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RESUME

Nikoloz Nakhutsrishvili
Georgian Language-lost settlements in Iran
(Materials and Research)

This work is a part of the three-year project — A Georgian
LanguageIslandina Trans-Ethnic Area (GLITEA)-Fereydanian
Dialect in the IR of Iran, sponsored by Shota Rustaveli National
Science Foundaiton (N 217438).

Initial goal of the project was to investigate the problems
of the city of Afus (Isfahan province) and some Georgian
settlements of Mazandaran province that have lost their native
language decades ago. But during the process of investigation
new materials and information on Georgian trace in different
regions of Iran have emerged. Eventually the work covered
majority of Iranian provinces as much as possible.

The data obtained furnishes opportunity for appropriate and
purposeful researches in  specific regions and settlements of
Iran, where Georgians’ residence can yet be traced.

On the Georgian linguistic island existing in Fereydan region
of Isfahan province the city of Afus is considered to be the
only settlement that lost Georgian language. There is a strong
probability that approximately a hundred years ago the situation
similar to present case in Afus took place in the Georgian
settlements of the province of Mazandaran where the trace of
Georgian dialect completely faded away.

Unlike Mazandaranians, a small part of Afus residents yet
hold some elements of Georgian language. One part of Afus
toponyms is still Georgian. Afus residents still remember some
Georgian phytonyms, zoonyms and names of traditional games.

The work also gives an information on settlements located
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in different regions of Iran that can be thought of as a native
language-lost Georgians’ former or present dwelling places.

These settlements are stretched over many Iranian provinces:
Gilan, Mazandaran, Golestan, Khorasan-e Razavi, South
Khorasan, Semnan, Lorestan, Kordestan, Khuzestan, Ardabil,
East Azerbaijan, West Azerbaijan, etc.

The work contains a great deal of new information gathered
by the author.

A thorough and comprehensive study of each of these
settlements within the group of the joint Georgian-Iranian
projects seems to be perspective and urgent.
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