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Resume

Within the framework of the project, the monograph "Paradigm changes in ethnogenesis and
ethnic history research" was created. The paper consists of two parts. The title of the first part is
"The place of issues of ethnogenesis and ethnic history in modern humanities and social sciences".
Challenges related to ethnogenesis and ethnic history research at the modern stage are discussed
here. These challenges are grouped into three parts - a) interdisciplinary isolation (loss of
reference points and a holistic picture of research), b) loss of authentic context (ignoring the
priorities of contemporaries of the historical era), ¢) anachronism (extension of concepts/agenda
characteristic of modernity to the past). A research method has been established on the basis of
the analysis of withdrawals, which provides the possibility of interdisciplinary synthesis. The
main characteristic of this research method is to focus on the narratives of the members of the
society / "social actors" selected as the object of study and the discourses characteristic of this
society. A special emphasis is placed on the discussion of narratives and discourses as tools of the
politics of "similarity-difference". The opinion is expressed that the policy of "similarity-
difference" is carried out by elite groups, which becomes the main driving force of the process of
ethnogenesis / ethnic history. The paper provides a classification of historically known societies
according to their characteristic discourses. The following models of society are distinguished - (a)
primitive society, (b) society of the Neolithic and Eneolithic periods; (c) Bronze Age society; (d)
Iron/Antique Age society; (e) medieval society; (f) society of the modern period; (p) Society of the
postmodern period. The characteristics/characteristics of each of them are highlighted. To
illustrate these features, specific examples well known to historiography are discussed
(Bushmanship of Kung, Kula tradition, migration to Easter Island, Amarna archive, the problem
of the ancestral homeland of Proto-Indo-Europeans, the disintegration of Proto-Indo-European
unity, the problem of ethnogenesis of ancient Germans and Celts, etc.). In the discussion of
characteristics, special attention is paid to the concepts of "identity", "social capital” and "social
order". The opinion is expressed that in each of the above-mentioned periods, the "social order"
was regulated at different levels, which had a decisive impact on the "self-concept'/identity of
social actors and the "similarity-difference politics" carried out by the elites. The concept of
"ethnos" is used in the monograph with a slightly different content from the traditional one. In
particular, it will be understood not as a primary/biological category, but as a society, which the
"we discourse" dissolves. This type of society was represented by different types of ethno-social
organisms in different historical periods (ethnic community, class, religious community, nation,
etc.). Such an approach/setting the issue in this way gives the author the opportunity to
interrelatedly consider not only the data of history, archaeology, physical anthology, linguistics,
but also to complete the anthropological, sociological and historical (political history, social

history) perspective of the research.

The title of the second part of the book is "Ethnosocial History of Georgia". Cases related to
Georgia from the ancient times to the Late Bronze-Adrekin period are discussed here. In
particular, the Paleolithic and Mesolithic are studied on the example of Dzudzuana and Satsurblia
caves, and the Neolithic and Eneolithic are discussed based on the material related to the
archaeological culture of Shulaver-Shomutefe. As for the Bronze Age. This period is studied in the
background of the analysis of the relationship between the archaeological cultures of the
Caucasus (Maikopi culture, Mtkvar-Arax culture, Dolmen culture, Tergi culture, Beden culture,
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Trialeti culture, Lchashen-Tsitlegori culture, Gvinbrinjao-Adrekini age Kolkhi culture). A special
emphasis is placed on the culture of Maikop, Beden and Trialeti, which is considered as the area
of distribution of peoples speaking "proto-Georgian languages". In the work, special attention is
paid to the influence of the processes taking place in the ancient Eastern countries/civilization
centers (for example, "Uruk expansion”) on the ethno-social processes taking place in the
Caucasus, in particular, on the formation of local elites, whose actions determined the nature of
ethno-social processes during this period. This opportunity allows the ethnic history of the
Bronze Age to be covered in a slightly different style/emphasis than the traditional one.

The author plans to continue working on the study of later periods of Georgian history based on
the research method established in the monograph.
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