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\ The work of researchers from post-communist states indicates that in the majority of
post-Soviet states, including Georgia, so-called *hybrid regimes' are being formed, which are
neither fully totalitarian nor fully democratic. The hybrid regimes are referred to in different
terms by different authors: 'partial democracies’ (Epstein et al.),“semi consolidated
authoritarian regimes' (Freedom House), 'defective democracies' (Croissant and Merkel),
‘electoral  democracies' (Diamond), ‘illiberal democracies' (Zakaria),'competitive
authoritarianisms' (Levitsky and Way), 'semi-authoritarianisms' (Ottaway), and ‘electoral

- authoritarianisms' (Schedler).

_ It can be assumed that the prospects for democratic development in a country with a
hybrid regime are rather vague. In a transitional society, the weakening of various systems is

followed by a need to transform and institutionalise social practices and institutions. One of
the most important components of democratic transformation is the introduction of effective
balancing mechanisms between different branches of state government (Legislative,

- Executive and Judicial); i.e. the precise definition and identification of the rights, obligations

and responsibilitics at all levels of government. It is equally important to develop an
organised institutional system. The formation of strong Legislative and Judicial branches will
provide a framework for the Executive branch, i.c. administration; this will facilitate planned
development of democratic processes in the society, enabling it to control and regulate those
processces.

As a rule, hybrid regimes cannot create mechanisms able to balance power within the
system. According to the concepts of pluralism and polyarchy, the development of state
institutions has crucial importance in achieving democracy. From this perspective, democracy
is not perfect but real, Transformation of the political system - i.e. transition from a hybrid
regime to democracy - in the near future entails its popularisation and 'polyarchy-isation’
(Dahl, 1953). Western scholars often refer to European and American political systems not as
democracies but as polyarchies. 'Polyarchy’ means pluralism, where the power is not
concentrated in the centre. This is a realistic theory of democracy - a 'real democracy’,

The main aim of the article is to study the theory of the division of power and 'Check
and Balance' concept, to describe management strategies within the Judicial and Executive
branches of government and to reveal and analyse factors which support or interfere with the
formation of a new 'Check and Balance' system of government. A sociological approach to
the subject under study involves the analysis of such systems in the context of the
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