namosax-
larze warmodgenilia Sida qarTlSi mtk-
var-araqsis kulturis ganviTarebis III da IV 
etapebi.

III etapisTvis damaxasiaTebelia win-
are etapis samSeneblo tradiciebis gagr-
Zeleba, nasaxlarebis dagegmarebisa da Se-
nobebis tipebis igiveoba, rac am etapis bo-
losTvis ganviTarebas povebs cixiagoris B

2
 

fenis Senobebis saxiT. SeiZleba iTqvas, rom 
III periodis dasasrulisTvis tradiciuli 
SidaqarTluri arqiteqtura Tavisi ganvi-
Tarebis mwvervals aRwevs.

III etapis qvacxelebis B donis fenebi da 
cixiagoris B

3
, B

2 
fenebi, iseve rogorc wina 

etapis nasaxlari fenebi, warmoadgenen dam-
jdari miwaTmoqmedi mosaxleobis tipiur 
nasoflars. sameurneo iaraRebidan maT 
samSeneblo fenebSi mopovebul ZiriTad 
masalas Seadgens samiwaTmoqmedo iaraRi 
– kaJis namglis CasarTebi, xelsafqvavebi, 
marcvleulis Sesanaxi WurWeli da TviT 
marcvleulis nimuSebi. 

keramikaSi ufro igrZnoba sxvaoba, rac 
saSualebas gvaZlevs gavmijnoT III etapi 
winasagan. II etapisTvis damaxasiaTebelia 
WurWlis bikonusuri forma, mkveTri wibo-
Ti korpusis Suawelis irgvliv grafikuli 
ornamentaciis simcire da individualu-
ri xasiaTi, isic II periodis bolos, qvacx-
elebis C

1
 fenaSi iCens Tavs. III etapisTvis 

damaxasiaTebelia, didi zomis sqelkedlian 
WurWelTan erTad, SedarebiT wminda 
struqturis, mtkice, Txelkeciani, kargad 
gaprialebuli Savzedapiriani WurWlis ga-
Cena; gamowvis ufro maRali xarisxi; Wur-
Welis saerTo formisa da nawilebis meti 
diferencireba, ZiriTadad samnawiladi 
forma; Camoyalibebuli saxis grafikuli 
ornamenti, romelic uwyvet, ritmul, or-
namentul sartylebsa qmnis. didi siaxlove, 
rogorc keramikis formebSi, ise ornamen-
taciis stilSi, Cans adreuli yorRanebis 
masalebTan, romlebic am periodSi arsebo-
ben Sida qarTlis mimdebare teritorieb-
ze – TrialeTSi, qvemo qarTlSi, kaxeTSi. 
am etapze iCens Tavs CaRarul-amoburcu-
li ornamenti, romelic sruliad ucxo iyo 
Sida qarTlis keramikuli kompleqsisTvis.

cvlilebebi mtkvar-araqsis kulturis 
SidaqarTluri variantis ganviTarebaSi, 
mis III etapze unda Seetana samxreTidan mo-
sul impulsebs, sadac mtkvar-araqsis kul-
turis araratis velis variantisTvis da-
maxasiaTebelia WurWlis samnawiladi for-
ma da CaRarul-amoburculi ornamenti. 
magram es impulsebi ara uSualod araratis 
velidan momdinare Cans, aramed qvemo qar-
Tlis vakisa da misi momijnave dRevandeli 
azerbaijanis teritoriidan, sadac iseT 
Zeglebze, rogoricaa yaiTmazi, dangreuli 
gora, baba derviSi, imdenad mkafiod Cans 
araratis velis gavlena, rom mosaxleobis 
gadaadgilebac unda vivaraudoT. Sida qa-
rTli ukavSirdeba am regionebs mtkvris 
xeobis meSveobiT. is, rom Sida qarTlSi mx-
olod kulturul impulsebs hqonda adgi-
li da ara samxreT mtkvararaqsuli tome-
bis migracias, Cans imaSi, rom ar Secvlila 
tradiciuli arqiteqtura, cxovrebis sta-
biluri xasiaTi, keramikuli kompleqsis 
ZiriTadi komponentebi. piriqiT, gamdidre-
buli axali impulsebiT, mtkvar-araqsis 
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kulturis SidaqarTluri varianti ufro 
maRal safexurze adis da Tavisi ganviTare-
bis umaRles dones III etapis dasasruls aR-
wevs, cixiagoris B

2
 fenis arsebobis xanaSi 

da swored maSin wydeba ganviTareba am kul-
turis SidaqarTluri variantisa; magram 
mtkvararaqsis kultura agrZelebs arsebo-
bas Sida qarTlis teritoriaze. 

IV etapi, romelic mtkvararaqsis kul-
turis destabilizaciis xanaa Sida qarTl-
Si da SesaZloa, mTel kavkasiaSi. adgili 
aqvs mtkvararaqsuli kulturis matarebel 
tomTa gadaadgilebas. Sida qarTlSi, cix-
iagoris B

1 
fenis masalebSi aisaxa is sakma-

od mkveTri cvlilebebi, romlebic axal-
mosulma tomebma Semoitanes – qviTa da 
aliziT oTxkuTxa Senobebis ageba, kerami-
kuli kompleqsis zogierTi Tavisebureba, 
gvafiqrebinebs, rom es talRa samxreTidan, 
SesaZloa, aRmosavleT anatoliidan mimdin-
areobda. riT iyo gamowveuli mtkvar-araq-
sul tomTa gadaadgileba da am kulturis 
krizisi, Zneli saTqmelia, magram SesaZloa 
es movlenebi dakavSirebuli iyo amierka-
vkasiaSi axali, bedenuri kulturis gamo-
CenasTan, romlis niSnebi aseve gamoCnda IV 
etapis dasawyisSi, cixiagoris B

1
 fenaSi.

Sida qarTlis mtkvar-araqsis kultur-
is IV etapi, imave dros, bedenis kultur-
is I etapia, radgan aRniSnul periodSi es 
ori kultura Tanaarsebobs am regionSi. 
Tanaarsebobis periodi, rogorc Cans xan-
grZlivi iyo. cixiagoris B

1
 fena sawyisia, 

xolo misi A done IV etapis finals miekuT-
vneba da asaxavs mtkvar-araqsis kulturis 
arsebobis dasasruls am regionSi da bede-
nuri kulturis damkvidrebas.

bedenuri kulturis II etapi Sida qarTl-
Si warmodgenilia berikldeebis bedenuri 
feniT da aris gardamavali safexuri adre-
brinjaos xanidan Suabrinjaos xanaze [19, 
gv. 64-66].

absoluturi qronologia

cixiagoras aderbrinjaos xanis fenis 
daTariRebisaTvis, Tavis droze (1994 weli) 
gamoyenebuli iyo, im droisTvis arsebu-
li mtkvar-araqsis kulturis Zeglebis da 
adreuli yorRanebis tradiciuli qro-
nologiuri sqemebi da mcirericxovani ra-
diokarbonuli TariRebi. III etapi Zv. w. 24-23 
ss, xolo IV etapi 22-21 ss daTariRda [19, gv. 
64; 77, gv. 75; 101, gv. 67]. 

cixiagoris B2 fenisTvis gagvaCnda C14 
TariRi - Zv. w. 2900±110 weli (ТБ-831), rome-
lic metad adreul da Seufereblad miviC-
nieT arsebuli tradiciuli qronologi-
isTvis da ar viTvaliswinebdiT mas. 

gasuli ocdaaTi wlis ganmavlobaSi aR-
mosavleT saqarTvelos Zeglebidan dagro-
vda sakmao raodenobis radiokarbonuli 
TariRebisa, rogorc namosaxlarebidan, ise 
yorRanebidan, ramac daazusta bevri Zeg-
lis qronologiuri pozicia [90; 91; 107] maT 
ricxvs Seemata cixiagoris axali TariRebi.

2021 wels D-REAMS radionaxSirbadul 
daTariRebis laboratoriaSi (veismanis 
samecniero instituti. rehovati, israeli) 
Catarda cixiagoris nimuSebis radionax-
Sirbaduli daTariRebis kvlevebi profe-
sor elizabeta boaretos mier. 

B done SeiZleba davaTariRoT Zv.w. 28-27 
ss., xolo A done Zv.w. 26-25 ss.

cixiagoris axali, radiokarbonuli 
TariRebi mniSvnelovania, radgan bedenis 
kulturis gamoCena da misi Tanaarseboba 
mtkvar-araqsis kulturasTan qronologi-
urad gaurkveveli iyo.
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daskvnebi

samxreT kavkasiis centralur nawilSi, 
adrebrinjaos xanis dasasruls mimdin-
are kulturogenezis procesi, rTuli da 
mravalkomponentiani Cans. is, rom mar-
tyofis da bedenis gamoCenis Semdeg, mtk-
var-araqsis kultura agrZelebs arsebo-
bas aRniSnul teritoriaze, saSualebas 
gvaZlevs, ganvixiloT es movlena rogorc 
axali etapi mis evoluciur ganviTarebaSi. 
meores mxriv, inovaciebi imdenad arsebi-
Tia, rom es procesi ufro stimulirebul 

kulturul transformacias warmoadgens, 
rodesac axali kultura yalibdeba adgi-
lobriv safuZvelze garegani impulsebis 
zegavleniT [78].

cixiagoris nasaxlaris stratigrafi-
uli monacemebi da axali radiokarbonu-
li TariRebi saSualebas gvaZlevs am kul-
turuli transformaciis sawyisi periodi 
Zv. w 3 aTaswleulis pirvel naxevarSi vi-
varaudoT, rac mniSvnelovania sxva kul-
turebTan sinqronizaciis da bedenis kul-
turis genezisis kvlevis dros.

Lab#
Field

ID
Type %Eff C%

C-14 age 

±1σ year 

BP

Locus

Calibrated 

range

±1σ

Calibrated range

±2σ
d13C d15N

Archaeological 

Context

RTD
11233

Tsikhia-
gora 

Bone 6.49 43 4025+/-28 Pit 79
Level A

2574 (15.5%) 
2556BC
2544 (49.0%) 
2488BC
2482 (3.7%) 
2476BC

2622 (5.9%) 2598BC
2584 (89.6%) 2468BC

-18.5 6.7 Kura-Arax, second 
part of III Millennium 
BC

RTD
11234

Tsikhia-
gora 

Bone 3.95 43 3983+/-27 pit 78
Level A

2566 (37.4%) 
2531BC
2495 (30.8%) 
2468BC

2574 (95.4%) 2460BC -21.5 1.7 Kura-Arax, second 
part of III Millennium 
BC

RTD
11237

Tsikhia-
gora 

Bone 11.85 43 4180+/-28 pit 17
Level B1

2878 (14.7%) 
2855BC
2808 (38.5%) 
2750BC
2724 (15.1%) 
2700BC

2886 (21.6%) 2836BC
2818 (72.4%) 2666BC
2648 (1.5%) 2636BC

-19.3 7.1 Kura-Arax, first half 
III Millennium BC.

RTD
11236

Tsikhia-
gora 

Dentine 6.5 43 4180+/-27 Level B2 2878 (14.4%) 
2856BC
2807 (39.4%) 
2750BC
2722 (14.5%) 
2701BC

2886 (21.6%) 2836BC
2818 (72.6%) 2666BC
2647 (1.3%) 2636BC

-19.6 7.5 Kura-Arax, first half 
III Millennium BC. 
Approx. 2900 BC
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Suabrinjaos xana

Tavisi konstruqciiT cixiagoris yor-
Ranebi msgavsebas amJRavnebda samTavros 
N#243 kromlexian samarxTan, romlis krom-
lexis diametric udros 10 m-s. kromlexiT 
SemosazRvruli mTeli farTobi did-pa-
tara riyis qvebiT iyo mofenili. aq aRmoCe-
nili erT-erTi Tixis WurWeli (T.W. #3) cix-
iagoris yorRanis keramikas uaxlovdeba 
formisa da damzadebis teqnologiis mxriv. 
TariRdeba Zv.w. XVII-XVI ss-iT [10, gv. 33-34, 
tab. I

1,3
].

Sida qarTlSi mravalfenian namosaxlar 
berikldeebze msgavsi keramika aRmoCnda 
Suabrinjaos xanis CaSvebul samarxSi (sa-
marxi #3) [35 gv. 38-39. tab. VII

3
].

amrigad, cixiagoris yorRanebi, para-
lelebis gaTvaliswinebiT, SegviZlia dav-
aTariRoT Suabrinjaos xanis dasasruliT 
– Zv.w. XVII-XVI ss., rasac mxars uWers maTi 
strarigrafiuli mdebareoba. yorRanebi 
gamarTulia adrebrinjaos xanis fenaze 
da maTo ormoebi CaWrilia am fenaSi, xolo 
yorRanebis Tavze, maT yrilze gadadioda 
gvianbrinjaos xanis fena da erT SemTxveva-
Si yorRanis Tixayrili gvainbrinjaos xanis 
nagebobis iatakad iyo gamoyenebuli [11]. 

cixiagoraze Suabrinjaos xanis yor-
Ranebis arseboba aSkarad metyvelebs, rom 
es samosaxlo am droisTvis mitovebulia. am 
faqtma gaamyara dazvervebis Sedegad adre 
gamoTqmuli mosazreba, rom Sida qarTlSi 
Suabrinjaos xanaSi adamiani gorebze aRar 
saxlobs, masze cxovreba Sewyvetili Cans; 
goras samosaxlod gamoyeneba gvaindel 
brinjaos xanaSi ganaxldeba [22, gv. 192].

gvianbrinjaos xana

cixiagoris gvianbrinjaos xanis namo-
saxlarze ori samSeneblo done dadas-
turda. pirvel doneze dadasturebulia 
#1,2,3 nagebobaTa naSTebi, romlebic did 
msgavsebas iCenen Sida qarTlis teritori-
aze gaTxril namosaxlarebTan – yaTnalix-
evi II, cxinvalis nacargora II,III, mWadijvris 
II samSeneblo horizontebi - konstruqci-
iTa da interieris mowyobis principiT. 
cixiagoris namosaxlarze mopovebuli 
keramika damzadebulia kargad ganleqili 
Tixisagan, gamomwvaria Tanabrad, umete-
sad Txelkeciania. oriode WurWlis garda, 
yvelas aqvs kargad gaprialebuli zedapiri 
da Semkulia sxvadasxva saxis gravirebuli 
ornamentiT. Warbobs talRisebri orna-
menti, daStrixuli, badisebri da werti-
lovani saxeebiT Sevsebuli samkuTxedebi, 
reliefuri da amoRaruli sada sartyle-
bi (tab. 122-127; sur. 87-93). # 3 nagebobaSi 
aRmoCnda cxovelis, savaraudod cxenis, 
mcire qandakebis fragmenti, romelsac 
ukana kidurebze aqvs gamWoli naxvreti, 
rogorc Cans, RerZis dasamagrelad (tab. 
128

1
). am artefaqtis paralels warmoadgens 

werovani II samarovanze mopovebuli cxeni-
sa da kanjaris figurebi, romlebsac aseve 
aqvT kidurebze gamWoli naxvreti. wero-
vanis igive samarxebSi aRmoCnda Tixisagan 
damzadebuli borblebis modelebi.

cixiagoris gvianbrinjaos xanis namo-
saxlaris meore samSeneblo doneze dafiq-
sirda # 4 saTavso. aRmoCenil didi zomis 
qoTans, romelic damzadebulia uxeSi, 
msxvilmarcvlovani, qviSanarevi Tixisa-
gan, zedapirze aqvs Carxiseuli uwvrilesi 
koncentruli xazebi, xolo mTeli korpusi 
Semkulia reliefuri da amoRaruli sarty-
lebiT (tab. 128

6
, sur. 94). igi miekuTvneba 

e.w. `baiburTuli~ tipis WurWlebs. 
cixiagoras namosaxlaris gvianbrinjaos 

xanis I donis nagebobebi (#1,2,3) Zv.w. XIII-XII 
ss-iT TariRdeba da miekuTvneba samTavru-
li (Sida qarTluri) kulturis wres; xolo 
II donis nagebobis naSTi (#4) TariRdeba 
Zv.w. XV-XIV ss-iT [12].
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adreantikuri/aqemeniduri xana 

cixiagoris aqemeniduri fenis 
daTariRebisaTvis

cixiagoris aqemenidur fenaSi aRmo-
Cenili masalis analizma gviCvena, rom am 
fenis masala axlo paralelebs poulobs 
xovles namosaxlaris III-II, narekvavis I-III 
horizontebis, naxidrebis Walis da arux-
lo I goranamosaxlaris masalebTan. am ori 
ukanaskneli Zeglis Sesabamisi fenebi frag-
mentulia, amitom aq mopovebuli masalebis 
TariRi cixiagoris, xovles, narekvavis 
stratigrafiam da masalam unda gansazRv-
ros. 

xovle III periodis sawyis TariRad Zv.w. 
VII-VI ss. mijna [23, gv. 73], bolo fazad ki, 
Zv.w. VI s-is ukanaskneli mesamedia miCneu-
li. [23, gv. 94]. xovle III horizontSi aRmo-
Cenili berZnuli Savfiguriani WurWlis 
[23, gv.48, 77, 94], brinjaos isrispirebis [23, 
gv. 48-49, 75-77] , niskartiani doqis [23, tab. 
LIV, 702

2
-s], miliani xeladis [23, gv. 44, tab. 

LVII, 1004=1005s], ”meWeWebiT~ Semkuli doqis 
yuris [23, gv. 45. tab. LIV-1047s] mixedviT xov-
le III periodi Zv.w. VI s-is miwuruliTa da 
Zv.w. V s-is Sua xanebiT unda ganisazRvros. 
rac Seexeba xovle II periods, misi bolo 
faza kargadaa gansazRvruli Zv.w. V-IV ss. 
mijniT [23, gv. 78-79]. Tu imasac gaviTval-
iswinebT, rom `... nagebobebis didi nawili, 
agebuli III periodSi, ganagrZobs arsebo-
bas II periodis ganmavlobaSic~ [23, gv.41], ar 
SevcdebiT Tu xovle III da II periodebs Zv.w 
VI s-is miwuruliT da Zv.w. IV s-is dasawyisiT 
SemovfargloT [21]. 

narekvavis namosaxlarze sami samSeneb-
lo horizonti dafiqsirda. I horizonti 
Zv.w. VI s-is miwuruliT da V s-is dasawyisiT 
aris daTariRebuli [9, gv. 95]. II horizontis 
TariRi Zv.w. VI s-Taa gansazRvruli [9, gv. 
97], III horizontis qveda TariRad Zv.w. VIII 
s-is miwuruli – Zv.w. VII s-is dasawyisia miC-
neuli [9, gv. 98].

narekvavis namosaxlaris TariRebi 
stratigrafiis, masalis analizis da C14-is 
monacemebis safuZvelzea miRebuli. masa-
lis analizis Sedegad aRniSnulia, rom `me-
same samSeneblo horizontSi dadasture-

buli Tixis nawarmi, faqtiurad imeorebs II 
samSeneblo horizontis WurWlis ZiriTad 
niSnebs~ [9, gv. 97]. aseve aRniSnulia, rom 
I-III horizontebis qvevrebs Soris raime ti-
pologiuri sxvaoba ar SeiniSneba [9, gv. 46]. 
amdenad SeiZleba iTqvas, rom narekvavis 
namosaxlaris I-III samSeneblo horizontebi 
erT kulturul fenas warmoadgenen, ro-
melSic sami samSeneblo done gamoiyofa. 
C14-is monacemebi Semdeg suraTs iZleva – I 
horizontisaTvis 2430±40 e.i. Zv.w 480 w. [9, 
gv. 95], II horizontisaTvis 2490±50 e.i. Zv.w. 
540 w., 2495±60, e.i. 545 w. [9, gv. 97]; III hori-
zontisaTvis 2450±50, e.i. Zv.w. 500 weli [9, gv. 
98].

Tu narekvavis namosaxlaris I-III samSene-
blo doneebis masalebis siaxloves da C14-
is monacemebs gaviTvaliswinebT romlis 
mixedviTac narekvavis namosaxlari 2430±40 
da 2495±60 (e.i. daaxl. Zv.w. 545-480 ww.) Soris 
Tavsdeba da imasac, rom narekvavis samaro-
vani Zv.w. V s-Si wyvets arsebobas, narekvavis 
namosaxlaris (I-III doneebi) funqcionire-
bis periodi Zv.w. VI s-iTa da Zv.w. V s-is Sua 
xanebiT unda ganisazRvros da I samSeneblo 
done Zv.w. VI s-is miwuruliTa da Zv.w. V s-is 
pirveli naxevriT daTariRdes. 

cixiagoris aqemenidur fenaSi sami (A, 
B, C) samSeneblo donis gamoyofa SeiZleba. 
amis safuZvels gaTxrebis procesSi dada-
sturebuli situacia iZleva. sataZro kom-
pleqsSi Semavali beRlis wina ezos (elin-
isturi fena) qveS aqemeniduri fenis sami 
samSeneblo done dadasturda. ori donea 
warmodgenili 38-42, 63-67, 88-92, 113-117-e 
kvadratebSic. borcvis am monakveTSi aqe-
menidur da elinistur fenebs 0,3-0,5 m sis-
qis Savi miwis Sre yofs, romelic arqeolo-
giur masalas praqtikulad ar Seicavs. aqe-
menidur fenaSi gaiTxara riyis qvis didi 
zomis qvebiT dawyobili gza Tu moedani 
da nagebobaTa naSTebi (tab. 100-102), ro-
melTac am monakveTSi gaTxrili zogierTi 
ormo (## 13, 15-20) azianebs, romlebic Ta-
vis mxriv elinisturi feniTaa gadafaru-
li. amave feniTaa dafaruli zogierTi sxva 
ormoc (## 2, 9, 10, 12, 14). aqemenidur fenas 
azianebs elinisturi xanis ormoebic ## 
49, 50, 51. 

A done gaTxrilia (tab. 100, kv. 82-83) taZ-



287TsikhiagoraTsikhiagora

ris beRlis win ezos donidan 0,2 m siRrmeze 
(tab. 103). amave dones ekuTvnis taZris da 
beRlis iatakis qveS gamovlenili `didi 
sazogadoebrivi nageboba”.

B dones (tab. 100) miekuTvneba beRlis 
wina ezos donidan 0,6 m siRrmeze (kv. 82-83) 
gamovlenili masalebi (tab. 104); taZris 
ezoSi (kv. 147,148) gaTxrili oTaxis (tab. 
107, 109), saTonis iatakis qveS (kv. 66) (tab. 
105

8,9
) da wisqvilis win (kv. 614, 615) qveda do-

neze (tab. 105
10-13

) aRmoCenili masalebi. 
B dones miekuTvneba ormoebis nawili 

(## 1, 7, 13, 15), romlebic am donidanaa 
CaSvebuli.

C done (tab. 100) gamovlenilia beRl-
is ezos (kv. 82-83) donidan 1,2 m siRrmeze 
(tab. 105

1-7
); satrapezos qveS (tab. 106, 108

1-

8
), riyis qviT mowyobili gzis (moednis) do-

neze; kv. 42 (tab. 108
9-13

), kv. 67 (tab. 110
7,8

), kv. 
92 (tab. 110

2-6
), kv. 115 (tab. 110

1
) riyis qvis 

moednis doneze dadasturebuli masale-
bi; kv. 90-92, 115, 117 kvadratebSi gaTxrili 
riyis qviT mowyobili gza Tu moedani (tab. 
101, 102, 118); ##2, 5, 6, 14 ormoebi.

A dones kargad aTariRebs moxatuli 
xeladis fragmenti (tab. 103

6
), romelic 

stilisturad da teqnologiurad qarT-
lis aqemeniduri da postaqemeniduri xanis 
moxatuli keramikis II tipis analogiuria 
da Zv.w. IV s-is Sua xanebiTa da II naxevriT 
TariRdeba [83, gv. 77-79; 26 ].

B done paraleluri masalis (ix. ze-
moT) da cixiagoris aqemeniduri fenis 
stratigrafiis mixedviT Zv.w. V s-is II nax-
evriTa da Zv.w. IV s-is dasawyisiT unda da-
TariRdes. am TariRs mxars uWers #7 ormo-
Si aRmoCenili Zvlis isrispiric (tab. 112

12
). 

aseTi isrispirebi gvxvdeba wina aziaSi, 
skviTiaSi isini iSviaTobas warmoadgenen 
[65, gv. 73]. isini ZiriTadad samxreT kavkasi-
idanaa cnobili [18; 9; 54] da Zv.w. V-IV ufro 
ki Zv.w. IV s-iT TariRdeba [18, gv. 113]. aseve 
sainteresoa am doneze aRmoCenili miliani 
xeladebis fragmentebi (tab. 105

13
, 115

4
). ase-

Ti WurWeli pirvelad Zv.w. V s-Si vrcel-
deba. adreuli calebi didi zomis doqebs, 
mogvianebiT ki momcro zomis xeladebs war-

1  gamoTqmulia mosazrebebi, rom e.w. rkinis farTo aTvisebis xanis arqeologiuri masalebi Zv.w. V s-is dasawyis-
Sic [83, gv. 8, 84-85] da Zv.w. IV s-is CaTvliT [9, gv. 153] gvxvdeba

moadgenen [83, gv. 58]. swored am ukanasknel 
jgufs miekuTvneba cixiagoris calebi. 

C done paraleluri masalis da 
stratigrafiis mixedviT Zv.w. VI s-is miwuru-
liT da Zv.w. V s-is I naxevriT TariRdeba. C 
donis daTariRebisaTvis garkveuli mniSvn-
eloba riyis qviT mowyobil gzaze (moedani) 
aRmoCenil e.w. skviTur isrispirebs (tab. 
118

6,7
) aqvs. es isrispirebi samwaxnaga, mok-

lemasriani isrispirebis jgufs miekuTvne-
ba, romlebic skviTiaSi Zv.w. VI s-is bolos da 
Zv.w. IV s-Sia gavrcelebuli. amave periodSi 
gvxvdeba wina aziaSic [65, gv. 72]. cixiagoris 
analogiur isrispirebs a. meliukova Zv.w. 
VI-V ss. aTariRebs [79, tab. 7

1-7
].

yuradRebas imsaxurebs C doneSi aRmo-
Cenili Wraqi (tab. 108

4
) da qoTani Tu qvab-

qoTani (tab. 108
5
), romelTa Zirebi iribad 

dakeWnili ornamentiTaa Semkuli, rac wina-
morbedi epoqisTvisaa damaxasiaTebeli da 
qarTlis Zv.w. V-IV ss. Zeglebze maTi aRmoCe-
na iSviaTia1.

ZirdakeWnili WurWlebis C doneze aR-
moCena imazec miuTiTebs, rom aq gamovle-
nili wiTelkeciani keramika qarTlis am 
jgufis keramikis uadres nimuSebs miekuT-
vneba [21].

wiTelkeciani keramikis qarTlSi ga-
moCena aqemeniduri iranidan Zv.w. V s-dan 
ivaraudeba [56, gv. 91; 83; 25]. jerjerobiT 
erTaderTi Zegli, sadac wiTelkeciani ke-
ramika ufro adreul fenaSia aRmoCenili, 
xovles namosaxlaris IV horizontia [23, gv. 
38-39], sadac aseTi keramika xovle IV perio-
dis bolo fazaSi Cndeba [23, gv. 71]. Tu xo-
vle III periodis TariRad Zv.w. VI s-is miwu-
rulsa da V s-is I naxevars miviRebT, maSin 
xovle IV periodis dasasruli Zv.w. VI s-is 
meore naxevarSi an ufro, ukanasknel me-
samedSi unda vivaraudoT da wiTelkeciani 
keramikis gaCenac am periodidan vigulisx-
moT, rac aqemeniduri iranis CrdiloeTiT 
eqspansiis Sedegi unda iyos Zv.w. VI s-is 
ukanasknel mesamedSi [25; 27]. niSandobli-
via, rom amave periodidan Semodis qarTl-
Si berZnuli importuli keramika (avlevi, 
rusTavi, xovle, awyuri) [15; 23, gv. 48, 77, 99; 
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22, gv. 193]. SeiZleba aqemenidur samyaros-
Tan urTierTobis Sedegi iyos, qarTlSi 
axali elementebis SemosvlasTan erTad, 
berZnuli importuli keramikis gaCena, ro-
melic albaT saxmeleTo gziT, md. mtkvris 
xeobaze gavliT aRwevda samxreT kavkasiis 
aRmosavleT regionebSi. 

amdenad, cixiagoris aqemeniduri fenis 
stratigrafiuli monacemebi da masalis 
analizi aqemeniduri xanis fenis diferen-
cirebuli daTariRebis saSualebas iZleva:

A done – Zv.w. IV s-is Sua xanebi da meore 
naxevari.

B done – Zv.w. V s-is II naxevari da Zv.w. IVs-
is dasawyisi. 

C done – Zv.w. VI s-is miwuruli – Zv.w. V 
s-is pirveli naxevari [21, gv. 52]. 

aqemeniduri fenis xasiaTi

cixiagoris daxasiaTebisas g. cqitiSvi-
li aRniSnavda: `adrebrinjaos xanis Semdeg 
goraze karga xniT wydeba cxovreba. misi xe-
laxali aTviseba Zv.w. II aTaswleulis bolo 
saukuneebSi xdeba. aqedan moyolebuli, Zvel 
da axal welTaRricxvaTa mijnamde, cixiag-
oraze cxovreba ar Sewyvetila, oRond icv-
leba goris arsi. daaxloebiT Zv.w. VI s-Si mo-
saxleoba aqedan barSi Cadis da goris aRmo-
savleTiT da CrdiloeTiT dabad saxldeba. 
amieridan gora dabis salocavi xatia. Zv.w. 
VI-V ss. samSeneblo horizontSi SerCenilia 
didi, rogorc Cans, sazogadoebrivi Senobis 
saZirkvelTa naSTebi. Senoba ganadgurebu-
lia momdevno xanis mozrdili kompleqsis 
mSneblobisas~ [40, gv. 169-171]. 

Cvenc viziarebT g. cqitiSvilis azrs 
cixiagoris garkveul periodSi sakulto 
centrad qcevis Taobaze. es movlena cix-
iagoraze aqemeniduri xanis fenis gaCe-
nasTan unda iyos dakavSirebuli. im dros 
rodesac aqemeniduri xanis fenis C doneze 

2  paraleli isev cixiagoraze eZebneba. zeda, elinisturi fenis sataZro kompleqsis ezos Tavdapirvel doneze 
aseTive, saSualo zomis riyis qviT mowyobili wagrZelebuli formis moedani gaiTxara, romelic mTavari taZ-
ris dasavleTi Sesasvlelisakenaa mimarTuli (tab. 100). bolomde arc am moednis funqciaa garkveuli

3  isini daZerwili yofila uswormasworo niadagze da ara motkepnil iatakze, razec maTi Zirebi aSkarad miu-
TiTeben. es kera-sakurTxevlebi wagrZelebuli marTxkuTxedis formisaa da sami mxridan bortiTaa SemozRud-
uli (tab. 116

3
, 117

11
). isini aSkarad cec xlTan iyo dakavSirebuli. Tu cecxlis zemoqmedebis xarisxiT vimsjel-

ebT, isini xangrZlivi xmarebisaTvis ar iyo gaTvaliswinebuli. iqmneba STabeWdileba, rom maT saxeldaxelod 
Ria cis qveS, pirdapir miwaze Zerwavdnen. ar aris gamoricxuli, rom maTze cecxlTan dakavSirebul rituals 
asrulebdnen, Semdeg ki saritualod amoTxril ormoSi aTavsebdnen

igeba riyis didi brtyeli qvebiT Sedgenili 
gza Tu moedani2, romlis sakulto xasiaTze, 
albaT, masSi gamarTuli ormoc miuTiTebs, 
sadac, rogorc Cans, Sewiruli nivTebia 
moTavsebuli (tab. 118). aseve sakulto unda 
iyos mis gverdiT gamarTuli ormoebic, sa-
dac Tixis WurWelTan, nacarTan da naxSir-
Tan erTad unikaluri stacionaluri kere-
bis Tu sakurTxevlebis nawilebi aRmoCnda3.

SeiZleba cixiagoris aqemenidur fenas 
ekuTvnodes zariseburi bazisis fragmenti 
(tab. 119), romelic borcvis dasavleT naw-
ilSi aRmoCnda, qvafeniliani gzis Tu moed-
nis mimdebare farTobze [2, gv. 87]. bazisis 
es natexi aqemeniduri fenis gamorCeuli 
nagebobis (sasaxle, taZari) kuTvnili unda 
iyos. Tu am periodSi goris sakulto xasi-
aTs gaviziarebT, SeiZleba davuSvaT, rom 
aqemenidur xanaSi aq sakulto nageboba 
idga. 

zariseburi bazisis es fragmenti pos-
taqemeniduri da elinisturi xaniT Zv.w. IV 
s-is boloTi – Zv.w. III s-is dasawyisiT [3, gv. 
10] aris daTariRebuli da miCneulia, rom 
sataZro kompleqsze ufro Zvel, sxva nage-
bobas ekuTvnis.

am bazisTan urTierTkavSirSia ganxilu-
li cixiagoris ormagprotomiani kapiteli, 
romelic aRmoCnda taZarSi, #10 oTaxSi. 
igi iatakidan 1,5 m-is simaRleze, dangreu-
li alizis kedlebis yrilSi dadasturda. 
miuxedavad imisa, rom Tavidanve g. cqitiS-
vilis mier igi taZris arqiteqturul deta-
lad iqna gaazrebuli, gamoiTqva mosazreba, 
rom igi ar ekuTvnis taZars da ufro adreu-
li, sxva nagebobis kuTvnilebaa [3, gv. 10-11].

bazisis analizisas aRniSnulia, rom `Ta-
visi moculobiT gacilebiT axlosaa pro-
totipebTan – mis tanze amokveTili foT-
lebi swored persepolisSi dakanonebuli 
nimuSebis analogiuria~ [38]. amasTan xaz-
gasmnulia ormagprotomiani kapitelis 
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prototipebTan daSoreba [37, gv. 11], ris ga-
moc elinisturi xaniT (Zv.w. IV s-is bolo – III 
s.) iqna daTariRebuli [56, gv.65; 3, gv. 10; 38, 
gv. 39]. amdenad, bazisi aqemeniduri proto-
tipebis analogiuria, kapiteli ki maTgan 
sakmaod dacilebuli, rac albaT maT qro-
nologiur sxvaobazec unda miuTiTebdes. 

rogorc ar unda gadawydes cixiagoris 
ormagprotomiani kapitelis daTariRebis 
sakiTxi, migvaCnia, rom kapiteli elinis-
turi xanis taZarSi ufunqciod ar iqnebo-
da. misi adgili isev taZris konstruqciaSi 
unda moinaxos. elinistur xanaSi kapiteli 
rom xilul adgilze iyo, amaze SeiZleba 
arapirdapir miuTiTebdes `sayaraulo ser-
ze~ gaTxril mdidrul samarxSi aRmoCenili 
giSris sakidi, romelic ormagprotomiani 
kapitelis models warmoadgens (sur. 45).

migvaCnia, rom ufro marTebulia bazisis 
aqemenidur, xolo kapitelis elinistur 
fenasTan dakavSireba [21]. 

Txemze dafiqsirebuli aqemeniduri fe-
nis B da C doneebis Tanadrouli samaro-
vani borcvidan 800 m-is dacilebiT `qas-
raanT miwebzea~ gamarTuli. aqemeniduri 
fenis A donis Tanadrouli `daWrilebis~ 
samarovani cixiagoras borcvidan ufro ax-
losaa da misgan 350 metriTaa dacilebuli. 
am teritoriaze samarxebi Zv.w. IV s-is Sua 
xanebidan Cndeba, ris Semdegac maleve xde-
ba `qasraanT miwebis~ samarovnis mitoveba. 
Zv.w. III s-is dasawyisidan samarovani sataZ-
ro kompleqsTan ufro axlos, 100 m-is dac-
ilebiT, `sayaraulo serze~ inacvlebs. 

cixiagoras borcvis ZirSi dasaxleba Zv.w. 
VI s-is dasawyisSi Cndeba. pirveli dasaxle-
ba borcvis aRmosavleTiT da samxreT-aR-
mosavleTiT Cans gaSenebuli. am terito-
riaze dasaxlebam Zv.w. IV s-is miwurulamde 
iarseba. Zv.w. III s-is dasawyisidan dasaxleba 
ufro dasavleTiT inacvlebs da `sayarau-
lo seris~ samxreT ferdobs ikavebs, seris 
Txemze ki samarovani Cndeba. Zv.w. II s-dan 
dasaxleba aRmosavleTiT da samxreT-aR-
mosavleTiT vrceldeba da md. Savwyalas 
marcxena napirs aRwevs. am dasaxlebam ax.w. 
IV s-mde iarseba [40, gv. 171]. 

yovelive zemoTqmuli gvavaraudebinebs, 
rom cixiagora sakulto xasiaTs aqemenisur 
xanaSi iZens da es tradicia elinistur xa-

naSic grZeldeba. 
qarTlis teritoriaze, garda ukve ganx-

iluli Zeglebisa, aqemeniduri xanis kidev 
or aTeulamde namosaxlaria cnobili, 
romlebic dazvervebis an mcire masStabis 
gaTxrebis Sedegadaa gamovlenili. 

cixiagoris aqemenidur fenaSi gamovle-
nilma masalebma pirvelad mogvca saSuale-
ba gamovyoT am epoqis sami etapi, romleb-
sac sami samSeneblo done Seesabameba [21]. 

cixiagoris, xovles da narekvavis ar-
qeologiuri masalis analizis Sedegad 
Cans, rom aqemeniduri xanis qarTlSi mTeli 
rigi axali movlenebi fiqsirdeba, rac am 
epoqis qarTlis kulturul-istoriuli vi-
Tarebis axlebur gaazrebas moiTxovs. 

g. cqitiSvili fiqrobda, rom cixiagoras 
`kompleqsi agebuli unda iyos .. azos mier. 
is iyo iranis mier dapyrobili qarTlis 
nawilis erisTavi”, romelic `Zveli qarTu-
li matianeebis mixedviT aleqsandre make-
donelma .. mmarTvelad dasva~ [42, gv. 25]. igi 
aseve aRniSnavda, rom `.. dRevandeli Sida 
qarTli ascda aqemenidTa imperiis dapy-
robebs da rom is imperiis farglebs gareT 
darCa”. `miuxedavad amisa herodote iqve 
dasZens, rom sparsTa saxelmwifo vrcel-
deboda kavkasionamde”. 

j. gvetaZe da g. cqitiSvils gamoTqmuli 
aqvT mosazreba, rom aqemenidurma sparseT-
ma Tavisi gavlena artaqserqse I-is (Zv.w. 
462-424 ww.) dros gaavrcela qarTlze [42]. 
j. gvetaZe varaudobda, rom qarTlis XVIII 
satrapiaSi gaerTianeba artaqserqse II (Zv.w. 
405-358 ww. ) dros moxda [6]. mecnierTa nawi-
li fiqrobda, rom cixiagora XVIII satrapiis 
erT-erTi centri iyo [84, gv. 69, 71]. 

Cveni azriT, ufro marTebulia g. nari-
maniSvilis mier gamoTqmuli mosazreba, 
rom qarTli iranis politikuri interese-
bis sferoSi Zv.w. VI s-is miwuruls, darios 
I-is dros moeqca. Tumca, qarTli araso-
des Sedioda imperiis SemadgenlobaSi da 
aqemenidebi qarTls adgilobrivi aris-
tokratiis meSveobiT marTavdnen. XVIII sa-
trapiis CrdiloeTi sazRvari yarajamirl-
isTan, sari-Tefesa da beniaminis maxloblad 
gadioda [27]. am zolis CrdiloeTiT, kavka-
siis qedamde mdebare teritorias mcxeTis 
adgilobrivi mmarTveli ganagebda.
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elinisturi/postaqemeniduri xana

elinisturi/postaqemeniduri epoqa me-
tad mniSvnelovania CvenTvis, radgan qa-
rTuli istoriuli tradicia swored am 
epoqas ukavSirebs qarTlis/iberiis saxel-
mwifos Camoyalibebas. werilobiTi wyaroe-
bi mwiria. qarTuli matianeebis, `qarTlis 
cxovrebis~ da `moqcevai qarTlisa~ sakma-
od bundovani cnobebi, arqeologiuri ma-
salebiT Sevsebas moiTxovs. mniSvnelovania 
yvela Zegli, romlis monacemebi saSuale-
bas gvaZlevs vimsjeloT im epoqis materi-
alur Tu sulier kulturaze. 

cixigoris sataZro kompleqsi uni-
kaluria Tavisi daculobiT saqarTvelos 
antikuri xanis istoriis da kulturis Ses-
wavlisaTvis. amitom, mniSvnelovania misi 
qronologiis da raobis sakiTxebis garkve-
va. 

g. cqitiSvilis azriT, saqarTvelo Tavi-
si geografiuli mdebareobiT ZvelTaganve 
ori kulturis: aRmosavleTisa da dasavle-
Tis Sesayarzea, da am sataZro kompleqsSic 
kargad Cans am ori kulturis gavlena da 
Serwyma. 

aqemeniduri ieris svetisTavis aRmoCe-
na erTxel kidev metyvelebs imdroindeli 
aRmosavleT saqarTvelos mWidro kavSirze 
aqemenidur samyarosTan. amas ar unda ew-
inaaRmdegebodes mcireaziuli berZnuli 
warmoSobis aso-niSnebis dadastureba cix-
iagoris kramitebze, radgan rogorc cno-
bilia aqemenidTa samefom, pirvelma isto-
riaSi, gaaerTiana im droindeli kulturu-
li samyaros didi nawili da man ganapiroba 
aqemeniduri saxelmwifos kulturis na-
revi, raSic didi wvlili berZnul element-
sac miuZRvoda [42; 110]. 

cixiagoris yvelaze mniSvnelovan fenad 
antikuri xanis fenaa miCneuli. misi sim-
Zlavre 4 m-s aRwevs. am fenas ekuTvnis elin-
isturi xanis unikaluri sataZro kompleq-
si, romelic g. cqitiSvilis azriT, Zv.w. IV 
s-is dasasruliT – Zv.w. III s-is Sua xanebiT, 
xolo Cveni azriT Zv.w. III s-is dasawyis-
iT-Zv.w. II s-is Sua xanebiT TariRdeba [21, gv. 
47]. cixiagoris elinisturi fena 8 samSeneb-
lo dones moicavs. aqedan III-VIII doneebi sa-
taZro kompleqsis arsebobis periods mie-

kuTvneba. sataZro kompleqsis funqcioni-
rebis bolo etapi III dones ukavSirdeba. am 
donis ngrevis periodi emTxveva qarTlSi 
Savad gamomwvari, `sarkiseburzedapiriani~ 
keramikis gavrcelebis xanas (aseTi WurWe-
li III donezec gamoCnda), romelic Zv.w. II 
s-is dasawyisiTa da Zv.w. I s-is pirveli nax-
evroTaa gansazRvruli [83, gv. 59]. am saxis 
keramikis TariRi samadlos, nastakisis, 
dedoflis mindvris, ufliscixis da cix-
iagoras stratigrafiuli monacemebis da 
Sesabamis fenebSi mopovebuli masalis an-
alizis Sedegadaa miRebuli [56, gv. 85; 83, 
gv. 63]. aseTi keramika didi raodenobiT aR-
moCnda cixiagoras I da II doneebSi, cixiago-
ris sataZro kompleqsis dangreva `sarkise-
burzedapiriani~ keramikis gavrcelebis Sua 
periodSi, Zv.w. II s-is Sua xanebSi unda vivar-
audoT. taZris funqcionirebis bolo eta-
pis Tanadrouli horizonti (IV-VIII doneebi) 
gaiTxara, romlebic isev taZarTanaa dakav-
Sirebuli. IV-V doneebSi mcire raodenobiT 
kidev gvxvdeba ` sarkiseburzedapiriani~ 
keramika, xolo VI-VIII doneebi `samadlos 
stilis~ moxatuli keramikiTaa warmodge-
nili, romelic samadlos naqalaqaris qveda 
elinistur fenaSi aRmoCenili importuli 
keramikis [56, gv. 43-47, tab. IX] mixedviT Zv.w. 
III-II s-is dasawyisiT TariRdeba [83, gv. 60, 83; 
26, gv. 2]. cixiagoris sataZro kompleqsis 
agebis TariRs, swored, `samadlos stilis~ 
moxatuli keramika Zv.w. III s-is dasawyisiT 
gansazRvravs [28]. dangrevis TariRs ki am-
yarebs damwvar maranSi aRmoCenili yurZnis 
wipwebis axali radiokarbonuli TariRi – 
RTD 7824, 2107±20 BP, 193-86 BC (84,2%) [92, gv. 
65].

mzisa da cecxlis kulti Zvel saqarTve-
loSi jer kidev adreuli brinjaos xanidan 
dasturdeba, magram g. cqitiSvili azriT, 
es taZari Cveni mezobeli iranis (zoro-
astriuli religiis) gavleniT unda yo-
filiyo agebuli. `erTi rac SeiZleba davu-
matoT, Toneebis arsebobaa saerTo sataZ-
ro msaxurebisaTvis, maSin, rodesac sacx-
ovrebel SenobebSi aqac da mTel imdroin-
del aRmosavleT saqarTveloSi, mxolod 
tradiciuli (xovluri tipis) Rumelebia 
gavrcelebuli, Toneebi ki Semoyva iranuli 
taZris tips da masSi acxobdnen, msgavsad 



291TsikhiagoraTsikhiagora

iranisa, satrapezo dResaswaulebze mosu-
li mrevlisaTvis purs. taZris kompleqsSi 
mcxovreb mogvebsac (qurumebs) ki mama-pap-
uri Rumeli hqondaT yoveldRiuri saW-
iroebisTvis. vfiqrobT, adgilobrivi mzi-
sa da cecxlis kulti Seerwya iranul amave 
RvTaebaTa garegnul gaformeba-rituals 
da ase `gadakeTebul~ kults dasWirda sa-
ritualo purisTvis is sacxobi, romelic 
iq iranSi ixmareboda~ [42]. 

cixiagoris sataZro kompleqsi, arqiteq-
turis TvalsazrisiT, Seiswavla g. yifianma 
da aRniSna misi siaxlove iranul cecxlis 
taZrebTan (rogorc adreul, aseve Tana-
medrove) [38]. 

k. ximSiaSvili aRniSnavs, rom rTuli vi-
Tarebaa taZris interpretaciasTan daka-
vSirebiT. miuxedavad imisa, rom igi namd-
vilad avlens mTel rig niSnebs, romliTac 
ukavSirdeba iranul cecxlis taZrebs, aris 
erTi garemoeba, rac praqtikulad gamor-
icxavs am nagebobis dakavSirebas tradici-
ul zoroastrul taZarTan. kerZod, saqme 
imaSia, rom taZris win ezoSi gamarTul 
maRal sakurTxevelze aRmoCnda ` rkinis 
dana da cxvris damwvari Zvlebi”, xolo kom-
pleqsSi Semaval maranSi aRmoCenil erT-
erT sakurTxevelze Txis damwvari rqebi 
ipovnes. warmoudgenelia, rom tradici-
uli zoroastruli (mazdeanuri) religi-
is mimdevrebma msxverplSewirvis rituali 
Caataron da wminda cecxls gaakaron raime 
sxeuli (xorci), romelic uwmindurad iTv-
leba. es garemoeba Zireulad ewinaaRmdege-
ba am nagebobis (da mTlianad mTeli komple-
qsis) tradiciul identificirebas zoro-
astrul, cecxlis taZrad [45].

miuxedavad amisa, misi azriT, cixiago-
ra mainc SeiZleba daukavSirdes cecxlis 
taZrebs, imdenad didia struqturuli ms-
gavseba. zemoTaRwerili msxverplSewirvis 
axsna ki, albaT, SeiZleba elinistur xanaSi 
zoroastruli religiis RvTismsaxurebis 
jer kidev CamouyalibeblobiT. rogorc 
aRiniSna, msxverplis arSewirva damaxasiaT-
ebelia tradiciuli, orTodoqsuli zoro-
astrizmisTvis. saqarTveloSi ki, SesaZloa, 
arsebobda raRac adgilobrivi Zlieri 
tradicia, romlis mixedviT grZeldeboda 
msxverplSewirva, samsxverplo cxvrisa Tu 

Txis dawva. 
saqarTveloSi Seswavlili am periodis 

taZrebis aRwerisas aRniSnulia, rom naT-
lad ikveTeba taZarTa jgufi, romelsac 
erTnairi gegmarebiTi xasiaTi aqvs. kerZod, 
esenia coxiagora, RarTiskari, samadlos 
miwebi, nastakisi, ufliscixis orsvetiani 
kompleqsi [45]. 

jgufad gamoyofil taZrebs aerTianebs 
Semdegi niSnebi: kvadratuli cela, cel-
as ori mxridan akravs koridorismagvari 
(derefnismagvari) saTavsebi, Sesasvleli 
celaSi gaWrilia safasado kedlis SuaSi, 
taZris win maRali RobiT SemosazRvru-
li ezoa, romelSic Sesasvlelebi gverdiT 
kedlebSia ganTavsebuli; ezos centrSi 
mowyobilia sakurTxeveli (magaliTad, ro-
goricaa cixiagorasa da SesaZloa uflis-
cixis orsvetian darbazSi). 

cixiagorasa da ufliscixis orsvetian 
darbazSi, e.i. taZrebSi sadac kedlebi 
sakmao simaRleze gadarCa, koridorismag-
vari gverdiTa saTavsebidan celaSi sark-
melebia gaWrili. 

safasado mxridan marjvena gverdiT sa-
TavsSi oTx SemTxvevaSi aRmoCnda qvevrebis 
naSTebi.

ganzogadebuli aRweridan cxadia 
struqturuli msgavseba am taZrebsa da 
kargad cnobil iranul cecxlis taZrebs 
Soris, sadac aucilebeli komponentebia 
kvadratuli cela, romlis irgvliv an 
garSemosasvleli koridorebi an kori-
dorismagvari wagrZelebuli saTavsebi, 
taZris win kedliT SemoszRvruli ezoe-
bia sakurTxevlebiT (magaliTad cecxlis 
taZrebi suzis maxloblad, oqsusis taZari 
taxt-I sanginSi) [108; 109].

Mmiuxedavad amisa, savaraudoa, rom cix-
iagoras, RarTiskaris, samadlos miwebis, 
nastakisisa da ufliscixis orsvetiani 
darbazis SemTxvevaSi saqme gvaqvs cecxlis 
taZris regionalur tipTan, radganac, mi-
uxedavad struqturuli erTobisa, aRwer-
il taZrebsa da iranul taZrebs Soris ar-
sebobs mniSvnelovani gansxvavebebic.

aRweril taZarTa jgufs ar gaaCnia ram-
denime win gamoweuli mcire zomis saTavse-
bi, romlebic ganlagebulni arian kvadrat-
uli celis safasado mxaris orive mxares. 
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es saTavsebi warmoadgenen `aTaSgebs~ - mud-
mivi (Cauqrobeli) cecxlis Sesanax adgils. 
Ees saTavsebi `erT-erTi yvelaze arsebiTi 
komponentia iranuli cecxlis taZrebis 
Sinagani funqciuri struqturisa”.

ucnobia SemTxvevebi iranul cecxlis 
taZrebSi, roca ise, rogorc xsenebul taZ-
rebSi (cixiagora, ufliscixis orsvetiani 
darbazi) gverdiTi saTavsebi (derefnebi) 
ixsnebodnen kvadratul darbazSi (celaSi) 
sarkmlebiT. Tumca SesaZloa es gamowveuli 
iyos iranuli cecxlis taZrebis umravle-
sobis cudi daculobiTac.

da bolos, naxseneb yvela taZarSi, gar-
da RarTiskarisa, mTavari (kvadratuli) 
darbazis gadaxurva dayrdnobilia ara oTx 
svetze, rac kanonikuria iranuli cecxlis 
taZrebisaTvis, aramed erTze (cixiagora), 
an orze, (ufliscixis orsvetiani darbazi), 
an sulac ar gaaCndaT Tavisuflad mdgari 
svetebi (samadlos miwebi, nastakisi).

garda amisa, mniSvnelovan rols TamaSob-
da, rogorc Cans, samxreT kavkasiis da ker-
Zod saqarTvelos geografiuli daSoreba 
iranis zoroastruli centrebidan [45]. 

cixiagoris sataZro kompleqsis Seswav-
lam aCvena, rom ritualSi gamoiyeneboda 
cecxli, wiTeli Rvino, ToneSi gamomcxvari 
puri, wvrilfexa saqonlis msxverplSewir-
va. Ddgeba sakiTxi, Tu ra tipis cecxli enTo 
am taZarSi, an romeli RvTaebebisadmi iyo 
miZRvnili aRniSnuli taZari. am kiTxvaze 
zusti pasuxis gacema Cveni codnis Tana-
medrove etapze SeuZlebelia. 

SegviZlia davaskvnaT, rom qarTlis/ibe-
riis samefoSi iranuli kulturis udavod 
Zlieri gavlenis miuxedavad iyo religiu-
ri sinkretizmi adgilobriv tradiciebTan 
[76]. saerTod, aseTi viTareba metad damaxa-
siaTebelia elinizmis epoqisTvis. 

daskvna

cixiagoris TiTqmis ocdaaTwliani Ses-
wavlis Sedegad mopovebuli masalebis 
analizis safuZvelze da daTariRebis ax-
ali meTodebis gamoyenebiT, SesaZleblo-
ba mogveca axleburad gagveSuqebina bevri 
sakiTxi. dazustda Zeglis stratigrafia 
da qronologia. 

Sedegad miviReT cixiagoris kulturu-
li fenebis da doneebis Semdegi Tanmimdev-
roba:

I  fena – adrebrinjaos xanis nasaxlari, 2 
done, 5 samSeneblo horizontiT. Zv.w. 28-
25 ss.

II  fena – Suabrinjaos xanis yorRanebi. Zv.w. 
17-16 ss. 

III  fena – gvianbrinjaos xanis nasaxlari – 2 
done. Zv.w. 15-12 ss. 

IV  fena – adreantikuri/aqemeniduri xanis – 
3 done. Zv.w. 6 s-is miwuruli – Zv.w. 4 s.;

V fena – elinisturi/postaqemeniduri 
xanis, 8 samSeneblo done. Zv.w. 3-1 ss. (3-8 
doneebi - sataZro kompleqsi. Zv.w. 3-2 ss.).

cixiagoris yvela fenis, masalebi imde-
nad mravalferovania da sxvadasxva epoq-
is imden problemas ukavSirdeba, rom maTi 
ganxilva erT naSromSi SeuZlebelia. am 
publikaciis mTavari mizania, am metad sain-
tereso Zeglis mTlianobaSi warmoCena. 
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CULTURAL-CHRONOLOGICAL PROBLEMS  

OF THE MULTI-LAYERED SITE OF TSIKHIAGORA

The study of the cultural layers of Tsikhiagora attested to the fact that archaeological materials from the site 
are dated to the period from Early Bronze Age up to the Hellenistic period.

The general cultural-chronological scheme of this period obtained today for the territory of Eastern Georgia: 

1. Early Bronze Age – the second half of the 4th millennium BC-3rd millennium BC. 

Kura-Araxes culture - second half of the 4th millennium BC-first half of the 3rd millennium. 
Culture of early barrows/ Martkopi, Bedeni -second half of the 3rd millennium BC. 

2. Middle Bronze Age, First half of the 2nd millennium BC.

Trialeti culture.

3. Late Bronze-Early Iron Age, second half of the 2nd millennium- 7th century BC

Lchashen-Tsitelgorebi, Samtavro and other cultures.

4. Early Classical/Achaemenid Period, 6th-4th centuries BC

5. Hellenistic/Post-Achemenid period, 3rd-1st centuries BC

The period of formation of the Kingdom of Kartli/Iberia.

With the publication of the materials of Tsikhiagora according to the epochs, we will try to figure out the 
significance of this monument, specifying the chronology in the light of new data and to discuss some 
problems that are relevant in Georgian archaeology.
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EARLY BRONZE AGE

In the second half of the 4th millennium B.C.-3rd 
millennium B.C. in the Southern Caucasus, Eastern 
Anatolia, north-west Iran, and the East of the North 
Caucasus, the Kura-Araxes, or the Transcaucasian ar-
chaeological culture is widespread. The Early Bronze 
Age Kura-Araxes culture is considered as a single cul-
tural-historical event, but with its local peculiarities. 
The difference between the local varieties was re-
vealed in the topography of the settlements, the ar-
chitecture of the structures and building technique, 
some elements of material culture, etc. [50; 72; 75; 
82; 105; 107].

In the middle of the 3rd millennium B.C., in the 
Southern Caucasus, specifically, in Eastern Georgia, 
the stable character of the Kura-Araxes culture was 
disrupted, which, among other reasons, must have 
been prompted by the appearance of new northern 
and southern elements. A new burial rite spread in 
this time - grandiose individual barrow type burials, 
putting in barrow a carriage for the deceased, big 
changes are felt in social relations, etc. In the early 
kurgans, two groups are distinguished: “Martkopi” 
and “Bedeni”. The Kura-Araxes culture and the ear-
ly barrows are discussed as successive stages, and 
among the barrows, the Bedeni group is considered 
to be later [51; 52; 107]. This scheme of staged de-
velopment is acceptable, though the relationship 
between the monuments of the Kura-Araxes culture 
and the kurgan monuments and the early kurgans/ 
barrows themselves shows us a more complicated 
picture, which is expressed in the materials of con-
struction layers dated to the later stage of the strat-
ified settlements, shaping the Kura–Araxes culture. 
The Tsikhiagora site is among them [19].

***

The above described materials allow us to shape 
some generalisations regarding the settlement. Lev-
els B and A of the Early Bronze Age, with their 5 cul-
tural layers, as we will try to clarify below, are indica-
tors of an uniform development of the Kura-Araxes 
culture in Shida (Inner) Kartli. Despite the fact that 
there exists a difference between levels B and A, they 
belong to the same Kura-Araxes culture, and in gen-
eral the different stages of the life of a settlement 
can be judged. In this way, we will try to discover the 
most typical peculiarities of the life of the settlement 
and shape the general picture of its development. 

However, along with this, it should be taken into ac-
count that this judgement is based on incomplete 
material, since only a small part (approximately one 
tenth) of the monument has been excavated.

***

The settlement of Tsikhiagora is built on a spe-
cially selected natural hill, in an advantageous place 
from the point of view of agricultural development. 
The existence of the Kura-Araxes cultural layer was 
confirmed over the entire area of the hill. A rela-
tively small area has been studied - 300 sq. m in the 
south-western part of the hill, where five cultural lay-
ers were attested. This fact does not exclude the pos-
sibility of the existence of earlier layers in other parts 
of the hill, if they were not settled at the same time.

As for the five studied cultural layers, they, ex-
cept the B

2
 layer, give us a rather scanty information 

about the types of buildings and principles of plan-
ning. Nevertheless, it is clearly seen that the build-
ings do not repeat the planning of those from other 
layers. Thus, in all five layers of the settlement differ-
ent types of planning are evidenced.

The construction technique also changes. The 
buildings of the lower, B

3
 and B

2
 layers are construct-

ed of   wattle-and-daub technique, plastered with 
clay on both sides. The walls of the building in layer 
B

1
 are built of cobblestones and mud-bricks, while 

those of layers A
2 

and A
1 

are represented by clay 
paved floors and a fragment of a clay wall in layer A

1
.

The construction of walls with wattle-and-daub, 
plastered on both sides with clay, which is charac-
teristic of layers B

3
 and B

2
 of Tsikhiagora, is the main 

building tradition of the Kura-Araxes culture in the 
Shida Kartli region [64, pp. 113-149]. Round build-
ings with wattle-and-daub walls and a flat roof are 
characteristic of level D of Khizanaant Gora [14, p. 
44]. The typical building of the upper C and B levels 
is of a different type. It is elongated, with rounded 
corners. Walls are plastered on both sides with clay, 
and a roof is flat. This type of building, it seems, ap-
pears in Shida Kartli at a definite stage of the devel-
opment of the Kura-Araxes culture, and from then 
on it becomes the leading type of building in this 
area[50, p. 97]. On Khizanaant Gora, the process of 
the development of this type of building can be ob-
served [14, p. 46].

The buildings [46, Pl. VI-XXII] excavated in the 
layers of Shida Kartli settlements, particularly the 
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well-studied levels C and B of the Kvatskhela set-
tlement, are completely developed. They are of a 
definite type. Their plan has already passed a long 
way of development, reaching a stable position. De-
spite some archaic peculiarities (rounded corners, 
one main supporting column - “central pillar”, the 
roundness of the roofing beams, usage of wattle), 
the buildings are characterised by two parts, a quad-
rangular shape, a flat roof with a central opening, a 
corridor and complicated constructional parts [46, 
p. 45].

The B
2
 layer of Tsikhiagora (Pl. 136-139) gives us 

grounds to discuss the planning of the village and 
types of buildings. During planning, the dominant 
winds are taken into account. They blow from east 
to west and conversely, that is why the buildings are 
oriented either to the north or to the south.

Despite the fact that only two buildings were 
completely excavated and one was partially studied, 
it seems possible to us to assume that the buildings 
of the settlement were arranged in districts, grouped 
with a specific construction. Building №1 should be 
such a construction (Pl. 136). This is suggested by its 
exceptionally rich interior, a corridor which the other 
two buildings do not have, and the fact that the path 
that ran through the settlement directs right towards 
the entrance of building №1, while buildings №2 and 
№3 are 5-6 metres away from the path (Pl. 137).

The buildings themselves are large, two-room 
constructions covering an area of up to 70 sq. me-
tres. They are elongated, with rounded corners, with 
thatched walls plastered with clay on both sides, a 
flat roof, a supporting column in the centre of the 
central room, and with a rounded heart with protru-
sions emedded into the floor in front of it.

The construction of the building took place in a 
certain manner: the foundation of the building was 
prepared – a platform composed of 20 cm thick hor-
izontal layer of pebbles and clay. The frame of the 
wall was built - the plaited rods attached to the pole, 
and a supporting column was erected. After that, the 
floor and walls are plastered with clay layer by layer. 
The walls are plastered on both sides, and a flat roof 
is made of earth.

As I. Kikvidze has noted, if the types of residen-
tial buildings spread at the sites of the Kura-Araxes 
culture in Shida Kartli have anything in common 
with one another, these are: the structural unity, the 
construction of the walls with wattle-and-daub tech-
nique, the flat earth roof resting on the central pole, 

and the arrangement of a stationary hearth with 
lugs in the centre of the room [14, p. 46].

Buildings of layer B
2
 of Tsikhiagora reveal a partic-

ular similarity to those of layer B
1
 of Kvatskhelebi [46, 

Pl. VI-VIII]  and seem to represent their development. 
The buildings of Tsikhiagora are distinguished by 
their big sizes. A narrow corridor in front of the build-
ing, characteristic of constructions at Kvatskhelebi, is 
bigger and turns into a second room at Tsikhiagora.  
At the same time, construction and building types 
do not change, a natural development takes place.

Some differences are noticed in planning, too. If 
a common principle of planning has been attested 
among the other Kura-Araxes type settlements of 
Shida Kartli,  this is a dense housing of the village, 
between the building defences and other consider-
ations are determined to allow the circulation of air 
is  [14, p. 44]; And truly, the buildings of Kvatskhe-
la are quite closely arranged [46, Pl. IV]; The layout 
of the Tsikhiagora buildings is more spread out, the 
distance between buildings reaches 5-7 metres, and 
their planning leaves the impression of it being more 
orderly. This, too, is probably an indicator of the later 
development of the planning principles of the set-
tlements of Shida Kartli, belonging to the Kura-Arax-
es culture. 

Remains of just one building (Pl. 135) were exca-
vated in the layer B

1
, so the only thing that can be 

said about the planning is that the building seems 
to have been oriented with the entrance to the 
north, to resist the constant winds. The building it-
self consists of a quadrangular room with a round, 
stationary hearth with protrusions, placed in the 
centre. Attention is drawn to the fact that it is built 
of cobblestones and adobe. Thus, the construction 
tradition changed drastically. Though it is true that 
the use of cobblestones and mud-bricks in construc-
tions is not unknown to the Kura-Araxes settlements 
of Shida Kartli, they fulfil just an auxiliary function in 
the buildings made of wattle-and-daub [46, p. 45]. 
As for the B

1
 layer of Tsikhiagora, here constructions 

of wattle-and-daub, of which the buildings of the B
2
 

layer present an excellent example, are not visible at 
all. If we take into account the fact, that the B

2
 layer 

was destroyed by a strong fire, and the floor of the 
B

1
 layer building was erected directly on the ruined 

plasters of the B
2
 layer, the change of the construc-

tion tradition seems to be probably changed due to 
the change of the population.

The B
1
 layer has no development on Tsikhiagora. 
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It seems to be abandoned. This settlement ceases to 
exist for a certain time, and then it starts functioning 
again. Thus, two cultural layers of level A are created.

In layer A
2
, only fragments of clay floors mixed 

with pebbles were recorded, while in layer A
1 
(Pl. 133, 

134), if we judge by the clay floors observed around 
the stationary hearth, the inhabited layer consisted 
of large buildings. Unfortunately, their shape is un-
clear. Clay is used as construction material. A frag-
ment of a clay wall was identified (Pl. 134). It is possi-
ble that mud-bricks have also been used.

The settlement of layer A
1 

appears to be aban-
doned, and the Kura-Araxes type settlement of 
Tsikhiagora ceases the existence.

* * *

The majority of the artefacts of the Tsikhiago-
ra settlement consist of pottery, which is very di-
verse, both in terms of shapes and ornamentation. 
It should be noted that multiple opinions have 
been expressed in the special literature about the 
development of pottery of the Kura-Araxes culture. 
The scheme of periodization, which was developed 
on the basis of stratigraphic data, the evolution of 
shapes and ornaments from simple to complex, tak-
ing into account connections with previous, subse-
quent and neighbouring cultures looks convincing 
[71, pp. 115,116; 48; 29, p. 90].

In accordance with what has already been 
mentioned, several stages are distinguished in 
the Kura-Araxes culture. The sites of the so-called 
Didube-Kiketi series belong to the early stage. They 
are characterised by simple-shaped clay vessels with 
a cylindrical neck, rounded or egg-shaped body, and 
handles of semispherical shape. They are fired yel-
lowish-dark greyish-brownish, decorated with sim-
ple incised patterns, hollows, knobs, a pair of oblique 
relief strips, the relief double spiral, etc. The so-called 
“spectacle-like” spiral motif is especially characteris-
tic. 

The majority of the vessels of the next stage are 
black-polished, and with a pink lining. The body of 
the vessels is biconical; the shape of the handles and 
the manner of attachment become diverse. The body 
of the vessel acquires a biconical shape, the build of 
the handle, and the manner of its shaping, becomes 
more diverse. Certain changes are evidenced in the 
ornament - the relief “spectacle-like” spiral is now 
represented by variants of double spiral. The zoo-

morphic, geometric, and other types of ornament 
rendered by incising and reliefs are comparatively 
complicated. 

The ornament of the last period is even more com-
plicated. It can be with a relief, of a grooved-bulging 
shape, engraved - incised or notched, and made by 
other methods. Spiral, zoomorphic, and geometric 
motifs are still met, which are now more diverse and 
encircle the entire body of the vessel. The leading 
one is the three-part shape of the vessel, although 
rounded and biconical vessels still existed [29, p. 90].

Pottery of the level B of the Tsikhiagora settle-
ment belongs to the group of the last, third period. 
The main features of this pottery is  the three-part 
shape of vessels, the engraved, mostly incised line 
ornamentation, which is often combined with a plas-
tic, grooved-bulging ornament, especially on small-
sized vessels. The main motifs of the ornamentation 
are geometric shapes and the spirals combined with 
it.

The pottery of all three inhabited layers of level 
B is mostly homogeneous; especially the material of 
the lower, B

2
 and B

3
 layers represent a single com-

plex. The majority of it is represented by the shapes 
characteristic of the Shida Kartlian variant of the Ku-
ra-Araxes culture [46, Pl. IV; 14] and should depict 
their development. From the settlements studied in 
Shida Kartli, the materials of the Kvatskhelebi settle-
ment find many things in common with the materi-
als of the lower layers of Tsikhiagora.

First of all, the traditional shapes of Kura-Arax-
es pottery in Shida Kartli should be noted, which 
are represented in Tsikhiagora. These are: wide-
mouthed, two-handled and single-handled pots, 
narrow-necked, single-handled pots, high and low 
one-handled tubs, drinking glasses widened in the 
middle, etc.

Wide-mouthed, two-handled and one-han-
dled, large, and narrow-necked single-handled 
pots are represented in abundance in level C of the 
Kvatskhelebi settlement [46, Pl. IV

392-407
].  They are 

characterised by a biconical shape of the body, while 
at Tsikhiagora this type of vessel has a less sharp, 
three-part shape, a rib not on the belly, but rather 
on the transition from it to the bottom. This type of 
pottery, both at Kvatskhelebi and Tsikhiagora, is un-
ornamented, with rare exceptions.

High and low single-handled tubs are one of the 
most characteristic shapes in the Shida Kartli pottery 
complex.  They do not change shape during their 
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long existence. Tubs are present in the C and B lev-
els of Kvatskhelebi[46, Pl. IV

368-375, 119-121, 130-132
], in the 

Sachkhere burials [48, Pl. XXI], in the lower layer of 
Beshtasheni cyclopean fortress [71, p. 116] etc. 

Side-indented tubs with three-branched handles 
are not widespread. This type of vessels, with a semi-
spherical handle, has been found in layer D of Khi-
zanaant Gora [14, Pl. XXVI]  and in Ozni [66, Pl. 18]. 
It is all the more interesting that we find this type 
of pottery with a three-branched handle, except of 
Tsikhiagora, layer B

1
 of Kvatskhelebi [46, Pl. IV

175,176
].

However, what brings the lower layers of Tsikh-
iagora closer to the upper B

1
 layer of Kvatskhelebi is 

the three-part shape of the vessel [46, Pl. IV
139-144, 146-

150
] and the decoration with a grooved-bulging orna-

ment [46, Pl. IV
138

].
B. Kuftin has already noted that the grooved-bulg-

ing ornament is characteristic of the southern re-
gions of the Kura-Araxes culture [71, p. 116].The 
grooved-bulging ornament and the three-part 
shape of the pottery are considered to be the most 
characteristic signs of the southern variant of the Ku-
ra-Araxes culture, the sites of the Ararat Valley [50, 
p. 124].

The clay vessels discovered in the settlements 
of the Ararat Valley are very peculiar. The black-pol-
ished pottery is characterized with light colour inner 
surface and the three-part shape. The development 
of this  pottery complex went in its own direction; it 
palpably differs from the pottery shapes established 
at the developed stage of the Kura-Araxes culture of 
Shida Kartli, which is mainly characterised by a jag-
ged  outline [50, p. 124]. The difference can be seen 
not only in the shape of the vessel, but in the nature 
of decoration, too. A grooved-bulging ornament, 
which is mainly placed on the front side of the ves-
sel, is characteristic of the monuments of the Ararat 
Valley and its neighbouring areas. The ornament is 
predominantly of a geometric nature, where the spi-
ral also holds one of the leading roles. We have found 
grooved, engraved and other types of ornaments as 
well, where the leading ones are again geometric 
motifs [85, p. 108].

The monuments of the Ararat Valley - Shresh-Blur, 
Echmiadzin’s Kül-Tepe, and others [90] - are charac-
terised by a grooved-bulging ornament; engraving 
is less used. In Shengavit, by contrast, an engraved 
ornament is more common, sometimes in combina-
tion with a relief. Here, especially at the later stage, 
geometric forms, engraved ornaments reach a high 

development [85, Pl. XXIII]. The Karnut-Shengavit 
complex [55].

It should be noted that the variant of the Kura–
Araxes culture, present in the Ararat Valley, is wide-
spread. At the later stage of flourishing, this culture 
was spread all over a territory, covering the entire 
mountain range of today’s Armenia and its adjacent 
regions, first of all Eastern Anatolia [50, p. 141].  Kve-
mo Kartli, especially its plain, is under its influence. 
Here, in the vicinity of Shulaveri, at the studied sites 
- Kaitmaz and the “Ruined Hill” (Dangreuli Gora) - re-
markable pottery finds were attested. They are close 
to the clay vessels spread further south, in the Ararat 
Valley, in terms of both shape and the nature of dec-
oration [34, pp. 135,136]. Similar pottery was attest-
ed at the Shulaveri settlement II, too [75, p. 160].

The territory of modern Azerbaijan, adjacent to 
Kvemo Kartli, evidently, was also included into the 
sphere of the south-western, Ararat Valley variant of 
the Kura-Araxes culture. This became particularly ev-
ident during the study of the Babadervish hill in the 
Khazakh region. The pottery found here show simi-
larities with Shengavit type monuments, especially 
in terms of the nature of decoration. Here, too, we 
find a similar engraved, grooved-bulging ornament, 
as well as a combined ornament obtained as a result 
of the merging of both forms [67]. In Trialeti pottery 
decorated with a similar ornament is found in the 
complex III of the lower layer of the Beshtasheni cy-
clopean fortress [71, Pl. CXX; 66, Pl. 34

214
].

In Shida Kartli (Inner Kartli), this southern influ-
ence appeared in the period of level B of Kvatskhele-
bi, which, as we have already mentioned, was ex-
pressed by the appearance of three-part pottery and 
hollow-bulging ornamentation. However, the Shida 
Kartli (Inner Kartli) variant of the Kura-Araxes culture 
was of such a developed form that the southern in-
fluence did not cause sharp changes in the way of 
life, architecture and building techniques, as well as, 
in the main components of the material culture. The 
Shida Kartli (Inner Kartli) variant of the Kura-Arax-
es culture, enriched by the impulses brought from 
the southern regions of this culture, rises up to a 
new level of development. This was reflected in the 
materials from the layer B

2
 of Tsikhiagora. This con-

cerns both the architecture, which has already been 
mentioned, and pottery production. If in layer B

1
 of 

Kvatskhelebi, the three-part shape of the vessels is 
not yet established and is mainly represented by 
vessels of smaller size, in the pottery of the layers of 
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B
3
 and especially B

2
 of Tsikhiagora, the rather sharply 

distinguished three-part shape is already the lead-
ing type of vessels. Small-sized pottery shapes (Pl. 
160

1
, 167

1
. Fig. 137) have also been attested.  They 

reveal resemblance  in terms of shape and especially 
the nature of the ornament ( an engraved band, and 
plastic, grooved-bulging ornament) – reveals the re-
semblance to the Shengavit-type sites of the Ararat 
Valley [90, p. 84,85],  and the settlements of Kvemo 
Kartli, Kaitmazi and the “Destroyed Hill” (Dangreuli 
Gora) [34, pp. 135,136], but the majority of the pot-
tery shapes is a result of the development of tradi-
tional Shida Kartli pottery, decorated with the same 
traditional engraved, mostly incised, ornament.

During the discussion of the level B pottery of 
Kvatskhelebi, the researchers noted that the gener-
al appearance of the pottery, especially the outline, 
already reminds us of the Early Bronze Age pottery, 
namely, those found in the kurgan burials of Tria-
leti. This impression is strengthened even more by 
the geometric patterns stamped around the body 
of the vessel, which are mainly made according to 
one scheme - a number of concentric lines around 
the joining point of the neck and belly and below it 
a dotted line face. The ornament is quite sharp and 
rhythmic, but it also has its independent elements. 
With these peculiarities of the ornamentation the 
level B vessels differ from those found in level C .This 
is especially clearly visible in the materials from layer 
B

1
 [46, p. 35]. The graphic ornament of the Kura-Arax-

es culture holds a leading place in the ornamenta-
tion of finds from the early kurgans. A certain gen-
eral style of ornamentation can be noted in them [8, 
p. 22].

From this point of view, attention is drawn to the 
jugs and mugs found in building №1 of layer B

2
 of 

Tsikhiagora. This type of pottery is typical of early 
kurgan burials. For example, the jug (Pl. 160

2
. Fig. 

140
1
), by its shape is very close to the jugs found in 

the XIII and XIX kurgans of Trialeti [71, p. 105, Fig. 
112, 113].  However, the jugs found in the kurgans 
are of a more developed appearance, with a more 
sharply defined three-part body and a complex or-
namentation. The same can be said about the type 
of mugs (Pl. 163

3
. Fig. 143), which is evidenced in 

Tsikhiagora and stands typologically close to the 
mugs characteristic of the early kurgans of Trialeti, 
namely, to those found in kurgan XXIV [71, p. 105, 
Fig. 114].

One group is distinguished among the early kur-

gans of Trialeti, the pottery finds of which are close 
to those of Kura-Araxes culture in terms of both 
shapes and ornamentation. This group is composed 
of   barrows IV, XIII, XIX, and XXIV [64, p. 264; 8]. In our 
opinion, the pottery shapes from layer B

2
 of Tsikhiag-

ora correspond to those from barrows.
As we have noted during the description of the 

material, in the same B
2
 layer’s building №1, two jugs 

(Pl. 160
3,4

. Fig. 143) stand out, which differ from the 
other Kura-Araxes products by shape and quality of 
surface finishing. We can relate these jugs to the one 
[48, Pl. XIV

6
] from burial №2 of the kurgans of Sach-

khere in Nacherkezevi, excavated in 1955, which 
was found together with an axe with its backside 
hanging down and a dagger with a tang. O. Japarid-
ze ascribes this burial to the early group, but jugs of 
this type reveal a closer resemblance to the pottery 
found in kurgan №1 of Martkopi [52, pp. 12-19]. They 
are characterised by quite well-developed shapes. In 
terms of clay and surface processing, they have more 
in common with the pottery of the early kurgans of 
Martkopi than with the clay vessels discovered to-
gether with them. It seems that in the time of the ex-
istence of the B

2
 layer of the Kura-Araxes settlement 

of Tsikhiagora, the sites of the Martkopi stage of the 
kurgan culture coexisted with it.

In the pottery finds of the B
1
 layer of the Tsikhiag-

ora settlement, although the main pottery shapes 
and the character of the ornamentation do not 
change, a whole row of different signs are observed, 
which are not found in the lower, B

2
 and B

3
 layers. In 

the ornamentation, an incised-lined and engraved 
ornament prevails; a frieze made of  an engraved, 
notched, and dotted ornament on the neck of the 
vessels (Pl. 153), which looks very much like the or-
nament of Babadervish, is evidenced [75, Fig. 44, 
126]. A band of engraved, incised, dotted and linear 
ornament is attested on the neck of the vessels, with 
incised hatched triangles applied on it (Pl. 153; Fig. 
134). A small-sized, low, moulded bowls are a nov-
elty of pottery production (Pl. 154

3
, 158

4,8
). This type 

of pottery is characteristic of the more southern re-
gions of the development of the Kura-Araxes culture, 
for the monuments of Eastern Anatolia [93, pp. 189, 
197], which C. Barney assigns to the second period of 
the Early Bronze Age.

The grooved-bulging ornament is attested not 
only on small-sized vessels, but also on large-sized 
pitcher-shaped jars (Pl. 153; Fig. 128). The similar 
ornament is attested in Eastern Anatolia, in Iait-
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si, a settlement of the Igdir Valley [93, p. 191]. The 
pitcher-shaped jars, sometimes with complex relief 
patterns, are known from Karazi [95, pp. 412, 413], 
Large-size unornamented pitcher-shaped jars, simi-
lar to the pieces represented in layer B

1
, are charac-

teristic for the sites of North-eastern Anatolia (Fig. 
128, 129). 

Of special interest is a small group of pottery, 
found in layer B

1
, which is not characteristic of the 

Kura–Araxes culture, and has not been found in the 
lower layers. These are jar-shaped vessels (Pl. 155) 
which have unpolished, thick-pile surface, in some 
cases with a comb-like, irregularly grooved surface 
(Pl. 153; Fig. 135). Such pottery is characteristic of the 
Bedeni layer of the Berikldeebi settlement [35, pp. 
39, 40, Fig. 2] and was found in the main burial of 
kurgan №3 of the Bedeni culture of Martkopi [52, pp. 
40-44]. A fragment of a thin-walled, black-glossed 
jug, and a fragment of cylindrical neck of a small-
sized vessel (Pl. 153) found in this layer should also 
belong to the Bedeni culture, which is distinguished 
by a particularly high level of surface polishing.

It seems that during the age of the existence of 
the B

1
 settlement layer, the stable character of the 

development of the Shida Kartli variant of the Ku-
ra-Araxes culture was disturbed, which was manifest-
ed by a change in the tradition of construction and 
the appearance of new signs in the material culture. 
If we take into account the fact, that the previous B

2
 

layer was destroyed by a strong fire, we can presume 
that these changes should not have happened in a 
peaceful way. However, it seems that these chang-
es were due to the processes taking place within 
the tribes carrying the Kura-Araxes culture, possibly 
due to their movement from the territory of Eastern 
Anatolia to the north, to the region of Shida Kartli. 
The appearance in the B

1
 layer of Tsikhiagora of the 

pottery, which is characteristic of the Bedeni culture, 
indicates to the fact that in the period of its existence 
the Bedeni culture begins to appear in Shida Kartli 
and comes into contact with the Kura-Araxes culture. 

The settlement of the B
1
 layer of Tsikhiagora did 

not persist. It was abandoned by the population. Life 
ceased on the hill. As a result, a 3-4 cm thick sterile 
layer was created. The Tsikhiagora hill appears to be 
settled once again by tribes carrying Kura-Araxes 
culture and the settlement’s level A is formed, with 
two settlement layers and ritual pits.

At Tsikhiagora the materials of level A differ dras-
tically from those of the lower, B level. First of all, 

this is relevant to the general appearance of pottery. 
The typical Kura-Araxes pottery finds from level A, 
which represent 60-70% of the total number of ves-
sels found in this level, is characterised by a much 
lower level of surface polishing than those of level 
B, especially in layer A

1.
 It is fired black on a pink lin-

ing, unornamented, sometimes massive, with semi-
spherical handles (Pl. 148; Fig. 113), and often leaves 
a more archaic impression than its stratigraphic data 
and accompanying material indicate.

Despite the fact that there is a certain difference 
noticed between the materials of the A

2 
and A

1 
lay-

ers, they can be discussed together due to their main 
features.

The pits which belong to level A are divided into 
two groups. The pits №4, 18, 19, 68, 11, and 15 (Pl. 
141; Fig. 112) are united into the first group. They 
are united by cylindrical shape, uniformity of filling, 
stratigraphic conditions. It was observed that the 
pits of this group were cut into layer A

1
. Therefore, 

the pits of the first group represent the latest strati-
graphic level of the Early Bronze Age layer of Tsikh-
iagora. The pits of the second group are character-
ised by abundance of material. They are bell-shaped, 
cut directly from level A. It is difficult to connect 
them with the layers, but we considered it possible 
to assign pits №77, 78, and 81 (Pl. 142-147) to layer 
A

2
, while the pits №5, 69, 79 (Pl. 141) are connected 

to layer A
1
.

In the pottery of level A, as we have already men-
tioned, mainly unornamented vessels are repre-
sented. Mostly smaller vessels are ornamented. The 
grooved-bulging ornament is present only in one 
case, together with an engraved décor on the ves-
sel fragment №77, found in a ritual pit (Pl. 147

3
;
 
Fig. 

114
2
). In the second case an ornament, characteristic 

of the late stage of the typical Kura-Araxes culture 
(Pl. 146

1
; Fig. 118), is attested. It is made of awkward 

rough grooves, which are not characteristic of the 
traditions of this culture. The rest of the fragments 
have either a sharply incised linear ornament along 
with engraved patterns, or finely engraved ones (Pl. 
142, 146

2-4
, 149, 151; Fig. 114, 117, 120, 121). The 

types of ornaments, presented on this pottery, are 
typical of the early kurgan period of Trialeti, which 
represents an inseparable part of the later stage of 
the Kura-Araxes culture.

Among pottery finds of the level A, attention is 
drawn to that group of vessels, bodies of which are 
specially plastered with wet clay (Pl. 141

5
, 143

3,5
, 
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145
2,4,6

, 150
14

, 151
4,11,12

; Fig. 123, 124). Regardless of 
the shape and size of the vessels, they have a smooth 
neck and pile body (as a result of daubing with wet 
clay). The ornament is attached horizontally on the 
shoulder, parallel to the mouth. These are mainly a 
relief, notched strip, or a protrusion. A similar orna-
ment is also present on smooth-surfaced vessels (Pl. 
141

79
, 143

1,2,4
, 145

5
, 149

8
). Of interest is a fragment of 

the black-polished vessel from the A
1 
layer, on which 

engraved ornamental patterns characteristic of the 
early Trialeti kurgans and a relief horizontal protru-
sion decorated with notches are attested together 
(Pl. 149

4
; Fig. 121).

Ornamentation with a relief, incised band or pro-
trusion is not characteristic of the Kura-Araxes cul-
ture.  It has appeared on the later stage of this cul-
ture. In Kakheti, a part of the pottery finds from the 
lower layers of the Ilto settlement is decorated with a 
relief notched band around the shoulders of the ves-
sel [62, p. 50; Fig. 10,11]. Vessels decorated with sim-
ilar ornaments were found in Samtskhe-Javakheti, 
on the “Rabat” of Zveli and in Lodobana [29, Pl. 30

5
, 

31
8,9

]. Jar-shaped vessels with relief notched stripes 
are also known on the Bedeni type monuments [8, 
p. 91]. Similar materials were found in Natsargora 
of Khashuri, in the layer which contains Kura-Araxes 
and Bedeni type pottery [30, Pl. I

17
, II

3
].

Outside Transcaucasia, the pottery finds from 
some archaeological sites of Dagestan are partic-
ularly close to our materials.  They are also hand-
made, plastered with wet clay, with handles or lugs 
on the upper part of the body [69, p. 20]. Nail-like 
or round notches in one row encircle the shoulder, 
parallel to the mouth. Often, in the same place, a 
notched relief strip encircles it. Similar pottery is 
also characteristic of the Gunib necropolis and 
Upper Gunib settlements, where it is presented 
together with small-sized vessels of a Kura-Araxes 
manner [70, p. 150].

Pottery of this group of level A of Tsikhiagora find 
particularly close parallels in Dagestan itself, namely  
among the materials of Velikent and Kayakent [81, 
pp. 93-97]. In the upper layers of these settlements, 
together with the pottery of the Kura-Araxes culture, 
which represent the majority of the materials, clay 
vessels with clay-plastered surface were found. They 
have a smoothed neck and a relief ornament on the 
shoulders, with a notched or grazed band, or a pro-
trusion. A similar ornament is characteristic of jar-like 
vessels. Similar vessels were found in a pottery kiln 

excavated at the Velikent settlement [68, pp. 127-
129, Pl. III

1-3
, IV

1-3,6
].

Due to the absence of the above-discussed pot-
tery in Transcaucasia and the districts located south 
of it, it is considered, by M. Gajiev, to have been de-
veloped locally, right in Dagestan. Earlier, based on 
the stratigraphy of the Velikent settlement, the opin-
ion was expressed by R. Munchaev that jar-shaped 
vessels with characteristic relief-incised ornament 
appeared in Dagestan on a later stage of the Ku-
ra-Araxes culture. He connected them with impulses 
coming from European cultures [81, p. 97].  Later, he 
considered the discussed pottery to be a continu-
ation of the local traditions existing before the Ku-
ra-Araxes  culture, and considered it the most char-
acteristic sign of the north-eastern local variant of 
the mentioned culture [82, p.  189].

Until the Tsikhiagora excavations, pottery with 
plastered surface was not known in the Southern 
Caucasus, while jar-shaped vessels and ornamen-
tation with notched stripes, as we have mentioned 
above, are  attested on the sites of the later stage of 
the Kura-Araxes culture. In recent years, analogous 
pottery was found in Azerbaijan, in Mentesh-Tepe 
[98, p. 124]. In Shida Kartli, the appearance of similar 
pottery in level A of the Tsikhiagora settlement can 
have two explanations: either the north-eastern vari-
ant of the Kura-Araxes culture reached this region, 
which is less acceptable; or more likely, we are deal-
ing with a general event of the final stage of the Ku-
ra-Araxes culture: the approach of a foreign wave not 
only into the North-Eastern Caucasus, but also into 
Transcaucasia. But it was not spread in Transcauca-
sia, while  it penetrated widely into the North-east-
ern Caucasus, was established there and even devel-
oped later, in the Middle Bronze Age [59, pp. 62-73]. 
Therefore, the discovery of similar pottery in level A 
of Tsikhiagora is significant for the gradual determi-
nation of this level; it is connected with the upper 
layers of Velikent and other sites of its circle. It is also 
worthy to note, that in the catacombs of Velikent, 
together with the above-mentioned pottery, typ-
ical black-polished Bedeni clay vessels were found, 
which are considered to be imported [58,  pp.7-9].

Based on the data from Tsikhiagora, we can pre-
sume that this rough-surfaced pottery should be-
long to the Bedeni cultural circle.

As for the second group of rough-surfaced vessels 
- the ones with comb-like striped grooves - their be-
longing to the Bedeni culture seems to be doubtless. 
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As it has already been mentioned, similar pottery is 
characteristic of the Bedeni layer of the Berikldeebi 
settlement [35; 47; 61]. It was found in the barrows 
of the Bedeni culture, too. The data of the barrows 
excavated in Kvemo Kartli are especially important 
for us. In kurgan №5, in one complex, pottery char-
acteristic of early barrows of Trialeti and Bedeni type 
vessels were evidenced [49], while in kurgan №9, 
pottery of the Kura-Araxes culture is presented in 
one complex together with Bedeni type pottery and 
metal weapons. Fragments of grooved-striped pot-
tery were evidence there, too [49]. Here, too, there is 
a picture similar to that of level A of Tsikhiagora. 

In level A of Tsikhiagora, pottery with a comb-
trace-like, grooved-striped surface can be found 
both in the layer (Pl. 150

12
) and in the pits of the sec-

ond group (Pl. 142
3
). It represents the main material 

of the pits of the first group. In these pits, together 
with the mentioned pottery, fragments of typical 
Bedeni-like black-polished small-sized pottery were 
found (Pl. 141).

It seems that the materials of level A reflected the 
period of the coexistence of Kura-Araxes and Bede-
ni cultures. Keeping in mind the fact, that the pits of 
the first group represent the latest stratigraphic layer 
of the Early Bronze Age in Tsikhiagora, we can con-
clude that, the development of Kura-Araxes culture 
ends with the A

1 
layer at the mentioned site, as well 

as probably in the whole Shida Kartli region, while 
the Bedeni culture continues its existence.

***

For the dating of the Early Bronze Age layer of 
Tsikhiagora, the chronology of both the Kura-Araxes 
culture and the early kurgans should be taken into 
consideration, since they were mostly discussed sep-
arately.   

The questions of the chronology of the Kura-Arax-
es culture were touched upon by almost all research-
ers who worked on the study of this culture, and it is 
mainly placed within the frames of the second half 
of the 4th millennium B.C. and the 3rd  millennium B.C. 
[75, pp. 178, 179; 90; 107]. Despite the fact that there 
were many attempts to create a common chronolog-
ical scheme, none of them has been accepted until 
now. This, probably, is explained by the fact that Ku-
ra-Araxes culture is spread over a large territory and 
different regions are studied unevenly. In addition to 
this, multi-layered, stratified sites are not well stud-

ied in Transcaucasia, while it is stratigraphic data that 
should provide us with a solid basis for a chronolog-
ical scheme.

In Georgian archaeology a chronological scheme 
has been established, according to which the Kura–
Araxes culture dates back to the second half of the 
4th millennium B.C.-the first half of the 3rd  millenni-
um B.C., and its upper date is 24th  century B.C. [46, 
pp. 58, 59; 48, p. 120; 35, p.  11].

It is important for us to date the kurgan culture. 
So far B. Kuftin has dated them to the 24th -22nd cen-
turies B.C. on the basis of the analysis of the early 
group of Trialeti barrows and materials from Sach-
khere [73, p. 75]. O. Japaridze distinguished the ear-
lier and later groups based on the well-dated met-
al inventory found in the Sachkhere burials, which 
were dated to 2400-2200 and 2200-1900 B.C. [48, pp. 
194, 195]  and thus achieved precise dating of the 
early kurgans. In his fundamental work dedicated to 
the kurgan culture of Trialeti, E. Gogadze defined the 
date of the early kurgans as 2300-2000 B.C. [8, p. 38].  
A. Javakhishvili singled out two groups among the 
early barrows of Trialeti. The first group (barrows IV, 
XII, XIII, XIX, and XXIV) he attributed to the late stage 
of the Kura-Araxes culture of the Early Bronze Age, 
defining their upper date as the 24th century B.C. The 
second group singled out by him (barrows XI, XXV, 
XLVI of the Bedeni culture - Z. M.) was attributed to 
the early stage of the kurgan culture of Trialeti of the 
Middle Bronze Age. A. Javakhishvili considered this 
group and the monuments related to it as a separate 
culture, naming it a transitional stage, and placed it 
chronologically between the Kura-Araxes and Tria-
leti cultures – 23rd -22nd  centuries B.C. [64, pp. 264-
268]. G. Gobejishvili generally dated the kurgans of 
Bedeni to the second half of the 3rd millennium-the 
beginning of the 2nd millennium B.C. [7, p. 133]. The 
accepted date for the kurgans of Martkopi is the 24th 
-23rd centuries B.C. [52]. Sh. Dedabrishvili attributed 
the lower three layers of the Ilto settlement to the 
last stage of the Kura-Araxes culture of the Early 
Bronze Age and to the first chronological stage of 
the Middle Bronze Age. It was dated to the turn of 
the 3rd -2nd millennia [62, p. 63].

At the present time, two groups are identified 
among the early kurgans. These are: the “Martko-
pi” group, which includes the Martkopi, Trialeti 
and Samgori barrows, according to the traditional 
chronology, dated back to the middle of the second 
half of the 3rd millennium B.C.; and “Bedeni” group - 
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dated back to the end of the 3rd millennium B.C. and 
the beginning of the 2nd  millennium B.C. [52].

Thus, the Kura-Araxes culture and the early kur-
gans are discussed as successive stages already by 
B. Kuftin. Moreover, among the kurgans, the Bede-
ni group is considered to be of a later period. This 
scheme of gradual development is acceptable, but 
the relationship between the Kura-Araxes sites and 
the kurgans and even between early kurgans reveals 
a more complicated situation.

Some of the researchers tried, rather reasonably, 
to connect the early kurgans with the construction 
levels of the later stage in the settlements of the Ku-
ra-Araxes culture [75, p. 62; 62, p. 95; 29, pp. 108, 
109]. However, this issue became particularly disput-
able in Shida Kartli, as a result of the study of new 
stratified settlements. The fact of the coexistence 
of Kura-Araxes and Bedeni pottery was attested at  
“Natsargora” of  Khashuri’ [30; 31], while in the Kare-
li region, on the settlement of Berikldeebi, a Bede-
ni-type layer was revealed  just above that of the ear-
ly Kura-Araxes period (Khizanaant Gora level E) [47; 
61].

In our opinion, the later period of the develop-
ment of the Kura-Araxes culture in Shida Kartli was 
reflected most clearly in the materials of the Early 
Bronze Age of Tsikhiagora. All five of its cultural lay-
ers, as we had tried to show, are even later than the 
B

1
 layer of Kvatskhelebi, which until now was consid-

ered to be the latest one of the Kura-Araxes culture 
in Shida Kartli. It was considered that this culture 
ceased to exist after the B

1
 layer of Kvatskhelebi [19]. 

According to the traditional chronology, level B of 
Kvatskhelebi belongs to the mid-3rd millennium B.C., 
and its upper limit does not surpass the 24th century 
[46, p. 59; 19].

* * *

It is fairly considered that the Kura-Araxes cul-
ture is well studied in Shida Kartli. The chronological 
scale of its development, based on the stratigraphy 
of standard sites, such as Kvatskhelebi [46] and Khi-
zanaant Gora [14], includes almost all stages of the 
Kura-Araxes culture. This scale is generally accepted. 
The data of the settlement of Tsikhiagora and other 
recently studied sites complete this scale to an extent 
and made some corrections into the chronology. We 
consider it possible to shape a cultural-chronologi-
cal picture of the development of Shida Kartli from 

the Eneolithic period up to the Middle Bronze Age, 
on the grounds of old and new stratigraphical data.

The Eneolithic layer directly preceding the Ku-
ra-Araxes culture is the lower one of Berikldeebi, 
which is dated back to the first half of the 4th mil-
lennium B.C. It should be noted that this layer does 
not seem to have a genetic connection with the Ku-
ra-Araxes culture.

Kura–Araxes culture:
Stage I – Level E of Khizanaant Gora; Kura-Araxes 

layer of Berikldeebi.
Stage II– levels D, C, В of Khizanaant Gora, level C 

of Kvatskhelebi.
Stage III – level B of Kvatskhelebi; layers B

3
, B

2
 of 

Tsikhiagora.
Stage IV – as in stage I of Bedeni; Tsikhiagora layer 

B
1
 – level A.

Bedeni stage II – the Bedeni layer of Berikldeebi. 
[19, p. 64; 77].

* * * 

On the Tsikhiagora settlement of the Early Bronze 
Age there are represented the 3rd and 4th stages of 
the development of Kura-Araxes culture in Inner Kar-
tli.  

For the 3rd stage characteristic are: the continu-
ation of the construction traditions of the previous 
stage, the sameness of settlement planning and 
building types, which will find development at the 
end of this stage in the form of the buildings of layer 
B

2
 of Tsikhiagora. It can be said that towards the end 

of this stage III, traditional architecture of Shida (In-
ner) Kartli reaches the peak of its development.

The level B layers of stage III of Kvatskhelebi and 
B

3
 and B

2
 layers of Tsikhiagora, as well as layers of the 

previous stage, represent a typical settlement of sed-
entary farmers. The main materials revealed in the 
construction layers are represented by farming tools 
- flint sickle inserts, hand grinders, grain storage ves-
sels and samples of the grains themselves.

Among the pottery finds the difference is felt 
more acutely, which gives us the possibility to sep-
arate stage III from the previous one. Characteristic 
features of stage II are: the biconical shape of vessels, 
the paucity of graphical ornamentation around the 
middle of the body with a sharp rib, and its individ-
ual character, appearing towards the end of period 
II, in layer C

1
 of Kvatskhelebi. Stage III is character-

ised, along with large-sized, thick-walled vessels, by 
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the appearance of sturdy, thin fabric, well-polished 
black-surfaced vessels of relatively clear structure; 
a higher quality of firing; greater differentiation of 
the general shape and parts of the vessels, mainly 
of a three-part shape; a developed type of graph-
ic ornament that creates uninterrupted, rhythmic, 
ornamental bands. A great proximity, both in the 
pottery shapes and in the style of ornamentation, is 
evidenced in the materials of early barrows, which 
exist in the areas surrounding Shida Kartli in this pe-
riod - in Trialeti, Kvemo (Lower) Kartli, and Kakheti. 
A grooved-bulging ornament appears at this stage, 
which was truly uncommon for the pottery complex 
of Shida Kartli.

The changes in the development of the Shida 
Kartli variant of the Kura-Araxes culture, on its stage 
III, should have been brought in by the impulses 
coming from the south, where the three-part shape 
of the vessels and the grooved-bulging ornaments 
are characteristic of the Ararat Valley version of the 
Kura-Araxes culture. However, it seems that these 
influxes originated not directly from the Ararat Val-
ley, but from the Kvemo (Lower) Kartli plain and the 
adjacent territory of modern Azerbaijan, where the 
influence of the Ararat Valley is so clearly evident at 
Kaitmaz, Dangreuli Gora (Ruined Hill), Baba Dervish, 
that should be assumed the relocation of the popu-
lation. Shida (Inner) Kartli is connected to these re-
gions through the Kura Valley. The fact that only cul-
tural impulses had a place in Shida (Inner) Kartli, and 
not the migration of southern Kura-Araxes tribes, is 
apparent in the stable character of life, the fact that 
no changes are observed in neither traditional ar-
chitecture, nor the main components of the pottery. 
Quite the opposite, enriched with the new influxes, 
the Shida Kartli variant of the Kura-Araxes culture ris-
es to a higher stage and reaches its highest level of 
development at the end of the stage III, during the 
period of the existence B

2
 layer in Tsikhiagora.  The 

development of the Shida Kartli variant of this cul-
ture stopped in this very period. But the Kura-Arax-
es culture continues its existence on the territory of 
Shida Kartli.

Stage IV is the period of the destabilisation of 
the Kura-Araxes culture in Shida Kartli and possibly 
in the entire Caucasus. There is the possibility of the 
relocation of tribes, carrying the Kura-Araxes cul-
ture. In Shida Kartli, the rather sharp changes which 
were brought in by the newly arrived tribes were re-
flected in the materials of the B

1
 layer of Tsikhiagora 

- the construction of quadrangular buildings made 
of stone and adobe, some peculiarities of pottery. 
These changes give us grounds to suppose that this 
wave came from the south, perhaps from Eastern 
Anatolia. What was the reason, which caused the 
relocation of the Kura-Araxes tribes and cultural cri-
sis, is difficult to say. It is possible that these devel-
opments were connected with the appearance of a 
new, Bedeni culture, in Transcaucasia, some signs of 
which appeared at the beginning of stage IV, in layer 
B

1
 of Tsikhiagora.

Stage IV of the Kura-Araxes culture of Shida Kartli 
is stage I of the Bedeni culture at the same time, as 
these two cultures co-existed in the region during 
the highlighted period. It seems that the period of 
coexistence was long-lasting. The B1 layer of Tsikh-
iagora is its beginning, while the level A belongs to 
the final part of stage IV and it represents the end 
of the existence of the Kura-Araxes culture in this re-
gion and the establishment of the Bedeni culture.

Stage II of the Bedeni culture in Shida Kartli is 
represented by the Bedeni layer in Berikldeebi and is 
a transitional step from the Early Bronze Age to the 
Middle Bronze Age [19, pp. 64-66].

Absolute chronology

At one time (in 1994), the traditional chronolog-
ical schemes and a small number of radio-carbon 
dates for sites of the Kura-Arax were used for dating 
the Early Bronze Age layer of Tsikhiagora. Stage III 
was dated to the 24th-23rd centuries B.C., while stage 
IV - to the 22nd-21st centuries B.C. [19, p. 64; 77, p. 75; 
101, p. 67].  

For Tsikhiagora’s layer B
2
, we had a C14 date  - 2900 

B.C. ±110 years (TB-831), which was considered to be 
too early and inappropriate for the existing tradition-
al chronology. Thus, it was not taken into  account.

During the past thirty years, a considerable num-
ber of radiocarbon date have accumulated from the 
sites of Eastern Georgia, from both the settlements 
and the burial mounds, which have clarified the 
chronological position of many monuments [90; 91; 
107]. New dates of Tsikhiagora were added to these 
data.

In 2021 at D-REAMS Radiocarbon Dating Labo-
ratory (Weizmann Institute of science. Rehovot, Is-
rael)  samples from  Tsikhiagora  were measured for 
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radiocarbon dating by the   Prof. Elisabetta Boaretto.  
We can date Level B to the 28th-27th centuries B.C., 

and level A to the 26th-25th centuries B.C.
The new radiocarbon dates of Tsikhiagora are sig-

nificant because the appearance of the Bedeni cul-
ture and its coexistence with the Kura-Araxes culture 
were chronologically uncertain.

Conclusions

In the central part of the Southern Caucasus, the 
process of culturogenesis at the end of the Early 
Bronze Age appears to be complex and multi-facet-
ed. The fact that the Kura-Araxes culture continues 
its existence on this territory after the appearance of 

Martkopi and Bedeni cultures, gives us the capability 
to consider this event as a new stage in its evolution-
ary development. On the other hand, the innova-
tions are so substantial that this process represents 
a more stimulated cultural transformation, when a 
new culture is being established on a local basis un-
der the influence of external influxes [78].

The stratigraphic data of the Tsikhiagora settle-
ment and the new radiocarbon dates allow us to 
suppose the initial period of this cultural transforma-
tion in the first half of the 3rd millennium B.C. It is im-
portant during the study of the synchronisation with 
other cultures and the genesis of the Bedeni culture.

Lab#
Field

ID
Type %Eff C%

C-14 age 

±1σ year 

BP

Locus

Calibrated 

range

±1σ

Calibrated range

±2σ
d13C d15N

Archaeological 

Context

RTD
11233

Tsikhia-
gora 

Bone 6.49 43 4025+/-28 Pit 79
Level A

2574 (15.5%) 
2556BC
2544 (49.0%) 
2488BC
2482 (3.7%) 
2476BC

2622 (5.9%) 2598BC
2584 (89.6%) 2468BC

-18.5 6.7 Kura-Arax, second 
part of III Millennium 
BC

RTD
11234

Tsikhia-
gora 

Bone 3.95 43 3983+/-27 pit 78
Level A

2566 (37.4%) 
2531BC
2495 (30.8%) 
2468BC

2574 (95.4%) 2460BC -21.5 1.7 Kura-Arax, second 
part of III Millennium 
BC

RTD
11237

Tsikhia-
gora 

Bone 11.85 43 4180+/-28 pit 17
Level B1

2878 (14.7%) 
2855BC
2808 (38.5%) 
2750BC
2724 (15.1%) 
2700BC

2886 (21.6%) 2836BC
2818 (72.4%) 2666BC
2648 (1.5%) 2636BC

-19.3 7.1 Kura-Arax, first half 
III Millennium BC.

RTD
11236

Tsikhia-
gora 

Dentine 6.5 43 4180+/-27 Level B2 2878 (14.4%) 
2856BC
2807 (39.4%) 
2750BC
2722 (14.5%) 
2701BC

2886 (21.6%) 2836BC
2818 (72.6%) 2666BC
2647 (1.3%) 2636BC

-19.6 7.5 Kura-Arax, first half 
III Millennium BC. 
Approx. 2900 BC
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MIDDLE BRONZE AGE

By their construction, the kurgans of Tsikhiago-
ra were similar to Samtavro burial No. 243 with the 
cromlech. The diameter of this cromlech is 10 m. The 
whole area surrounded by the cromlech was paved 
with large and small cobblestones. One of the clay 
vessels found there (clay vessel №3) is close to the 
pottery from the Tsikhiagora kurgan in terms of both 
shape and manufacturing technology. It is dated to 
the 17th-16th centuries B.C. [10, pp. 33-34, Pl. I

1,3
].

In Shida (Inner) Kartli, in the multi-layered settle-
ment of Berikldeebi analogous pottery was found in 
a consigned burial dated to the Middle Bronze Age 
(burial №3) [35. pp. 38-39. Pl. VII3].

Thus, taking into account the parallels, we can 
date the Tsikhiagora barrows to the end of the Mid-
dle Bronze Age - 17th-16th centuries B.C. The strati-
graphic location of the barrows supports this dating. 
The kurgans are arranged over the Early Bronze Age 
layer and their pits are cut into it, while on top of 
the mound the Late Bronze Age layer was attested. 
In one case, the clay mound erected for kurgan was 
used as the floor of a Bronze Age construction [11].

The existence of Middle Bronze Age mounds in 
Tsikhiagora indicates to the fact that this residen-
tial area was abandoned at this period. This fact 
strengthened the assumption, expressed on the 
grounds of the reconnaissance works, that in Shida 
Kartli, during the Middle Bronze Age, people no lon-
ger settled on the hills. The use of the hills as resi-
dential areas is renewed in the Late Bronze Age [22, 
p. 192].

LATE BRONZE AGE

Two construction levels have been attested at 
the Tsikhiagora Late Bronze Age settlement. On the 
first level, the remains of buildings №№1, 2, and 3 
have been attested, which reveal a great similarity 
with the settlements excavated in the Shida Kartli 
area (construction horizons of Katnalikhevi II, Tskh-
invali Natsargora II, III, and Mchadijvari II) in terms 
of construction and the interior arrangement. The 
pottery found at the Tsikhiagora settlement is made 
of well-processed clay, fired evenly; the vessels are 
mostly thin-walled. Except of a couple of vessels, all 
of them have a well-polished surface and are dec-
orated with various kinds of engraved ornaments. 
Wave-like ornamentation predominates, as well as 
triangles filled with hatched, mesh-like and dot pat-
terns, relief and grooved simple bands (Pl. 122-127. 
Fig. 87-93). In structure №3, a fragment of a small fig-
urine of an animal, supposedly a horse, was found, 
which had a piercing hole in its hind limbs, seem-
ingly to fasten an axle (Pl. 128

1
). The parallels of this 

artefact are the horse and onager figurines found at 
burial II of Tserovani, which also have holes on their 
limbs. Models of wheels made of clay were found in 
the same burials of Tserovani.

Chamber №4 was revealed in the second con-
struction level of the Late Bronze Age settlement of 
Tsikhiagora. In it a big-sized pot was found, which 
was made of coarse-grained, sandy clay. On the sur-
face of the vessel very thin concentric lines are evi-
denced (traces of a wheel), while the whole body is 
decorated with relief and grooved bands (Pl. 128

6
. 

Fig. 94). It belongs to the so-called Baiburt type ves-
sels.

The constructions of the Level I of the Late Bronze 
period (№1, 2, 3) are dated to the 13th-12th centuries 
B.C. and belong to the Samtavro (Shida Kartli) cultur-
al circle. The remains of structure № 4 of the level II 
are dated to the 15th-14th centuries B.C [12].
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EARLY CLASSICAL/ACHAEMENID AGE

For the dating of the Achaemenid layer of 

Tsikhiagora 

The analysis of the materials found in the Achae-
menid layer of Tsikhiagora revealed that the materi-
als of this layer finds close parallels with those from 
the III-II horizons of the Khovle settlement, I-III hori-
zons of Narekvavi, Nakhidrebi Chala  and Arukhlo I 
site. The corresponding layers of these last two sites 
are fragmentary. That is why the stratigraphy and ex-
cavated material of Tsikhiagora, Khovle, and Narek-
vavi should define the date of the materials found 
there

The starting date of Khovle III period is defined 
as the turn of the 7th century B.C. [23, p. 73], while 
the last third of the 6th century B.C. is considered as 
the last phase [23, p. 94]. According to the Greek 
black-figured cup [23, pp. 48, 77, 94], bronze ar-
rowheads [23, pp. 48-49, 75-77], beaked jugs [23, 
pl. LIV, 702

2
-s], a jug with a tube [23, p. 44, pl. LVII, 

1004=1005s], the handle of a jug decorated with 
“knobs” [23, p. 45, pl. LIV-1047s] found in the  Khovle 
horizon III, Khovle period III should be defined by the 
end of the 6th century-mid-5th century B.C. As for the 
Khovle period II, its last phase is well-defined at the 
turn of the 5th-4th centuries B.C. [23, pp. 78-79]. If we 
also take into consideration the fact that “... a large 
part of the structures, built in stage III, continue to 
exist on stage II” [23, p.41], we would not be mistak-
en if we date the stages III and II to the end of the 6th 
century-beginning of the 4th century B.C. [21].

Three construction horizons were identified on 
the Narekvavi settlement. Horizon I is dated to the 
end of the 6th -the beginning of the 5th century [9, p. 
95]. The date of horizon II is defined as the 6th century 
B.C. [9, p. 97], and the end of the 8th  century B.C. - the 
beginning of the 7th century B.C. is considered as the 
lower date of horizon III [9, p. 98].

The dates of the Narekvavi settlement are ob-
tained on the basis of the stratigraphy, analysis of 
the obtained materials, and C14 data. It is noted, as 
a result of the analysis of the material, that “the clay 
products attested in the third construction horizon 
basically repeat the main signs of the vessels of the 
construction horizon II” [9, p. 97]. It is also noted that 
no typological differences are defined among the 
pithoi of horizons I-III [9, p. 46]. It can thus be said that 
the construction horizons I-III of the Narekvavi set-

tlement represent one cultural layer, in which three 
construction levels are identified. The data of C14 
shapes the following picture: for horizon I - 2430±40, 
i.e. 480 B.C. [9, p. 95]; for horizon II - 2490±50 B.C., i.e. 
540 B.C., 2495±60, i.e. 545 B.C. [9, p. 97]; for horizon 
III - 2450±50 B.C., therefore 500 B.C. [9, p. 98].

If we take into account the proximity of the ma-
terials from construction levels I-III of the Narekvavi 
settlement and the C14 data, according to which the 
Narekvavi settlement is placed between 2430±40 
and 2495±60 (therefore approx. 545-480 B.C.) and 
if we also take into account that the Narekvavi ne-
cropolis stopped functioning in the 5th century B.C., 
the period of the functioning of the Narekvavi settle-
ment (levels I-III) should be dated to the 6th century 
and mid-5th century B.C., while the construction level 
I should be  attributed to the end of the 6th centu-
ry-first half of the 5th century B.C.

Three construction levels (A, B, C) could be iden-
tified in the Achaemenid layer of Tsikhiagora, on the 
grounds of the situation revealed in the results of 
archaeological excavations.  Three construction lev-
els of the Achaemenid layer were attested under the 
front yard of the granary (Hellenistic layer) included 
in the temple complex. Two levels are also evidenced 
in squares 38-42, 63-67, 88-92, and 113-117. In this 
section of the hill, the Achaemenid and Hellenistic 
layers are separated by a 0.3-0.5 m thick layer of black 
soil, which practically does not contain any archaeo-
logical material. In the Achaemenid layer, a road or 
a square made of big cobblestones and the remains 
of structures were excavated (Pl. 100-102), which are 
damaged by some pits revealed in this section (№13, 
15-20). The pits themselves are covered by a layer of 
the Hellenistic period. Some other pits (№2, 9, 10, 12, 
14) are also covered with this very layer. The layer of 
the Achaemenid period is damaged by pits (№49, 50, 
and 51) of the Hellenistic time. The unnumbered pits 
posted on the table are also of this age.

The level A was excavated (Pl. 100, sq. 82-83) at a 
depth of 0.2 m below the level of the yard in front of 
the temple granary (Pl. 103). The “large public struc-
ture” revealed under the floor of the temple and the 
granary belong to this level.

The Level B (Pl. 100) includes the materials re-
vealed at a depth of 0.6 m from the level of the front 
yard of the granary (sq. 82-83) (Pl. 104), as well as 
those evidenced under the floor of the room (bakery) 
excavated in the yard of the temple (sq. 147,148),  in 
the excavated room (Pl. 107, 109), under the floor of 
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the bakery (sq. 66) (Pl. 105
8,9

) and in front of the mill 
(sq. 614, 615) on the lower level (Pl. 105

10-13
).

The level B includes some of the pits (№1, 7, 13, 
15) that are cut from this level.

Level C (Pl. 100) was revealed at a depth of 1.2 m 
below the level of the yard (sq. 82-83) (Pl. 105

1-7
), un-

der the refectory (Pl. 106, 108
1-8

), on the level of the 
road (square) paved with cobblestones, in sq. 42 (Pl. 
108

9-13
), sq. 67 (Pl. 110

7,8
),  sq. 92 (Pl. 110

2-6
), sq. 115 (Pl. 

110
1
) materials identified at the level of the cobble-

stone square; sq. 90-92, 115, 117 a road or a square 
arranged with cobblestone dug in squares (Pl. 101, 
102, 118); pits №2, 5, 6, 14.

Level A is well dated by the fragment of the paint-
ed jug (Pl. 103

6
), which stylistically and technologi-

cally is analogous to the type II painted pottery of 
the Achaemenid and post-Achaemenid periods of 
Kartli and dates back to the middle and second half 
of the 4th century B.C. [83, pp.77-79; 20; 26].

Level B should be dated to the second half of the 
5th century B.C. and the beginning of the 4th century 
B.C. according to the parallel materials (see above) 
and the stratigraphy of the Achaemenid layer of 
Tsikhiagora. This date is also supported by the bone 
arrowhead found in pit №7 (Pl. 112

12
). Arrowheads of 

this type are found in the Near East; in Scythia they 
are a rarity [65, p. 73]. They are mainly known from 
the Southern Caucasus [18; 9; 54] and are dated back 
to the 5th-4th centuries B.C. and more so the 4th cen-
tury B.C. [18, p. 113]. Of interest are the fragments 
of jugs with tubes found at this level, too (Pl. 105

13
, 

115
4
). Vessels of this type appear from the 5th century 

B.C. The early pieces consist of large-sized jugs, while 
the later ones are small-sized [83, p. 58]. The Tsikh-
iagora pieces belong to this very last group. 

Level C is dated to the end of the 6th-first half of 
the 5th century B.C. on the grounds of the parallel ma-
terials (see above) and the stratigraphy.  For dating 
level C, the so-called Scythian arrowheads found on 
the cobble-stone road (square) have a definite sig-
nificance (Pl. 118

6,7
). These arrowheads belong to the 

group of three-lobed, short socketed ones, which 
were widespread in Scythia in the end of the 6th-4th 
century. In the same period it is found in the Near 
East [65, p. 72].  A. Melyukova dates the analogous 
arrowheads to the 6th-5th centuries B.C. [79, pl. 7

1-7
].  

The oil lamp (Pl. 108
4
) and pot or pan-pot (Pl. 

1  Opinions have been expressed that the so-called archaeological materials of the epoch of widespread mastering of iron were found 
at the beginning of the 5th century B.C. [83, pp. 8, 84-85], as well as in the 4th century B.C. [9, p. 153].

108
5
), found in the level C, deserve attention. Their 

bases are decorated with obliquely notched orna-
ment, which is characteristic of the previous period 
and is rarely found at the sites of Kartli, dated to the 
5th-4th centuries B.C1.

The discovery of vessels with notched bases at 
level C also indicates that the red-fabric pottery dis-
covered here belong to the earliest samples of this 
group of pottery from Kartli [21].

The appearance of red-clay pottery in Kartli from 
Achaemenid Iran is assumed to be dated to the 5th 
century B.C. [56, p. 91; 83; 25]. So far, the only site 
where red-fabric pottery was attested in an earlier 
layer, is horizon IV of the Khovle settlement [23, pp. 
38-39], where analogous materials appeared in the 
last phase of period IV [23, p. 71]. If we accept the 
end of the 6th century B.C. and the first half of the 
5th century B.C. as the date of Khovle stage III, then 
we should date the end of Khovle period IV to the 
second half of the 6th century B.C. or, more likely, in 
its last third; the appearance of red-fabric pottery 
should also be considered from this period, as a re-
sult of the northern expansion of Achaemenid Iran 
in the last third of the 6th century B.C. [25; 27]. It is 
significant that the Greek pottery starts to penetrate 
into  Kartli (Avlevi, Rustavi, Khovle, Atskuri) at this 
very period [15; 23, pp. 48, 77, 99; 22, p. 193]. It’s pos-
sible that the appearance of imported Greek pottery, 
together with the spread of some new elements into 
Kartli, was the result of interactions with the Achae-
menid world. Supposedly, Greek pottery reached 
the eastern regions of the southern Caucasus by 
land routes, passing along the Kura River.

Thus, the stratigraphic data and analysis of the 
material from the Achaemenid layer of Tsikhiagora 
gives the possibility of a differentiated dating of the 
Achaemenid layer:

Level A – middle and second half of the 4th cen-
tury B.C.

Level B – the second half of the 5th century B.C. 
and the beginning of the 4th century B.C.

Level C – the end of the 6th century B.C. - the first 
half of the 5th century B.C. [21, p. 52].

The character of the Achaemenid layer

Characterising Tsikhiagora site, G. Tskitishvili has 
noted: “After the Early Bronze Age, life stopped on 
the hill for a long while. It was resettled in the last 
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centuries of the 2nd millennium B.C.  Later, until the 
turn of the old and new eras, life on Tsikhiagora does 
not stop, but the essence of the hill changes. Around 
the 6th century B.C., the population descends from 
the hill to the lowlands and settles in a village-like 
settlement to the east and north of the hill. From 
now on, the hill is an object of worship for the village. 
The remains of the foundations of a large, supposed-
ly, public building have been preserved in the con-
struction horizon dated to the 6th-5th centuries B.C. 
The building was destroyed during the construction 
of a large complex of the later period” [40, pp. 169-
171].

We also share G. Tskitishvili’s idea that Tsikhiago-
ra has become a cult centre in a certain period. This 
event should be related to the appearance of a layer 
dated to the Achaemenid period on Tsikhiagora. This 
might happen at the time, when on the level C of the 
layer belonging to the Achaemenid period, a road 
or a square is arranged, made of large flat cobble-
stones2. Its cult character is probably also indicated 
by a pit set in it, where donated items seem to be 
placed (Pl. 118). The pits cut next to it should also be 
for cult purposes, where, together with clay vessels, 
ashes and coal, parts of unique stationary hearths or 
altars were found3.

A fragment of the bell-like base may belong to 
the Achaemenid layer of Tsikhiagora (Pl. 119).  It was 
found in the western part of the hill, in the area ad-
jacent to the stone paved road or square [2, p. 87]. 
This fragment of the base should belong to a distinc-
tive structure (palace, temple) of the Achaemenid 
period. If we concur on the cult character of the hill 
in this period, we can assume that a cult structure 
stood here in the Achaemenid period.

The fragment of the bell-shaped base is dated to 
the post-Achaemenid-Hellenistic period, the end of 
the 4th century B.C.-beginning of the 3rd century B.C. 
[3, p. 10]. It is thought to belong to another structure, 
which is older than the temple complex.

The double-protome capital of Tsikhiagora is 

2  A parallel of it is revealed on the Tsikhiagora site itself. On the original level of the yard of the temple complex of 
the upper, Hellenistic layer a similar elongated square paved with medium-sized cobblestones was excavated, which is 
directed towards the western entrance of the main temple (Pl. 100). The function of this square is not yet defined.

3  They had been attached to an uneven ground, not to a paved floor. This is attested by their bases. These hearth-altars 
have the shape of an elongated rectangle and are bordered from three sides (Pl. 116

3
, 117

11
). They were obviously 

connected with fire. If we judge by the degree of the fire effect, they should not be intended for long-term usage. The 
impression is shaped that they were hurriedly shaped directly on the ground, in the open air. It is possible that fire rituals 
were performed on them, and afterwards they were placed in a pit, which was dug specially for rituals.

discussed in relation to this base. The protome was 
found in the temple, in room №10, at a height of 1.5 
m from the floor, in the pile of the ruined mud-brick 
walls. Despite the fact that it was considered as an ar-
chitectural detail of the temple by G. Tskitishvili from 
the beginning, an opinion was expressed that it does 
not belong to the temple and it is connected to an 
earlier, different structure [3, pp. 10-11].

In the analysis of the base, it is noted that “by 
its volume, it is much closer to the prototypes - 
the leaves carved on its body are analogous to the 
samples legitimised in Persepolis” [38]. Along with 
this, the distance from the prototypes of the dou-
ble-protome capital is emphasised [37, p. 11]. On 
these grounds the base was dated to the Hellenistic 
period (end of the 4th-3rd century B.C.) [56, p. 65; 3, 
p. 10; 38, p. 39]. Thus, the base is analogous to the 
Achaemenid prototypes, while the capital is far away 
from them. This should also indicate to the chrono-
logical difference.

No matter how the issue of the dating of the dou-
ble-protome capital from Tsikhiagora is decided, it 
seems to us that the capital would not be in the Hel-
lenistic period temple without any function. Its place 
should be found in the construction of the temple. 
The fact that the capital was in a visible place in the 
Hellenistic period could be indirectly indicated by 
the jet pendant found in the rich burial excavated 
at “Sakaraulo Seri”, which represents a model of the 
double-protome capital (Fig. 45).

It seems to us t more appropriate to relate the 
base with the Achaemenid layer, and to connect the 
capital with the Hellenistic layer [21].

The burial ground, contemporaneous of B and 
C levels of the Achaemenid layer, was recorded on 
the summit located 800 m away from the hill, on the 
“Kasraant Lands”. The burial-ground of “Dachrilebi”, 
which is contemporaneous of the Achaemenid lay-
er A, is closer to the Tsikhiagora hill, locating in 350 
metres away from it. On this territory burials appear 
from the middle of the 4th century B.C., soon the 
burial ground of “Kasraant Lands” was abandoned. 
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From the beginning of the 3rd century B.C., the burial 
ground moved to “Sakaraulo Seri”, closer to the tem-
ple complex, at a distance of 100m from it.  

The settlement at the foot of the Tsikhiagora hill 
appeared at the beginning of the 6th century B.C. The 
first settlement seems to have been built up to the 
east and south-east of the hill. The settlement exist-
ed in this territory until the end of the 4th century B.C. 
From the beginning of the 3rd century B.C., the settle-
ment moves further west and it occupies the south-
ern slope of the “Sakaraulo Seri”; a burial appears on 
the summit of the hill ridge. From the 2nd century 
B.C., the settlement spreads to the east and south-
east and reaches the left bank of the river Shavtskala. 
This settlement existed until the 4th century A.D. [40, 
p. 171].

All of the above said gives us grounds to suggest 
that Tsikhiagora gains a cult character in the Achae-
menid period and this tradition continues into the 
Hellenistic period.

On the territory of Kartli, apart from the already 
discussed monuments, up to twenty settlements of 
the Achaemenid period are known, which were re-
vealed in a result of surveys and small-scale excava-
tions.

The materials discovered in the Achaemenid layer 
of Tsikhiagora gave possibilities to distinguish three 
stages of this epoch, which correspond to three con-
struction levels [21].

As a result of the analysis of the archaeological 
materials from Tsikhiagora, Khovle and Narekvavi, it 
appears a whole series of new developments were 

recorded in Kartli of Achaemenid period, which de-
mands a new understanding of the cultural-histori-
cal situation of Kartli of this epoch.

G. Tskitishvili thought that the Tsikhiagora “com-
plex should have been built …by Azo. He was the 
Eristavi of the part of Kartli conquered by Iran”, which 
“according to the old Georgian chronicles, Alexander 
the Great ... made him the ruler” [42, p. 25]. He would 
also note that “.. today’s Shida Kartli went beyond 
the conquests of the Achaemenid Empire and that it 
remained outside the boundaries of the Roman em-
pire”. “Despite this, Herodotus says that the Persian 
state extended up to the Caucasus”.

J. Gvetadze and G. Tskitishvili expressed the opin-
ion that Achaemenid Persia has spread its influence 
to Kartli during the time of Artaxerxes I (462-424 
B.C.) [42]. J. Gvetadze assumed that the unification 
of Kartli into the 18th satrapy took place during the 
time of Artaxerxes II (405-358 B.C.) [6]. Some scholars 
thought that Tsikhiagora was one of the centres of 
this satrapy [84, p. 69, 71].

In our opinion, the idea expressed by G. Nari-
manishvili is more appropriate. He supposes that 
Kartli fell into the sphere of political interests of Iran 
at the end of the 6th century B.C., during the reign 
of Darius I. However, Kartli has never been a part 
of the empire and the Achaemenids ruled Kartli 
through the local aristocracy. The northern border 
of the 18th satrapy passed near Karajamirli, Sari-Te-
pe and Beniamin [27]. The territory up to the Cauca-
sus ridge to the north of this strip was governed by 
the local ruler of Mtskheta.
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HELLENISTIC/POST-ACHAEMENID PERIOD

The Hellenistic/post-Achaemenid period is very 
important for us, because the Georgian historical 
tradition connects this age with the formation of the 
state of Kartli/Iberia. Written sources are scarce. The 
rather vague references of the Georgian chronicles 
“The Life of Kartli” and “The Conversion of Kartli” re-
quire some support with archaeological materials. 
All the sites whose data allow us to judge on the ma-
terial or spiritual culture of that period are important.

The Tsikhiagora temple complex represents an 
unique site for the study of the history and culture, 
thanks to the level of its preservation. Therefore, it is 
important to clarify the issues of its chronology and 
essence.

In G. Tskitishvili’s opinion, due to its geographical 
location, Georgia has been at the junction of two cul-
tures (Eastern and Western) from the earliest times, 
and the influence and fusion of these two cultures 
can be clearly seen in this very temple complex.

The discovery of an Achaemenid-type column 
capital once again expresses the close connections 
of Eastern Georgia with the Achaemenid world at 
that time. This should not be contradicted by the 
identification of letters and signs of Greek origin 
from Asia Minor on the tiles of Tsikhiagora, because 
as is known, the Achaemenid kingdom, the first in 
history, united a large part of the cultural world of 
that time, and it conditioned the mixture of the cul-
ture of the Achaemenid state, in which the Greek el-
ement made a large contribution [42; 110].

Of the Tsikhiagora layers that dated to the Clas-
sical period is considered to be the most important 
one. Its depth reaches 4 m. A unique temple com-
plex of the Hellenistic period belongs to this layer, 
which in G. Tskitishvili’s opinion, dates to the end of 
the 4th century B.C.-the mid-3rd century B.C., while 
in our opinion it is dated to the beginning of the 3rd 
century B.C.-the mid-2nd century B.C. [21, p. 47]. The 
Hellenistic layer of Tsikhiagora consists of 8 construc-
tion levels. Levels III-VIII belong to the period of the 
existence of the temple complex. The last stage of 
the functioning of the temple complex is connect-
ed to the level III. The period of the ruining of this 
level coincides with the spread of black-fired, “mir-
ror-like-surfaced” ceramics in Kartli (such vessels 
also appeared in level III), which is defined by the 
beginning of the 2nd  century B.C.-the first half of 
the 1st century B.C. [83, p. 59]. The date of this type 

of pottery was established through the study of ma-
terials and stratigraphic data of Samadlo, Nastakisi, 
Dedoplis Mindori, Uplistsikhe, and Tsikhiagora, as 
well as the analysis of the material found in the cor-
responding layers [56, p. 85; 83, p. 63]. Such ceramic 
materials were found in large numbers in levels I and 
II of Tsikhiagora. We should assume that the temple 
complex of Tsikhiagora was destroyed in the middle 
of the period of the spread of “mirror-like-surfaced” 
pottery, in the middle of the 2nd century B.C. A hori-
zon contemporaneous of the last stage of the tem-
ple’s functioning (levels IV-VIII) was excavated, which 
was still associated with the temple. We have found a 
small amount of “mirror-like-surfaced” pottery in lev-
els IV-V, while levels VI-VIII consist of “Samadlo style” 
painted ones, which are dated according to the im-
ported pottery found in the lower Hellenistic layer 
of the Samadlo [56, p. 43-47, Pl. IX] to the beginning 
of the 3rd -2nd centuries B.C. [83, p. 60, 83; 26, p. 2]. 
The date of the construction of the Tsikhiagora tem-
ple complex is determined by the “Samadlo style” 
painted pottery at the beginning of the 3rd century 
B.C. [28]. The date of the destruction is confirmed by 
the new radiocarbon date of the grape pips found in 
the burnt cellar - RTD 7824, 2107±20 BP, 193-86 BC 
(84.2%) [92, p. 65].

The cult of the sun and fire is confirmed to be 
spread in ancient Georgia from the Early Bronze Age, 
but, according to G. Tskitishvili, this temple must 
have been built under the influence of neighbour-
ing Iran (of the Zoroastrian religion). “The only one 
thing that we can add is the existence of ovens (for 
flat bread) for common temple services, while in res-
idential buildings both here and in the entire Eastern 
Georgia at that time only traditional (Khovle-type) 
bakeries are widespread, while the ovens followed 
the Iranian temple type, and they baked bread in 
them, like in Iran, for the parishioners who came for 
holidays in the refectory. Even the magi (priests) liv-
ing in the temple complex had an ancestral oven for 
everyday needs. We think that the local cult of the 
sun and fire merged with the ritual of the Iranian de-
ities of the same   type, and the “reformed” cult need-
ed the bakery of the very type which was used in Iran 
for the ritual bread” [42].

The Tsikhiagora temple complex, from the archi-
tectural point of view, was studied by G. Kipiani. He 
noted its closeness to Iranian fire temples (both early 
and modern) [38].

K. Khimshiashvili notes that there are some dif-
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ficulties connected with the interpretation of the 
temple. Although it definitely shows a number of 
signs, associated with Iranian fire temples, there is 
one moment that practically excludes the connec-
tion of this structure with a traditional Zoroastrian 
temple. Specifically, the problem is that “an iron knife 
and burnt bones of a sheep” were found on the high 
altar erected in the yard in front of the temple, and 
on one of the altars found in the cellar included in 
the complex, the burnt horns of a goat were found. 
It is inconceivable that the followers of the tradition-
al Zoroastrian (Mazdean) religion would perform a 
sacrificial ritual and place a body (meat), that is con-
sidered impure, near a holy fire. This circumstance 
fundamentally contradicts the traditional identifica-
tion of this structure (and this complex entirely) as a 
Zoroastrian fire temple [45].

Despite this, in his opinion, Tsikhiagora can still 
be associated with fire temples, so great are the 
structural similarities. The sacrifice described above 
can probably be explained by the still undeveloped 
character of the Zoroastrian religion in the Hellenis-
tic period. As is noted, not sacrificing an offering is 
characteristic of traditional, orthodox Zoroastrian-
ism. It is possible, that there existed some strong 
local tradition in Georgia, according to which sacri-
fice was continued, with the burning of a sacrificial 
sheep or goat.

While describing the temples of this period stud-
ied in Georgia, it is noted that a group of temples, 
having one and the same character of planning, 
clearly stands out. Specifically, these are Tsikhiag-
ora, Ghartiskari, Samadlo grounds, Nastakisi, and 
two-columned complex in Uplistsikhe [45].

The temples that are distinguished in a group are 
united by the following signs: a square cella, which is 
surrounded by corridor-like chambers on two sides; 
the entrance to the cella, cut into the middle of the 
facade wall;   in front of the temple there is a yard 
enclosed by a high fence, in which the entrances are 
placed in the side walls; an altar, which arranged in 
the centre of the yard (as it is, for example, in Tsikhiag-
ora and possibly two-columned hall in Uplistsikhe).

In Tsikhiagora and in the two-column hall of 
Uplistsikhe (therefore in the temples where the walls 
have survived at a considerable height) windows 
have been cut into the cella from the corridor-like 
side chambers.

The remains of pithoi were found in four cases in 
the chamber located to the right of the facade side.

From the general description, the structural sim-
ilarity between these temples and the well-known 
Iranian fire temples is evident, where the necessary 
components are: a square cella, around which are 
either corridors surrounding it from the outside 
or corridor-like elongated chambers, walled yards 
with altars in front of the temple (for example, the 
fire temples near Susa, the Oxus temple at Takht-I 
Sangin) [108; 109].

Nevertheless, it is presumed that in the cases of 
Tsikhiagora, Ghartiskari, Samadlo Lands, Nastakisi 
and the two-column hall of Uplistsikhe, we are deal-
ing with a regional type of fire temple, because, de-
spite the structural unity, there are also significant 
differences between the described temples and Ira-
nian ones.

The above described group of temples has not 
several protruding small-sized chambers, which are 
located on both facade sides of the square cella. 
These chambers represent “Ateshgahs” - a storage 
place of permanent (inextinguishable) fire. These 
chambers are “one of the most essential compo-
nents of the inner functional structure of Iranian fire 
temples”.

There are no known cases among the Iranian fire 
temples, when, as in the mentioned temples (Tsikh-
iagora, Uplistsikhe two-column hall), the side cham-
bers (corridors) opened into the square hall (into the 
cella) with windows. However, it is also possible that 
this is just a result of poor preservation of the most of 
the Iranian fire temples.

Finally, in all the mentioned temples, except Ghar-
tiskari, the roof of the main (square) hall is set not on 
four columns, which is canonical for Iranian fire tem-
ples, but on just one (Tsikhiagora), or two columns 
(the two-column hall of Uplistsikhe), or they did not 
have freestanding columns at all (Samadlo grounds, 
Nastakisi).

In addition, it appears that the geographical dis-
tance of the Southern Caucasus, and Georgia in par-
ticular, from the Zoroastrian centres of Iran played an 
important role [45].

The study of the temple complex of Tsikhiagora 
showed that in the ritual there were used fire, red 
wine, bread (baked in an oven), and sacrifice of small 
cattle. The question arises as to what type of fire was 
lit in this temple, or to which deities the said tem-
ple was dedicated. It is impossible to give an exact 
answer to this question at the current level of our 
knowledge.
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We can conclude that, in the kingdom of Kartli/
Iberia, despite the undoubtedly strong influence of 
Iranian culture, there was religious syncretism with 
local traditions [76]. Generally, such a situation is 
more characteristic of the Hellenistic period.

Conclusion

Based on the analysis of the materials obtained as 
a result of the almost thirty years long study of Tsikh-
iagora using new dating methods, we were given 
the capability of covering many issues in a new way. 
The stratigraphy and chronology of the monument 
were specified.

As a result, we received the following sequence of 
cultural layers and levels of Tsikhiagora:

Layer I -  Early Bronze Age settlement, 2 levels, with 
5 construction horizons.  
28th-25th centuries B.C.

Layer II -  Middle Bronze Age kurgans.  
17th-16th centuries B.C.

Layer III - Late Bronze Age settlement - 2 levels. 
15th-12th centuries B.C.

Layer IV - Early Antique/Achaemenid age – 3 levels. 
 The end of the 6th century-4th century B.C.

Layer V - Hellenistic/Post-Achaemenid age, 8 build-
ing levels. 3rd-1st centuries B.C.  
(Levels 3-8 - temple complex. 3rd-2nd centu-
ries B.C.).

The materials of all layers of Tsikhiagora are so di-
verse and are connected with so many problems of 
different ages that it is impossible to discuss them 
in one paper. The main aim of this publication is to 
present this very interesting monument as a whole.
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FIGURESFIGURES

1-3. Tsikhiagora, general view.
4-8. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, temple. general view.
9. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, temple, room #2.
10-13. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, temple, room #10.
14-15. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, granary.
16. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, three-room structure
17-22. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, Cellar
23-25. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, grinding room.
26. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period. 1.Room #17. 2. Bakery
27-31. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, terrace.
32-36. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, large courtyard.
37-43. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, gate.
44. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period. 1. Terrace staircase, 2. Bulla.
45. Settlement of the “Sakaraulo Seri”. 1. Rich burial; 2. Jet pendant.
46-65. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, ceramic.
66-67. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, tile.
68. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, iron objects.
69-74. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, wall imprints and bulla.
75. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period. 1. A bronze stamp from the grinding room. 2. A bronze 

stamp from the   pithos-burial #25, “Sakarulo seri “. 3. “Sakaraulo seri”, silver drachm of Alexander 
the Great.

76. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, fragments of zoomorphic vessels.
77. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, Rhyton.
78. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Hellenistic period, stone capital.
79-80. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Achaemenid period, general view.
81-86. Tsikhiagora, Layer of the Achaemenid period, material.
87-94. Tsikhiagora, Late Bronze Age material.
95. Tsikhiagora, Kurgan ,  Middle Bronze Age.
96. Tsikhiagora, Early Bronze Age . Level  A.
97. Tsikhiagora, Early Bronze Age. 1. Level  A. 2. Layer B1.
98-106. Tsikhiagora, Early Bronze Age. Layer B2. Structure #1.
107-109. Tsikhiagora, Early Bronze Age. Layer B2. Structure  #2.
110. Tsikhiagora, Early Bronze Age. Layer B2. Structure #3.
111. Tsikhiagora, Early Bronze Age. Layer B3.
112-127. Tsikhiagora, Early Bronze Age. Material from  the  level A
128-136. Tsikhiagora, Early Bronze Age. Material of the  layer B1.
137-151. Tsikhiagora, Early Bronze Age. Material of the  layer B2.
152-153. Tsikhiagora, Early Bronze Age. Material of the layer B3 .
154-155. Tsikhiagora, Early Bronze Age. An out-of-place material.
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სურათებისურათები

1-3. cixiagora, saerTo xedi.
4-8. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, taZari. saerTo xedi.
9. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, taZari, oTaxi #2. 
10-13. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, taZari, oTaxi #10. 
14-15. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, beReli. 
16.   cixiagora, elinisturi fena, samoTaxiani nageboba. 
17-22. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, marani. 
23-25. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, safqveli oTaxi. 
26.   cixiagora, elinisturi fena. 1. oTaxi #17. 2. saTone.
27-31. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, terasa. 
32-36. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, didi ezo. 
37-43. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, karibWe. 
44. cixiagora, elinisturi fena. 1. terasis kibe, 2. bula. 
45. samarovani, sayaraulo seri. 1. mdidruli samarxi; 2. giSris sakidi.
46-65. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, keramikuli masala.
66-67. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, kramiti.
68. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, rkinis nivTebi.
69-74. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, kedlis anabeWdebi da bulebi.
75. cixiagora, elinisturi fena. 1. brinjaos sabeWdavi safqveli oTaxidan.  

2. brinjaos sabeWdavi sayaraulo seris qvevrsamarxi #25-dan. 3. sayaraulo seri, 
aleqsandre makedonelis vercxlis draqma. 

76. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, zoomorfuli WurWlis fragmentebi. 
77. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, ritoni.
78. cixiagora, elinisturi fena, qvis kapiteli. 
79-80. cixiagora, aqemeniduri fena. saerTo xedi. 
81-86. cixiagora, aqemeniduri fena. masala. 
87-94. cixiagora, gvianbrinjaos xanis masala. 
95. cixiagora, Suabrinjaos xanis yorRani. 
96. cixiagora, adrebrinjaos xana. A done. 
97. cixiagora, adrebrinjaos xana. 1. A done. 2. B1 fena. 
98-106. cixiagora, adrebrinjaos xana. B2 fena. Senoba #1.
107-109. cixiagora, adrebrinjaos xana. B2 fena. Senoba #2.
110. cixiagora, adrebrinjaos xana. B2 fena. Senoba #3.
111. cixiagora, adrebrinjaos xana. B3 fena. 
112-127. cixiagora, adrebrinjaos xana. A donis masala. 
128-136. cixiagora, adrebrinjaos xana. B1 fenis masala.
137-151. cixiagora, adrebrinjaos xana. B2 fenis masala. 
152-153. cixiagora, adrebrinjaos xana. B3 fenis masala.  
154-155. cixiagora, adrebrinjaos xana. ukonteqsto masala.
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Nana Rusishvili

PALAEOETHNOBOTANICAL INVESTIGATION OF “TSIKHIAGORA”*

in the mixture together with domesticated einkorn 
wheat, they could be attributed to the type of an 
already cited Triticum dicoccum-timopheevi. Triti-
cum timopheevi corresponds to chelta zanduri in 
Georgian. It belongs to a tetraploid (2n=28) hulled 
wheat. Its areal is narrow and its contemporary crops 
are known only in western Georgia [Dekaprelevich 
L.L. 1938:33-57; Menabde V.L., Eritsian A.A. 1960:731-
736].

Grains of the third group have shorter length (5, 
02 mm), in comparison with Triticum monococcum 
and Triticum dicoccum-timopheevi. Average width 
equals 2.02 mm (see Table 2). Grains are hump-
backed, and asymmetrical, vibrion is of pointed 
shape and noticeably protuberant, ventral grove is 
not deep (Fig. 2c). Grains of this type are attributed 
to wheat macha (Triticum macha Dek. Et Men.). Chel-
ta zanduri (Triticum timopheevi) in commu-nity with 
gvatsa zanduri (Triticum monococcum) creates the 
so-called zanduri population. Other sorts of wheat 
are often met in this population [Dekaprelevich L.L; 
Menabde V.L. 1932:3-35; Menabde V.L. 1948:43-47; 
Menabde V.L., Eritsian A.A. 1942: 23-830].

In the collected sample, taking into consideration 
quantity of grains, the bulk of the grains are repre-
sented by Triticum dicoccum-timopheevi (60, 95%), 
Triticum monococcum constituts 26, 89%, Triticum 
boeoticum – 5, 71% and Triticum macha - 6, 35%. 

Thus, similarly to the Digomi settlement, we once 
again encountered with the Zanduri population, how-
ever, it is dated to a much later period.

The Zanduri population was identified in the palae-
obotanical material of the Digomi settlement dated to 
the late Bronze Age. At Tsikhiagora, like in Digomi, the 
bulk of the material is represented by Triticum dicoc-
cum-timopheevi. Both sites are located on the territory 
of eastern Georgia. Presumably, the population under 
discussion occupied much greater areal in the past. 

According to the recent palaeobotanical data, 
T.timopheevi has been faund at the Neolithic and 
Bronze Age sites of Western Greece, as well as in 
Austria, at the site dated to the Late Bronze Age. 

The cultic temple “Thikhiagora” dated to the 4th-3rd 
centuries BC is situated at the village of Kavtiskhevi, 
Kaspi region [Tskitishvili G. 1976:60-61]. The palae-
oethnobotanical material is evidenced in the room 
No 10 of the templar complex as well as in the mill 
and the cellar. The Fossil botanical material is identi-
fied at the Early Bronze settlement near the templar 
complex.

Remains of vegetation, mixed with ash are found 
on the floor level in Room No. 10 of the templar com-
plex. Charred grains of wheat, barley, millet, as well 
as seeds of grape, peas and weeds, are identified af-
ter sifting of ash layers (Table 1).

Wheat is heterogeneous in the find. According to 
morphological features, three groups of grains are 
distinguished. The first group includes grains with 
very small width (value “B”) and comparatively big-
ger height (value “T”). Average length of grains equal 
5.42 mm, width – 1.24 mm. Ratio L/B values equal 
4.37. Such ratio is characteristic of a einkorn wheat 
(Triticum monococcum L.) (Table 2). Basic features 
of the species are: small width, protuberant ventral 
portion, and, compared to width, bigger height (val-
ue~ T ~) (Fig. 1a). Index 100 T/B of a domesticated 
einkorn wheat always exceeds 100%. In the given 
case it equallse 200,81%. 

In this fraction were also found grains, charac-
terized with smaller width. Compared to Triticum 
monococcum, their height was smaller as well (see 
Table 2), while their ventral portion were less protu-
berant. On the basis of these features, they resem-
bled wild einkorn wheat (Triticum boeoticum).

Grains of other different morphological type 
are included into the second group. Their average 
length equalls 6.19 mm. In comparison with Triti-
cum monococcum their width is greater, while their 
height is smaller (see Table 2). According to these 
features, they resemble emmer wheat (Triticum di-
coccum Schubl.) and wheat of Triticum timopheevi 
Zhuk. They are oblong, sharpening towards their 
apical and basal portions (Fig.1 b). Taking into con-
sideration all these features, as well as their presence 

* Iberia-Colchis 2010 #6 pp.  159-167
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These data are noteworthy, extending the areal of 
zanduri [Jons G., Valamoti S., Charles M. 2000:133-
146].

Bulk of finds in building No.10 is comprised by 
grains of barley and millet. Grains of barley are elon-
gated and narrow. Their ventral grooves at the basal 
portion are narrow, widening towards their apical 
portion, and their dorsal portion are flat (Fig. 1d). 
Grain body is symmetrical, insignificantly varying ac-
cording to its size. On the basis of these features, it 
could be concluded that barley belonged to a hulled 
two-rowed variety (Hordeum distichum L.).

In addition, spikelet of wild barley is found in the 
sample. It is noteworthy that, its middle spikelet is 
in sedentary position, while lateral spikelet has legs 
and axis of triplet, and is trimmed with fluff (Fig. 2f ). 
On the grounds of these peculiarities, the triplet is 
attributed to wild barley (Hordeum spontaneum C. 
Koch).

Millet was not mixed with wheat and barley. It is 
found in glued clots of mass, in its pure kind, without 
admixtures. It seems that separately gathered harvest of 
millet has been kept there. Scales cover grains, and re-
mains of panicles are encountered among them. Grains 
are of average sizes, elongated. Their length reaches 2.54 
mm, and width - 1, 83 mm. On the basis of its sizes, mor-
phological type, and structure of panicle, it is attributed 
to ordinary millet (Panicum miliaceum) (Fig. 1e).

Three grape seeds and a pea seed were identified 
in the mixture of cereal grains. Sizes of grape seeds 
are displayed on Table 3. Seeds of grapes were of me-
dium size. They are sack like, having rounded shape. 
Their stalk is distinctly expressed, widening towards 
basal portions. Chalaza is round-shaped and con-
caved. It is located in the middle of a seed body. A 
ventral seam on the top of the seed is located in a 
cavity; lateral grooves on the abdominal portion are 
narrow, stretching in parallel directions. Relying on 
seed sizes, length of a stalk and L/B ratio discovered 
grape seeds should be attributed to a cultivated type 
of Vitis vinifera L.

Pea seed (Fig. 1g) should be attributed to a cul-
tivated species of Pisum sativum. Seeds diameter 
reaches 5, 0 mm, length of its rib was 2,0 mm. Seeds 
of weeds are presented among cultivated plants. 
Following species were differentiated in the finds: 
Secale segetale (Zhuk.), Roshew., Lithospermum 
arrense L., Lolium sp., Bupleurum rotundifolium L., 
Conringia orientalis (L.) Andrz., Cirsium arvense L. 
Scop., Rumex sp., Galium sp.

Amount of weed seeds was considerable; there-
fore material could be characterized as weedy. Vege-
tation remains are discovered in the
vicinity of the cultic temple at the so-called «mill». 
The place in question is named sol since a lot of 
flour-grinders are found there. Charred grains are 
found there in a vessel for preservation of grains. The 
following plant species are identified in the material 
obtained from the flour-grinding premises: Triticum 
aestivo-compactum, Triticum dicoccum, Triticum 
macha and seeds of weeds (see Table 3).

Triticum aestivo-compactum prevails in the find, 
corresponding to 78, 49% of the find. Its grains are of 
small size. Its average length reaches 4,65 mm, width 
– 2,91 mm, and height – 2,07 mm. The ratio of length 
towards width corresponded to 1.60 (see Table 3). Ac-
cording to external appearance grains are swollen, ev-
idently being effected by fire. Embryo is also swollen, 
noticeably protruding. On the whole, shape and sizes 
of grains are characteristic of bread wheat (Triticum 
aestivo-compactum) (Fig. 3a).

The grains of emmer wheat (Triticum diccocum) 
comprised 15, 74% of finds. According to their sizes (see 
Table 3) and their morphological features (Fig. 3d), they 
do not diverge from aforementioned features of the 
species in question.

The grains, attributed to wheat of macha, corre-
sponded only to 5,83%. In comparison with already 
described grains of this type, they are more elongat-
ed. Their average length equals 5, 62 mm, width – 
2,56mm. and height-2.42 mm. They are wider than 
grains of the emmer wheat. The grains attributed 
to wheat of macha are distinguished from the first 
two species by their bigger height (see Table 3). 
They have asymmetrical shapes tha are exposed on 
a cross-section of grains. Their dorsal portions are 
hunchbacked and their basal parts are narrow. Em-
bryo was noticeably protruded; fluff was noticeable 
on its apical part (Fig 3e).

Thirteen grains of rye are identified in finds. Their 
average length equals 5, 1 mm, width – 1, 73 mm, 
height – 1, 7 mm. These grains are of medium size 
and narrow. Relying on these features, they more re-
sembled Secale segetale.

Besides rye, the following species of weedy plants 
are identificated: Lolium sp., Galium sp., Aegilops sp. and 
Cephalaria syriaca Schrad. Weeds are represented with 
charred grains and seeds, while Aegolops sp. – with a 
rachis segment of ear.

Out of weeds, Cephalaria syriaca was especially 
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noteworthy.”Makhobeli» is its Georgian equivalent 
name. Local population uses grains of this species as 
admixture for wheat. Wheat flour with admixture of 
Makhobeli obtains blueish color. Bread baked from 
its flour do not become stale for a long period of 
time and is characterized with pleasant aroma [3, pp 
219-156]. 

It is quite possible that the discovery of Makho-
beli together with wheat is not accidental and that 
baking of bread with its admixture is a very ancient 
baking usage, being utilized already in the 4th-3th 
centuries BC. 

According to the composition of species, vegetation 
remains identified in the vessel for preservation of grains 
were similar to those found in the mill. As in the previous 
case, here the bulk of the material (68.99%) is reprezent-
ed by bread wheat (Triticum aestivo-compactum). Ac-
cording to morphological features and sizes (see Table 
3), grains are identical with wheat existing in the mill.

In finds Triticum dicoccum corresponds to 27.59 
%, while wheat macha- to 3.42 %. Thus, according 
amount (see Table 1) and sizes (see Table 2) and mor-
phology of discovered wheat species, material found 
in the mill and the vessel is identical, and, very likely, 
belongs to one and the same harvest.

Together with grains of cerials, seeds of following 
weeds are presented in the vessel: Lolium sp., Secale 
segetale, Galium sp., Cephalaria syriaca and polygo-
num sp. (see Table 1), i.e. the composition of species 
found in different localities is more or less similar.

The find in question is noteworthy pertaining
remains of wheat ears too. Two rachis segments
of Triticum aestivum connected to each other in 
twos are found (Fig. 3b). Three ears of macha wheat 
type are also found. Ears on scales are trimmed with 
fluff which is a characteristic feature for the species 
in question. A stem of the ear could be broken in 
the same way as in the case of the emmer wheat, 
i.e. stem segments are attached to the base of the 
ear by their upper ends (Fig. 2). Whole grains are ex-
tracted from one ear. According to their shapes, they 
resembled grains of macha type wheat except that 
they are too small. It is possible that it represents the 
farthest apical part of the ear.

Three grape seeds are discovered in the vessel. 
They have pear-like shape. Their blunt-pointed stalks 
are perfectly expressed, widening towards their base. 
Chalaza is salient, slightly displaced towards the up-
per third of the grain. The seed seam is straight and 
not deep. Lateral grooves were stretched in parallel 

directions (Fig. 3c). Average length of grape grains 
equaled 4,3 mm, width – 2,7 mm, length of the stalk 
– 1,2 mm. Judging by length of the stalk and indices, 
the grains belonged to a cultivated variety of grapes 
though their fruits were too small (Table 4). It was ev-
idenced by small sizes of their grains.

Charred grains are found on the floor level of
the room called «marani” located not far from the 
mill. The English for “marani” is a wine-cellar.
Following species of cereals are identified in the
wine-cellar: emmer wheat, einkorn wheat and Triti-
cum aestivo-compactum type, hulled barley
and rye. Hulled wheat was represented with spikelet 
fork as well.

In contrast to the previous case the emmer what 
represents the bulk of the finds (84, 87%). Einkorn 
wheat, macha type Triticum aestivo-compactum 
and hulled barley are representing as admixture in-
significant quantity (see Table 1).

Table 3 represents sizes and indices of discovered 
grains. Relying on these data and their morphology, 
they correspond to characteristics of the discussed 
species. One grain of rye, which is discovered in the 
winecellar, is narrow and long, and resembls Secale 
segetale (see Table 3).

In the vicinity of the cultic temple, excavations 
of a settlement dated to the Early Bronze Age (3rd 
millennium BC.) are carried out. Grains of barley are 
revealed there in a clay vessel. Their amount approx-
imately reaches 5000 cm3. Barley is represented by 
mixture of naked and hulled types. Average sample 
is chosen for calculation of perecentage correlation 
of varieties of the finds in question. Hulled barley 
constitutes bulk of the find (90, 10%), while naked 
barley - only 9, 90% t (see Table 1).

Compared to grains of hulled barley, grains of na-
ked barley were larger. Average length of pellicled 
barley was 5, 72 mm, while grains of naked barley 
were 4; 68 mm in length (see Table 3). These variet-
ies of barley could be distinguished according to a 
shape of abdominal groove. In case of hulled barley, 
it is narrow at its basal portion, widening towards 
apical portion (Fig. 3f ). Abdominal groove of naked 
barley is equally narrow along its whole length (Fig. 
3g).

Subsequently, it could be concluded that wheat 
of the zanduri population was grown in the antique 
period on the territory of the village Kavtiskhevi. It 
was represented by the following species: Triticum 
monococcum, Triticum dicoccum-timofeevi and Trit-
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icum macha.
Besides the zanduri population, emmer wheat 

and population of bread wheat were grown on the 
site under discussion. Utilization of makhobeli as 
an admixture for wheat implies that a technology 
of bread-baking in Georgia originates from ancient 
times. Out of cereals, together with the sited species 
of wheat and barley, ordinary millet was also grown.

Mixture of hulled and naked species of barley
found in layers dated to the 3rd millennium BC. 
serves as a poof of the intensive agriculture at the 
settlement under discussion.
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FIGURES:

1 – Carbonised grains of Triticum monococcum (a); 
Triticum dicoccum-timopheevi (b); Triticum ma-
cha (c); Hordeum vulgare (d); Palicum miliaceum 
(e); spikelet of Hordeum spontaneum (f ); pea 
seed (g).

2 – Spikelet and grains of wheat macha. 

3 – Triticum aestivo-compactum (a); carbonized ra-
chis fragments of Triticum aestivo-compactum 
(b); grape seeds (c); grain of emmer wheat (d); 
grain of Triticum macha (e); Hordeum vulgare (f ); 
Hordeum nudum (g).



480 ციხიაგორაციხიაგორა

Table 1

Species composition of vegetable remains from Kavtiskhevi

Location of finds Species Quantity of grains and seeds

number %

Tsikhia-Gora Room No 10 Triticum dicoccum-timopheevi

Triticum monoccum

Triticum macha

Triticum boeoticum

Hordeum distichun

Hordeum spontaneum 

Vitis vinifera

Pisum sativum

Lolium sp.

Secale cereale ssp.segetale

Lithospermum arvense L.

Bupleurum rotundifolium L.

Conringia orientalis Andz (L.)

Cirsium arvense L.

Rumex sp.

Galium sp.

192

85

20

18

24 000

1

3

1

1

18

5

4

134

56

7

16

60.95

26.98

6.35

5.71

100

Tsikhia-Gora Mill (Flaur-grinding 

mill) 

Triticum aestivo-compactum

Triticum dicoccum

Triticum macha

Lolium sp.

Galium sp.

Aegilops sp.

269

54

20

24

7

1

78.43

15.74

5.83

Tsikhia-Gora Mill Vessel for grams Triticum aestivo-compactum

Triticum dicoccum

Triticum macha

Triticum aestivum

Triticum macha

Vitis vinifera

Lolium sp.

Secale cereale ssp. segetale

Cephalaria syriaca

Rumex sp.

Galium sp.

1 150

460

57

2

3

2

55

6

158

2

4

68.99

27.59

3.42

Tsikhia-Gora Wine-cellar Triticum dicoccum

Triticum monoccum

Triticum macha

Triticum aestivo-compactum

Spikelet fork of hulled wheat

Hordeum vulgare

Secale cereale ssp. segetale

230

9

20

10

3

2

1

84.87

3.32

7.38

Settlement dated to the 3rd

millennium BC Cultural layer

Hordeum vulgare

Hordeum vulgare v. nudum

346

38

90.10

9.90
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Table 2

Sizes Of Charred grains from Tsikhia-Gora

Place of find
Species Length L Width B Height T Indices

Aver. Min. Max. Aver. Min. Max. Aver. Min. Max. L/B B/L% T/L% T/B%

Room No 10 Triticum monoccum 5.42 4.8 6.0 1.24 0.8 2.0 2.49 2.0 3.0 4.37 22.88 45.94 200.81

Triticum dicoccum – 
Timopheevi

6.19 4.5 7.0 1.96 1.5 2.0 2.18 2.0 2.6 3.16 31.66 35.22 111.22

Triticum macha 5.02 5.5 5.4 2.02 2.0 2.3 2.12 2.0 2.4 2.49 40.24 42.23 104.95

Triticum boeoticum 5.58 4.9 6.0 1.09 0.4 1.3 2.03 1.8 2.3 5.13 19.51 36.32 186.21

Hordeum distichun 6.60 5.0 0 2.35 2.0 3.0 1.80 1.5 2.0 2.81 35.61 27.27 76.60

Panicum miliaceum 2.54 2.1 3.0 1.83 1.2 2.3

Mill
Triticum 
aestivocompactum

4.65 4.0 5.3 2.91 2.5 3.2 2.07 1.9 2.3 1.60 62.63 44.55 71.13

Triticum dicoccum 5.14 4.8 5.7 2.3 2.0 2.7 2.31 2.0 2.5 2.23 44.79 45.02 100.51

Triticum macha 5.62 5.1 6.0 2.56 2.3 3.0 2.42 2.3 2.5 2.20 45.55 43.06 94.53

Secale cereale ssp. 
segetale

5.1 4.7 5.6 1.73 1.3 2.0 1.7 1.2 2.0 2.95 33.92 33.33 98.27

Powed from 
vessel

Triticum aestivoco-
mpactum

4.65 4.0 5.5 2.91 2.5 3.3 2.11 1.9 2.4 1.60 62.51 45.30 72.48

Triticum dicoccum 5.29 5.0 6.0 2.13 2.0 2.3 2.06 1.9 2.3 2.49 40.23 38.97 96.87

Triticum macha 5.78 5.2 6.1 2.85 2.5 3.1 2.57 2.2 3.0 2.03 49.51 44.46 90.18

Secale cereale ssp. 
segetale

5.28 5.0 5.5 1.96 1.5 2.2 1.85 1.5 2.1 2.66 37.60 35.37 94.07

Wine cellar Triticum dicoccum 5.28 4.9 6.0 2.22 2.0 2.9 2.25 2.0 2.5 2.38 42.07 42.53 101.09

Triticum monoccum 5.14 4.8 5.5 1.73 1.5 1.9 2.36 2.1 2.5 2.98 33.58 45.99 136.96

Triticum macha 5.81 5.5 6.3 2.76 2.3 3.2 2.56 2.1 2.5 2.11 47.42 38.82 81.87

Triticum aestivoco-
mpactum

4.88 4.5 5.2 2.92 2.5 3.2 2.08 1.9 2.3 1.67 59.84 42.62 71.23

Hordeum vulgare 5.65 5.1 6.2 2.8 2.6 3.0 1.9 1.8 2.0 2.02 49.56 33.63 67.86

Secale cereale ssp. 
segetale

6.5 2.0 1.5 3.1 30.77 23.08 75.0

Settlement 
of Early 
Bronze Age

Hordeum vulgare v. 
nudum

4.68 4.5 5.0 2.28 1.8 2.5 1.75 1.5 2.0 2.05 48.72 37.39 76.75

Hordeum vulgare 5.71 5.0 7.0 2.88 2.3 3.3 1.89 1.6 2.3 1.98 50.44 33.10 65.63
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Table 3

Sazes of grape seeds from room No. 10

Sees No. Length Width Stalk length Ratio L/B

1 4.5 2.8 1.5 1.61

2 4.2 2.5 1.0 1.68

3 5.0 6.0 1.2 1.67

Aver. sizes 4.57 2.77 1.23 1.65

Table 4

Sizes of Grape seeds from the vessel for grains

Seeds No. Length

L

Width

B

Length of the stalk Index

L/B

1 4.5 3.1 1.2 1.45

2 4.3 2.5 1.3 1.72

3 4.1 2.5 1.1 1.64

Average sizes 4.3 2.7 1.2 1.59
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1 – Carbonised grains of Triticum monococcum (a); Triticum dicoccum-timopheevi (b); Triticum macha (c); Hordeum vulgare (d); Pali-
cum miliaceum (e); spikelet of Hordeum spontaneum (f ); pea seed (g).

2 – Spikelet and grains of wheat macha. 

3 – Triticum aestivo-compactum (a); carbonized rachis fragments of Triticum aestivo-compactum (b); grape seeds (c); grain of emmer 
wheat (d); grain of Triticum macha (e); Hordeum vulgare (f ); Hordeum nudum (g)
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