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©9waobo — quadratum incusum)

7-8. 1965 s 1966 {jergddo meM9g3d0 Dp3ol bsdoMols 99dmbggzom
50dmBbs d3. §). IV Lomzmbol I bsbggzMol Lobm3wmemo Msddgdo. go-
650096 Lobm3MMHo FmbgBHgdo BsOMME 0gm A93MEILIOMIE0 JMe-
bgoob bsbsdomm bmedo, 30deg30m Fom BEBHBIOEGHME SOfgM0-
@Md5L. OO — 6odxks BLobM3gL Fodmbobrargds dstizbbog. BmMao
— 956Ebbog 9005 Mwo ©Ix0bby Ixwmdo sGfogo. sOFogzol
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RM®MOL §399 bLbgoalbgs dogoliBModol Lobgaro dg0dbmeo sbmgdoom.
91060l J390mm 51939 09MABMEs© Joarsgol babgwo — XINQ.

9-12. d3. §. IV bom3mbol I bsbgz®om momom©qds 4 Modds, s0dm-
B9boo d50mdols Bosdmgddo 1900-056 fergddo.

13. 1948 (9ol 3033656030 153500 6533900l ©s3)d539d0
©@OML 50dMBBEs 3963beoll ImbyEqdol gobdo mboo 6-8 3. dobo
3060050 bsffoo go0x356¢3)s. 5F560L Lobgwdfoxm dxbgmddo 149
dmbgBos 30, BodsMmmzgwml dxmBHgmddo — 9. gosMbgbowo bo-
Powosb 110 Lobm3MEmo EMSJdss, MMAWgdoE Bmysws d3. §f. 360-
320 §90000 MM0MEYdS; ©bsMbgbo 30 dgmeg Godol 3mEbMo
GO0MdMEg0095. 25630l d93609Mds IgLHogersd os3mb3M9ES dobo
Bogemodol ma®owo — d3. §j. 350-345 §§.

14. 1880-056 {crgddo Leabwddo 03m3zqgl d3. §. IV Lowmzmbols Lobm-
360 6sgds.

Q) 5dobmb 6sddgdo:

15. 1966 9ol Jmdmegomdo d90mbzg30m 508mBbs Jogmsd s8obmls
39603bob 3mbgds, IMMH0Mgdmeo d3. §f. IV Lomzmboom, segdlseb-
69 35390Mbgol Igmdol fobs bsbgdom (BHodo: 9Mdwo — Joerol
05300 godmbobmegds. BGyo — dvm).

16. sbgm039 IMbgES 50FMBBs LMbTol (30bols FHYMHOGHMM0sDY.

BM©0wM 8530D030L30609m0L dmbgEgdo

5) 356¢)035390mbo:

17. 1967 §gol 1303365030 096MH3bmeo Bods®mzbol No5 bsdsebdo
50dmPBbs dg. §f. 475-450 (ergdom osmsm0MgdIemo 356@0353900m-
Bols 396m3Ebeols dmbgds (0999wo — gugobo. BGyo — quadratum
incusum).

18. woBgmo@emsdo o3IO 3bmdol ™Mobsbdo, goboldo®do
d9dobgg300m 330500 396E0353900Mbol L3ogrgbdol mbgds, dmF-
oo d3. §). 370-340 engddo.

0) bodxygombo:

19. 1968 {9l 303F3656M0L d9MHIbME BodsGrm3zs60l Ne8 Lsdsmbdo
50dmPRbs 6039390Mmbdo dMFHOMO OMIMEO, IMIMOPVGOIMWO d3.
0. V Lom3mbolb 356583690 dgmmbgom (d998¢0 — bodgsls moegols
3990bObMgds. BDmMao — quadratum incusum -do IMMO3LYdIMO 3o~
bol wgedfo ygm®Abob 83H9g360ms s BMMWIGdOm).

5999960000 06560:

20. B396 9339 33Jmbs LsMBIMO LYYEMEOOL 2obdol Tglobgd (ob.
Nel). bfmEgo 59 296dol d9dsqbermdsdo s0dmBbos 9J9dgbom®o
bsbob dg. §. V Lom3zmbolb L3selwmwo Logwo (ddeo — dsbrx3b03
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3035MHmM)o 06Msbol ,9x50L“ godmbsbmegds. @0 — quadratum
incusum).

5096MM0 G9B®oMogdqdo:

21. 1890-056 §iemgdol sbslmyanls 3f3569 3mb3gbol dosdmgddo
03m39L d3. §. V-IV bos3969900L s09bm60 GHgd®ocodds (8999wo
— 856x3603 303560 Jo I Mo 509bsL 0530l godmbobyyengds.
Bme0 — 50X 3603 0O 3v9), GMIJo 306055 bobs o
50f96M5 9. 35bMmIMg0s. 53, gl 50MBGDs 93F3L 56 0(393L.

953900™boa:

22. 35680 5609 my0MH0 450bMgdol @OML 1969 (ol 3mebo
99mIOHOL LYF>OBI0 5IMBBES F53900Mmbool Jgz30L Bowrodg II-ob (d3.
0. 359-336 {i0.) LAHSGIMO. 58 MJOHML FMbBygEOL sOHgMOEMds SBgMO.:
3990000 — 53Mbol 530l godmbobr)angds doyx3b03. Bmeao — do6-
X3603 903sG00wo Ibgsdo mOmEbgbosd 9@WwBy. 3bgbgdol obs
13969056 LOAdMEM — IOl 1530 30MHPI306. bsBL J39dmo dgMJ-
6o Bgfg@owo — PIAIIIIIOY.?

3MWbMMH0 090 s83bIBYIM0I6

XX b9939960L sbsfyolbdo bembwydol FoEsdmgddo sdmBbs 3mem-
b0 09900600 gobdo. 1926 {gerl Begol LobsdoOmmBg Lmbmdmsb 03m-
396 9OmM0 3WbMMo 39806Modds. d. 3x3GH0bol doge Fo®mdmgdmwo
56M49MEMQ0OH0 ombMmgdol d9gye bgdm 9dgeslo;msb (Lmbwdols
650mb0) 300093 9OO 3MEbMEOO JMbgEes Badmgbo.

1953 9l bembmdol doEsdmgddo d. GHMs3dol doge Hosemdmgdmwo
5M49gMEMQ0OH0 obMgdol @mMmL d3. §. IV Lomzmbom @sms®o-
09099 N239 1553oMbdo 90dmBbs 3mebwemo 39doMsdds 939G
096 dbmo sbmmo.

1959 {9l bzmbmddo, d999mGHob Gsombdo, dmdswsdg sGOlgE0sd
0335 B399 906030 3030l 3Mwb®o Imby@).s.

1966 9ol bemggen BoGbsmmTo (Fme®oxzgdol Moombo) smdmBbos
QOO 356d0, Ls0sbsE BYMO FMbgEs Bo0dIMS Lrbmdol 3 Hgwadds.

1967 ol bemggen 658539300 (390l Gs0mbo) 50dmBbs Jmem-
b0 09gmnob obdo, ®mdgeos 430 dmbgEolasb 99agdms.

* 0. ©6@vY9, 3. ©6EYYY, 5. BMP0TZ0¢0, 5. 0015300, . 53537, b. 0G0, 5. BoJMdZs,
9. 93050560, b. bo®dowsdy. 3MWbMGmO MINGO. Jodmvymo 65290BdoEozol 0bywolm®-
JoOMwo mbesob-3o@swmao. 2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public/home/ge; o.
©9b©Y9, 3. ©Mb©YS. JoOmaro 64doBdo@ozol 3o@swmyo. I bsfowo. d90wagbargdo: ».
0803300, 5. 15015830000, . 153539, b. B0GOY, 5. BoJMd3s, 9. 53005¢0s60. 0. 2013, 3.
8-78; T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Second edition. Compiled by
A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, Natia Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani, M. Kardava.
Athens. 2021, 33. 11-65.
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bmge BsdgMOMTo (ool Gs0mbo) s0dmBbLs 3mwbmMo mgm-
Mol 996do, HG™mIgeog 44 3mbgEobash d9ygdms.!°

3bMdoos Lmxggewr BLOMELIIG (Mool Msombo) dmdo-
Bs6g 3m@bMOo 0gmMOL 2s6do; 3MWbMMHo MYMOOL (350 399Wo
5000mBgbs MmPsIR0MYH."!

Lembmdol I7Bgmddo 0bsbgds 5 ImbgEHoligsb 9dysco gobdo, Mm-
3905356 mmbo 30bmEos.

5M0L 36mds LmBge 693530 (IOl Ms0Mbo) 3MmEbyEo
dmbgBob s0dmBgbol Gglobgd, HMIgebg oGIBowro 0gm dg@dbmwo
Sbm A1

10 C. M. IlTam6a. MonerHOe o6paiienue Ha Teppuropuu A6xasuu (V B. 1o u. 2.-XIII B. u. 3.). T6.
1987, 33. 10; 53b5bgmdo 508mPgbogro dmbg@gdol vsbwglio dodmbowgolmgol ob. A. Tarus,
W. Ykapya. Mcropus genexuoro obpamenus A6xasuu. Cyxymu. 2022.

11 C. M. IlTam6a. MonerHOe ob6paiieHue Ha Teppuropuu A6xasuu (V B. mo u. 5.-XIII B. 1. 3.). T6.
1987, a3. 11.

12 C. M. IlTamGa. MonerHOe oGpauienue Ha Teppuropuu A6xasuu (V B. 1o u. 9.-XIII B. 1. 5.). T6.
1987, 3. 18.
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L5dMbgE ™ d0dmg3939 3Mmebgmdo
ag. §. IV-III Lom3zmbggddo

5¢09qdLsbtg 353900Mbgol sdMHMd9dTS QOIEHMOWYdS M-
@065 96303900 Bodgsmmb yzgws bRg®mdo, dsm dmMob Lodmbydm
bogd9d03. 5egdLobEMgL BMsETs LOLEYsd omJdol dmgew 00-
©M™obger MG omdo godsEHMbgdIo dEAMIsMHIMIS ©I03939.
dolo 49M(335¢gd0l 999 OSMbMLYIOID 9OHM-9HMTs godm-
BIME0ds, 065300-053900Mbool 39939 wolindsdqd 5¢gdleb®mgl do-
bbb gdom IO dmbg3Hgdo, GMmIwgddss Y39 OO LygMms-
JmOH0LM 50056M©Jds FMm03M35. 5¢9JLobEMgL s Woliodsdgl mdMmls
3b93990 0809xbs 3M3MWsOHIWO 0gm, G 53 IMbsMJOOL otrs-
(3350900l 9999y Mm©0-Bsdo Bowy3bols gobdsgEmdsdo mMogg Lo-
dmbgdHm BHodol dmFcs AMI)YdIMEs Fo0039 Lobgwom, Lbgswsl-
H35 39MH0EMM05Dg, LB35LHIS 0IMHOOIO MEYSBML, ) oMol
dog6.

30wbmmo 0mgom®ol gdobool d9(939@o3 LHmOg segdbsbodg
95390Mb90l BEGHsGHYMYOOL FoLMdM0Z FaMbZEILMObsS 83530069~
0@00. MRO® d9E03, 330569d0m, 30ebgmdo ImFHowo dmbgEgdo
GH03MmMy0Ms© BHMMgE segdusb®gl s wobododgl Labgwroom
A FOH0 BEGHGHIMIOL 9935380600 Gds, o0 0TOFEHSE0SS.

5308 LEASGIOO (099d0: SEgdLsbmg 3539MbYEOlL Mogzol yo-
Ambobmagds Jotrx3603. BmMao: Jombbog dodsMmmeo @ob@E by
IX©MA0 50965 35¢0d, BIMIJWLsE Bo®Mx39b6s godwrogw bgwdo o-
3o6Mmx 3900l Joedghmo bo3g ©F0Ms3L, bemem dsmbgbsmo GsbEob
LobgewEl 99MbMds. GoBEHOL 396 FMmogLYdME0s BoEI0. 5079bs 3o~
WHSL §399Mmm LEBMOMS, OHMIWOL MEOLOZg FBIMIGL 35GSMS IGO0~
69005 godmbobo. 53 30033MmHBoEooL 356 dgMIbMo BgfgHowo
- BAXIAEQY, §ob — AKOY) BL@Eo sbewos arolodsdql bobgeroo dmd-
(oo mgmmb 08 dmby@gdols, MHMIgEms gdolosl sHocmBdmgds Jo-
5o 30BsbEGH0Mbo d3. §. 195 ferol 99damad bsbgddo. LmMgo dobo-
BBombdo dmFMow ImbgEHdHgs IEBOOo 53539 Jogrsdol gddengds,
Lo, MHMICOL B0 89939905 MO0 EJBobom. s©0bodbmwo
39699900l A5m35¢obfiobgdom, 530U LEGHsGHIMO d3. §. 195 ferols 990-
©p™do 39MHomom, d3. §). II bym3mbols 80-0560 {ergdom MsMO®©gds.
5308 BEOGHIMOL o600 2 (3500000 A560LIBOZMGdS. TmbgBs Ms30L0
dbs3H30ME0, LAHOWOLE™MMO S (JJb039M0 M30l909d00 SOROOM
Bo0M)356(100905 3BIMBHMEHOU.
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9693900l 50dMmBGBsMS GHM3MYM3305 959(BH30EJOL To0) SYOEM-
0603, 3MbNO [oMmBMIMdL — 50dMBgbowos Jowsd GHO930Hmbdo
(1865 §.), ®m39geroi d39o 3mbgmols Lsbegmgddo dgom®s @
bmboll ®sombols bmg. 306Bbsdo (1946 §).), 0vmdgs bbgs fgsOmgdom
3bgmo Labgeols 3Jmby 3mebgmol 39539 56 ILEHMOIOS.

5306 BBOGHYML FMBEI3L 5POEMIM0Z I FHOO MO ML 0bsdsdg-
00l 9o LMoo, 5egduabEMgl s Wolindsdql GHodol LEs@GHgMgdol
35600 065053900 (olindsagdql 3ol Es@gMgdols JoOmmeo do-
6505d900. 39d@0: 5M565EIMSXOLEHMMO 1530L FodMmbobvIegds o6~
X3603. 330l L sHwo 35MHEbbo™ds bdoGms d993wo0s Bodg-
0oL 25dmbobregdom. BMGYo: BobEGHBY Ix M0 s5m9gbsls bgdo@meo
309mbobMgds JoM3bbog/dsrx3b03. bgemdo bo3g MFocogls. §39dmon
L5FNO0MS. 5€gJLIBPMGL BH030L LBHSEIMIOOL JoONMEo J0bsdsd9gdO.
3990¢00: 50565@IM5oLEHMOO0 Mo30L QoTMBsbmengds oty 3603. -
620: bsMolbmsg30560 96 3gddobmsgosbo bozgl bdgds@EmMo godmlioby-
905 30MI306). OMMS 49653 Md5d0 0bsd3OOL godmbobyg-
0560 96396 Mbgdgds, Lggdgdow 0J3g3s s Jo0sb Lo gds
6020b590L. woliodsgdgl G030l LEs@gMgdol JosOmwewo dobsdsdgdo
50dmB9gbo0s b3y 396250 smsm0MqdIen dmby@gdmsb 9Hmow o
31939 39MRA90 IMMH0MYOME BodsMbgddo, Mol boxdz9w B3 domo
990b0s 153565 Ydgos d3. §. II bymzmbols 80-0sb0 Hergdol 990-
™30 39MH0MEOEIB, 30006 3. §. I Lowy3Mmbol 35651369 Bgmmby-
©599. 5egdLabMg 353900Mbgerol FHodol LEs@gMgdol Js@mwmwo
90b6505d900L 93oLooL JOMbMEMYOMEGO O35DMbO Fobolisbwg®mgds
ag. §. I-ob. §. I bomzmbggdom. Mo mdds mbgs, gl gbgds Fbmerm ©s
FbmmE ©JIE] dnefgnw Gowgdl.

5b53wgm LodoOM3zgermdo sedmBgboro dz. §f. IV-III bow3mbgg-
0oL MEbMMOO MmdOH™ML BMwo

5e0gqdLobe9 85390MbgEols Lobgwroom dmFG oo dmbg@gdo

5) 5egdlsbMg 853900MbgEols LEbg0c INFHOEO bGSEHIMHJdO:

1. 5qrgdbobtg 3539Mbgeol Lobgwom dmFHowo mddml dm-
693900 508mBgboos 13s6gmMTo (LBZsILBZS sEYOEISL) — 367 Fowo
(850 1353w glmds 256d90d0 0ym ™Mogzdmyowo), M9gggdo (bwyy-
©O©OL Gv0Mmbo) — 2, 35680 — 2, momm-momm (35¢00 — 8033656030,
wab@BH9bdo, Foe3bsbsgsbg3d0 (Hyse@H«dml Gsombo), amwwemogdols
6500630, Fom®sdo (mbol ®sombo). 89930 — 4MmdgEmd0sbo smgbsls
05308 59mbobgds 300M0bmer M HoMsEdo docyxgbog. I/ bo-

50bY DMYX IO 5353600 24390005 godmbobyyemo. sliggg Bmaxg®,
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Joedgeoml ygandg 8dogzgdo ©939m0s s YMgdbHg Logmeg 33000.
Dm0 —3Mdge Jo@mbdo b330 ZOHMMLIBO bo3gl odmbsbmemgds
090 GHoboom Jotzbbog. Js0rx 3965 bgendo s 43063060 MFoMagl,
356 3bgbsd0 — LEBHOWOs. OGN (35¢gdDg oL 356 FMMO3LYdV)-
w05 39MAbMo bghgowo: AAEEANAPOY. 9my3056m 35¢0gdHy
390mbobgdols Hob — BAZXIAEQZY, ¢356 — AAEEANAPOY. go6qo
530by, dmbgBHol sM9Bg 99Mm33900s bbgoalbgs ImbmaMsdgdo o
LoddMMYd0, MMIGEms F9d39Mmd00 bgHbgds Bo®sxzbsbydol s-

©p9bo.

0) 5¢9JLsbMg s39MbYEOl Lobgwom dmFMowo 39MEbEOL
9dmb93gd0 (Lbgsalibgs bmdobsegdo):

2. L3 gM LOFoMMZIW ML FHIOOGHMM05DY s0IMBIBoEO segd-
LB 95390MbgEol 39MEbEol 8mbgEgdosb ghmo Mogdss
90003 HYIAHO9MJds. 50dmBgbsms BHM3MYMTB0s SLYM0S: Y3060-
sl 30QsdMId0 O JYmoolo. FMBWO — sboasBMms 39GMmo3egl
05300 99mbobmgds wmdob GHyYsgdo Bocmx3b03. oL segdLoboMy
95390Mb90l Lobob 653300900 543L. BMOYo — BHobGbg Ixmdo Bbyg-
3LobL 99mbobgds otbbog. ol Bobrx3z96s bganbyg sGfozo MHo.
3990bsbYgdol 9356 dMmegLgdIEos ¥9MAbIo  BgfgMowo:
AAEEANAPOY. dmbg@ol s69Bg Lbgoolibgs dmbmasdqdo s bod-
dMEM9dO.

05390mbools 3930l oeodq III-ob (dg. §. 323-316 §f.) LAHsGgMgdO:

3. sLBZWgm LodsMIMNZg™l BHIMOGHMM05DY Bowody -0l mMo
3mbg@os Bs3mzb0, gBmo d98mbggz0m, 539dgesd0 ()M oxndol Moo-
b0), D030L 653065L, s JgMmGg — 35600, 569N MY oPbEGOOL
©OML. 35390Mbool 39839 B00dg III-0b MMMl dmbyds 33w gws©
099690 5¢9JLsbGMg 85390MbYOL bBoEHIMOU BHO3L, oblibzoggdss
dbmEmE g9bsdo: CIAIIIIOY.

ob0dodgb (65305-0539Mbools dgx3g — d3. §). 306-282 (f.) Lobg-
0o I FOH00 BESGHIMJO0 S 390 bl ImbgEgdo (obobo ghm@o-
3099600):

4. ©5L53w g BodoM39wML FHYOOGHMM05DY olodoggl Lobgeom
A FMHoo 993b0 bAHIEIM0Ss b53Mm3b0. 5J9sb Mo ImbyEs dozzerg)-
05 1356gmMTo, MOO — 35630, POMM-MoNM — g3Ls (Lybszol Msombo)
5 29moxddo. 3963bEol mMo IMbyEBH0Ib ghmo sedmbBgbowos
39600 5 gOH»0E 353005 LMb (500 F9EOMPS 350l Mmerddo,
50515950 09O J90L BIMRWGdT0s). FMdO — o) 3603 0O
5¢0gduobtg  353900Mbgeol  ®og0l  4edMLsbMgds  ©05©YIsJo.
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Dm0 — doOEbbog d0doMmmwo GHobGHDY Ixmdo smgbs oeoo,
OMIglsg 956x396s godwroe bgerdo Joermdgdmo 603g mFocogl,
begom do®Ebgbsmo FdLs o Fod gyMHbmds. odmbisbwyegdols 356
09 dbmo Bgfg®owo — BAYXIAEQY, Hob — AIXIMAXOY. dmbg@ol
DM bY 0535390000 LOFdMMMIDO S FMbMYM5TGd0s FMMO3LY-
00 0dol Jobg30m, M) HMIG HBIMIRHIBST0s IMFOHOWO glis 014y
ol 35¢vo.

396(3%0353900bob bGs@gMgdo (d3. §f. IV Lomzmbol 356513690 dg-
MmmbyEO):

5. 3563035390mb0L  LEo3gmgd0, osbemgdom 30-32 (39¢00,
50dmBbs B3s6gmTo gsbdols Lobom, bmwm ghmo — bsdgaMgermls
090mbdo. dmdwo — s63bbog dodsmmmeo (j390mbsbo Lo@Gool
0530L 359mbobgds LryBml a306M306d0. DmMao — dsmbbog do-
356070 @MmIobm30560 gHoRMbOL godmliobrmengds, dob Jgzgdmo
3MMHob 093m930. 09MHIbMo Bgofigowo: ITAN — 450dmEgdl Jo-
osdol babgeml.

LoM53B0, 3096M™b II-0b (d3. §. 275/4-216 (f).) bobg3z5mOLEHGgGO:

6. 9U MO ML IMbgES 50IMPBLS 35630 5O JgMEMAOMOHO FobMgdOL
Q@OML. gl 5OOL 9OMSIMMO FgdNb3935 FmMgMEo BLozowrool dmby-
3900 50dmBgbols Lodo®mzgemdo. 9930 — Bs®Ebbog dodsGrmnwmwo
396L9gx5MmbgL 1530L FodMbIBLGds. DMOAO — FoMx 3603 JodsGrNWo
3995M% 39000 JomdgMmo Bozg mOEbgbosd 9w bHg. dgMdbMwo wg-
2965 3096mbob Labgwom.

5e09JLobMGL S EOLTsdgl 030 LESEHIMGdOL JoGrneo dobs-
053900 5x83bsBYN0I6

1860 fgl 29360l d0sdmgddo s0dmBbEs 5¢gdlobtg GHodol
LGHOGHIMIOOL MO JoMreo Jobsdsdo.

1928 9l bembdol HoombTo 653m3b0s 5egdlsb®mgls Bodol bis-
396900 JoOHMo 9wgdE®w9dol dobsdsdo.

B 0. 09600999, 3. 099160+, 5. dMF0BZ00, 5. MHOISBZ00, . 153537, b. BoB0o, 5. BoJmdIZs,
9. 930050560, b. ba®Jowsdg. segdlsbmgl s wolindsggl GHo3ol LEs@gMIdOL JoOmmewo
006505d900. Jo®mwo 6/80BBo@03ol 0bawolvy®-Josmmmmo mbwsob-3s@swmyo. 2013-
2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public/home/ge; ®. ©bws, 3. ©MbMS. JoGOHMwo
64990%5EH030L Zo@owmyo. I Bsfowo. 899aqbargdo: s. dmdodzowo, o. Msd¥Ys30¢0, .
053599, b. 30x09s, 5. BogMmd3s, 9. 93005¢0560. 0d. 2013, 3. 79-102; T. Dundua, G. Dundua.
Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Second edition. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili,
L. Tavadze, Natia Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani, M. Kardava. Athens. 2021, 33. 66-83.

4 C. M. ITam6a. MonerHoe obpamwenue Ha reppuropuu A6xasuu (V B. go . 3.-XIII B. 1. 3.). T6.
1987, 3. 30.
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@ob0dsgdglb G030l LEHSGHIMJOOL Joemmeo dobsdsdo badmgzbos
1909-1911 §e0gdd0 §999e0sl0sb6."

@ob0dsdglb G030l LEHSGHIMJOOL Jommmeo dobsdsdo bsdmgzbos
1956 {90l sbsgrobmgeol 30¢d9m@bgmdsdo (wermol Msombo). '

53bsBgmol IMbgmddo 0bsbgds olbodsdgl GHodol LEo@GHgMgdols
60 Jomowo dobsdsdo. gemo s0dmBgbowos BMmdsbm3ol -
Lobrgdsdo (sboeo s0vMbo), bemgnem dgmeg — 1911 {garl beggar §9d9-

@w©sd0."7

15 C. M. ITam6Ga. MorerHOe o6pamenue Ha Teppuropun A6xasuu (V B. go . 3.-XIII B. 1. 3.). T6.
1987, 93. 30.
16 C. M. [llam6a. MonerHOe o6paueHye Ha Teppuropun AGxasuu (V B. mo H. 5.-XIII B. 1. 5.). TG.
1987, a3. 30.
17.C. M. llamGa. MonerHoe o6pamenue ua reppuropuu A6xasuu (V B. go H. 3.-XI1I B. 1. 3.). T6.
1987, a3. 30.
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L5dMbgE ™ d0dmg3939 3Mmebgmdo
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Map of Georgia showing Abkhazia and Tskhinvali Region
(occupied territories)

Abkhazians in Georgia:
Short History

In the remote past, to the south of the Great Caucasian Range and east
of the Black Sea, rural clans fought each other for land and mines, making
alliances and early states. Two cultures equipped first with bronze and
then with iron were established in the valleys of the rivers Rioni (Phasis),
Chorokhi (Aphsaros), and Mtkvari (Cyros/Kura). Roughly, the borders of
Colchis included the city of Pitius (Bichvinta, Pitsunda) in the North-
west, Sarapanis (Shorapani) in the East, near the Likhi mountains, which
divides Georgia into West and East, and the mouth of the river Chorokhi
in the South, near Batumi, Georgia’s main port. Another name for Col-
chis is Egrisi, derived from the tribal name Margali/Megreli/Mingrelian.
The Mingrelian language, very close to the Georgian, is still spoken in
West Georgia as a family one, like that of West Georgian highlanders,
the Svani. The next country had two rivers, Chorokhi, now mostly in
Turkey, and Mtkvari within its borders. Local folk called it Kartli, and the
Greeks — Iberia. The latter term contributes to Ivirk, Vrastan — Armenian
terms; also, to Varkan, Gurgan, Gurgistan — Persian terms, which in turn
contributes to Georgia and Gruziya.

Thus, Kartli, while comprising the Mtkvari and Chorokhi valleys, was
labeled as Iberia, or Vrastan, or Varkan, or Gurgan by foreigners. Grad-
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ually, Colchis/Egrisi and Kartli/Iberia became more and more integrated,
and Georgian, the language spoken in Kartli, spread to the eastern Black
Sea coast, putting the Mingrelian and Svani languages in the position of a
family language. From that point on, this new country was called Sakart-
velo, a term derived from Kartli, and also Iberia, Gurgistan, Gruziya and
Georgia.'

Still, there was another language in West Georgia which was also con-
verted into a family language — Abkhazian. The Autonomous Republic
of Abkhazia (Georgia) has Sokhumi as its capital. Sokhumi is the Turkish
version of the Georgian name Tskhumi, while the Greeks and Italians
called the city Dioscurias and Sebastopolis. People living in its neighbour-
hood in the Classical and Hellenistic periods were the Colas and the Co-
raxae, obviously Colchian clans. Their names are substituted by that of the
Colchians themselves. The first mention of the Aphsils, obvious ancestors
of the Abkhazians, near Sebastopolis/Tskhumi, dates back to the 70s of
the 1* c. A.D. Soon, their relatives, the Abasks, appear. These two names
sometimes disappear in favor of “Lazi,” the name of Mingrelian-speaking
people descended from the southern mountains to mingle with the Col-
chians, thus changing the name of the country into Lazica. In the North-
west part of Lazica under the local feudal lords, they again call themselves
Aphsils and Abasks, when unified with the rest of the country — Lazi. That
means that from the 2™ c. A.D., the Mingrelian language was a social one
throughout Lazica, while the Abkhazian language was put in the position
of a family language spoken near Sebastopolis/Tskhumi. Indeed, the spe-
cial Mingrelian term for that part of Lazica was “apkha,” i.e. periphery.
The periphery of what? That of Mingrelian, i.e. West Georgian, culture.
Gradually, Aphsils and Abasks under the local princes also started to call
themselves Abkhazians. When in the 8" c., apparently through marriage,
their prince found himself residing in the central city of Kutaisi, Lazica/
Egrisi received one more name — Apkhazeti. With the Georgian language
becoming dominant on the East Black Sea coast, the Mingrelian, Svani
and Abkhazian languages found themselves in the position of a family
language.?

West and East unified was called Sakartvelo/Georgia. And the title of
the kings from the Bagrationi ruling dynasty was as follows: “King of the

! T. Dundua. History of Georgia. Tb. 2017, pp. 5-22.

2T. Dundua. Christianity and Mithraism. The Georgian Story. Tb. 1999, p. 6; T. Dundua,
A. Chikobava. Pacorus, the Lazi King, Who Was Overlord of Colchis/Western Georga. Tb. 2013,
pp. 9-16; T. Dundua. Georgia within the European Integration. Tb. 2016, pp. 81-88.
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Abkhazians (i.e. West Georgia), Kartvelians (East and South Georgia), Ra-
nians and Kakhetians (extreme east of the East Georgia)”.?

The decline of Georgia towards the end of the 16™ c. enabled the Ot-
tomans to increase their territory, seeing them taking control of the cities
on the East Black Sea coast. Georgian frontier defenses were down. Find-
ing so little opposition, many tribes settled in the districts they had pen-
etrated, a new wave of the Abkhazian speaking clans among them. They
made their way from the mountains first to the region of nowadays Sochi
(Russian Federation), and then down the coast towards Bichvinta (Pitius,
Pitsunda). Those rough highlanders forced part of the local agricultural
folk to flee to the central regions. Thus, rural and urban sites suffered
much and the links with the rest of the country were badly damaged. The
Ottoman overlords also encouraged the slave trade, completely changing
the economic visage of the Northwest of West Georgia for centuries be-
fore the Russians’ advance against the Ottomans in the 19* c.*

The Russian Empire annexed East Georgia, the kingdom of Kart-
li-Kakheti, in 1801. This paved the way for Russian expansion into West
Georgia. In 1810 Abkhazian prince Giorgi (Safar Beg) Shervashidze swore
allegiance to the Russian Emperor and in 1864 Russian governance was
established in the territory. Sokhumi military district was founded.> Al-
though the process of separating Abkhazia from Georgia was actively sup-
ported by the Russian authorities, still Abkhazia was a natural and integral
part of Georgia. Perhaps it was for this reason that the Sokhumi district
was soon included in the Kutaisi governorate. Despite the negative effects
of the Russian imperial policy, in 1918, the year when the Democratic
Republic of Georgia was founded, Abkhazia was a part of Georgia.®

On June 11, 1918 an agreement was signed between the people’s coun-
cil of Abkhazia and the leadership of the Democratic Republic of Georgia,
where Abkhazia as a part of Georgia gained autonomy. After the end of

®T. Dundua. Review of Georgian Coins with Byzantine Iconography. Quaderni Ticinesi di
Numismatica e Antichita Classiche. Lugano. 2000. Vol. XXIX, pp. 389-393; T. Dundua, G. Dundua,
A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze.
Georgian-Byzantine coins. Online English-Georgian Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. 2013-
2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public/home/en.

*T. Dundua. North and South (towards the Question of the NATO enlargement). Tb. 2001, pp.
41-42; T. Dundua and Others. The Black Sea — Zone of the Contacts. Tb. 2001, pp. 9-10, 15-16;
T. Dundua and Others. The Black Sea. A History of Interaction. Teaching Pack. The Council of
Europe. Oslo. 2004, pp. 46, 105.

> M. Lordkipanidze. The Abkhazians and Abkhazia (Georg., Russ. and Engl. texts). Tb. 1990
http://www.amsi.ge/istoria/div/m.lordkiPaniZe_afx.html#90.

¢ M. Lordkipanidze. The Abkhazians and Abkhazia (Georg., Russ. and Engl. texts). Tb. 1990
http://www.amsi.ge/istoria/div/m.lordkiPaniZe_afx.html#90 .
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Georgia’s short independence in 1921, Abkhazia remained within Soviet
Socialist Republic of Georgia under a special union agreement, as a trea-
ty republic having a certain type of autonomy within Georgia. In 1931
Abkhazia officially became the Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic
(ASSR) of Georgia. This remained unchanged until the end of the Soviet
Union. According to the 1989 Soviet census, the total population on the
territory of the ASSR of Abkhazia was 525 061, of which 239 872 were
ethnic Georgians (45,7% of the population), while 93 267 were Abkha-
zians (17,8%).” Abkhazia enjoyed cultural and scientific benefits as part of
Georgia during the Soviet era. The Abkhazian language was taught at the
schools, and university. Since 1993 the Autonomous Republic of Abkha-
zia has been occupied by the Russian Federation.?

Narrative above is a summary of complex research. Still, one more
method, numismatic one, can be used in this case. If the coin findings in
Abkhazia are, according to content, identical to the coin findings in the rest
of West Georgia, the following conclusion can be drawn: historically, at dif-
ferent times, coins of one group were in circulation in both parts; physical
environment of West Georgia always had corresponding unique economic
system labelled as Colchis, Lazica, Egrisi-Aphkhazeti, stretching from Bi-
chvinta/Pitius eastwards towards Shorapani/Sarapanis and southwards to-
wards Gonio/Aphsaros. On the verge of the 10*-11" cc. new economic sys-
tem, Georgia, appeared, which temporarily disintegrated in the second half
of the 13® c. If 13*-18" cc. numismatic data found in Abkhazia, according
to content, are identical to 13™-18" cc. numismatic data found in the rest
of West Georgia, the following conclusion can be drawn: in the 13*-18®
cc. West Georgia was unique economic system stretching from Bichvinta
eastwards towards Shorapani and southwards towards Gonio.

Coin Circulation in Colchis/West Georgia
in the 6*-4™ Centuries B.C.

“Colchian tetri” is a name of a coin group. Initially, the name “Col-
chian tetri” was attributed to the II type hemidrachms (the same triobol.
Obv. Archaic female head to the right/left within the linear circle or in

7'S. Markedonov. Abkhazia: Historical Context. in Abkhazia Between Past and Future. Prague.
2013, p. 18.

8 For the full-length narrative about Abkhazians v. 3. Ilamackupu. A6xasus: ucropus 6e3
danscuduranum. 2e usg. T6. 2010.
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border of the dots; Rev. Bull’s head to the right within the linear circle).
They are abundantly represented in West Georgia and are without doubt
of the Colchian origin.

Three samples of the so-called tetradrachm (Obv. Exceptionally de-
picted lion’s head to the left/right; Rev. Winged Pegasus to the right in
quadratum incusum) are known but we know nothing about the place
they were found in. One coin was published in 1907 and mistakenly as-
sociated with the island Lesbos. Nowadays this piece is held at the Hague
Museum.

The identical coin held in the Museum of Georgia was published by
the Georgian professor D. Kapanadze, whereas the third one in the British
Museum — by the British kartvelologist D. M. Lang.

Lion’s head depicted on the obverse of the so-called tetradrachm is
stylistically identical to the one depicted on the obverse of the I type
didrachm (Obv. Lying hermaphrodite lion to the right/left with a head
turned back; Rev. Kneeling female figure with a bull’s head to the right/
left in quadratum incusum). 5 out of 9 pieces of the I type didrachm were
found in West Georgia, 3 of which — in Colchian coin hoards of Poti and
Akhalsopeli (Zugdidi District). The majority of the coins found in these
hoards represent the II type hemidrachm. The genesis of the latter is un-
doubtedly Colchian. The topography of findings (West Georgia) of the I
type didrachm indicates exactly to its Colchian provenance.

The lion’s head depicted on the obverse of the so-called tetradrachm is
stylistically identical to the iconography of the I type hemidrachm (Obv.
Lion’s head to the right/left, showing teeth; Rev. Lioness’ protome to the
right in quadratum incusum) and the so-called drachm (Obv. Lion’s head
facing; Rev. Bull’s head to the right in quadratum incusum). Four pieces
of the I type hemidrachm are found in West Georgia along with other
Colchian coins, which again attests to their Colchian origin. The so-called
unidentified drachm held in the Kutaisi Museum was most probably
found somewhere in West Georgia. Otherwise this unique piece could
not get into a local museum.

The iconography of the reverse of the I type didrachm is typologically
identical with the heads of bull depicted on the reverses of the so-called
drachm, the III type didrachm (Obv. Archaic female head to the right
within the linear circle; Rev. Two bull’s heads, facing each other each in
quadratum incusum. The latter typologically and stylistically is identical
with the II type didrachm with the depiction of three female heads. Obv.
Archaic female head to the right within the linear circle (exactly the same
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as on the II type hemidrachm); Rev. identical heads, facing one another,
each in quadratum incusum), and the II type hemidrachm. The II type
hemidrachms are found in their thousands in West Georgia (ancient Col-
chis), both in the seabord as well as inner regions. The part of the II type
didrachms as well as the III type didrachm are found in West Georgia.

Initially, the name “Colchian tetri” was given to the II type hemid-
rachm. The topography of findings and both, typological and stylistic
analysis of the so-called tetradrachm and other above-mentioned types
give us every reason to place them into the Colchian tetri group.

The protome of a winged pegasus depicted on the reverse of the so-
called tetradrachm might seem to be without analogy, however, semanti-
cally it is still associated with this very group.

Within the Colchian tetri coin group eight types can be distinguished.
The question of the local genesis of all the types should be answered in
the following manner:

1) II type hemidrachm (Obv. Archaic female head; Rev. bull’s head)
was issued in Colchis. The topography of findings attests to this fact — they
were found in their thousands in West Georgia, whereas beyond the ter-
ritory only several dozens.

2) 11T type didrachm (Obv. Archaic female head; Rev. bull heads each
in quadratum incusum) is a typological prototype of those coins with fe-
male and bull heads, whereas hemidrachm is a much simpler variant with
only a bull head. Archaic style of both types links them to each other and
makes it the product of the Hellenic political organization of the Colchian
economic-geographical region.

3) II type didrachm (Obv. Archaic female head; Rev. identical heads
in two quadratum incusum) resembles the previous type. Reverses might
seem different, however below we will stress a typological synthesis of
a female figure with a bull on the reverse of the I type didrachm. This
means these two figures are synonymous categories. The typology of ar-
chaic female head and the topography of findings again draw our atten-
tion to the Hellenic poleis of Colchis.

4) Hemitetartemorion from Pichvnari (Obv. Archaic female head;
Rev. crane) is in thematic harmony with other nominals, and here is that
is why:

a) II type didrachm shows triomorphic Hecate (see below).

b) III type didrachm shows triomorphic and zoomorphic Hecate.

¢) II type hemidrachm’s typology is also identical.

Thereby everywhere is the moon attribute.
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As to the typology of hemitetartemorion, very symptomatic is a long-
feet bird’s and lotus’ Cypriotic (depicted on ceramics) synthesis; the latter
is the attribute of the goddess of fertility, whereas the crane was its syn-
onym. The goddess of fertility in Colchis was at the same time the goddess
Hecate.

5) The iconography of this functional synthesis is represented on the
reverse of the I type didrachm:

a) naked female figure is associated with the cult of fertility;

b) bull’s head is an attribute of the moon;

¢) 0 Meic cult was popular in the hinterland, whereas in the seaboard
territories — 1} ‘Exé&mn cult. The variant of the bilingualized Phasis is a
hermaphrodite synthesis — here the Moon has two genders, one, as the
Greeks think about the Moon, next, the Colchian perception. The typo-
logical peculiarities, topography of findings, astral thematics (Obv. lion
as a symbol of Apollo/Helios; the latter’s hermaphroditization is another
aspect of Apollo’s merge with the local female Sun. The lion is indeed a
hermaphrodite — with the mane and the tits. These two gender catego-
ries are iconographically realistically depicted on, for example, the I type
Colchian hemidrachm or the Milesian numismatics) link this type to the
above-mentioned material.

6) The so-called Colchian drachm (without the indication of the place
of discovery) (Obv. Lion’s head facing; Rev. bull’s head) held in the Kutai-
si Museum is typologically and thematically linked to the very didrachm.

7) The same can be said about the I type hemidrachm (Obv. Lion’s
head; Rev. lioness’ protome), where the sun’s hermaphrodite perception
is depicted. The topography of findings attributes this piece to the Col-
chian genesis.

8) We do not know about the places where the tetradrachms were
found. However, the typological parallels with the I type hemidrachm are
quite evident; the theme is traditional: Apollo-lion-Sun/Pegasus-Moon.

The lion depicted on the so-called tetradrachms, I type didrachms and
the I type hemidrachms is analogous with Milesian numismatics. Lion
is Miletus’ state emblem and is depicted on local coins. The depiction of
lion is very characteristic to the Greek numismatics and in different geo-
graphical location it has various functions. But in Milesian numismatics,
as scholars unanimously agree, lion’s figure is linked to the Apollo’s cult.
Moreover, the coins from Miletus’ colonies too depict lion’s figure (for
example, coins from Panticapaeum). The same can be said about the I type
Colchian didrachm. The lion depicted on the latter repeats in every detail
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the lion on Milesian numismatics. Identical are the lion heads on the so-
called Colchian tetradrachm and the I type hemidrachm. Despite the fact
that the lion facing depicted on the so-called drachm is without analogy,
iconographically it is associated with the Colchian tetri group.

It is well known that Miletus’ main deity was Apollo (many-faceted
deity, but for the moment we are more interested in the fact that he was a
protector of the roads, merchants and sailors). Also quite well known fact
is that the colony was linked to its metropolis primarily through a reli-
gious cult; the same deity was worshipped in both colony and metropoly.

In 1899 near the Kuban river in Zubovka village a silver cup with the
following inscription was found: “I belong to Apollo-Hegemon, which is
in Phasis”. The inscription dates to the 5* c. B.C., or the beginning of the
4™ one. All the scholars unanimously agree that the cup was dedicated to
the Apollo’s temple which presumably existed in Phasis. Therefore, in
Phasis, as in all other colonies, the Milesians introduced Apollo’s cult. It
should also be emphasized that it was Apollo-Hegemon’s temple meaning
it was the colonists’ deity.

The lion depicted on the Colchian tetri is associated with both Apol-
lo’s cult and the main deity of the Georgian pantheon — Sun. Colchian
tetri belongs to a synthesized category.

The above arguments give us every reason to suppose that the Col-
chian tetri with the depiction of lion belongs to the mint of Phasis.

As to the so-called tetradrachms, despite some difficulties with their
attribution, as we noted before, the lion depicted on the obverse is ty-
pologically and stylistically identical especially with a lying lion of the
didrachm from the Colchian numismatics. However, the protome of a
winged Pegasus depicted on the reverse is without any analogy. By the
connection of the II type didrachm, III type didrachm, reverse of the so-
called drachm and the depiction of the II type hemidrachm with the Hec-
ate cult it is possible to explain the meaning of the Pegasus depicted on the
reverse of the so-called tetradrachm. Still, this type does not belong to the
overall typology of the Colchian tetri.

What does the most widespread iconography (female and bull heads)
of the Colchian tetri mean? To answer the question, it is important to
define the figure depicted on the I type didrachm. Although it is a very
difficult problem to solve, still some hypotheses can be proposed.

The resemblance between a bull’s head depicted on an ordinary type
of hemidrachm and the kneeling female’s bull head had already been
noticed by some scholars. This allows us to associate them iconographi-
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cally. Considering the above-mentioned, prominent Russian scholar A.
Zograff posed an important question: is the typological changeness of
Colchian tetri the result of a gradually changing perception about the
deity? This is an important observation. Indeed, it is possible that this
depiction differentiation in the 5* c. B.C. initially gave us the II type
didrachm, then — III type didrachm. It is worth noting that this chan-
geness of archaic female and bull heads on the reverses of the II type
didrachm and III type didrachm is not accidental. Moreover, it means
they are equivalent. Then comes the II type hemidrachm with archaic
female and bull heads.

Bull usually is associated with the Moon deity. In Antique mythology a
three-headed deity (three-headed deity depicted on the II type didrachm)
which also plays the role of the Moon deity is Hecate, ancient Oriental
cult adopted in Greece. Exactly this deity’s three heads are depicted on
the II type didrachm. Thereby a link among several types of coins of Col-
chian tetri is established.

Considering all the above-mentioned, Georgian scholars D. Kapanadze
and I. Shengelia identified three heads depicted on the II type didrachm as
a three-headed Hecate and linked it to three phases of the Moon.

Thus, the existence of the Hecate cult was a real fact. Moreover, if it is
possible to draw typological connections between the Hecate cult and the
Colchian tetri, then it is easy to explain the meaning of a Pegasus (which
does not fit into the overall type of the Colchian tetri) depicted on the re-
verse of the so-called tetradrachm. Among other many functions, Hecate
was also a protector deity of horse-raising. A tentative hypothesis can be
proposed: this is another reflection of the Hecate cult.

Also noteworthy is the fact that one of the main figures of the Georgian
pagan pantheon was the Moon deity (according to the Georgian scholar
Iv. Javakhishvili, the Moon played the role of the main deity in the beliefs
of the ancient Georgian tribes). Hecate unified in herself functions of the
Moon deity too. Moreover, according to various historical researches, the
Hecate cult was also quite popular in Miletus.

It is possible that the Greeks who came from Miletus perceived the
local Moon deity as Hecate and depicted her on the so-called Colchian
coins. If true, it is possible that these coins had city coin functions and
also facilitated exchange of goods in the Colchian hinterland. This propo-
sition is well borne out by findings of Colchian tetri in the Black Sea coast
as well as inner territories of the West Georgia. To date, we have larger
number of coins found in the inner territories.
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The dating of the so-called tetradrachms cannot be determined exact-
ly since they were not found in well-dated archaeological or monetary
complexes. Comparing with archaic coins of other centres by virtue of
the stylistic, typological and facture analysis, it is possible to date them
by the end of 6™ c. B.C. It is also possible these coins were issued after the
destruction of Miletus in 494 B.C.

The majority of the Colchian tetri is without inscription. However,
some II type hemidrachms have the Greek letters as follows: MO/ZO, ®,
A, O, E, I1, A. Although it is very difficult to decipher them, by virtue of
analogies it is possible to make a hypothesis that the letters are initials of
Greek magistrates’ names. The minting of coins is their responsibility.
The hemidrachms with the identical letters are of the same issue.

Both, stylistic and typological analysis and the topography of findings
attest to the fact that the Colchian tetri was struck by the local Greeks.
An additional argument to support the theory is as follows: there are de-
pictions of deities and their attributes on the coins, not the iconography
or legend related to a king. This is very characteristic to the Greek cities
generally.

There is no compromise over the dating of the II type hemidrachms.
Most probably, they should be dated by 5®-3" cc. B.C. since they were
found in the burials of this period. Moreover, these coins were found with
other countries’ well dated money, which again supports the above-given
date. For defining their chronology very symptomatic is: 1. no further
usage of quadratum incusum; 2. very large number of the coins belonging
to this type; 3. gradual diminution of the fineness and the weight — all the
above arguments give us every reason to date the II type hemidrachms to
the 5*-3" cc. B.C.

Imported coins of the 6®-4" cc. B.C. (struck before Alexander the
Great) found in West Georgia

Coins from Asia Minor

a) Lydian coins:

1. Found in 1990 in Sulori, near Vani, a hoard of the Colchian hemid-
rachms included two (?) Lydian silver pieces. One of them was early croe-
seid (Ar.) (Obv. Lion and bull protomes facing each other; Rev. two incuse
squares). And the other one was issued, perhaps, in the first half of the 6™
c. B.C. (Obv. Lion’s head; Rev. quadratum incusum), but the style is still
Rhodian.

b) The Cyzicene electrum staters:
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2. A hoard of Colchian money with the single Cyzicene stater of Ni-
ke-type issued in 500-460 B.C. was unearthed by chance in 1952 in Pich-
vnari village near Kobuleti on the Black Sea coast.

3. The Triton-type Cyzicene stater dated by the end of the first half of
the 5 c. B.C. was found again in Pichvnari in the burial Ne15 of the Greek
necropolis during the excavations of 1968.

4. One more Cyzicene stater struck in 460-440/30 B.C. with the effigy
of a Nymph was discovered in 1967 at the same necropolis in the burial
Ne6.

5. Discovery of the same category must be presumed also in Vani in
1895.

c¢) The Sinopean drachms:

6. The Sinopean drachm of the 6®-5" cc. B.C. (Obv. Dolphin; Rev.
quadratum incusum) was fixed in 1967 in Pichvnari at the Colchian ne-
cropolis.

7-8. The Sinopean drachm dated by the 4™ c. B.C. (the upper chrono-
logical limit of the issue is 370 B.C.) was found by chance in Ureki on sea-
shore in 1965. The synchronous drachm, or, at least, the one struck before
360 B.C. was also discovered by chance in Ureki in 1966. Here is a general
description: Obv. Head of a nymph to the left; Rev. Sea-eagle upon a dol-
phin. Legends: XINCQ and a name (in abbreviation form) of a magistrate.

9-12. Next four examples were found in the beginning of the 20* cen-
tury in the outskirts of Batumi, one of the most important Georgian ports.
All of them were issued in the first half of the 4 c. B.C.

13. A hoard weighting some 13-17 pounds was unearthed by chance
in Pichvnari in 1948. Only 158 examples became the subjects of a scien-
tific attribution. The Sinopean drachms (110 specimens) and the Colchian
hemidrachms (the rest) turn out to be the composites of this numismatic
complex. The Sinopean coins are dated by 360-320 B.C. in general.

14. Towards the end of the 19% c. the 4" c. B.C. Sinopean drachm was
found in Sokhumi.

d) Amisus’ sigloi:

15. The silver coin of Amisus struck in the 4" c¢. B.C (before Alexander
the Great) with the type of woman’s head and an owl was discovered by
chance in Kobuleti in 1966.

16. The identical specimen was found again by chance on the territory
of the Sokhumi fortress.

North Black Sea Coast coins

a) Panticapaeum:
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17. The silver piece of Panticapaeum (Obv. Dolphin’s head; Rev.
quadratum incusum) dated by 475-450 B.C. was found in the burial N°5 in
1967 at Pichvnari’s Greek necropolis.

18. Panticapaeum’s copper of 370-340 B.C. was discovered in 1926 in
Tsikhisdziri, near Kobuleti.

b) The diobol of Nymphaeum:

19. The diobol of Nymphaeum struck in the last quarter of the 5 c.
B.C. (Obv. Head of a nymph; Rev. quadratum incusum with effigy of vine)
was found in the burial Ne§ at Pichvnari’s Greek necropolis in 1968.

The Achaemenid sigloi:

20. In the above-mentioned Sulori hoard (N°1) there was also the Ach-
aemenid siglos of the 5" c. B.C. (Obv. Crowned figure, bearded, running
right, with quiver at shoulder, holding transverse spear and bow).

Athenian tetradrachms:

21. The Athenian tetradrachm of the 5®-4"* cc. B.C. was found in
Green Cape (near Batumi) environs towards the end of the 19* c.

Macedon:

22. The stater of Philip II was found in the burial of the Colchian war-
rior during the excavations of 1969 in Vani. Obv. head of Apollo to the
right; Rev. Chariot to the right and the name Q®IAIIIIIOY. Lion’s head
facing as an adjunct symbol.’

Colchian tetri from Abkhazia

A hoard of Colchian tetri was found in the vicinity of Sokhumi
in the beginning of the 20™ c. Colchian hemidrachm was found near
Sokhumi on the seashore in 1926. Archaeological expedition led by B.
Kuftin unearthed one more Colchian coin near Zemo Eshera (Sokhumi
district).

In 1953 in the vicinity of Sokhumi archaeological expedition led by
M. Trapsh found Colchian hemidrachm with one Greek letter inscribed
(burial Ne39, dated back to the 4 c. B.C.).

In 1959 near Sokhumi lighthouse citizen Daraselia found Colchian II
type hemidrachm.

® T. Dundua, G. Dundua, A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E.
Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze. Colchian money (“Colchian tetri (silver)”, Kolkhidki). Online English-
Georgian Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. 2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public/
home/en; T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part One. Compiled by
A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani. Tb. 2013, pp.
150-207; T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Second edition. Compiled
by A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani, M. Kardava.
Athens. 2021, pp. 11-65.
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In 1966 in Pharnauti village (Gulripshi district) a large hoard was
found, from which 5 coins were handed to the Sokhumi Museum.

In 1967 in Nabakevi village (Gali district) hoard of Colchian tetri con-
sisting of 430 coins was found.

A hoard of Colchian tetri consisting of 44 coins was found in Saberio
village (Gali district)."

A hoard of Colchian tetri is also known from Psirtskha (Gudauta dis-
trict). Colchian coin was found in Ochamchire."

A hoard consisting of 5 coins is kept in the Sokhumi Museum. Four
out them are Colchian coins.

There is also information that in the village of Anukhva (Gudauta dis-
trict) Colchian coin was found with a Greek letter A."2

10 C. M. ITam6a. MorerHoe o6pamenue Ha Teppuropun A6xasuu (V B. go . 3.-XIII B. 1. 3.). T6.
1987, p. 10; for recent overview of the coins from Abkhazia v. A. Tauusa, 1. Ykagya. Vicropus
IerHexxHoro obpamenus A6xasuu. Cyxymu. 2022.

1 C. M. [ITam6a. MometHOe obpamenue Ha Tepputopun Abxasuu (V B. go . 2.-XIII B. . 2.). T6.
1987, p. 11.

12.C. M. ITam6a. MonetHoe o6pawenue Ha reppuropuu A6xasuu (V B. go . 3.-XIII B. 1. 3.). T6.
1987, p. 18.
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Coin Circulation in Colchis/West Georgia
in the 4*-3 Centuries B.C.

Alexander the Great’s conquests had huge impact on every aspect of
life in the Antique world as well as on coinage. Alexander’s monetary sys-
tem became dominant everywhere. After his death, Lysimachus, one of
the Diadochi, king of Thrace and Macedon, struck coins with the depic-
tion of Alexander and they gained great international recognition. Gold
coins of Alexander and Lysimachus became so popular that both types
were issued posthumously with their names on them for two or three
centuries by different legislatures.

Colchian money (“Colchian tetri”) ceased to be struck because of mas-
sive influx of Alexander’s staters. Moreover, later they started to issue
imitations of Alexander and Lysimachus’ type staters in Colchis.

Aka stater (Obv. Diademed head of Alexander, right, wearing horn
of Ammon; Rev. Athena Pallas enthroned, left, holding Nike in an open
right hand and resting left hand on the arm of the throne. Shield on the
backside of the throne. Trident below, dolphins on both sides of trident.
The Greek inscription behind the composition -BAXIAEQY, in front —
AKOY) is exact copy of the gold coins struck with the name of Lysima-
chus by Byzantium after 195 B.C. The emblem of this city, trident with
two dolphins on the handle, is depicted on the coins struck in Byzantium.
Aka stater is dated to the times after 195 B.C., the 80s of the 2™ c. B.C.
Only two specimens are known. Stylistically, technically and artistically
the coin is no less than its prototype.

The topography of the coin findings proves their local, Colchian origin
— they are discovered in Trabzon/Trapezus (1865), on the territory once
being Colchian and in Kinchkha, Khoni district, West Georgia (1946).
Still, Colchian king with this name is unknown from the other sources.

Aka stater is followed by the series of local imitations, the Georgian
imitations to Alexander and Lysimachus’ type staters (the Georgian imi-
tations to Lysimachus’ type staters. Obv. Non-naturalistic head, right, ra-
diant hair-style sometimes ornamented with bird-effigies; Rev. Schematic
Athena enthroned, left/right, holding Nike, trident below. The Georgian
imitations to Alexander’s type staters. Obv. Non-naturalistic head, right;
Rev. Bull-headed or ram-headed schematic Nike, facing). Later, step-
by-step depictions of the imitations became rough, schematic and very
distant from the originals. The Georgian imitations to Lysimachus’ type
staters are found with other well-dated coins and also, in well-dated buri-
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als. Basing on this information, their emission is supposed to fit the period
after the 80s of the 2" c. B.C. till the last quarter of the 1* c. B.C.

Chronological length of the emission of the imitations to Alexander’s
type staters is 1% c. B.C.-1* c. A.D. Certainly, it concerns just the ones
which are preserved till today.

Imported gold coins of the 4™-3" cc. B.C. found in West Georgia

Coins struck with the name of Alexander of Macedon

a) Staters struck with the name of Alexander of Macedon:

1. Gold coins struck with the name of Alexander of Macedon are found
in Svaneti (in different places) — 367 pieces (majority of them in the hoards),
Reke (Zugdidi district) — 2, Vani -2, Pichvnari, Lentekhi, Phartskhanakane-
vi (Tskaltubo district), Gulripshi district, Chiora (Oni district) — 1 respec-
tively. Obv. Long-haired Athena wearing Corinthian helmet, right. In some
cases, coiled snake is depicted on the helmet. Also, in some cases, the god-
dess has beads on her neck and earrings on the ears; Rev. Winged Nike in
a long chiton, standing left. Crown in the right hand and stylus in the left.
The Greek inscription AAEEANAPOY behind Nike on the early samples.
Later ones have BAXIAEQY in front, and AAEEANAPOY behind. Differ-
ent monograms and symbols providing information about a mint.

b) Silver coins struck with the name of Alexander of Macedon (differ-
ent nominals):

2. From Alexander’s silver coins found on the territory of West Geor-
gia one is tetradrachm and next one is drachm. Topography of the find-
ings is as follows: Kutaisi and surroundings of Kvirila river. Obv. Heracles
in a lion’s skin, right. He has Alexander’s features; Rev. Zeus enthroned,
left. Eagle on his right hand. The Greek inscription behind the depiction
— AAEEANAPOY. Different monograms and symbols.

Gold staters of Philip IIT of Macedon (323-316 B.C.):

3. Two coins of Philip III are discovered on the territory of West Geor-
gia, one is an accidental finding in Agudzera (Gulripshi district), on the
seashore, and the other one was found in Vani, during archaeological ex-
cavations. Gold coin of Philip III of Macedon is an exact copy of Alexan-
der’s stater. The difference is just in a legend: ®IAIIIIIOY.

Staters and silver coins struck with the name of Lysimachus (they are
of the same type):

4. Six staters struck with the name of Lysimachus are found on the
territory of West Georgia. Two of them are discovered in Svaneti, two —in
Vani, one —in Eki (Senaki district) and one — in Gulripshi. One silver coin
is found in Vani and next one in Makriala (part of Batumi region earlier,
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now in Turkey). Obv. Diademed head of Alexander the Great, right; Rev.
Athena Pallas enthroned, left, holding Nike in the right open hand, rest-
ing left hand on spear and shield. The Greek inscription behind the figure
— BAYIAEQZ, in front of the figure — AIXIMAXOY. Additional symbols
and monograms on the reverse of the coin indicating mint.

Panticapaeum staters (the last quarter of the 4 c. B.C.):

5. Panticapaeum staters, about 30-32 pieces, are found in Svaneti as a
hoard and one sample — in the Mingrelia region. Obv. Head of bearded
satyr wearing ivy crown, left; Rev. Lion-headed Gryphon, left, wheat ear
below. The Greek inscription ITAN for the name of the city.

Syracuse, half stater of Hieron II (275/4-216 B.C.):

6. This gold coin was discovered in Vani during archaeological exca-
vations. Obv. Head of Persephone, left; Rev. Nike on a chariot, right. The
Greek legend for the name of Hieron."

Georgian imitations to Alexander and Lysimachus’ type staters from
Abkhazia

Two Georgian imitations to Alexander’s type staters were found near
Gagra in 1860."

In 1928 in Sokhumi district Georgian electrum imitation to Alexan-
der’s type staters was found.

Georgian imitation to Lysimachus’ type staters was found in 1909-
1911 near Tsebelda.”

Georgian imitation to Lysimachus’ type staters was found in 1956 in
Akhalisopeli (Gudauta district).'

Two Georgian imitations to Lysimachus’ type staters are kept in
Sokhumi Museum. One was found near Chobanduki settlememt (Akhali
Athoni), another —in 1911 in Tsebelda.!”

3 T. Dundua, G. Dundua, A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava,
E. Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze. Georgian imitations to Alexander and Lysimachus’ type staters.
Online English-Georgian Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. 2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.
tsu.ge/public/home/en; T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part One.
Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani.
Tb. 2013, pp. 208-227; T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Second edition.
Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani,
M. Kardava. Athens. 2021, pp. 66-83.

1 C. M. Illam6a. MoHerHOe o6pauenue Ha Teppuropun A6xasuu (V B. 1o . 3.-XIII B. u. 2.). T6.
1987, p. 30.

5 C. M. ITam6a. MonerHoe o6pawenue Ha reppuropuu A6xasuu (V B. go . 3.-XIII B. 1. 3.). T6.
1987, p. 30.

16 C. M. IllamGa. MonerHOe o6pamenue Ha Teppuropun AGxasuu (V B. mo H. 3.-XIII B. H. 2.). T6.
1987, p. 30.

17 C. M. Illam6a. MorerHOe o6pauenue Ha Teppuropun A6xasuu (V B. no . 3.-XIII B. u. 2.). T6.
1987, p. 30.
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Coin Circulation in Colchis/West Georgia
in the 37-1¢ Centuries B.C.

To prove the existence of the Colchian kingdom in the 2™ c. B.C., very
important is the correct attribution of the small size copper, billon, and
silver coins. There are eight samples. These coins are divided into three
types.

I type. Obv. Male head to the right in the radiant crown; Rev. Bull’s
head to the right. Greek inscription above and below — BAXI... ZAYA or
ZAYM... meaning “of king Saulaces”, or “Saumakos”. The king’s name is
only partially inscribed with the last letter read either “A”, or “M”.

IT type. Obv. Male head to the right in the radiant crown; Rev. Rose.
Greek inscription above and below — BAZIAE... ZAYA or XAYM... mean-
ing “of king Saulaces”, or “Saumakos”.

IIT type. Obv. Male head facing in radiant crown; Rev. Winged thun-
derbolt with Greek inscription above and below — BAXI... ZAY...

As we see, none of the coins has a full inscription of the king’s name.
This fact generated discussions lasting for more than a century. Doubtful
is the fourth letter of the king’s name on the reverse of the coin. Some
scholars read it as “A”, and therefore, the inscription is deciphered as
BAXIAEQY ZAYA(AKOY) — “of king Saulaces®, since the latter name
appears among the names of the Colchian kings. Other scholars read the
fourth letter as “M”. According to R. Weil, the upper part of the right leg
of the “M” is clearly seen on the sample of the Berlin Museum. G. Dundua
thinks, the letter “M” should be read on the reverse of the sample found
in Vani. Thus, according to this group of scholars, the name on the coin
should be read as BAXZIAEQX YAYM(AKOY) — “of king Saumakos”, since
such a king is known in the history of the kingdom of Bosphorus. Apart
from this, there is also a whole set of historical and numismatic questions
to answer.

Those scholars, who relate these coins to the Colchian kingdom, pro-
vide as an argument Pliny’s information that Saulaces had once reigned
over Colchis. But, according to various calculations, this Saulaces had
reigned in Colchis 1200 years before the above-given coins were struck.
On the II type of these coins a rose is depicted which allows us to date
approximately the whole coin group. This type is taken from the Rhodean
numismatics. The rose-depicted coin is the exact copy of those Rhodean
coins struck in 166-88 B.C. This, in turn, allows us to date those discussed
samples by 2"-1* cc. B.C.

123



Thus, historically such a parallel can not be drawn. The next argument
provided to uphold these coins’ Colchian provenance, is that on the re-
verse of the I type coins a bull’s head is depicted. Hence — connection with
the Colchian tetri. And, the last argument is that the so-called Saulaces’
coins were sold along with Colchian coins in Sokhumi, which might seem
as an important argument in attributing to them a common place of find-
ing. Nevertheless, these arguments are not convincing. We have already
talked about the first argument. As to the second one: bull’s depiction is
quite widespread in the Greek world, and is placed on many countries and
cities’ coins. That is why its connection with the Colchian world in not
entirely justified. As to the fact of their selling together, this, of course,
does not mean they were found in one place. The most justified way to
argue for these coins’ Colchian origin is the fact that 5 samples out of 8
were found in West Georgia (near Sokhumi and in Vani).

Another part of the scholars relate the above-given coins to the king-
dom of Bosphorus. Their argument is as follows: as was mentioned above,
rose type is taken from the Rhodean money, struck in 166-88 B.C. Thus,
these coins should be dated by 2"-1¢ cc. B.C. The only historical figure at-
tested by the written sources is Saumakos. He is mentioned in the decree
set up in Chersonesus in honor of Diophantos, general of Mithridates VI
Eupator (120-63 B.C.), king of Pontus. Saumakos organized a coup d’état
in the kingdom of Bosphorus in the last decade of the 2™ c. B.C. and
reigned over it for a short period of time. Presumably, he struck these
coins during this period. In 107 B.C. he was defeated and taken prisoner
by the above-mentioned Diophantos. Considering the given facts, these
coins can be attributed to the numismatics of the kingdom of Bosphorus.
Although it is very difficult to find a counterargument to this hypothesis,
it should be said that unless the so-called Saulaces’ (Saumakos’) coin with
a full inscription is found, the question will still be hotly debated.'®

Pontic coins issued during the rule of Mithridates VI found in Western
Georgia indicate to intensive political and economic relations between
Pontus and Colchis. The coins issued locally are far more important. Mu-

8 T. Dundua, G. Dundua, A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E.
Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze. The so-called Saulaces’ coins. Online English-Georgian Catalogue of
Georgian Numismatics. 2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public’home/en; T. Dundua, G.
Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part One. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili,
L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani. Tb. 2013, pp. 243-253; T. Dundua, G. Dundua.
Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Second edition. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili,
L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani, M. Kardava. Athens. 2021, pp. 93-103.
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nicipal copper coins of Dioscurias with the inscription AIOX/KOYPIA/
AOZ (Obv. Caps of Dioscuri, surmounted by six, or eight-pointed stars;
Rev. Thyrsos of Dionysus, i.e. of Mithridates Eupator in the center, the
Greek three-line legend on both sides — AIOY/KOYPIA/AOY) are among
them. To know the time of their issue, that means to know exactly when
Pontus annexed Colchis. This story is narrated in the sources, however,
without the indication of specific date. The coins typologically are con-
nected to the municipal copper coins of Pontus — obverse type (two caps)
is taken from Amisus’ coins issued in 120-111 B.C., and reverse type (thyr-
sos) is borrowed from municipal numismatics of southern and northern
Black Sea coasts, from the coins struck in 105-90 B.C. To sum up, the coins
minted in Dioscurias should be undoubtedly dated back to the end of 2™
c. B.C. and the beginning of the 1* c. B.C. Accordingly, Mithridates VI
annexed the Black Sea eastern coast exactly in those times. The Dioscuri-
ans, subjugated to Mithridates, preserved their municipal structures and
struck their own copper money. Also, it seems, that Mithridates’ garrison
was located in Dioscurias and the official appointed by him controlled the
mint."

In 1967 during Vani archaeological excavations the hoard consisting of
119 copper coins was found under the altar of the mosaic-floored temple.
The hoard was kept in a purse. 118 of them are identical (Obv. Stylized
effigy of lotus — Isis’ decoration; Rev. Eight-pointed star (in combination
with the effigy of the Moon, it was the dynastic symbol of the Mithri-
datids). The different coin of the hoard is struck in Amisus in 111- 105
B.C., orin 105-90 B.C. (Obv. Ares’ head, right; Rev. Sword in a scabbard).
This coin dates other samples of the hoard by the 1* c. B.C. Only 126 sam-
ples of copper coins with lotus-effigy are known. The coins, supposedly,
were issued in Vani (Surion of the Antique period). The arguments we
have are as follows: the coins of Vani hoard with the effigy of lotus are
unique. The coins are not found anywhere except West Georgia. The ma-
jor part of them is found in Vani, several samples — in Eshera. One sample
from Eshera is already made of silver.

% T. Dundua, G. Dundua, A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava,
E. Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze. Municipal copper coins of Dioscurias. Online English-Georgian
Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. 2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public/home/en; T.
Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part One. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A.
Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani. Tb. 2013, pp. 254-256; T. Dundua,
G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Second edition. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A.
Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani, M. Kardava. Athens. 2021, pp.
104-106.
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Thus, it seems that we can connect the anonymous copper coins
with lotus-effigy to Vani mint. What historical explanation does this
fact have?

Mithridates subjugated Colchis in 105-90 B.C. In the beginning Col-
chis was a Pontic satrapy, but later, according to Appian, the Colchians
revolted and asked Mithridates to make his son, Mithridates Philopator
Philadelphos, their king. Mithridates Eupator satisfied their demand.
Mithridates Philopator Philadelphos became king of Colchis. This event
apparently might have happened in 85 B.C. From this point onwards Col-
chis is nominally a vassal state of Pontus. Although this status of Colchis
did not last too long. Mithridates laid the blame of treason on his son and
one year later, in 84 B.C., put him to death.

Unfortunately, the details of father and son’s collisions are not known.
Perhaps, Mithridates Philopator Philadelphos really encouraged the Col-
chians to revolt while his anepigraphic emissions showed his “loyalty” to
his father. He himself as the member of royal family should have been
well acquainted with juridical nature and typology of anonymous copper
emissions. The coins with eight-pointed star had been struck by Pontic
kings’ viceroys before Mithridates VI Eupator. That is why the reverse
of the Vani coins has a star, this is a compulsory companion of the whole
anonymous series and is interpreted in scientific literature as Pontic kings’
dynastic emblem.

However, what is the meaning of a lotus on obverse of the coins?
What should it be connected to? As it is supposed, the statue of Demeter/
Isis stood near the gate of Vani/Surion. This was a protector deity of the
city. Mithridates the Junior’s residence in Colchis could be Vani. Who or
what could he depict on the obverse of the coin if not a protector of the
city or her symbol?

This is the logical chain which gives us an opportunity to prove the
possibility of coin issue in Vani.?

Wars between Rome and Pontus in the 1* c. B.C. resulted in a defeat
of Mithridates VI, the king of Pontus. Gnaeus Pompejus, victorious com-

2 T. Dundua, G. Dundua, A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava,
E. Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze. Anonymous copper coins struck in Vani (?). Online English-
Georgian Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. 2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public/
home/en; T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part One. Compiled by
A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani. Tb. 2013, pp.
257-261; T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Second edition. Compiled
by A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani, M. Kardava.
Athens. 2021, pp. 107-111; C. M. Illam6a. O uém roBopsT MoHeTsI. Cyxymu. 1982, p. 18, Ne18.
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mander of Rome, first invaded Armenia and subdued Tigranes II (95-55
B.C.), an ally of Pontus, and later, in 65 B.C. he approached Kartli/Iberia.
Artokes, the king of Kartli, despite steady resistance, was forced to obey
to the Roman hegemony. From Iberia the Romans marched to Colchis,
where in 63 B.C. Gnaeus Pompejus appointed Aristarchus as ephemeral
ruler.

Six silver coins issued in his name (Obv. Head of beardless man, dia-
demed and crowned with the rays, right (Helios with Gnaeus Pompejus’
features); Rev. Tyche seated on a throne, wearing a tall crown, right. Ves-
sel in her left hand, right hand resting on a rudder. Greek inscription on
both sides of depiction and below — APIZTAPXOY TOY EIII KOAXIAOZL/
BI (“of Aristarchus, the viceroy of Colchis, or the ruler of Colchis, or of
Aristarchus, who is ruling over Colchis” and the date — 12, which corre-
sponds to the 12% year of his rule, i.e. 52-51 B.C.) are preserved. One of
them is found in Sokhumi.

According to the investigations of English and Russian scientists, ]J.
Jenkins and K. Golenko, Helios, the god of the Sun, with Gnaeus Pompe-
jus’ features is depicted on coin’s obverse. Indeed, according to Pliny, the
first king of Colchis was a son of the Sun and Aristarchus himself received
the power from Pompejus. Thus, in this case local tradition and political
conjuncture were mixed. This opinion is very convincing.

J. Jenkins studied well-preserved sample of the coin. He was able to
interpret the effigy on the reverse using this specimen, on which a rudder,
a necessary attribute of goddess Tyche, goddess of fortune, fate and hap-
piness, is clearly visible.

Drachm of Aristarchus the Colchian contributes much as historical
source. Indeed, some of the Roman authors refer to Aristarchus as a
king, while in the coin inscription, which has greater juridical sense,
he is mentioned as a ruler/viceroy. Thus, the legend of the coin gives
us information about the political conjuncture of the whole country.
It is clear that Colchis was not a kingdom, and formally — very much
depended on Rome.”

2 T. Dundua, G. Dundua, A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava,
E. Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze. Drachm of Aristarchus the Colchian. Online English-Georgian
Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. 2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public/home/en; T.
Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part One. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A.
Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani. Tb. 2013, pp. 262-264; T. Dundua,
G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Second edition. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A.
Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani, M. Kardava. Athens. 2021, pp.
112-114.
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The 3-1¢ cc. B.C. foreign coins from West Georgia

Sokhumi and the neighbouring territories

1. During archaeological excavations in Eshera, the 3™ c. B.C. Sinope-
an hemidrachms were found: a) Obv. Head of Nymph Sinope; Rev. Eagle
— 1 sample (identical coins were found in Pichvnari (3 samples), and Dap-
nari (1 sample); b) Obv. Head of Nymph Sinope; Rev. Prow.

2. In 1939 late 3™ c.-early 2" c. B.C. Amisus’ siglos was found on the
territory of the Sokhumi fortress.

3. On the same territory was found Roman republican denarius struck
in 171-151 B.C.

4. On the same territory was found silver piece of Panticapaeum dated
by the first half of the 2" c. B.C. (Obv. Satyr; Rev. Cornucopia placed be-
tween two caps of the Dioscuri).

5. In 1949 in Sokhumi, nearby the seaboard, the so-called “new style”
Athenian tetradrachm dated by 130-129 B.C. (Obv. Athena’s head in hel-
met to the right, copy of the work of the 5* c. B.C. Greek sculptor Phidias;
Rev. Owl sitting on an amphora, date and name of the city, magistrates
etc.) was found.

6. Roman republican denarius struck in 99-94 B.C. in the name of
Marcus Sergius Silus was found in Sokhumi.

7. In 1942 tetrachalkon of Panticapaeum struck in 100-75 B.C. (Obv.
Apollo; Rev. Scepter on a tripod) was found by chance on the territory of
the Sokhumi fortress.

8. During archaeological excavations in Eshera, tetrachalkon and di-
chalkon of the times of Mithridates VI Eupator (dated by 111-105 B.C.
or 105-90 B.C.) were discovered. One of them is struck in Amisus (Ares
— Sword).

9. Another 7 copper coins of the Pontic cities (dated by 105-90 B.C,,
Gorgon-Nike) are found on the same territory. Although the coins are
badly preserved, one of them is definitely struck in Amisus, and another,
probably, in Amastris.

10. In 1886 in Sokhumi during archaeological excavations copper coin
struck in Amisus in 105-90 B.C. was found.

11. Tetrachalkon was found in Eshera in 1971 dated by the reign of
Mithridates VI Eupator and struck in the city of Pharnacia (Tyche — Zeus).

12. In 1972 in Eshera dichalkon was found of the same date struck in
Cabira (Obv. Dionysus’ head; Rev. Thyrsos).

13. Tetrachalkon struck in Amisus in 80-70 B.C. (Zeus — Eagle) was
found in Eshera.
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14. In 1936 in the outskirts of Sokhumi Mithridates VI Eupator’s two
tetradrachms were found dated by 74 B.C.

15. In the seaboard of Sokhumi Roman republican denarius was found
dated by 87 B.C.

16. On the territory of the Sokhumi fortress Roman republican denar-
ius was found dated by 83 B.C.

17. In Eshera Roman republican denarius was found struck in Sicily
and dated by 49 B.C.

18. In the outskirts of Sokhumi Roman republican denarius was found
struck in 48 B.C.

19. Denarius of Augustus dated back to 19-16 B.C. was found in Esh-
era.

20. Denarius of Augustus dated back to 8 B.C. was found near Sokhumi.

Vani archaeological site

21. Three copper coins of the 2™-1% cc. B.C. (?)

22. The so-called “new style” Athenian coins: a) drachm struck in
146/5 B.C.; b) tetradrachm dated by 125/4 B.C.

23. Small-size silver coin, struck in Rhodes in 166-88 B.C. with the
depiction of Helios and a rose. This is the only case of finding a Rhodean
coin in Georgia.

24. Drachms of the Cappadocian kings: a) Ariarathes VI (130-116 B.C.)
— 1 sample; b) Ariarathes VII (116-101 B.C.) — 1 sample; c) Ariarathes IX
(101-87 B.C.) — 2 samples; d) Ariobarzanes I (96-63 B.C.) — 3 samples.

25. Roman republican denarii — 2 samples (one struck either in 119-
110 B.C. or in 90-80 B.C., the other — 64 B.C.); quinarius (half denarius)
— 1 sample, dated by 102 B.C.

26. Copper coins of the Pontic cities struck in Mithridates VI Eupator’s
reign:

a) Dated by 111-105 B.C. Type: Ares — Sword, 1 sample;

b) 111-105 B.C. or 105-90 B.C. — 14 samples, identical type. Amisus’
mint — 5 samples, undecipherable — 9 samples;

c) 105-90 B.C. — 1 sample. Type: Athena — Perseus, Amisus’ mint;

d) 105-90 B.C. Type: Gorgon — Nike, Amisus — 7 samples, Amastris — 3
samples, unidentified mint — 14 samples. Altogether 24 samples;

e) 90-80 B.C. — 1 sample. Type: Dionysus — Cista, Amisus;

f) 80-70 B.C. — 5 samples. Type: Zeus — Eagle, Amisus — 2 samples, un-
identified mint — 3 samples;

g) Badly preserved copper coins, but undoubtedly struck in the Pontic
cities during the reign of Mithridates VI — 9 samples.
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Thus, there are 55 samples, out of which: 47 samples — tetrachalkon, 6
samples — dichalkon, 1 — obol.

27. Mithridates VI Eupator’s tetradrachm dated by 74-3 B.C. with
grazing deer on reverse.

28. Another tetradrachm of Mithridates VI Eupator was found during
Vani archaeological excavations with Pegasus on reverse.

29. Parthian drachms: Sinatruces (77-70 B.C.) — 1 sample; Orodes II
(57-38/7 B.C.) — 1 sample.

30. Cistophorus struck in Pergamon in 50-49 B.C.

Other places of the hinterland

31. In 1914 near Zugdidi tetradrachm of the Armenian king Tigranes
IT was found by chance.

32. In the vicinity of Chiatura tetradrachm of Tigranes II struck in
Antioch in 83-69 B.C. was found.

33. Drachm of Sinatruces was found in Gudauta district.

34. In 1930 in the Ghumuri village of the Gali district three silver
coins were found by chance. According to A. Zograff, one of them, denar-
ius of Titus Carisius, was struck in 45 B.C.

35. In 1897 in the Sazodelavo village, near Senaki, the hoard of 1* c.
B.C. 23 Roman denarii was found by chance.?

2T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part One. Compiled by A.
Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani. Tb. 2013, pp.
265-267.
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Coin Circulation in Lazica/West Georgia
in the 1%-4" Centuries A.D.

As far back as in the 6" c. B.C. Themistagoras from Miletus made Pha-
sis in Colchis home for himself and his Greek colonists. Thus, the country
has been involved in the European matter.

Greek commercial superiority was substituted by the Roman hegemo-
ny over the small coastal strip of Colchis, already called Lazica in the 1* c.
A.D. And that hegemony was based upon well-manned castellum-system
from Pitius up to Aphsaros (Gonio). Lazi client-kings, dwelling in the hin-
terland, largely enjoyed Roman pax and prosperity, gaining a handsome
profit by trading with the gallant Pontic cities, like Sinope, Amisus and
Trapezus. The whole Black Sea area might be looked upon as a multicul-
tural region of which the general principles were still based on Hellenism,
but that was facilitated mostly by the Roman money and defended by the
Roman soldiers.

Soldiers and merchants brought money, rich deposits of which show
the picture as follows (fig. 1).2

The best thing to demonstrate money circulation of Lazica in the Ro-
man times is to manipulate with the numismatic data from Bichvinta/
Pitius, the celebrated coastal castellum and the city in the neighbourhood,
and with some hoards from West Georgian/Lazi hinterland.

a) Bichvinta/Pitius

The 1* century — dupondius of Augustus.

The 2" century — municipal copper of Trapezus — 25 pieces; silver
coins of Caesarea in Cappadocia — 9; both, silver and copper, Rome — 7;
Asian mint — 1; Pautalia — 1.

The 3" century — 340 pieces in all. First half of the 3™ c. — 247 pieces:
municipal copper of Trapezus — 191; silver coins of Caesarea — 31; copper
of Neocaesarea — 3; of Sinope — 1; of Amisus — 1; of Nicomedia — 1, etc. 149

3 For the numismatic data v.T. @. Jlynnya. MoneTHoe feo u MoHeTHOe obpaijerue B ['pysun
B aHTHYHYIO 310XYy. Jluccepranys Ha COMCKAaHMe YIEHON CTEIeHH JOKTOPA UCTOPHYECKHUX HAyK.
T6. 1982; T. Dundua. Influx of the Roman Coins in Georgia. Roman Coins Outside the Empire.
Ways and Phases, Contexts and Functions. Proceedings of the ESF/SCH Exploratory Workshop.
Radziwill Palace, Nieborow (Poland) 3-6. 09. 2005. Moneta 82. Wetteren. 2008, pp. 309-319;
T. Dundua, G. Dundua, A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava,
E. Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze. Municipal Copper Coins of Trapezus. Online English-Georgian
Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. 2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public/home/en; T.
Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part Two. Compiled by A. Boshishvili,
A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani. Tb. 2014, pp. 178-185.
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pieces form a hoard. Structure of the hoard is as follows: municipal copper
of Trapezus, dated by the 2"-3" centuries (L. Verus-Philip Senior) — 139;
Caesareian silver issues — didrachm of Hadrian — 4; didrachm of Com-
modus — 1; drachm of Septimius Severus — 2; drachm of Julia Domna — 1;
drachm of Geta — 1; drachm of Caracalla — 1. Date of the hoard-deposit
is 245 as terminus post quem. This hoard could emerge due to threat of
Gothic invasion from the Crimea in 252. Pitius was the place severely at-
tacked by them. Both, Pitius and Dioscurias/Sebastopolis show some 238
samples of Trapezuntine municipal issues. Second half of the 3" century
— about 100 pieces, mostly copper: struck in Rome — 70 pieces, including
also Antoniniani; Antioch — 11; Cyzicus — 6; other mints are represented
by unique samples.?*

The 4™ century — more than 500 copper pieces in all, 310 — form a
hoard. Structure of the hoard is as follows: Constantine I — 11; Helena — 4;
Constantine I (struck after his death) — 52; Constantine II — 6; Constantius
IT-102; Constans — 75; Constantius II or Constans — 60. Constantius’ issue
is the last one. Mints: Constantinople — 20; Antioch — 87; Nicomedia — 51;
Cyzicus — 31; Alexandria — 10; Siscia — 9; Thessalonica — 1; unidentified
— 101. Single finds provide us with the names of Licinius, Constantine I,
Helena, Constantine I (struck after his death), Crispus, Constantine II,
Constantius II, Constans, Valentinian II. Mints — Antioch — 30; Constanti-
nople — 20; Nicomedia — 11; Cyzicus — 5; Thessalonica — 6; Siscia — 7; Trier
—1; Sirmium — 1; Alexandria — 1; unidentified — 127.

b) Hoards from the hinterland

— Gerzeuli hoard — some 469 pieces. Structure: denarius of Augustus —
1; local imitation to the stater of Lysimachus — 1; Caesareian silver issues
— Nero (1); Vespasian (30); Domitian (9); Nerva (22); Trajan (165); Hadri-
an (90); Antoninus Pius and M. Aurelius (122); L. Verus (28). Nominals:
hemidrachm, drachm, didrachm.

— Eki hoard — 907 pieces. Structure: Orodes II of Parthia — 1; Caesa-
reian didrachm of Nerva — 1; Caesareian didrachm of Trajan — 2; Cae-
sareian didrachm of Hadrian — 712; Caesareian didrachm of Antoninus
Pius — 55; Caesareian didrachm of L. Verus — 1; denarius of Commodus,
struck at Rome — 1; denarius of Pertinax, struck at Rome — 5; denarius of
Niger, struck at Rome — 1; denarius of Septimius Severus — 101 (mints:
Rome (12), Orient (84), Alexandria (5)); Julia Domna — 14 denarii, struck
at Rome (5) and Oriental mint (9), and Caesareian drachm — 1; Caracalla

24 Copper coins of Trapezus (M. Aurelius-Severus Alexander) are found also in Gonio/Aphsaros. v.
https://chre.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/hoard20923.
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— denarii, struck at Rome — 2, and Caesareian drachm — 1; Geta — denarius
(1), struck either at Rome or Antioch, and Caesareian drachm — 1; Elaga-
balus — Caesareian drachm (1); Severus Alexander — 6 denarii, struck at
Rome (1) and Oriental mint (5). Caesareian output numbers 775 as many;
denarii — 131, mostly struck at Oriental mints.

— Sepieti Hoard — approximately 377 pieces. Structure: Roman denarii
— 365 (mints: Emesa (158), Rome (118), Eastern mint (62)), and a small
number of Caesareian coins. Money of Septimius Severus dominates the
hoard (227 pieces), mostly struck at Emesa in 194. Severus Alexander’s
issue of, probably, 222 provides a certain date for the hoard.

List of the coins from the extreme eastern provinces of Western
Georgia: denarius of Augustus — 56; denarius of Tiberius — 1; denarius
of Caligula — 1; Caesareian hemidrachm of Nero — 1; Caesareian drachm
of Nerva — 3; denarius of Trajan — 1; Hadrian — Caesareian didrachm (2),
Caesareian hemidrachm (2); Caesareian didrachm of Antoninus Pius — 2;
denarius of Faustina Junior — 1; denarius of Julia Domna — 1 (Laodiceia);
solid of Constantine I — 1 (Siscia); solid of Constantius II — 2 (Antioch);
semiss of Constantine I — 1 (Constantinople); semiss of Constantius II — 1
(Antioch); triens of Constantius — 1 (Antioch).

Now about interpretation, first empiric level. Sea coast has mostly pro-
vincial silver of Caesareian issue, municipal copper of Trapezus and Impe-
rial copper money, struck predominantly at the mints of Antioch and Asia
Minor, in the complexes, hoards and as single finds. Hinterland absorbs
only Caesareian silver, accompanied by Roman denarii, struck in greater
quantity at the Oriental (e.g., Syrian) mints. Further Eastwards Late Ro-
man gold pieces and denarii of Augustus, mixed with Caesareian silver is-
sues, make really amazing picture for Lazica. Academic level of interpre-
tation commences with Caesareian prominent accumulation — merchants
could bring them for sure and those merchants had to be from Sinope or
Amisus, the import of which dominates Lazica. But good commercial bal-
ance sees those money to facilitate the foreign trade, and not the domestic
exchange. Some more money was necessary. If it could happen as follows:
since Lazi never had their own coinage, they could barter the sufficient
amount of the Roman money for their economics, and the closest aerari-
um branches were that of Cappadocia and Syria. As to copper absence in
the hinterland, there does exist only one explanation — there was no need
of small trade in Lazica generally. Thus, copper coins could come here for
military purposes only, as a part of soldiers’ stipendium. This statement
can be argued.
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Why the soldiers had to be paid in copper?! Indeed, silver money and
especially gold, due to total weight lightness, was easier for a transfer to a
camp.” Then, why do the former camps everywhere (e.g., on the Rhine)
show bronze predominantly?!*® When you are paid some few hundreds
per year, and — usually in three installments, everybody expects this to
be done in basic units. That is absolutely logical. But when you are in
military camp, having all supplies, and also — future opportunity to get a
small farm with carefully saved money just invested in, what would you
prefer — whole money with you at the border, or the most kept safely
in bank. The last thing would work perfectly with the Roman I cycle
of Capitalism and normal banking-system in service.” Then soldiers re-
ceived only copper as a pocket-money. The written sources speak about
some silver donatives to the legions. But they speak also how dangerous
could it happen big money to be in a camp — Vitellius made his way to
the throne thanks to his soldiers’ financial assistance (not necessarily
with money) (Tac. Hist. I. 57). Thus, officials could avoid dangerous
accumulation of money in the camps, on the one hand, and on the other
hand, they always possessed some extra money for large state commer-
cial operations.

Georgian case can provide more arguments for the copper being paid
to the soldiers.

With a handsome agriculture, which could find market everywhere
— in the hinterland towns inhabited by the Colchians, in the prosper-
ous Greek cities at the coastal strip with already mixed population and at
last, abroad, first in Miletus, then Athens and Sinope — this land provided
well-shaped middle-class, having monies®, but it failed to create small

% v. R. Wolters. Bronze, Silver or Gold? Coin Finds and the Pay of the Roman Army. Zephyrus.
Revista de Prehistoria y Arqueologia. vol. LIII-LIV. 2000-2001. Salamanca, pp. 579-588.

% D. G. Wigg. Coin Supply and the Roman Army. Roman Frontier Studies. 1995. Proceedings
of the 16™ International Congress of Roman Frontier Studies. Oxbow Monograph 91. 1997, pp.
281-288; D. G. Wigg. The Development of the Monetary Economy in Northern Gaul in the Late
La Téne and Early Roman Periods. Roman Germany. Studies in Cultural Interaction. Journal of
Roman Archaeology. Supplementary series N32. Portsmouth, Rhode Island. 1999, pp. 111, 121;
D. G. Wigg. Die Rolle des Militirs bei der Miinzversorgung und Miinzwirtschaft am Rhein in
der frithen Kaiserzeit. Rom, Germanien und die Ausgrabungen von Kalkriese. Osnabriicker
Forschungen zu Altertum und Antike-Rezeption. B. 1. Osnabriick. 1999, pp. 327-346; F. Berger.
Untersuchungen zu romerzeitlichen Miinzfunden in Nordwestdeutschland. Berlin. 1992. Studien
zu Fundmiinzen der Antike. B. 9.

¥ T. Dundua. The Cyclic Dialectics. Tb. 1996;]J. Andreau. La Vie Financiére dans le Monde Romain.
Les Métiers de Manieurs d’Argent (IVe Siecle av. J.-C.-IIle Siecle ap. J.-C.). Ecole Francaise de
Rome. Palais Farnese. 1987.

2 T. Dundua. Georgia within the European Integration as Seen in Coinage. Catalogue of Georgian
Coins. Tb. 1999, p. 4.
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service-system until the 10™ c¢.” The hands were needed elsewhere. And
the Hellenic economics also failed there due to the country’s super-hu-
midity; the Greeks had no idea about how to drain those marches.* That
is, perhaps, why the copper money had been never respected there. The
only attempt of Phasis to issue small money was again connected with the
beloved silver — 3 hemitetartemorii show this attempt to be an abortive
one.’! Indeed, just a few copper coins of the 6®-2" cc. B.C. are found at
the coastal strip.*

And then amazing thing happens — copper “revolution” marks the 1%
c. B.C. Copper is everywhere — Dioscurias (modern Sokhumi) and sub-
urbs not only offer some twenty copper Pontic municipal pieces of Eu-
pator’s time,* but also produce local autonomous Dioscuriadi,* mostly to
be spread in Crimean Bosphorus. Vani/Surion in deep hinterland demon-
strates about 200 synchronous copper coins, struck either in Pontic cities,
or at the spot by king of Colchis in 84 B.C. Mithridates Philopator Phil-
adelphos, son of Mithridates Eupator.®® Indeed, being a Pontic satrapy,
Colchis enjoyed its own king only for a definitely small period (App. Mi-
thr. 64). Full-scale economic transformation — that could be an immediate
answer. Alas, it took whole century and a half, even more, for next influx
of copper coins. The written sources tell us about the Romans stationed at
the East Black Sea coast by that time; and archaeology reveals a plenty of
synchronous copper coins. Untill the 6™ c. copper money comes and goes,
and there is in fact one more gap for the 7*-9" cc.’¢ Byzantines had gone.

So, copper comes and disappears together with the soldiers. That means
that partly the Imperial armies used to be paid in copper, or bronze, does
not matter (fig. 2).

As to the eastern West Georgian provinces in the Late Antiquity, they
seem to form economic and political condominium of Lazica and Iberia.

2 T. Dundua. Georgian Ethnocultural Evolution and the West According to the Numismatic
Material (in Georg.). Tb. 1997, pp. 113-114.

% T. Dundua. Making of Europe. Tb. 2000, p. 3.

3 T. Dundua. Georgia within the European Integration as Seen in Coinage, p. 8.

32 T. Dundua. Colchis, Iberia and the Kingdom of Pontus According to the Numismatic Material
(in Georg.). Tb. 1993, p. 46.

3 T. Dundua. Colchis, Iberia and the Kingdom of Pontus. . ., p. 46.

3 T. Dundua, G. Dundua, A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava,
E. Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze. Municipal copper coins of Dioscurias. Online English-Georgian
Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. 2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public/home/en

% T. Dundua, G. Dundua, A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E.
Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze. Anonymous copper coins struck in Vani (?). Online English-Georgian
Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. 2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public/home/en

% G. Dundua, T. Dundua. Georgian Numismatics. Part One (in Georg.). Tb. 2006, pp. 183-186.
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Former provides e.g. the Caesareian issues for them, latter — denarii of
Augustus and Late Roman gold.

Roman Imperial denarii from Abkhazia

Coins found in Tsebelda (Gulripshi district): denarius of M. Aurelius,
struck at Rome; denarii of Septimius Severus (2); denarius of Septimius
Severus, struck at Emesa, denarius of Septimius Severus, struck at Orien-
tal mint.%’

% C. M. Illam6a. MouetHoe o6paumenue Ha Teppuropuu A6xasuu (V B. zo H. 5.-XIII B. H. 3.). T6.
1987, pp. 65-66.
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fig. 1
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fig. 2.

Copper Money from Pitius
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Coin Circulation in Lazica/West Georgia
in the 5*-7* Centuries

The 5*-7" cc. foreign coins from West Georgia

Coins found in Bichvinta-Pitius

The 5% c. coins: Arcadius (395-408) — 8, Theodosius II (408-450) — 1,
and another one of his wife Eudocia (all of them are copper ones).

On the territory of Bichvinta there are found over 100 Byzantine cop-
per coins of the 6™ c., the majority of which is struck in the first half. The
coins are classified as follows: 1. Anastasius I —5; 2. Justin I (518-527) — 72;
3. Justinian I (527-565) — 15; 4. Justin I (565-578) — 4; 5. Maurice Tiberius
(582-602) — 4.

From a numismatic point of view, part of the coins found in Bichvin-
ta is of special interest. This primarily concerns the hoard (55 pieces) of
5 nummi coins of Justin I found in 1961. Identical coins have not been
discovered in any other place in Georgia. In Bichvinta there are found
separately 11 such coins. According to literature, their total number is not
large. The coins from the Bichvinta hoard are most probably struck in the
I and II workshops (officina) of Constantinople mint.

It is worth noting that the majority of the coins found in Bichvin-
ta is struck in the Constantinopolitan mint (86 pieces). On the territory
of Bichvinta there are also found the coins struck in Antioch-Theopolis
(2), Nicomedia (1), Carthage (1), and Thessalonica (2). It is the only time
when the coins struck in Carthage and Thessalonica are found on Geor-
gian soil. The same can be said about the coins from Theopolis, Antioch
was renamed Theopolis after the earthquake in 538.

The 5% c. Byzantine coins found on the rest of West Georgia’s territory
1. In 1959 on the territory of the Sokhumi fortress a copper coin of Arca-

dius (395-408) was found.

2. In 1903 on Gagra necropolis West Roman Emperor Honorius’ (395-

426) gold coin was found.

3. In 1937 in the Tskhumari village (Mestia district) two gold coins of Leo
I (457-474) and Anastasius I (491-518) were found.
The 6™ c. Byzantine coins found on the rest of West Georgia’s territory

. The copper coins found in Sokhumi are classified as follows: Anastasius
I —2; Justin I — 1; Justinian I — 4.

2. The 6™ c. Byzantine coins are found in the surroundings of Tsebelda

(Gulripshi district) during archaeological excavations: Justinian I — 6,

2 of which are copper, 3 —silver, and 1 — gold.

[EEN
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3. The 6™ c. Byzantine coins are found in Tsikhisdziri: 10-15 copper coins
of Anastasius I, Justin I and Justin IT (565-578).

4. In 1903 in Ochamchire while working, allegedly, a pot full of Byzan-
tine copper coins was found. The composition of the hoard is very
doubtful because of its chronological frame (6™-11" cc.). It is impos-
sible that the coins of such different periods could have been placed
together. Therefore, it should be presumed, that before the hoard got
to the museum (1957), its contents had been mixed. Nevertheless, the
hoard contains interesting coins from the 6 c. Justin I (518-527) — 2;
Justinian I (527-565) — 1; Justin II (565-578) — 2; Tiberius II (578-582)
— 1; Maurice Tiberius (582-602) — 2; Eight coins altogether.

The 6™ c. Byzantine coins are also found in other places of West
Georgia. Their classification is as follows (mainly without notification
of time of finding and circumstances): 1. one copper coin of Anastasius
I (491-518) found in Kutaisi; 2. six coins (four solidi, one silver, and one
copper) of Justin I found in Nokalakevi (Senaki district), Zugdidi, and
the outskirts of Batumi; 3. Justinian I’s seven coins (three solidi, three
copper, and one silver) found in Psirtskha (Gudauta district), Chkhalta
(Sokhumi district), New Athos, Chkhorotsku and Poti; 4. Tiberius II’s
gold coin found in a hoard (see below) in Chibati (Lanchkhuti district);
5. hoard of Maurice Tiberius’ 23 solidi found in 1930 during the archae-
ological excavations in Nokalakevi; 6. the 6™ c. 6 copper coins found
again in Nokalakevi.

The 7™ c. Byzantine coins found in West Georgia
1. In 1958 in the village Chibati (Lanchkhuti district) a hoard of Byzan-

tine gold coins was found. Their classification is as follows: Tiberius

IT — 1; Maurice Tiberius — 1; Phocas (602-610) — 107; Heraclius (610-

641) — 14.

2. In the Odishi village (Zugdidi district) a hoard of 13 silver coins was
found. Their classifications is as follows: Maurice Tiberius — 2, Herac-
lius and Heraclius Constantine — 11.

. Emperor Phoca’s gold coin was found in 1927 in the Dranda village
(Sokhumi district).

. In 1952-1953 in Bichvinta three copper coins of Heraclius were found.

. Heraclius’ gold coin was found in the village Chiora (Oni district).

. In 1950 in the Koreti village (Sachkhere district) Heraclius’ hexagram
was found.

7. In 1940 in Didchkoni (Martvili district) a gold coin was found struck in

the name of Heraclius and his son Heraclius Constantine.

w

a b
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8. Constans II's (641-668) gold coin was found in the outskirts of Sokhu-
mi.

9. In 1930 in the village Ghvankiti (Terjola district) a solidus of Constans
IT was found.

10. In 1915 in the outskirts of Bichvinta Justinian II's (685-695) three gold
coins were found.

In Tsikhisdziri a hoard of the Sassanian coins was found, out of which
only three drachms got to the Batumi Museum. Their classification is as
follows: Kavadh I (488-531) — 2, Khusrau I (531-579) — 1. Another two
Sassanian drachms are found in Abkhazia: Kavadh I — 1, Khusrau IT (591-
628) — 1.3

% T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part Two. Compiled by A.
Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani. Tb. 2014, pp.
256-258.
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Coin Circulation in Egrisi-Apkhazeti/West Georgia
in the 8®-10" Centuries

The 8*-10" cc. foreign coins from West Georgia

1. Tiberius III Apsimar’s (698-705) gold coin was found in Bichvinta.

2. Gold coin of the same Emperor was found in the ruins of Sokhumi
fortress.

3. Constantine V’s (741-775) and his son Leo’s gold coin was discov-
ered in the outskirts of Gudauta.

4. Leo V’s (813-820) copper coin was found in Kobuleti.

5. Theophilus’ (829-842) copper coin was discovered in Bobokvati
(Kobuleti district).

6. Coin of the same Emperor was found in Kobuleti.

7. Basil I's (867-886) and Basil I and Constantine’s two copper coins
were found in Bobokvati.

8. Leo VI's (886-912) several silver coins were discovered in Opiza
(now in Turkey).

9. Leo VI's two copper coins were among other coins in the “hoard”
found in Ochamchire, which seems to be a result of mixture of several
monetary complexes.

10. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Psirtskha village
(Gudauta district).

11. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Tsikhisdziri.

12. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Kobuleti.

13. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Bobokvati.

14. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Sokhumi.

15. In the “hoard” discovered in 1903 in Ochamchire there was Con-
stantine VII's (913-959) copper coin.

16. On the Mount Iveria (Akhali Atoni, Gudauta district) Constantine
VII's copper coin was discovered.

17. In 1902 in Kobuleti outskirts Constantine VII's copper coin was
found.

18. In 1926 in Kobuleti Romanus I's (920-944) copper coin was dis-
covered.

19. In 1962-1963 in Bobokvati Romanus I's two copper coins were
discovered.

20. Found in 1903 Ochamchire “hoard” contains Romanus I’s two cop-
per coins.
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21. In 1956 in Bobokvati village Constantine VII's and Romanus I's
copper coin was found.

22. In 1930 in Tsikhisdziri John Tzimisces’ (969-976) copper coin was
found.

23. In 1958 in Akhali Atoni John Tzimisces’ copper money was dis-
covered.

24. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Bobokvati.

25.1In 1962-1963 in Bobokvati John Tzimisces’ copper coin was found.

26. Found in 1903 the “hoard” of Ochamchire contains three copper
coins of John Tzimisces.

27. In Kldeeti village (Zestaponi district) John Tzimisces’ copper coin
was found.

28. In 1957-1958 on the territory of Anakopia fortress (Akhali Atoni)
13 copper coins of the first half of the 10™ c. were discovered.

29. Romanus I’s two folles were found in Sokhumi and also — John
Tzimisces’ copper coin.

30. In 1935 in Akhali Atoni John Tzimisces’ copper coin was discov-
ered.

31. In Achandara village (Gudauta district) coin of the same Emperor
was discovered.

32.In 1955 in Sokhumi Constantine VII's two and John Tzimisces’ five
copper coins were found.

33. In 1950 in Merdjevi village (Sachkhere district) Umayyad dirhem
dated by 718/19 was discovered.

34. In 1965 in Savane village (Sachkhere district), at the “Alavidze
quarter”, during the cultivation of the land, clay vessel with the silver
coins was found. Only 68 samples are preserved. One is Umayyad dirhem
and the rest are the "Abbasid dirhems. The chronological frame for the
coins is 740/41-792/93.%

Georgian imitations to Arabic dirhems from Abkhazia

A hoard found in Tsebelda (Gulripshi district) in 1977 shows 106
Georgian imitations to Arabic dirhems dated back to the second half of
the 10" c., and one original Abbasid dirhem.*

¥ T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part Two. Compiled by A.
Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani. Tb. 2014, pp.
302-303.

“ G. Dundua, T. Dundua. Georgian Numismatics. Part One (in Georg.). Tb. 2006, pp. 179-180.
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Coin Circulation in Georgia
in the Last Quarter of the 10® Century- First Quarter
of the 12 Century

“Georgian-Byzantine coins” is the name of a coin group. It consists of
the issues as follows: David III Kuropalates’ coins with the depiction of
cross potent, St. Virgin Blachernitissa type coins — Bagrat IV’s first and
second emissions, Giorgi II's first, second and third emissions and David
IV’s first and second emissions; David IV’s copper coin, type — king in
Imperial coat.

The initiator of the Georgian silver coinage inspired by Byzantine style
was David IIT Kuropalates, seignior of Imier Tao, a part of historical South-
west Georgia (Obv. Georgian legend (abbreviation everywhere) — 71971/
O “Christ, forgive David”; Rev. Cross potent on the four steps and Geor-
gian legend — Q' UPT “Kurapalati”). Only four specimens are known from
this emission. The dating of this issue rests on a precise knowledge of
the year in which David was granted the title of Kuropalates. And it is
thought that this title was bestowed upon him for his special help to the
Emperor Basil in the struggle against mutinous grandees. The army of
Bardas Sclerus was annihilated by David’s generals near Halys River. This
event took place in 979. The coins of David III are dated to 979, it was in
that year that he received the title of Kuropalates and coins bearing that
title would have served as a magnificent memorial to that historical event.
But still, we have a suspicion. Why do these coins copy Imperial silver of
977; maybe David was already Kuropalates while preparing auxiliary for
the Emperor. And one more question — there is Patriarchal cross on the
supposed prototype. Still another pattern was used also while modelling
this coin.

From the 4 specimens now discussed none of them was found in Geor-
gia. They were discovered far away from there, in Russia, Estonia, Ger-
many and Sweden. How did they find their way to those regions? Two
hypotheses exist concerning this item:

1) typologically these coins are very close to almost synchronous silver
pieces of Basil IT and Constantine VIII, and they have the same weight and
standard. So, it was good money and could circulate everywhere together
with Byzantine currency. Merchants from Kievan Rus used to come to
Constantinople regularly and then they took the silver pieces of David
Kuropalates to the north;
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2) trading contacts between Georgia and Kievan Rus must account for
the findings of these coins so far away from Georgia, effected via Tmuta-
racan (modern Taman Peninsula), this view being corroborated by other
evidence as well. A rare Tmutaracanian piece was found in Georgia — the
imitation of a miliaresion.

The supposed mint for the coins of Kuropalates is Oltisi, his residence
(modern Oltu in Turkey).

The kings of Georgia — Bagrat IV (1027-1072), Giorgi II (1072-1089)
and David IV (1089-1125) — were enjoying St. Virgin Blachernitissa type
taken from the coins of Constantine IX and maintained after.

The very characteristic trait of the 11" c. Georgian numismatics is an
obvious tendency towards weight lightening — a reception of a new stan-
dard, the Byzantine 2/3 miliaresion, called tetri (Ar.) took place during
the reign of Bagrat IV.

Bagrat IV. I emission. Kutaisi (West Georgia). Obv. Facing bust of
Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and maphorium. Greek legend —
H ATTA ©EOTOKOC - “the Holy Virgin”, close to nimbus, in different
ways; Rev. Marginal Georgian legend — T TCSTLTRCPE bGCTPT -
“Christ, exalt Bagrat, the king of the Abkhazians” (i.e. West Georgia). In
the centre - SChQ/TTbHILT/FO.LT - “and Nobilissimos”.

Only 12 specimens are known. The dating is based on the king’s Byz-
antine title and other political traits.

Now briefly about the mentioned Georgian title — “the king of the
Abkhazians”. A country is economic-geographical region. Unique cul-
ture is formed within on a basis of the intensive interior economic links.
And Georgia is such complex. It was formed by economic synthesis of the
East (Kartli/Iberia) and the West (Colchis), and since the Mingrelian (i.e.
the Colchian) language has been transferred to a position of a family-lan-
guage. A bit earlier the Svanetian and the Abkhazian languages were put
on the same position by the Mingrelian language. In the 8" c. new dynas-
ty was founded in Colchis, or Lazica. And this ruling house was from the
province of Abkhazia, part of Lazica. So, Lazica was called “the Kingdom
of Abkhazians”, and the languages spoken there were Mingrelian, first,
then — Georgian. And soon after, Georgia — a new economic complex —
came to realization, and a bit later the country was unified by Bagrationi
ruling house. This house also claimed to be “the king of the Abkhazians”,
i.e. of West Georgia.

The royal descents left without the special domain in Amier Tao
(Southwest Georgia) had to strip themselves of the title — “king of the
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Kartvelians” (i.e. East and South Georgia). This happened twice with Bag-
rat IV. In 1055 his rival duke Liparit captured Tao, and in 1068 — Alp
Arslan himself. So, the coins with the sole title “king of the Abkhazians”
should be dated by 1055 and 1068-1069.

Bagrat IV. II emission (28 specimens). Kutaisi. Obv. Facing bust of
Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and maphorium. Greek legend —
H ATTA ©EOTOKOC - “the Holy Virgin”, close to nimbus, in different
ways; Rev. Marginal Georgian legend — T TCS T4 TRCPE bGCIPT -
“Christ, exalt Bagrat, the king of the Abkhazians” (i.e. West Georgia). In
the centre — SCUL/TFCL/PQ.LT - “and Sebastos”.

The extant specimens of Giorgi II, some 100 pieces, can be divided
into three emissions, taking into account the alterations of Byzantine
title.

Giorgi II. I emission. Kutaisi. Obv. Facing bust of Virgin orans, nim-
bate, wearing pallium and maphorium. Distorted Greek abbreviation for
— H ATTA ®EOTOKOC - “the Holy Virgin”, to 1. and r. from nimbus.
Greek legend — MP ®Y — appears sometime; Rev. Marginal Georgian leg-
end - FICSTLICPE bGECSTCTIETOETCTPT - “Christ, exalt Giorgi,
the king of the Abkhazians and the Kartvelians” (i.e. East and South Geor-
gia). In the centre - SC/h'BLT/FULT - “and Nobilissimos”.

Giorgi as a prince already possessed the title of Kuropalates. Towards
the end of 1072 he became king receiving gradually the titles of Nobilis-
simos and Sebastos. In 1074 Giorgi as Caesaros was put in charge of the
Imperial Eastern limits. So, the issues with the titles of Nobilissimos and
Sebastos fit 1073-1074.

Giorgi II. IT emission. Kutaisi. Obv. Facing bust of Virgin orans, nim-
bate, wearing pallium and maphorium. Distorted Greek abbreviation for
— H ATTA ®EOTOKOC - “the Holy Virgin”, to 1. and r. from nimbus.
Some specimens have different legend — MP ©®Y H BAAXEPNITICA
— “St. Virgin Blachernitissa”; Rev. Marginal Georgian legend
- P ICSTLICPE bGCSCTIE T bECTPT - “Christ, exalt Giorgi, the
king of the Abkhazians and the Kartvelians”. In the centre — SC/LTFU/
PQO.LT - “and Sebastos”.

Giorgi II. IIT emission. Kutaisi. Obv. Facing bust of Virgin orans,
nimbate, wearing pallium and maphorium. Distorted Greek abbre-
viation for — H AITA ®@EOTOKOC - “the Holy Virgin”, to 1. and r.
from nimbus. Some specimens have different legend — MP ©Y H
BAAXEPNITICA - “St. Virgin Blachernitissa”; Rev. Marginal Georgian
legend — T ICSTTLICPE bGCSCTIEFbECTPT - “Christ, exalt Gi-
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orgi, the king of the Abkhazians and the Kartvelians”. In the centre — &C/
QTLC/FQUT - “and Caesaros”.

Within the 8 pieces of David IV (3 of them are found near Sokhumi)
three emissions can be identified.

David IV. I emission. Kutaisi. Obv. Facing bust of Virgin orans, nim-
bate, wearing pallium and maphorium. Greek legend - MP - ®7Y, to 1. and
r. from nimbus; Rev. Marginal Georgian legend — ... T6GCPE... — “Christ,
exalt David, the king of the Abkhazians”. In the centre — GC/LTTU/RL
— “and Sebastos”.

David IV. II emission. Kutaisi. Obv. Facing bust of Virgin orans, nim-
bate, wearing pallium and maphorium. Greek legend MP — @7, to l. and
r. from nimbus; Rev. Cross in the center and marginal Georgian legend
- FTCSSEFPISC... — “Christ, exalt David, the king and Sebastos (7).

David gained almost full control over the country only about 1099,
and before he had been just “king of the Abkhazians”. First two issues
show the king in this troubled position. Thus St. Virgin Blachernitissa
series came to an end.

David IV’s copper coin, type — king in Imperial coat (III emission).
Kutaisi. Obv. Bust of a king in Imperial coat — wearing stemma (Imperial
crown with cross and the pendants, pendilia, TpemevoovAix), divitision and
chlamys; holds in right hand scepter cruciger, and in left, globus cruciger.
And Georgian legend — & — &P — “king David”; Rev. Cross in a centre
and marginal Georgian legend — FT6EdPITCPETIhQEGELEE - “Christ,
David the king of the Abkhazians, Kartvelians, Ranians, Kakhetians, Arme-
nians” (Rani and Kakheti are very eastern provinces of Georgia).

The obverse type of this coin is patterned on the reverse of the post-re-
form aspron trachy (billon) of Alexios I Comnenos. But the Imperial coat
of the Georgian king is not a fiction.

David is “king of Armenians” from 1118, so his follis was struck be-
tween 1118-1125.

11%-12* cc. Byzantine coins from Georgia

East Georgia

1. 4 copper coins of Basil II and Constantine VIII (976-1025) were
found during the archaeological excavations in 1936 in Dmanisi.

2. Copper coin of the same Emperors was found in 1937 in Ude village
(Adigeni district).

3. Copper coin of the same Emperors was found near Paravani village.

4. Copper coin of the same Emperors was found in 1940s in Noste vil-
lage (Kaspi district).
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5. Copper coin of the same Emperors was found in 1948 during
the archaeological excavations near Gandza Gate (historical place in
Thilisi).

6. Identical copper coin was found in Okami (Akhalkalaki district).

7. Identical coin was found in Abavreti (Akhalkalaki district).

8. Copper coin of the same Emperors was found in 1960 in Bakuriani
(Borjomi district).

9. There were 5 gold coins of Constantine VIII (1025-1028) in the
hoard found in 1906 near Akhaltsikhe.

10. Hoard of Byzantine gold coins placed in a pot was found in the
1930s in Dviri village (Borjomi district). All the coins except for one be-
long to the following three Byzantine Emperors: Constantine VIII, Con-
stantine X Ducas (1059-1067), and Romanus IV Diogenes (1067-1071). 22
coins belonging to Constantine VIII are of normal shape. 23 coins are scy-
phate and belong to Ducas and Romanus IV Diogenes: 22 — to Constantine
X Ducas, 1 — to Romanus IV Diogenes. Presumably, the hoard was buried
in the 70-80s of the 11* c.

11. Copper coin of Romanus III (1028-1034) was found in 1936 in
Dmanisi during archaeological excavations.

12. 6 copper coins of Michael IV (1034-1041) were found in Dmanisi.

13. Copper coin of Constantine IX (1042-1055) was found in the same
place.

14. Gold coin of Constantine IX was accidentally found in 1956 in
Avchala, Thilisi.

15. Copper coin of Theodora (1055-1056) was found in 1911/12 in
Tbilisi (Avlabari).

16. 2 copper coins of Theodora were found in the 1920s near Tskordza
village (Akhaltsikhe district).

17. Copper coin of Theodora was found in 1936 in Tsintskaro village
(Tetritskaro district).

18. 3 copper coins of Theodora were found in 1936 in Dmanisi during
archaeological excavations.

19. 2 copper coins of Michael VI (1056-1057) were found in Dmanisi.

20. Constantine X’s copper coin was found in 1925 in Tbilisi during
the works at Leselidze street.

21. Copper coin of Constantine X was found in 1926 near Tbilisi.

22. Identical coin was found in 1926 in Dzveli Dmanisi village.

23. 5 copper coins of Constantine X were found in 1936 in Dmanisi
during archaeological excavations.
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24. Copper coin of Constantine X was found in 1948 near 300 Aragveli
Garden, Tbilisi.

25. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Ugudeti village
(Tetritskaro district) in the 1950s.

26. Copper coin of Constantine X was found in 1952 near Ikalto vil-
lage.

27. Nomisma of the same Emperor was found in 1953 in Telavi.

28. Nomisma of the same Emperor was found in 1956 in Tsalka district
during construction of Khrami power station.

29. Gold coin of Constantine X was found in 1957 near the Tbilisi Sea
(water reservoir).

30. Hoard of Byzantine money was found in 1962 in Idumala village
(Aspindza district). One gold and 12 electrum coins are preserved. The
gold coin belongs to Constantine X and, as T. Abramishvili asserts, can
be “Constantinati”, whereas the rest of the coins were struck in the name
of Nicephorus III (1078-1081) and are “Botaniati”. According to T. Abra-
mishvili, the hoard was probably buried in response to the Seljuk invasion
of 1080-1090.

31. Gold coin of Constantine X was found in 1962 in Patara Dmanisi
village.

32. Gold coin of Constantine X was found in 1962 near Dmanisi on
Zurtaket-Gomareti Plateau.

33. Gold coin of Constantine X was found in 1965 in Rustavi during
archaeological excavations.

34. Copper coin of Romanus IV was found in 1936 in Dmanisi.

35. Copper coin of Michael VII (1071-1078) was found in 1936 in
Dmanisi during archaeological excavations.

36. Gold coin of Nicephorus III (1078-1081) was found in 1873-1875
near Sapara Monastery (Akhaltsikhe district).

37. Hoard of Nicephorus III's scyphate silver coins was found near
Sapara Monastery in 1890. The exact number of the coins is unknown.

38. Nicephorus IIT’s electrum coin was found in 1930s near Tetritska-
ro.

39. 11 electrum coins were found in 1936 in Natkora, between the
villages Vardisubani (Telavi district) and Gulgula. One coin, kept at Telavi
Historical Museum, belongs to Nicephorus III.

40. Copper coin of Alexios I (1081-1118) was found in 1962 near Shio
mgvime Monastery, not far away from Mtskheta.

41. Copper coin of Alexios I was found in 1935 in Krtsanisi.
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42. Identical coin was found in 1936 in Dmanisi during archaeological
excavations.

43. 2 copper coins of Alexios I were found in 1948 in Tbilisi near the
Ganja Gate during archaeological excavations.

44. Hoard of Byzantine gold coins was found in 1949 near Gurjaani
during construction of Alazani irrigation channel. Only 7 pieces are ex-
istant: 6 — of Alexios I; 1 — of John II (1118-1143).

45. Gold coin of John II was found in 1929 near Shibliani village
(Sagarejo district).

46. Gold coin of John II was found in 1953 in Khodasheni village (Tel-
avi district).

47. Identical coin was found in Makharadze village (Gurjaani district).

48. Anonymous 11* c. Byzantine coin was found in 1938 in Thbilisi.

49. Two identical coins were found in 1941-1943 near Dmanisi.

50. Two identical coins were found in 1952 in Okami village (Akhal-
kalaki district).

51. Anonymous Byzantine copper coin of the 11™ c. was found in 1953
near Tmogvi fortress (Aspindza district).

52. 10®-11*" cc. Byzantine copper coin was found during construction
of Ortachala power station, Thbilisi.

53. 11" c. Byzantine gold coin was found in 1954 in the same place.

54. 11* c. Byzantine copper coin was found in 1953 near Akhalkalaki
old fortress.

Thus, within East Georgia there have been found more than 150 11*-
12* cc. Byzantine coins: gold — 72; electrum — 24; copper — 52. From
the total number, there are 5 hoards of gold, silver, and electrum coins.
Very interesting is distribution of the 11*-12" cc. Byzantine coins accord-
ing to centuries. 11 out of approximately 150 pieces belong to Alexios I
(1081-1118), in other words, to the transitional period, whereas there are
only 4 coins from the 12* c. belonging to John II (1118-1143). To con-
clude: 11* c. Byzantine coins were widely in use in East Georgia. In the
12 c. influx of the Byzantine coins nearly stops.

West Georgia

1. Found in 1903 Ochamchire hoard contained 7 copper coins of Basil
IT and Constantine VIII (976-1025).

2.2 copper coins struck in the name of the same Emperors were found
in 1956 in Bobokvati (Kobuleti district).

3. Identical coin was found in 1957 in Akhali Atoni (Gudauta dis-
trict).
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4. 2 folles of the same Emperors were found in 1957 in Sokhumi (near
lighthouse).

5. Copper coin of the same Emperors was found in 1958 in Tsebelda
(Gulripshi district).

6. Identical coin was found in 1962 in Kobuleti.

7. Two identical coins were found in 1962-1963 in Bobokvati.

8. 6 copper coins (2 of them belong to Constantine VIII) were found in
1949 in Tsikhisdziri (Kobuleti district).

9. 4 copper coins of Romanus III (1028-1034) were in Ochamchire
hoard.

10. Copper coin of Romanus III was found in 1948 in Likhni village
(Gudauta district).

11. Identical coin was found in 1962 in Kobuleti.

12. There were 4 coins of Michael IV (1034-1041) in Ochamchire
hoard.

13. 2 identical coins were found in 1910-1911 in Gelati.

14. Identical coin was found in 1929 in Sakara village (Zestaponi dis-
trict).

15. Identical coin was found in 1957 in Kveda Vani village (Vani dis-
trict).

16. Copper coin of Michael IV was found in Achandara village (Gudau-
ta district).

17. Copper coin of Michael IV was found of Odishi village (Sokhumi
district).

18. 2 copper coins of Ochamchire hoard belong to Constantine IX
(1042-1055).

19. Silver coin of Constantine IX was found in 1957 in Akhali Atoni.

20. 11 copper coins of Ochamchire hoard belong to Theodora (1055-
1056).

21. Identical coins (exact number is unknown) were found in 1910-
1911 in Gelati.

22. 2 identical coins were found in 1956 and 1962-1963 in Bobokvati.

23. 5 copper coins of Ochamchire hoard belong to Constantine X
(1059-1067).

24. 2 identical coins were found in 1950 in Tsikhisdziri.

25. Identical coin was found in 1962 near Kobuleti.

26. Hoard of copper coins was found in 1968 in Abanoeti village
(Ambrolauri district). The hoard consisted of: 2 folles of Basil IT and Cos-
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tantine VIIL; 1 — of Michael IV; 2 — of Theodora; 2 — of Constantine X.
Also, there were 3 coins of the Latin Empire and 1 — unidentified.

27. Copper coin of Constantine X and his wife Eudocia was found in
Odishi village (Zugdidi district).

28. Copper coin of Constantine X (1) and copper coin of Romanus IV
(1) were found in Odishi village (Sokhumi district).

29. Follis of Romanus IV (1067-1071) was found in Odishi village
(Zugdidi district).

30. Hoard of Georgian silver and scyphate Byzantine gold coins was
found in a clay pot in 1983 in Likhni village while excavating Medieval
palace. The Byzantine coins are struck in the name of: Constantine IX
Monomachus — 1; Constantine X — 9; his wife Eudocia — 1; Romanus IV
—17; 28 — altogether. 43 coins are of Georgian provenance: 31 belong to
Bagrat IV (1027-1072); 12 — to Giorgi II (1072-1089). Coin of Giorgi II
with the title of Sebastos (?) is found in Beshkardashi (Sokhumi district),
and coin of Giorgi II with the title of Caesaros — in Anakopia.

31. Gold coin of Michael VII (1071-1078) was found in 1951 on Sokhu-
mi Mountain.

32. Identical coin was found in 1959 in Tsikhisdziri.

33. Copper coin of Nicephorus III (1078-1081) was in Ochamchire
hoard.

34. Electrum coin of Nicephorus III was found in 1925 in Chkhari
village (Terjola district).

35. Identical coin was found in 1925 in Meskheti village (Kutaisi dis-
trict).

36. Identical coin was found in 1926 in Racha.

37. Identical coin was found in 1926 near Kutaisi.

38. Identical coin was found in 1933 in Gubi village (Khoni district).

39. Identical coin was found in 1951 on Sokhumi Mountain.

40. 5 identical coins were found in 1956 in Bichvinta during archaeo-
logical excavations.

41. Hoard of copper coins was found in 1955 in Sokhumi. The classi-
fication is as follows: 2 folles of Michael IV; 5 — of Constantine IX; 3 — of
Constantine X; 10 — anonymous (1075-1080).

42. 11" c. Byzantine scyphate gold coin was found in 1901 in Racha.

43. Several 11*-12% cc. Byzantine copper coins were found in 1904 in
Keda village (Keda district).

44. 11* c. Byzantine scyphate gold coin was found in 1905 near Ozu-
rgeti.
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45. Electrum coin of Nicephorus III was found in 1969 near Sinope
(Sokhumi).

46. Several Byzantine copper coins with four-line inscription were
found in 1910-1911 in Gelati, near Kutaisi.

47. Identical coin was found in 1934 in Tsikhisdziri.

48. 11™-12" cc. Byzantine copper coin with four-line inscription was
found in 1935 near Bagrati Cathedral in Kutaisi.

49. Identical coin was found in 1939 in Kutaisi, near railway bridge.

50. 11* c. Byzantine copper coin was found in 1948 near Tsikhisdziri.

51. Identical coin was found in 1949 in Tsikhisdziri.

Thus, there have been found approximately 149 11*-12** cc. Byzantine
coins in West Georgia: copper — about 104; gold — 32; electrum -12; sil-
ver — 1. From the total number, there are 3 hoards: 2 — of copper money;
1 — mixed, of gold and silver.

The above-given coins found on the territory of the West Georgia are
dated by the 11™ c. 12™ c. coins have not yet been reported.*!

“T. Dundua, G. Dundua, A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava,
E. Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze. Georgian-Byzantine coins. Online English-Georgian Catalogue
of Georgian Numismatics. 2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public/home/en; T. Dundua,
G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part Three. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A.
Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani. Tb. 2015, pp. 180-202; T. Dundua,
G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Second edition. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A.
Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani, M. Kardava. Athens. 2021, pp.
227-244.
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Coin Circulation in Georgia
in the 12 Century-First Half of the 13* Century

We begin review of the Georgian credit money (12 c.-the 20s of
13% ¢.) with the copper coins of Demetre I (1125-1156) and end with the
copper money of Rusudan (1222-1245). This period in the Georgian nu-
mismatics is strictly “copper period”. The so-called “silver famine” in the
Middle East was at its highest point at the time and left traces on Georgian
numismatics. From the reign of Demetre I to that of Rusudan only copper
coins were struck. This is one of the peculiarities of numismatic activity.
Another peculiarity is that in 12 c. the face of the coin changed drasti-
cally. The coins lost their up-to-then standard feature, round shape. From
then on, the large part of the coins was struck as copper plates which
had accidental shapes. Often, because of small size of the plates, the die
was not placed on the coins in its entirety. This method of coin issue first
appeared in the Middle East and was then introduced into Georgia. It
was suggested that in trading the so-called “irregularly” struck coins were
weighted rather than counted. Simultaneously with the “irregular” coins,
round coins were struck too.

Issues of Demetre 1.

1. Obv. Asomtavruli letter & in the centre, which represents first let-
ter of Demetre’s name. Arabic legend above and below < 5l ¢ll

King of the Kings. Circle around and unreadable Arabic legend;
Rev. Arabic legend in two lines 2eas (52 3 3a3%

Mahmud ibn Muhammad (1118-1131). Almost unreadable Arabic leg-
end around.

2. Obv. Asomtavruli letter & in the centre of octagonal frame. Arabic
legend outside the frame

ERAPEN

el aloa

King of the Kings, sword of the Messiah — stylized and represents the
part of the frame; Rev. Arabic legend inside rosette shows the names of
Caliph al-Muktafi li-amr Allah (1136-1160) and the Seljuk sultan Ghias
ad-din Masud (1133-1152).

The date of the issues of Demetre I should be established by the Mus-
lim rulers’ regnal years. Indeed, their names are placed on the coins. Sup-
posedly, Demetre I struck coins in 1125-1131 and 1136-1152.
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“Irregularly” struck copper coins of Giorgi III (1156-1184) (Issues of
Giorgi IIT with Asomtavruli letter) are almost identical to the above-de-
scribed money of Demetre I with the difference of having another letter
for the king’s name. Instead of Asomtavruli & there is L for Giorgi. It
might be a bit surprising that Giorgi III, the mighty king of the united
Georgia, placed Arabic legends and the name of a Caliph on his coins.
Some scholars think this should point to some sort of dependence on a
part of the Georgian king towards the Muslim ruler. However, this ar-
gument is largely flawed. Such actions of Demetre I and Giorgi III were
dictated mainly by economic factors, since the Georgian money had to
reach the Middle Eastern markets, and Arabic legends and name of a Ca-
liph on them would undoubtedly help in it. Simultaneously the contents
of the legend conveyed to the Muslim world that Giorgi III was the “King
of the Kings” and the “sword of the Messiah”. These coins were issued in
1156-1160.

Simultaneously with the “irregularly” struck coins, Giorgi III started
issuing round shape coins (Coins of Giorgi III - king with falcon on hand)
(Obv. Giorgi III in Asian-Byzantine dress. Seated cross-legged, facing. His
left (sometimes right) hand rests on his thigh, on another hand up lifted
sits a falcon. King wears stemma. Georgian Mkhedruli letters for the name
of Giorgi (30, sometimes monogram of T is added to it) and Asomtavruli
legend TJQPYS, in the K’oronikon 394 (=1174); Rev. Arabic legend in
three lines

Ll el

s ohad o0 (SosS

cemsall aloa

King of the Kings Giorgi, son of Demetre, sword of the Messiah).

In 1178 Giorgi III made his daughter Tamar co-ruler. Most probably,
the below “irregular” copper coin (Coins of Giorgi III and Tamar) be-
long to their joint rule. These coins represent an exception in the Geor-
gian numismatics as there are only Georgian legends placed on them. The
coins should have been struck between 1178 and 1184 (Obv. In the centre
of an ornamented hexagonal rosette two Asomtavruli letters LT (Gior-
gi). Asomtavruli legend outside rosette — CS I/Gh/(1h/FP/FPT — May
God exalt King of the Kings; Rev. In the centre of rosette the first letter
of the name Tamar or various abbreviations of her name — &J, ®GdJ,
&J. Asomtavruli legend outside rosette — CES/hNR/FPT/ET/ST/SQ/
BT - May God exalt king and queen).
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From 1184 onwards Tamar is a sole ruler (Coins of queen Tamar with
her signature) (Obv. Signature of Tamar in the centre of a wreathed frame.
Asomtavruli marginal legend — TOE B IECNECTThCSSCTITGEDBLT-
CdULTJFOQhd D - In the name of God, this silver piece was struck in the
K’orornikon 407 (=1187); Rev. Arabic legend in five lines

dalazal) A<Lal)

Ol s Loall SOl

SosS Gyl

o il 4l el

The great queen, glory of the world and faith, Tamar, daughter of Gi-
orgi, champion of the Messiah, may God increase her victories. Circle
around and marginal Arabic legend:

Ll g LedIDUs a5 LedDa ) Caclia

May God increase her glory, and lengthen her shadow, and strengthen
her prosperity).

The above coins are interesting for several reasons. First of all, such
a grand Arabic legend had not been placed on any Georgian coin. One
can tell through the contents of this legend how powerful Georgia was
by the time. Secondly, the legend on a copper coin “... this silver piece
was struck” probably shows details of the so-called “silver famine”. The
K’oronikon 430 (=1210) was placed on another variant. It should be noted
that the above-given coins exist in their thousands and are found every-
where in Georgia.

In 1188 queen Tamar married David Soslan and the below copper
coins of “regular” shape (Coins of Tamar and David with the “Bagrationi
family badge”) belong to them. These coins reached us in large numbers
(Obv. Specific badge in the centre, which D. Kapanadze thinks to be the
“Bargrationi family badge”. To the left and right Asomtavruli letters for
the names of Tamar and David — ®J> and 8. Above and below Asom-
tavruli letters +0d0 in the K'oronikon 420 (=1200); Rev. Arabic legend
in four lines

Clslal) 4<l

Crall 5 Laall JSla

SosS A

ol yela

Queen of the Queens, glory of the world and faith, Tamar, daughter of
Giorgi, champion of the Messiah).
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As to the sophisticated figure on the obverse of Tamar and David’s
coin, which D. Kapanadze thinks to be the Bagrationi family badge, its
significance was explained by a highly-reputated paleographer T. Bar-
naveli. According to him, the badge includes a monogram consisting of
Georgian letters which represent Tamar’s and David’s names. Finally, we
will touch upon the date of Tamar’s death, since the numismatic data play
an important role in establishing the exact date of this event. Scholars
propose different dates for Tamar’s death. According to the numismatic
data, the most acceptable date is 1210. Tamar struck coins in 1210. There
are also coins of Giorgi IV dated by 1210 with the inscription “Giorgi, son
of Tamar” and his the same year issue, showing king in Imperial dress.
Therefore, the conclusion is that Tamar died in 1210 and her son Giorgi
IV ascended the throne in the same year.

The “irregularly” struck copper coins of Giorgi IV (Coins of Giorgi IV
with the legend “Giorgi, son of Tamar”). Obv. Asomtavruli legend in the
centre of a wreathed frame — "1 1d"'1/(tdJ"LC — Giorgi, son of Tamar. Marginal
Asomtavrulilegend—tULE T IGECNECTFRSTSCTFCEBLEFLTALAD
— In the name of God, this silver piece was struck in the K’oronikon 430
(=1210); Rev. Arabic legend in four lines

ERRPER]

Gl s Ll s

el O (SeS

zaall s

King of the Kings, glory of the world and faith, Giorgi, son of Tamar,
sword of the Messiah. Circle around. Persian legend outside the circle

L o5 (oo ke ol 23 03 | e (&l s1aa Gy

In the name of the most saint God this silver piece was struck in the
year 430.

The “regular” coins of Giorgi IV (Coins of Giorgi IV with the legend
“Of king Giorgi...lord of the Javakhs”) are known in smaller quantities
(Obv. Asomtavruli legend in four lines — +11F/PLEETFLJ/LTLT-
XCTHEG®OIC - Of king Giorgi, son of Tamar, lord of the Javakhs;
Rev. Arabic legend in four lines:

aladl) L)

Ol s Ll s

el O (SsS

zrsnaal) ala
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The great king, glory of the world and faith, Giorgi, son of Tamar,
sword of the Messiah).

The numismatic activity of Tamar and Giorgi IV needs further com-
mentary: 1. Georgia loses accumulative habitus of monetary market. So,
should there be annual emissions? By this aspect, dates 1187 and 1210
oppose the logical economic situation. How should this divergence be ex-
plained? In this specific aspect, USSR’s denomination of 1961 is a good
parallel. This means that Tamar’s coins were struck every year, but, how-
ever, with older date placed on them; 2. Lasha, lord of the Javakhs, is
Tamar’s co-ruler and struck coins while she was still alive, in other words,
in 1207-1209. A specific princely attribute points to Giorgi IV’s subordi-
nate position within the diarchy. In other diarchies too, for example, that
of David Ulugh and David Narin, only name of one ruler is placed on the
coins.

The unique copper coin of Giorgi IV (Coins of Giorgi IV — king in Im-
perial dress). Obv. King standing, facing, wearing stemma, with labarum
in his right hand and anexikakia, a roll of parchment, wrapped in cloth
and filled with dust, a symbol of mortality, in left. Fragments of Asom-
tavruli legend to both sides of the depiction — TIFT/EdF/LT/.../.../.. D -
Giorgi, son of Tamar ... 30, i.e. in the K’oronikon 430 (=1210); Rev. Arabic
legend in rosette made up of four leaves

e /s g [ / A

in the year 606 (=1209/1210).

Second Arabic legend in segments between the leaves

gl sl Ll 01 S5

King of the Kings Giorgi, son of Tamar, sword of the Messiah. Circle
around.

A new stage began in the history of the Georgian numismatics under
Rusudan’s rule and this was well exemplified by the following: 1) issue
of the so-called “irregular” coins was stopped; 2) issue of silver coins was
renewed. And now the description of the copper coin of Rusudan is pre-
sented. Obv. Asomtavruli letters (abbreviation) — JJOh — for Rusudan’s
name in the centre of an ornamented frame. Above, small-sized twist-
ed sign, which, according to Barnaveli, is Rusudan’s monogram. D. Kap-

o«

anadze calls this monogram the queen’s “signature”. Between the leaves
of the frame date TQhdd b in the K’oronikon 447 (=1227); Rev. Arabic

legend in four lines
AL 5 Ll ASLaY)
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el s Liall s
ganall el Jlali iy lans )

o sl 4 el

Queen of the Kings and Queens, glory of the world, kingdom and
faith, Rusudan, daughter of Tamar, champion of the Messiah, may God
increase her victories. Circle around.

As to the above-described coins, it should be noted that, despite their
large numbers, the date on them is the same and corresponds to 1227. This
means that 1227 is the year of the establishment of this specific pattern,
and not the year of issue.

According to the composition, Rusudan’s silver coins (Silver coins
of Rusudan with the effigy of Christ) are close to the Byzantine mon-
ey and have the same weight as synchronous dirhems. Obv. Bust of
Christ facing, wearing nimbus, pallium and colobium and raising
right hand in benediction, holds ornamented book of Gospels in left
hand. Greek legend — IC XC. Marginal Georgian Asomtavruli legend —
LCETHIECNETOIECISTSCTIR — in the name of God, was struck in
the K’oronikon 450 (=1230); Rev. In the centre of an ornamented frame,
which is reminiscent of a badge depicted on queen Tamar’s coin dated
by 1200 (T. Barnaveli thinks it is a “spearhead-like figure”), three Asom-
tavruli letters J'UR, i.e Rusudan. Marginal legend

el el el iy lanesy Cpall s Lsall Pl KL 4SLe

Queen of the Queens, glory of the world and faith, Rusudan, daughter
of Tamar, champion of the Messiah.

Christ’s bust is borrowed from the nomisma of the Byzantine Em-
peror Nicephorus III Botaneiates (1078-1081). This explains the fact that
in Georgian charters Rusudan’s dramas are referred to as “Botinati” or
“Botinauri”’. Sometimes they are called “Tskhumuri tetri’ (here tetri is a
counting unit). It was suggested that Rusudan’s silver money was struck
in Tskhumi (Sokhumi). Indeed, Tbilisi at this time was occupied by Jalal
al-Din.Various variants of these coins differ from each another by some
peculiar features. In the scholarly literature the described silver coins are
referred to as dramas.

The coins struck after Rusudan’s reign are divided into two groups:
1. Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13™-14" cc.; 2. Mongol occupation
coins.

In 1247 at Thilisi mint silver coins were struck in the name of David
Narin (1245-1293) (Silver coins of David Narin with the depiction of a
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horseman) (Obv. The king on horseback, right. Above, right, royal mono-
gram meaning David, and Georgian Asomtavruli letters $QdOb for the
K’oronikon 467 (=1247). Above, left, six-pointed star; Rev. Persian legend
in four lines

A3 5 iy

ERPIPY

saly I8

By the power of God, slave of Kuyuk (or Guyuk) Qa’an’s rule — king
David.

At right

Ol

Struck at Tbilisi).

Also at Tbilisi, rare silver coins of David Narin’s co-ruler David Ulugh
(1247-1270) were struck in A.H. 650, 651 and 652 (Silver issues of 1252-
1255 of David Ulugh “Bagrationi”) (Obv. Arabic legend in four lines

élla agla

oS

bl i)

ol

King David, son of Giorgi, Bagrationi. Struck at Thbilisi; Rev. Persian
legend in four lines

s)aA B 58

AL G Juay

OB Sie e

Opead L Al

With God’s power, by the will of Mangu Q&a’an, in the year 650
(=1252/53).

Perhaps, rare copper coins too should be attributed to David Ulugh
(Copper coins of David Ulugh with the depiction of a horseman)
(Obv. Crowned figure of a horseman to the right. To both sides of the
effigy — Asomtavruli & and (&, i.e. David; Rev. Arabic legend in three lines

& Lall llal)

ST R

el sl

King of the Kings David, son of Giorgi, sword of the Messiah).

The exact attribution of the coin is widely discussed. Some scholars
think the coin should have been struck by David IV (1089-1125). The ma-
jority, however, attribute it to David Ulugh, because the coin is the exact

164



imitation of the iconography of the copper money of Seljuk Kaikhusrau
I (1192-1200) of Rum. Therefore, its emission was impossible by David
Iv.#

Georgian credit money from Abkazia

Coin of Giorgi III struck in 1174 is found in Sokhumi, near the light-
house. There is also information about finding of two such coins in 1880
and 1902 in Sokhumi. Two copper coins of Tamar and David Soslan are

found in Sokhumi, near the lighthouse. Rusudan’s copper coin struck in
1227 is found in Sokhumi.®

“T. Dundua, G. Dundua, A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava,
E. Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze. Georgian credit money (12* c.-the 20s of 13" c.); Coins of the
Georgian kings in the 13% -14™ cc. Online English-Georgian Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics.
2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public/home/en; T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of
Georgian Numismatics. Part Three. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N.
Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani. Tb. 2015, pp. 203-223, 226-231, 240-244; T. Dundua, G.
Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Second edition. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A.
Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani, M. Kardava. Athens. 2021, pp.
245-271.

# C. M. Illam6a. MounetHoe o6pamenue Ha Teppuropuu A6xasuu (V B. o H. 2.-XIII B. H. 3.). T6.
1987, pp. 101-102.
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Coin Circulation in West Georgia
in the 13®-15* Centuries

>

“Western Georgian money of the 13®-15" cc.” is the name of coin
group. It consists of the silver coins struck by David Ulugh and David Na-
rin (Coins with the effigy of two Davids) and Kirmaneuli tetri.

Coins with the effigy of two Davids are patterned on the issues of the
Emperors, John Comnenos (1118-1143) and Michael Palaeologus (1258-
1282). We have only 10 samples of them.

Coins with the effigy of two Davids. Obv. Labarum in the centre and
the kings’ effigy in Imperial coat on the both sides. On the left and right,
Georgian Asomtavruli legends placed vertically — 3P, dd'S — “King Da-
vid” and “King of the Kings David”; Rev. St. Virgin seated upon a throne
like on the Imperial issue of Michael VIII Palaeologus, and corresponding
Georgian legend on the left and right — & &/ G&-UC.

Towards the midst of the 13™ c. the Mongol overlords exercised their
rule over Georgia through joint-rule of the two vassal kings, David Ulugh
and David Narin, and they had real power in the Eastern provinces. This
co-regnancy was interrupted, when David Narin fled to safety of West
Georgia, thus splitting the country into two kingdoms. That of East was
vassal state.

Georgian narrative does not support the exact chronology of this very
disintegration. General consideration leads to 1259 as possible date.

Still some Western sources are more precise.

Friar William of Rubruck made his journey to the court of the Great
Khan. When back in France in 1257, he read a formal report. One passage
of it is extremely interesting and runs as follows: “beyond that estuary is
Ziquia (modern Tuaphse region, Russian Federation — T. D.), which is not
subject to the Tartars, and further East the Sueni (Suani, West Georgian
highlanders — T. D.) and the Iberi, who are not subject to them”. This
simply means that the Mongols are already missing Western Georgia by
1257. But that could be only upper chronological limit in the case William
added some recent information. Lower one depends on when he was in
those sites. And William of Rubruck was in touch with Georgia in early
1255. That is the lower chronological limit for the entire kingdom to split
into two parts.

Still, the date of issue of the coins with the effigy of two Davids can-
not be changed. Now David Ulugh fled to safety of Western Georgia in
1260. 1261-1262 saw both kings in Western Georgia. And in the frames
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of restored co-regnancy, they designed coin inspired by the Byzantine
iconography, putting their names and titles thoroughly on it.

As concerning Kirmaneuli, i.e. the Georgian imitations to the aspers
of Trebizond, they are patterned mostly on the coins of the two Emper-
ors: Manuel I (1238-1263) and John II (1280-1297). The descriptions are
presented below.

Kirmaneuli tetri, issues with the name of Manuel. Obv. St. Eugenius
standing, facing, holding long cross in his right hand. On the left and
right, Greek legend placed vertically — O-A-I'T/EY-TE-NI-O; Rev. Em-
peror in loros and stemma, standing, facing, holding labarum in his right
hand and akakia — in his left hand. On the right and above — Manus Dei.
On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically — M-N-A/O-K-MN.

Kirmaneuli tetri, issues with the name of John. Obv. St. Eugenius
standing, facing, holding long cross in his right hand. On the left and
right, Greek legend placed vertically — A-E-Y/TE-NI; Rev. Emperor in
loros and stemma, standing, facing, holding labarum in his right hand
and akakia — in his left hand. On the right and above — Manus Dei. Below
— six-pointed star. On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically —
-0 K/N-O.

Kirmaneuli tetri, issues with “Emperor in three-arched stemma”.

1. Obv. St. Eugenius standing, facing, holding long cross in his right
hand. On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically — O-Y/T-E-
N-O; Rev. Emperor in loros and three-arched stemma, standing, facing,
holding labarum in his right hand and globus crusiger — in his left hand.
On the right and above — Manus Dei. Below — six-pointed star. On the left
and right, Greek legend placed vertically — I(0-O-KO/H-O.

2. Obv. St. Eugenius standing, facing, holding long cross in his right
hand. On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically — E-I/T-E-NY-
O-O; Rev. Emperor in loros and three-arched stemma, standing, facing,
holding labarum in his right hand. On the left, globus cruciger, it looks like
a flower. On the right and above — Manus Dei. Below — six-pointed star. On
the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically — (O-O-K-H/N-O.

Kirmaneuli tetri, issues with Emperor’s bust. Obv. Bust of St. Eugenius
facing, holding labarum in his right hand and long cross — in his left hand.
Greek legend is traced; Rev. Bust of Emperor in loros and stemma facing,
holding labarum in his right hand and long cross — in his left hand. On the
left, globus cruciger, it looks like a flower. Shield on the right. No sign of
the Greek legend.

Kirmaneuli tetri, issue with Asomtavruli letters. Obv. St. Eugenius
standing, facing, holding long cross in his right hand. On the left — some
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uncertain signs. On the right, above, Asomtavruli letters — L1, below,
Greek letters in two lines — I'E-O; Rev. Emperor (king) in loros and three-
arched stemma, standing, facing, holding labarum in his left hand. On the
left Asomtavruli letters placed vertically — P-d.

Georgian legends are read as “Giorgi, the king” and Greek — as “St. Eu-
genius”. Giorgi I, king of Imereti/West Georgia in 1389-1392 issued these
coins; this is general opinion.

Kirmaneuli tetri, Vamek’s money with St. Eugenius’ effigy. Obv. Mkhe-
druli letters for the name Vamek (a mirror image) in ornamented frame;
Rev. St. Eugenius in stemma, standing, facing, holding either labarum or
long cross in his right hand. On the left and right — Greek legend — O-E/
I'E-IN.

S. Makalatia was the first to publish Vamek’s money. The coin kept in
Sokhumi was examined by him in 1940. He made a photo of this sample
and attributed it to Vamek I Dadiani (1384-1396), prince of Samegrelo. In
1927 a hoard containing several hundred Georgian imitations to the aspers
of Trebizond and the above coin was found in the ruins of “Bagrati for-
tress”, Sokhumi. 15" c¢. Georgian documents present Tskhumuri (Sokhu-
mi) tetri. Some scholars think this to be exact name for Vamek’s coin.

And many years before, in 1844, M. Barataev thought the imitations
to the aspers of Trebizond to be issued in Georgia, as he found term “Kir-
maneuli” in the Georgian documents. For scholars today there are distort-
ed details of the effigies and distorted legends to distinguish Georgian im-
itations to the aspers of Trebizond. Also, Kirmaneuli’s weight is lowered.
The term itself denotes that first Manuel’s aspers were imitated. 15 c.
Georgian documents still bear the term “Kirmaneuli”. Georgian govern-
ment could issue these coins for the local needs.

The 13%-15" cc. foreign coins from West Georgia

1. Kopitnari hoard includes 15 aspers of Trebizond. They are struck in
the name of the following Emperors: Manuel I (1238-1263) — 6 samples,
John IT (1280-1297) — 7 samples, Manuel III (1390-1417) — 1 sample, Alex-
ios IV (1417-1446) — 1 sample.

2. Tobanieri hoard includes 186 aspers. They are struck in the name of
the following Emperors: John I (1235-1238) — 4 samples, Manuel I (1238-
1263) — 56 samples, John IT (1280-1297) — 125 samples, John Il and Alexios
IT (up to 1297) — 1 sample.

The rest material is presented according to chronology of findings.

3. Asper of Trebizond was found in 1885 in Sokhumi, near left bank
of the river Besleti.
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4. Asper of Trebizond was found in 1886 in Sokhumi, on the territory
of so-called cantonment.

5. A hoard of about 500 silver coins was accidentally found in 1894 in
Patara Jikhaishi village, near Khoni. The hoard consisted mostly of the
Ottoman (1520-1617) and Iranian (1524-1574) coins. John III’s (1340-
1344) asper was in the hoard.

6. A hoard of the aspers of John I and Manuel I was found near Kutaisi
in 1908. Evg. Pakhomov saw 50 pieces from the hoard and he bought 30
pieces.

7. John II's asper was found in the vicinity of Sokhumi in either 1928,
or 1929.

8. John II’s 5 aspers were found in Sokhumi in 1931.0One of them is in
the Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia.

9. D. Kapanadze bought John IT’s asper found accidentally in the vicin-
ity of Chiatura in 1932.

10. John II’s one more asper was found in Chiatura in the same year.

11. 13® c. asper of Trebizond was found in Kutaisi in 1935.

12. State Museum of Georgia bought John II’s asper found in 1940 in
the vicinity of Shuamta village, Vani district.

13. Clay pot with silver coins was accidentally found in 1948 in Zeda
Sazano village (Terjola district). Together with the Seljuk coins, the hoard
contained Manuel I’s aspers, 9 pieces in all.

14. Manuel I's coin was accidentally found in 1951 in Besleti village
(Sokhumi district).

15. The following aspers of Trebizond were found in 1960 in Kutaisi
during agricultural works to the North-West of Bagrati Cathedral: John
I -1 sample, Manuel I — 1 sample, John II — 19 samples. The hoard is kept
at Kutaisi State Museum.

16. Coin of John IT was found in 1969 in Khoni.

17. Aspers of Manuel I and Kirmaneuli were found in 1999 in Nojik-
hevi village (Martvili district) by Nokalakevi archaeological expedition.*

#T. Dundua, G. Dundua, A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E.
Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze. Western Georgian money of the 13®-15" cc. Online English-Georgian
Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. 2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge/public/home/en; T.
Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part Three. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A.
Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani. Tb. 2015, pp. 277-293; T. Dundua,
G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Second edition. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A.
Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani, M. Kardava. Athens. 2021, pp. 312-
327;G. Dundua, T. Dundua. Georgian Numismatics. Part II. Tb. 2011, pp. 23-27 (in Georg.).
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Coin Circulation in West Georgia
in the 16® Century

Large hoard of silver coins was found in Patara Jikhaishi (Khoni
district) in 1946. The coins of the hoard unfortunately were mostly
dispersed. Even with 18 coins which reached us T. Lomouri managed to
fill up partially the gap which existed in the 16™ Georgian numismatics.
Out of 18 coins, 5 are Georgian, 4 — Turkish, and 9 — Iranian. All the
coins are silver. 5 Georgian coins can be divided into three different
types.

I type (Coins of Giorgi, king of Imereti. I type). Obv. Schematic de-
piction of bearded man, facing, in jewelled crown. To the left — plant
ornament, around — linear circle and circle of the dots; Rev. Georgian
Asomtavruli legend in abbreviation — dPTTLT — “King Giorgi”, to the
right — plant ornament.

IT type (Coins of Giorgi, king of Imereti. II “type”). elongated, cor-
ner-shaped metal plates with Asomtavruli legends. The obverse legend is
in two lines with a line between them. In the first line we have &19PI,
in the second — P, i.e. “King of the Kings”. In between the two linear
circles there is a circle of the dots. The reverse legend is 1P LJ 1 - “king
Giorgi”.

IIT type (Coins of Giorgi, king of Imereti. III type). The coin is of an
elongated, incorrect rectangular form. Human profile to the left is visible,
bearded, crowned. There are Asomtavruli legends: in front of the head —
d P, behind — LT, i.e. “King Giorgi”. An animal to the left is depicted on
the other side.

In Patara Jikhaishi hoard there were found well-dated foreign coins
which enable us to establish chronological frame for the Georgian coins.
Turkish akge of the sultan Murad III (1574-1595) is dated by A.H. 982
(=1574-1575). It is clear that king Giorgi of Imereti/West Georgia (1565-
1585) issued the Georgian coins.

M. Barataev and V. Langlois published such a sample of the Georgian
coins where the name of Bagrat is possible to be read (Coins of Bagrat,
king of Imereti). Initially, this silver coin was attributed by V. Langlois
to Bagrat III, king of Imereti (1510-1565) (Obv. Schematic depiction of
king in three arched-crown, facing; Rev. Georgian Asomtavruli legend
in two lines divided by horizontal line. The legend should be read as fol-
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lows — “King Bagrat”). D. Kapanadze writes: “None of the coins with the
name of Bagrat was found in Patara Jikhaishi hoard. However, the com-
parison of the samples and the coin types makes it possible to relate to the
same period and to date by 1510-1565 the below (the above-described
coin — T. D.) silver coin”.

And finally, as the material attests, imitations to the coins of Tahmasp
I (Imitations to the bistis of shah Tahmasp) were struck in Georgia.

We have already said that only 18 coins survived from Patara Jik-
haishi hoard. 5 of them are Georgian, 4 — Turkish, whereas 9 — Iranian
or imitations to Iranian. According to the description of T. Lomouri,
“. .. outwardly they represent elongated, incorrect rectangular plates
with the diameter ranging from 6/11 mm. to 13/16 mm. and the weight
ranging from 0,42 gr. to 0,75 gr. On both sides of the plates there are
Arabic legends. The legend on the first side should be a Muslim religious
formula, whereas on the second side the legend is unclear. No date is
visible on any of the coins. However, by virtue of various features it is
still possible to date them . . . There is a large collection in the Numis-
matic Cabinet of the State Museum of Georgia. The collection contains
692 coins, which, despite minor exceptions, are of the same type. The
legends are mostly unclear. On two samples, NeN°5059, 5200, it was pos-
sible to read a date of A.H. 963 (=1555)”. This year belongs to the reign
of Tahmasp I.

Identical coins were also a part of large hoard found near Ambrolauri
in 1909. Half of the coins from hoard belonged to shah Abbas I (1589-
1629), whereas the second half was elongated quadrangle-shaped small
money with distorted Arabic legends. Evg. Pakhomov thought that these
mysterious coins resemble in both shape and size the money of Tahmasp I
and their issue presumably took place in West Georgia. D. Kapanadze also
thought these coins were produced at some mint in Imereti.

The role of imitations to Turkish akces and imitations to the Iranian

coins is well attested in monetary circulation of Georgia by the contents
of the hoards (Gori, Mna and Ambrolauri hoards).

16" c. foreign coins from West Georgia

Ottoman coins

1. Four Ottoman akges, struck in the name of Selim II (1566-1574) and
Murad III (1574-1595), were in Patara Jikhaishi hoard.
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2. A hoard of silver coins was found in 1945 in Likhauri village (Ozur-
geti district). The hoard consisted of about one hundred 16"-17" cc. Otto-
man akces, more than one thousand imitations to the Ottoman akces and
about twenty plates of various form. Unfortunately, we do not know the
number of the 16" c. coins.

3. A hoard was found in 1895 in Kutaisi. The hoard contained Ot-
toman and Iranian coins of the 16"-17" cc., and coins from Trebizond,
about 500 pieces in all.

4. 15" c. Juchid coins, 16" c. Ottoman coins and 16™ c. Spanish sil-
vered coins were found along with other items in 1903 at the Otobaya
cemetery (Sokhumi district).

5. 334 small silver coins were accidentally found in 1977 in Jikhanjiri
village (Lanchkhuti district) on “Nastepanari hill”, under the stone. The
hoard is kept at Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia. All the coins in the
hoard are the Ottoman akges. The chronological frame of the hoard islarge.
The earliest coin is dated by A.H. 926 (1519/1520), latest by A.H. 1003
(1594/1595). Majority of them is struck at Hanja mint of Trabzon vilayet.
Apart from the coins struck at Hanja, there are also coins struck in various
mints of the Ottoman Empire. These mints are Constantinople, Edirne,
Novar, Karatovo, Novoberda, Sidre-Kays, Sakiz, Kayseri and Erzerum.
European coins

1. A copper vessel with 414 European silver coins (overall weight
— 8,5 kg.) was found during agricultural works in June 1953 in Makha-
radze (modern Ozurgeti). 270 coins were handed over to State Museum
of Georgia, whereas 144 samples — to Ozurgeti Historical Museum. The
hoard was studied and published by R. Kebuladze. The hoard, accord-
ing to its contents, is divided into three parts. It consists of Austrian,
Italian and Spanish coins. The earliest coin from the hoard, taler, be-
longs to archduke Ferdinand and is struck in 1564-1595, whereas the
latest, peso, belongs to Philip IV and is struck in 1628. The hoard, ac-
cording to the latest coin, was buried after the 20s of the 17" c. We will
talk about this hoard later during the discussion on the 17 c. data. For
the moment, we are interested how many 16™ c. coins are in this hoard.
Below is their list:

a) Dukedom of Tirol, mint of Halle — 6, Ensisheim — 1. Taler. Arch-
duke Ferdinand (1564-1595) — 7 samples.

b) Republic of Venice, doge Pasquale Cicogna (1585-1595). Silver. Un-
dated ducato.
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¢) Spain and its colonies in America. Philip IT (1556-1598) — 2 samples.
2. A hoard of silver coins was found in 1903 at Otobaya cemetery.
Apart from the 15® c. Juchid samples and 16" c. Ottoman akges, the hoard

contained 16" c. Spanish coins.
3. 16™-17" cc. Spanish pesos were found in 1955 in Urta village

(Ochamchire district).*

“ T. Dundua, G. Dundua, A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava,
E. Avdaliani, N. Kharshiladze. Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15®-16" cc. Online
English-Georgian Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. 2013-2014. http://geonumismatics.tsu.
ge/public/home/en; T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part Three.
Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani.
Tb. 2015, pp. 301-305, 311-323; T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics.
Second edition. Compiled by A. Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava,
E. Avdaliani, M. Kardava. Athens. 2021, pp. 335-339, 345-350.
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Coin Circulation in West Georgia
in the 17*-18* Centuries

Hoards of the 17*-18" cc. foreign coins found in West Georgia

Hoards of the 17 c. Ottoman coins found in West Georgia

1. A large hoard was found in Likhauri village (Makharadze/Ozurgeti
district) in 1945. The hoard contains up to 100 Turkish akges, more than
1000 imitations to them and up to 20 silver plates of various shapes. These
plates conform to the imitations by their quality of metal. According to D.
Kapanadze, it is clear that they were the plates for striking the imitations.
The author pays particular attention to the fact that “... among these plates
two or three have a shape of cross and huge importance should be given
to that, since this shows that if the imitations were not struck by Chris-
tians, they were produced by those who lived among the Christians (i.e.
in Georgia)”. M. Antadze divided the hoard of Likhauri into three parts:

I. Akges struck by Murad III (1574-1595) at Hanja mint.

II. Coins struck in the name of Mehmet IV (1648-1687) and Ahmet II
(1691-1695) at various mints of the Ottoman Empire.

II1. In this part the author assembled those coins which she considered
to be local imitations.

Most probably, the hoard of Likhauri was buried in late 17 c.

2. A hoard of the 17* c. 537 small size Ottoman and Iranian silver
coins in a clay pot was found in 1913 near Batumi, on top of Sameba hill,
in the gorge of Korolistskali river and Bartskhana, near the ruins of old
church. Evg. Pakhomov, while reviewing the hoard, spotted 2 coins of
Murad IV (1623-1640) dated by A.H. 1033 (1623/1624) and 4 mahmuds
of shah Suleyman (1667-1694). On one of them there is a name of the
mint — Tbilisi, and a fragment of a date — 109?. He also saw shahi of the
same shah and 3 imitations to Ottoman money. Apart from this, there was
one Georgian coin with the depiction of fish (which probably belongs to
atabeg Kvarkvare — T. Dundua) and 519 badly preserved Turkish akges. 29
coins out of this hoard are kept at Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia. All
of them are badly preserved. According to M. Antadze, the deposition of
the hoard should happen in late 17 c. or early 18" c.

Hoards of the 18" c. Ottoman coins found in West Georgia

1. A hoard of 13 altuns and 8 Venetian ducats was found in 1941 in
Kutaisi on the territory of a Catholic church. 10 out of 13 altuns were
struck by Ahmet III (1703-1730). 8 out of these 10 altuns were struck at
Constantinople, 1 — at Misr, and another one — at Thbilisi. Three altuns
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were struck in the name of Mahmud I (1730-1754) at Constantinople.
These coins were handed over to Moscow for the defence fund, whereas
Thilisi altun was given back to the State Museum of Georgia. Date — A.H.
1115 (1703/1704).

2. 18" c. Ottoman and European silver coins in clay pot were found
in 1958 in Chanchati village (Lanchkhuti district) during land works. The
contents of the hoard are as follows: 1. 2 ortas of the Polish king Sigismund
III (1587-1632), dated by 1622-1623; 2. 24 akges of Ahmet III (1703-1730)
and 58 akces of Mahmud I (1730-1754). The hoard was buried in the sec-
ond half of the 18" c.

3. 3 akces of Ahmet III (1703-1730) and 2 kurus of Mustafa III (1757-
1774), found near Koreti village (Sachkhere district) in 1935, were handed
over to the school museum by the teacher Gogitashvili.

4. A copper vessel with up to 8 kg. of Ottoman silver coins, dated by
1703-1786, was found in 1892 in Zarati village (nowadays Tskaltubo dis-
trict).

5. A clay pot with 106 Ottoman silver coins was found in the 1900s in
Batumi. The coins were handed over to the Odessa Society of History and
Antiquities. The hoard contained the coins of Abdul Hamid I (1774-1789)
and Selim IIT (1789-1807).

6. A hoard of the 18" c. Ottoman coins was found in the outskirts of
Terjola in 1949. The contents are as follows: 1. 2 ak¢es of Mahmud I, A.H.
1143 (=1730/1731); 2. 2 akges of Mustafa III, A.H. 1171 (=1757/1758); 3.
akce of Abdul Hamid, A.H. 1187 (=1774). The hoard, most probably, was
buried in late 18 c.

7. A hoard was found in the 1950s in Likhauri village (Makharadze/
Ozurgeti district). The coins belong to Ahmet III (1703-1730), Mahmud I
(1730-1754), Osman III (1754-1757), Mustafa III (1757-1774) and Abdul
Hamid I (1774-1789). The hoard is kept at Ozurgeti Historical Museum.
According to M. Antadze, the coins are divided as follows:

I. 10 coins belong to Ahmet III, 7 out of them are struck at Constanti-
nople, 3 — at Misr. Nominal — para.

I1. 47 coins belong to Mahmud I. 19 out of them are struck at Misr, 27
— at Constantinople, 1 is worn. Nominal — para.

II1. 5 coins belong to Osman III. 4 out of them are struck at Constanti-
nople, 1 — at Misr. Nominal — para.

IV. There are many coins of Mustafa III. Out of them 54 are struck at
Islambul. 15 are worn. As to the number of coins struck at Misr, they are
presented by 59 samples. Nominal — para.
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V. There are 143 coins of Abdul Hamid in the hoard of Likhauri. 74 out
of thisnumber belong to Constantinople mint, 62 are struck at Misr, where-
as on other 7 samples the name of a mint is unreadable. Nominal — para.
The hoard, most probably, was buried in the 80s of the 18™ c.

8. Silver coins were found in 1975 in Mandaeti village (Chiatura dis-
trict) during land works. The hoard was divided among the finders. Ul-
timately 270 samples were assembled; 205 samples were handed over to
Chiatura Historical Museum, 35 — to Simon Janashia State Museum of
Georgia, 30 — to Kutaisi Museum of History and Ethnography. All the
coins from the hoard, except for one sample, are Ottoman and are struck
in the name of the following sultans: 1. Ahmet III (1703-1730), 2. Mah-
mud I (1730-1754), 3. Osman III (1754-1757), 4. Mustafa III (1757-1774),
5. Abdul Hamid I (1774-1789), 6. Selim I1I (1789-1807). There is also one
sirma vertskhli in the hoard, which is dated by A.H. 1203 (=1788/1789).
The coins are issued at the following mints: Constantinople, Islambul,
Misr and Tbilisi. There are two nominals in the hoard: para and kurus.
The chronological frame of the hoard is A.H. 1115-1203 (=1703/1704-
1788/1789). The hoard was most probably buried in late 18" c.

9. Hoard of the 17%-19% cc. Ottoman akges was found in 1831 near Ilo-
ri church (Ochamchire district). One part of the hoard was handed over
to the State Museum of Abkhazeti. Unfortunately, there is no information
what coins they were.

10. In December 1967 336 low-quality Ottoman coins were handed
over to the Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts, Moscow. The coins were
found in Abkhazeti. However, it is unknown, what coins the hoard con-
sisted of.

11. A hoard was found in 1876 near the church in Tskhemi village
(Zugdidi district). The hoard, along with 400 Ottoman coins (it is un-
known what coins they were), contained 115 kirmaneulis.

12. A hoard of small, low-quality silver money was found in the 1940s
in the outskirts of Kutiri village (Tsulukidze/Khoni district). According to
M. Antadze, the hoard was handed over to Simon Janashia State Museum
of Georgia in 1949.

Hoards of 17*-18" cc. Iranian coins found in West Georgia

1. A large hoard of silver coins and various items was found in 1909
near Ambrolauri. There were 2287 coins, out of which 948 were of large
size, 124 — mid-size and 1215 — small, with the overall weight up to 10,9
kg. One part of the coins from the military chancellery of Kutaisi was
handed over to the Hermitage, another part was given back to the find-
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er. Evg. Pakhomov in 1910 reviewed the hoard in the above-mentioned
chancellery and confirmed that it consisted of shah Abbas I's heavy ab-
basis which were struck at the mints of South Caucasus and Iran. Among
them were numerous samples struck at Tbilisi. Mid-size coins were the
Georgian imitations to the coins of Trebizond — kirmaneulis. Small size
coins had an elongated shape with a distorted Arabic legend, on one of
the coins there is a Muslim religious formula. In 1977 I. Dobrovolski pub-
lished 15 samples of this hoard from numismatic collection of the Hermit-
age. According to Evg. Pakhomov’s information, in 1930 near Ambrolauri
another hoard in a copper pot was found, which, as he thinks, is a part of
the hoard found earlier. Apart from this, hoard of 21 silver coins kept at
Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia, again according to Evg. Pakhomov,
should belong to Ambrolauri hoard. All the kirmaneulis are of late period
and pierced, which attests to the fact that by the time they were buried
they were not circulating. Abbasis were struck in the name of shah Abbas
I, whereas the name of a mint can be read on six samples (Zagemi, Tbilisi,
Tabriz). The date is not attested on any of them, but T. Kutelia thinks that
they were struck before 1617. Elongated coins resemble silver bistis of
Tahmasp I and are dated by 16™ c. The hoard was buried in early 17" c.

2. 36 silver abbasis found in Ratcha (without date of finding) are kept
at Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia. D. Kapanadze wrote in the in-
ventory book that these coins are a part of Ambrolauri hoard. T. Kutelia
agrees with this hypothesis. 36 heavy coins from the hoard are struck in
the name of shah Abbas I. The date A.H. 1020 (=1611/1612) is readable
only on one sample. The mints are as follows: Ardebil, Yerevan, Zagemi,
Ordu, Resht, Thilisi, Tabriz, Maksi. According to T. Kutelia, the hoard
belongs to the second decade of the 17" c.

3. 165 small elongated silver coins are kept at Simon Janashia Museum
of Georgia. Although exact place of their finding is unknown, T. Lomouri
thinks this hoard to be a part of the hoard of Ambrolauri. T. Kutelia agrees
with this suggestion. Evg. Pakhomov thought them to be imitations to
Tahmasp I's coins. On some of the coins T. Lomouri and T. Kutelia read a
date which refers to the reign of Tahmasp I.

4. A hoard of the 16™-17" cc. Ottoman and Iranian silver coins,
and kirmaneulis (total number 500 samples) was found in 1895, near Ku-
taisi. According to Evg. Pakhomov, the hoard was transmitted to the Cau-
casian Museum.

5. 17% ¢. Ottoman and Iranian small silver coins (total number 537)
were found in 1913 near Batumi, on top of Sameba hill, near the church
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(see the 17™ c. Ottoman coins, N°2). Among the coins there were 4 mah-
mudis and 1 shahi of shah Suleyman I (1667-1694). On one of the mah-
mudis there was a mint name, Tbilisi, and a date, A.H. 1098 (=1686/1687).

List of the 17*-18" cc. European coins found in West Georgia

1. 414 European silver coins (overall weight 8,5 kg.) were found in
1953 in Makharadze (Ozurgeti). The coins were in a copper vessel. 270
coins from the hoard were given to Simon Janashia Museum of Geor-
gia, whereas 144 samples — to Ozurgeti Historical Museum. According to
the contents, the hoard is divided into three parts: Austrian, Italian and
Spanish coins. The majority of the talers belongs to the Austrian arch-
dukes Ferdinand (1564-1595), Maximilian (1612-1618), Leopold (1619-
1632) and Emperors Rudolf IT (1576-1612) and Ferdinand II (1619-1637),
struck at Halle, Ensisheim, Gratz, etc. Italian talers, or ducatos and taleros
are srtuck in the name of doge Pasquale Cicogna (1585-1595), Ferdinan-
do I (1587-1608), Kosimo II (1608-1621) and Ferdinando II (1621-1670)
Medici. Spanish coins, struck both in Spain and Spain’s American colo-
nies, belong to Philip II (1556-1598), Philip III (1598-1621) and Philip IV
(1621-1665). The earliest coin, taler of archduke Ferdinand, is struck in
1564-1595, whereas the latest, peso of Philip IV —in 1628. The chrono-
logical frame of the hoard is established by 64 years. The hoard was buried
in the 20s of the 17* c.

2. A Dutch daalder, struck in 1652, was found in the 40s of the 19* c.
near Bombori village, Abkhazeti.

3. A hoard of the 17" c. European coins was found in the 10s of the
20" c. in Melekeduri village (Ozurgeti district). Among the coins, there
was one sample, which, according to Evg. Pakhomov, was a Spanish peso.

4. A Spanish peso (date is unknown) was found in 1942-1943 in Ku-
taisi.

5. 16™-17" cc. Spanish pesos were found in 1955 in Urta village
(Ochamchire district).

6. 17™ c. Spanish peso was found in 1959 near Lekhaindrao village
(Gegechkori/ Martvili district).

7.21 gold coins were found in November 1941 in Kutaisi, during con-
struction works in the Catholic church yard (see 18" c. Ottoman coins,
Nel). The hoard contains Venetian ducats (8 samples) and Ottoman al-
tuns (13 samples). The ducats are struck in the name of the following
doges: Giovanni Corner (1709-1722) — 4 samples, Sebastiano Mocenigo
(1722-1731) — 2 samples and Carlo Ruzini (1731-1735) — 2 samples. The
Ottoman altuns belong to the sultan Ahmet III (1703-1730) and Mah-
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mud I (1730-1754). The hoard was probably buried in the late 30s of the
18™ c.

8. Ducats of Alvise Mocenigo (1763-1779) were found in 1927 in Nei-
dorf village (Sokhumi district).

9. 33 European silver coins were found in 1954 in Zestaponi in the
nonferrous factory during land works. The hoard consists of Polish (30)
and Brandenburg-Prussian ortas. Polish coins are struck in 1621-1626 at
Bydgoszcz and Gdansk in the name of Sigismund III (1587-1632), whereas
the coins from Brandenburg-Prussia are struck in 1622-1624 at Crossen in
the name of the elector Georg Wilhelm (1619-1640). The chronological
range of the hoard is 5 years and it was buried after 1626.

10. A hoard of silver coins was found in 1958 in Chanchati village
(Lanchkhuti district) during agricultural works. The hoard includes 2 or-
tas of Sigismund IIT (1587-1632), struck in 1622-1623 at Bydgoszcz, 24
akces of Ahmet III (1703-1730) and 58 akces of Mahmud I (1730-1757)
(see 18th c. Ottoman coins, N°2). The hoard was buried in the second half
of the 18™ c.

11. A hoard of Polish coins was found in the 1900s in the outskirts
of Zedaubani village (Makharadze/Ozurgeti district), during agricultural
works. No specific information is provided in the scholarly literature.

12. A Polish silver coin was found in 1944 near Jaghira village (Tsalen-
jikha district).

13. A hoard of silver coins was found in 1945-1950 in Western Geor-
gia. The hoard was divided among the finders. Two samples were handed
over to the State Museum of Georgia. The coins belong to Sigismund III
and Georg Wilhelm of Brandenburg.

14. Orta of Sigismund III, dated by 1624, was found in 1950 in Nojik-
hevi village (Gegechkori/Martvili district).*

4 T. Dundua, G. Dundua. Catalogue of Georgian Numismatics. Part Four. Compiled by A.
Boshishvili, A. Tabuashvili, L. Tavadze, N. Phiphia, A. Chikobava, E. Avdaliani. Tb. 2015, pp.
119-131.
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