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Dedicated to the bright memory of my father, Guram Janashia/

Introduction

The study of mentality in modern historiography is an actual
problem. In general, in groups or individuals, spiritual values, beliefs
and traditions are formed, which ultimately creates the mentality of
society. The traditions and habits of the society are clearly visible here,
which are reflected in the spiritual and cultural self-awareness of this or
that nation.

Mentality is a determinant of the characteristics and identity of
a nation. Based on the above, the study of Georgian feudal relations is
inconceivable without mentality. Georgian feudal relations are well
studied in the scientific literature from a social point of view, but it
lacks the charm offered by the Western medievistic school.

The studies of the Western medievistic School are perfectly
presented in the works of academician R. Metreveli: 1. "Under the
Patronage of Clio" (Metreveli 1990:7-17), 2. "A small judgment after
reading book of Jacques Le Goff' “The Medieval Imagination’ (Metreveli
2009:331-348), which became a guide for our work. Our interest in the
issue was also caused by getting acquainted with the "Apology of
History" by Mark Block, a representative of the Western medievistic
School and the founder of Annales (Block 2014).

A Georgian example of mentality research is N. Vachnadze's
monographic work "Intellective system and moral ideal of Georgian
society" (Vachnadze 1998). From the point of view of mentality, R.
Labadze's work "Sin and fear are two aspects of the Georgian mental
model in the Middle Ages" is also interesting (Labadze 2006).
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The present paper represents the first attempt to understand the
unexplored problem of Tavaduri mentality in the Georgian scientific
literature of the late Middle Ages. In the research, we touch the
mentality of the society of the late Middle Ages, but we could not
ignore the discussion of the material contained in the Georgian written
sources, because the intellective system (mentality) of Georgians can be
found in almost the same aspect in the Middle Ages (in the era) in more
or less quantity and quality. The lack of scientific papers about the
research issue made the subject to be studied difficult, but very
interesting. That is why Georgian written sources turned out to be the
most important in the research process.

Based on the analysis of the historical poem "Didmouraviani"
by the metropolitan of Tbilisi Ioseb Tbileli and other Georgian written
sources, the research provides a study of various issues of the Georgian
Tavaduri mentality in the XVII century Georgia: such as love for the
motherland, recognition of the supremacy of the king's authority and
loyalty to it, prioritization of personal interests, religion, education and
the influence of the role of upbringing in the formation of an
individual. Also here are discussed some details of Ioseb Tbileli's
biography, his mental views as a clergyman, the importance of Satavado
and the study of lineages in Georgian historiography, the history of
Aragvi Saeristao at the turn of the XVI and XVI centuries.

The work consists of: an introduction, three chapters and a
conclusion. An comprehensive English summary and verified literature

are attached.
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Chapter I. Research problem - Sources and historiography of the
question of mentality
§ 1. Review of sources.

The main written sources for our research are:

1. History of the XVII century historian Parsadan Gorgijanidze
(1926).

2. Works of Georgian historians of the XVIII century: "Akhali
Kartlis Tskhovreba/Life of New Kartli" (Beri Egnatashvili 1959) and
"Description of the Kingdom of Georgia" (Vakhushti Batonishvili 1973).
In the work, we have also discussed other Georgian written sources:
"Life of Vakhtang Gorgasli" (Juansheri 1955); "The life and statement of
the Bagratonians" (Sumbat son of David, 1990); Two historians of
Tamar (XII century): "Istoriani and Azmani Sharavandedtani" (Istoria-
ni...1959), "Life of the King of the Kings Tamar" (Basili Ezosmosodari
1959); The Chronicler (The Chronicler 1959). "The Life of Grigol Khan-
dzeteli" (Giorgi Merchule 1986); "History of Catholicism among Geor-
gians" (Tamarashvili 1902); "The Antiquity of Georgia" (Takaishvili
1909); Georgian historical documents of the IX-XIII centuries. (Shoshi-
ashvili 1984); "Gujrebi" (Khakhanashvili 1891); Monuments of legal
power: Monuments of Georgian law (Dolidze 1970, 1972), "Deal of the
King" (we used two editions: (Takaishvili 1920); (Surguladze 1970);
New Testament (New Testament 1963); Psalms and Prayers (Psalms
and Prayers 2016); loane Batonishvili — ,Kalmasoba/Penmanship“
(Ioane Batonishvili 1948).

We also use foreign written sources: 1. "Sources about Georgia
and the Caucasus" by the XVI-XVII century Turkish historian Ibrahim
Pechev (Ibrahim Pechev 1964); 2. "Cuomenust Poccuu ¢ Kasksom/Rela
tions between Russia and the Caucasus” by S. Belokurov (Belokurov

1889); 3. We have used two editions of the 17th century Armenian
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historian Arakel Davrizhetsi's "Book of Histories" (Davrizhetsi 1974);
(Japmxen; 1973) (translated from Armenian into Russian by
Khalralian).

Arakel Davrizhetsi's work "Book of Histories" is considered as a
reliable source, like most Armenian historians, Arakel Davrizhetsi was
also a clergyman. He was collecting materials, manuscripts for his "Book
of Histories ", listened to and wrote stories. He traveled to both Eastern
and Western countries. The Chapters 9-12 of the book is especially
dedicated to Georgia and describes the political and economic situation
in detail created in Kartli-Kakheti as a result of the conquest wars of
Shah Abbas I (1587-1629). Our observations and analysis revealed a
number of inaccuracies: a) According to Arakel Davrizhetsi: Shah
Tahmasp took "King of Tbilisi Simon-Khan the Great (we are talking
about King Simon I of Kartli in 1556-1600) daughter and brother in
hostage." 1. Simon's brother David (David IX - Daud Khan 1564-1578)
himself now declared allegiance to Shah Tahmasp in Qazvin in 1561,
offered his service, and changed his religion too. 2. Georgian historians
Beri Egnatashvili (XVIII century), Vakhushti Batonishvili (XVIII
century), Parsadan Gorgisdjanisdze (XVII century) do not confirm this
fact. We find this information only with Arakel Davrizhetsi, otherwise
Georgian historians do not hide such facts and their information seems
more credible than that of Arakel Davrizhetsi. b) The story of the royal
household of Kakheti is also told with a number of inaccuracies that
Giorgi, the son of King Alexander II of Kakheti (1578-1605), killed his
older brother King David of Kakheti. In fact, Giorgi Batonishvili did not
kill his older brother David, he died suddenly of natural causes. Also,
according to Arakel Davrizhetsi, King Alexander II voluntarily ceded

the royal throne to his eldest son David, in fact David seized the royal
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power. c) Arakel Davrizhetsi has no information that Alexander II had
other children besides David and Giorgi. According to Beri Egnata-
shvili, King Alexander II of Kakheti had 6 children in total: 5 sons,
Erekle, David, Giorgi, Constantine, Rostom and one daughter Nestan-
Darejan. d) Arakel Davrizhetsi also has no reference to a topic such as
Shirvan's problem in his "Book of Histories". e) There is also an inaccu-
racy with Arakel regarding the name of Queen Ketevan. He refers to
Ketevan as "Mariam" and not Ketevan. We think if St. Ketevan Kartveli
was called by "Mariam", it should have been first of all recorded in the
poem "Torture of Queen Ketevan" by King Teimuraz I (1605-1648), son
of Queen Ketevan. The name "Mariam" is also not mentioned in
Georgian written sources: in Beri Egnatashvili’s (XVIII c.), Vakhushti
Batonishvili’s (XVIII), and Parsadan Gorgisdjanisdze’s (XVII c.) sources.
f) For the first time, there is an accusation against Arakel Davrizhetsi
that Giorgi Saakadze allegedly advised Shah Abbas I of Iran (1578-1629)
to conquer Georgia in winter and also, in order to make the impassable
forest easy to cross, by the advice of G. Saakadze, the forest was cut
down with axes and various means. However, other invaders have used
the method of cutting down forests, orchards and vineyards before,
even Tamerlane. So Shah-Abbas should have known this as a rule, he
would not have needed the advice of Giorgi Saakadze in this matter.
This information was later reflected in Georgian historiography: with
Beri Egnatashvili (XVIII century) and Vakhushti Batonishvili (XVIII
century). The opinions of the named Georgian historians are also
tendentious, because Shah-Abbas I (1587-1629) had his own plans
towards Georgia. Shah Abbas was not a politician who acted according
to someone ideas, he understood well that if Russia set foot in Georgia,

then Iran would lose the whole Transcaucasia, and King Teimuraz I of

232



Kakheti pursued the policy of his grandfather Alexander II (1574-1605).
Thus, the connection of Kakheti with Russia irritated the Shah of Iran
and his actions were conditioned by this towards the Georgian
kingdoms and not at the advice and request of G. Saakadze. In our
opinion, it is not excluded that Beri Egnatashvili had in his possession
the "Book of Histories" of the Armenian historian Arakel Davrizhetsi,
especially when his book was published in 1669 in Amsterdam. One of
the reasons for the inaccuracy is the fact that the work was created
several decades later. In Arakeli's work, the narration of the news about
Georgia ends in 1622, and as for the information about G. Saakadze,
Arakeli relies on the heard stories, which in some cases are not
accurate. This inaccuracy is recorded with Georgian historians Beri
Egnatashvili, as well as Vakhushti Batonishvili. It is also possible that all
three historians had one common source (Ts. Janashia 2016:125-130).

It is impossible to imagine a qualifying topic and epoch without
the artistic work of King Poet Archil. Against the background of the
XVII century, his concepts for the Georgian society are analyzed, which
are given in the poem "Dialogue between Teimuraz and Rustaveli', as

well as in "Georgian Morality" (e.g., moral education and other issues).

§ 2. The issue of mentality in the modern historiography

Mentality involves a wide range of cognition. In addition to
examining the economy and socio-political factors from a historical
point of view, it is necessary to outline the Intellective system of a
human and society. In this case, their actions seem very interesting:
fury and explosion, despair, sudden spiritual changes, on which the
political situation of the country often depends.

According to M. Bloch: ‘The subject of history is a human. It is
better if we say humans. Human has changed a lot mentally, his
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hygiene, his nutrition has changed, however there must be something
in human nature and human society that is permanent, without which
the very names of people and the names of societies would mean
nothing. If we study their reactions in a specific case of a period of
time... "For a long time, the historian has been a kind of judge of the
underground kingdom®.

In terms of mentality, R. Metreveli’s view is interesting, in
which the problems in modern Western medievistics are underlined: 1.
A general issue in the history of mentality. Attention is paid to how
deep traces the culture of a particular epoch has left on the structure of
the human personality, to the extent to which the perception and
behavior of the individual were interrelated with the social, rank and
material reality of his particular functioning. 2. Specifics of human
behavior. Men, women, children, elders - these are the different
"classes” of human personality. It is their difference - similarity issues,
peculiarities of life in different medieval countries - is an important
direction of Western medievistics. 3. Global research of knighthood. A
complete picture of the world of knighthood reveals and understands
the system of behavior of medieval centuries. 4. Historical demogra-
phics play an essential role, playing an extremely important role for
"Great history" (Metreveli 1990:11-14).

A Georgian example of mentality research is N.Vachnadze's
monographic work " Intellective system and moral ideal of Georgian
society". The chronological framework of the work covers the V-X
centuries, where morality is defined as a philosophical category and it is
understood as a constituent of mentality and one of the determining
factors. The research uses the methods available in Western medievistics.
By observing the Georgian hagiographic texts, the stages of the pre-
Christian thinking of the Georgian society have been revealed
(Vachnadze 1998).

Historian R. Labadze studied such aspects of mentality as sin
and fear in the medieval periods. Taking into account French medie-
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vistics, he analyzed the problem of sin and fear in medieval Georgian
society. The work presents the variations of the Day of Judgment in
Georgian literature of the medieval periods, as well as in iconography.
The researcher has justified the given topic of supplications as the forgi-
veness-tolerance of sins and mentions that it occupies a special place in
the Georgian intellective system of the medieval ages (Labadze 2006).

Regarding the issue of mentality, the historian ]. Samushia's
point of view is interesting, the scientist discusses the characteristics of
a leader, he shares the point of view of the action of the "I" concept of
the leader recognized in political psychology (in most cases), for which
the starting point is the principle of self-awareness, that is, how he
thinks and perceives himself and his role in the society, in the
environment with which he interacts. A person's awareness of himself
and his place has several aspects, the most important of which are the
understanding of "I" and the special ability of self-awareness. At the
early stage of a leader's formation, at the level of consciousness, he is
separated from the society. It means, that the leader acquires faith, finds
distinguishing characteristics in himself, which are characteristic only
for him, he is the only bearer of all this. This leads to the formation of a
feeling of specialness in him. This particularity can be caused by many
factors. In his own opinion, if we take into account the mentality of the
Middle Ages, such could be origin, belief in a special mission from God,
religious fanaticism, intelligence and others (Samushia 2018: 213-214).

Traditionally, the historian researched and researches, prima-
rily, socio-political issues, because the historian is closely related to fact
- time and place. Nowadays, the level of development of science faces
different demands for researchers, a change in the methodological
approach to research, the issue of mutual synthesis of socio-economic
systems and mental structures, during which mental values will be
revealed, are on the agenda.
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Chapter II. The issue of ancestral research in the modern
historiography

The author of ‘Didmouraviani’ Ioseb Tbileli, as well as Giorgi
Saakadze, the main character of the poem, were representatives of the
Saakadze family. This conditioned our interest in the historiographical
representation of Georgian feudal lineages.

Based on the above, this chapter is presented with three sub-
chapters: 1. Nikoloz Berdzenishvili - researcher of Satavado (County), 2.
Study of separate Satavados (Counties) in Georgian historiography (two
points of view about this issue), 3. At the turn of the XVI-XVII
centuries, the Aragvi Saeristao (Duchy).

§ 1. Nikoloz Berdzenishvili - a researcher of Satavado (County).

The issue of Seniors / Satavado (County) of late medieval feudal
Georgia was one of the main research problems in academician
N. Berdzenishvili's scientific work. He also gave us a scientific definition:
‘Satavado is a separate organization in a defined area, members of the
feudal family live separately within this area, they may have personal
("domestic" "family") property, real estate ("own", "individual"), but all
members of a given feudal family have general ancestral property
(Sakhaso (demesne)), castles and etc. The business of seniority or
Satavado is administered by a Tavadi, he appears in the name of the
Satavado in front of the king and other Tavadis. In addition, Satavado is
a military unit, it assigns a certain number of troops, directly comman-
ded by the Tavadi. From the XIII century the process of disintegration
of Georgia into kingdoms begins, a struggle takes place between the
central government and the kings-Tavadis, in which the feudal lord
becomes socially and politically stronger. Each Satavado ("feudal house
of Seniors") aspires to full political independence, sovereignty, state-
hood. They became more and more limited to the interests of their
Satavado, they gradually lost their understanding of public interests.
Nevertheless, they still fought in support of the king in the fight for
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national freedom. N. Berdzenishvili considered the Satavado since 1954
as the result of a deadlock at a certain stage in the history of Georgia
and not a progressive event.

In conclusion, we must state that the merit of N. Berdzenishvili
in the study of the Georgian Satavado (County) is great.

§ 2. Study of individual Satavado in Georgian historiography
(two points of view about this issue).

In 1938, after the publication of academician N. Berdze-
nishvili's work "Essay on the history of the development of feudal
relations in Georgia (XIII_XVI centuries)", the study of individual
Satavado of Georgia began in the 1940s of XX century. A number of
scientists continued to research the issue: N. Asatiani (Asatiani 1959:27-
56), D. Berdzenishvili (D. Berdzenishvili 1960:95-110), V. Gabashvili
(Gabashvili 1958), M. Dumbadze (Dumbadze 1957), D. Gvritishvili
(Gvritishvili 1942; 1955), O. Soselia (O. Soselia 1942; 1944; 1947), G.
Jamburia (Jamburia 1955; 1970:3-33; 2007: 121-161), S. Janashia
(Janashia 1952a: 450-463; Janashia 1952 b:464-484), M. Kikodze Kiko-
dze 1952); (Kikodze 1963:96-113), L.Muskhelishvili (Muskhelishvili
1940:23-46), N.Shoshiashvili (Shoshiashvili 1966:7-75) and others.

In 2007 in the collection - "Issues of Georgian Feudalism" was
published by G. Jamburia scientific article "On the issue of Satavado."
For G. Jamburia N. Asatiani’s opinion is unacceptable that Satavados
were not in Kakheti before the XVIII century (Jamburia 2007:121-161).
According to N. Asatiani: “During the period of the emergence of
Satavado in Kartli and western Georgia, which led to the emergence of
Satavado, they didn’t exist in Kakheti reality. The internal political
situation of the XVI century and the changes in the sphere of state
structure, which took place here at the end of the XV century, played a
big role in this (it refers to the reforms carried out by the last king of
united Georgia, George VIII, and later by the first king of Kakheti), as a
result of which the king's central government was stronger in Kakheti
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than in other parts of Georgia. According to N. Asatiani: “The basis on
which the Satavado of Kartli is based is the common ancestral
ownership of the land. Such a situation could have arisen in order to
maintain the "union" (Asatiani 1959:27-56) of the feudal house or to
restore the old unity after the "separation" ("union"). G. Jamburia
appreciates the understanding of Satavado differently: ‘Satavado, first of
all, is the land of the Tavadji, it does not matter whether it is divided or
undivided, big or small. Its defining characteristic is the form of land
ownership, the nature of land ownership, which can be called the
‘Tavaduri Form’ of land ownership. It is the nature of land ownership
that distinguishes Tavadi and Satavado from their estates. Due to the
unity of the territory and the dispersal of the slave-land, N. Asatiani
considers the existence of the Satavado suspicious in the Vachnadziant
ancestral house. G. Jamburia does not consider "unity of the territory"
to characterize the Satavado either. Neither military unit is considered
to define "Satavado’ by the scientist. The same should be said of castles
and churches and monasteries (Jamburia 1970:3-33; 2007:121-161).

§ 3. Aragvi Saeristao (Duchy) at the turn of the XVI-XVII
centuries

We rely on the classical concept of Satavado by Nikoloz
Berdzenishvili. We mentioned this opinion in our earlier publication
(Ts. Janashia 2002:157-165).

Aragvi Saeristao (Duchy) is characterized by all the socio-
political features of its neighboring Satavado. Unlike them, Aragvi
Saeristao aspires to obviously more independence. He has a claim on a
number of lands in Kakheti or "Kakheti lands". Aragvi Saeristao, as a
certain territorial unit, existed earlier and was part of the Kartli
Saeristao. At the beginning of the XVII century, Russian ambassadors
provided information about the Aragvi Saeristao. It is clear from their
information that Nugzar Eristavi of Aragvi Saeristao is a vassal of the
King of Kakheti at the moment, but he felt quite independent. The
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ambassadors considered Aragvi Saeristao to be an integral part of
Kakheti. Eristavi aimed to make his dominion known to the Russian
king through ambassadors as an independent entity. During the
ambassadorship of 1604-1605, Mikheil Tatishchev and Andria Ivanov
presented Boris Godunov's diplomas and greetings to Nugzar Eristavi
(Duke). This behavior of Aragvi Eristavi was a striving for more
independence, which expressed the mentality of the feudal society of
that time. A foreign source directly indicates that the "patrons" of the
Aragvi Eristavi were the kings of Kakheti, but when did the Aragvi
Saeristao become vassals of Kakheti king, Georgian written sources do
not directly inform us about it. However, the analysis of the same
sources showed that the transition of Aragvi Saeristao to the servitude
of the King of Kakheti took place in 1569-1574, when Kartli was ruled
by Daud-Khan. Aragvi Saeristao is seen in the enslavement of Kakheti
before the death of Alexander II (till 1605). It was still part of Kartli
during the invasions of Shah Abbas I. (Ts. Janashia 2002:160-164).

Chapter III. The issue of Tavaduri mentality in the XVII century
Georgia according to Ioseb Tbileli's "Didmouraviani"

8. 1. For clarification of one detail of the biography of Ioseb
Tbileli (Saakadze).

Ioseb Thileli (Saakadze) is one of the great representatives of
Georgian poetry of the Renaissance. According to Platon Ioseliani, the
first biographer of Tbileli, Ioseb was the grandson of Didi (Great)
Mouravi (feudal lord). Z. Chichinadze, E. Takaishvili, A. Khakhana-
shvili shared this point of view. G. Leonidze considers Ioseb Tbileli as
Giorgi Saakadze's nephew. S. Tsaishvili thought that Tbileli was not the
son of G. Saakadze. However, at the same time, he does not consider
the brotherhood to be finally approved either. In some manuscripts
Ioseb Thileli is mentioned as Babatashvili. According to R. Pirtskha-
lashvili: for two and a half centuries, there were no branches within the
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Mouravishvili family. Mouravishvili, Tarkhnishvili, Tarkhan-Mouravi
are one and the same branch. R. Pirtskhalayshvili considered Baba-
Shioshi to be a contemporary of Giorgi Saakadze's son Ioram. Resea-
rchers consider Toseb Thileli to be Archil's teacher (Kekelidze, Pirtskha-
laishvili S. Gvaramadze, S. Lortkipanidze). We share this view, but
what was the point of Ioseb Thileli’s "teaching"? In our point of view,
understanding a teacher is not just a narrow understanding. We think
that Ioseb Thileli was also the spiritual teacher of Archil, not only for
him, but the whole royal family. Our assumption that Ioseb Thbileli
should be Archil's teacher is indicated by the following: “loseb taught
me a book full of sacred wonders. We think that the "book full of sacred
wonders ..." should be nothing but the Holy Scriptures (the same Holy
Four Gospels or the ‘Gospel’, the Holy Book for Georgians and all
Orthodox) and its teaching for Archil could have been done by his
spiritual teacher, Ioseb Tbileli. In our opinion, the following excerpt,
which we read in loane Batonishvili’s Kalmasoba (Go for Search),
should also indicate the profound scholarly of Ioseb Tbileli: ‘Toseb
Tbileli, bishop, son of Saaka (Saakadze), was a philosopher and very
experienced in Scriptures, beloved one of Kings and a Nation. He
composed many Quatrains, easy to listen to. He had a good life.” We
think that the ‘experienced in Scriptures’ mentioned here is nothing
more than St. Letter, which once again proves that Ioseb Thileli is the
spiritual teacher of King Archil.

§. 2. The mental point of views of Ioseb Tbileli.

XVII century poet loseb Tbileli is one of the representatives of
the old Georgian literature of the Renaissance. His poem "Didmo-
uraviani' is an important historical source. It is conceivable that the
defining factor of his activity and mentality is that he became a clergy-
man. In his poem he formulates universal high moral ideas. Against the
background of examples, the whole poem shows what a Christian
Georgian should be like with his mental worldview. We think that
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Thileli was not a direct descendant of the Didi (Great) Mouravi (feudal
lord) and therefore the poet should have had a deeper view of the
content from an impartial point of view. The basis of Georgian worl-
dview is Christianity, the church in our country was a mainstay of
unity. Ioseb Thileli, as a clergyman, seems to have fought to the end
with his deeds and words for this unity. It was acceptable to him:

»You have been brave, you will win."

It is said that those who die for kings go to heaven,

Whatever a man creates for his lord, wherever he goes, he will meet
his deeds!”

The "Regulations of the Royal Household" represents a feudal
monarchy headed by a king. It is noteworthy that according to the
monument the king is endowed with the signs of a supernatural being.
He is righteous of God, and this is clearly evidenced by the custom of
the palace, which was adopted by monarchs in Western Europe during
the period of absolutism. According to the monument, the king is in
charge of all ecclesiastical and secular activities. During the church
holiday (Baptizing) ,all Christian men are coming'. We think, most
likely, Tavadi himself should have had the whole above-mentioned
ceremony like a king. From arranging the palace to morning and
evening services, celebrating church holidays and more. But on a
smaller scale, because he is not the king of the country, although every
"Semi-Sovereign" since the XV century is a king of his own territory
with his own thinking (mentality). The management of the Tavadi’s
estates was arranged in imitation of the royal household. Of course, not
all Tavadi had the same number of servants. The great Tavadis had a
more complex office of servants. Ioseb Tbileli, a clergyman, was seeing
the idea of Georgian unity in the faithful service of the king. This unity
was to determine the Tavaduri mentality: victory over the lord (patron)
was not acceptable. The king is the owner of the Tavadi, and the Tavadi
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is the owner of the Nobleman and servant-peasant. Tbileli's ideal
person is like this:

It is an order that the servant shall not prevail against his master.
Even if the master lies, the the servant must still be defeated,
his sword will be worn out by wrestling with the master®.

But the lord (in this case the king too) had to see the loyalty of
his servant, to protect him from the greedy and envious people. The
king often could not do this even in the late Middle Ages, because the
king often became the doer of the will of the feudal lords involuntarily:

»Some Bagratovans do not remember kindness;
More you do, less they listen,
They listen to the words of the telltale, who is full of jealous!“

Ioseb Thileli means Giorgi Saakadze in this case and he is heart-
broken for his underestimation. In our view, the strength of a country
depended not only on economic foundations but also on the spiritual
and emotional well-being of each individual, including the Tavadis
themselves. N. Berdzenishvili discussion about the issue of "Related
Persons" was quite interesting for, insofar as it is an accompanying
process and one of the characteristic aspects of the Georgian feudal
society and especially of the thinking system and mental state of the
late medieval Georgian feudal society. Academician N. Berdzenishvili’s
point of view of, though ‘Related Persons’ are not vassals of Saakadze,
but they are still equally dependent on Mouravi. It is true that ‘Related
Persons’ to Saakadze are loyal to the king, but they are also "close" to
Mouravi. And in case of a conflict between the king and Mouravi, they
may also find themselves on Saakadze's side. The ,,Related Persons” may

also remain loyal to the king. Become relative by marriage or a family
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member or being related person in other ways was based on highly
socio-political foundations and frugality. Recalling the above-mentio-
ned opinions of N. Berdzenishvili, we would like to say here: it is true
that such things do not happen without the interaction of socio-polit-
ical interests, but these aspects must also be based on and also derived
from the spiritual and natural condition of the people who are members
of this society. After all, each of them also creates a society, and to some

extent, this is where the mentality is formed.

§8.3. The issue of religion in the Tavaduri mentality.

In the way of struggle for Georgianness, society's attitude
towards religion was of great importance.

The Georgian Apostolic Church has made a great contribution
to the salvation of Georgia and the Georgian nation. From the XVI cen-
tury, Samtskhe-Saatabago and Adjara were religiously separated from
their motherland, but they still preserved their Georgianness and Geor-
gian spirit. There were 13 episcopal flocks in Samtskhe-Saatabago. Sam-
tskhe-Saatabago governors in Meskheti tried to maintain the Georgian
socio-political system and Christian faith in the region for a long time,
but Turkey did not make concessions. Georgians still called Akhaltsikhe
Pasha Atabeg during the XVII-XVIII centuries, and the country was
called Saatabago, Atabeg community, or Georgia beyond Georgia, it was
just a tradition. "Akhaltsikhe Pasha Gate" could not be transformed
suddenly and in the beginning, Sapar-Pasha and Yusuf-Pasha's family
members were Christians and had their own confessor. At the same
time, however, the upper classes begin to gradually convert to Islam.

In the 60s of the XVII century there was only one episcopate in
the territory of the old Samtskhe-Saatabago. For the feudal lords, Islam
was inevitable. Often parents and children, sisters and brothers in
different families had different beliefs. If Giorgi Avalishvili, in the gorge
at the beginning of the XVIII century was a Christian Georgian, his
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brother in the village of Logatkhevi in Samtskhe was Muslim. In the
last years of the XVIII century, at least one part of the members of the
Muslim Atabeg-Pashas of Akhaltsikhe were Christians.

The Georgian language played a crucial role in preserving
Georgianness in this region. The preservation of the language was
undertaken by Georgian women, mainly mothers. It is conceivable that
the Christian faith has created its own moral for people living in feudal
society. Morality is a philosophical category considered in modern
special literature as a component and determinant of mentality.
Perseverance, devotion, keeping one's word, to tell the truth were the
main virtues that people of this era should have, what was required of a
man, a professional warrior, a military aristocracy in Georgia. Faithful
service to kings meant service to the country and to the Christian faith.
Sumbat Davitis-dze, a historian of the Bagrationi family, has a record of
the divine origin of the Bagrationi.

We read the following in loseb Tbileli’s writings:

»Do you know that serfdom is from heaven?
We see Solomon and David with our own eyes as Kings
As a slave service, the slave was kept with the patron®.

We can easily draw parallels between Holy Scripture: Slaves,
obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of
heart, just as you would obey Christ’. The relationship between the
king and the Tavadi should have been built on mutual love and respect,
according to the Holy Book and it was taught to all Georgians, in
general, to all Christians. We think that often, this teaching was
ignored due to circumstances. One of the main defining features of the
Satavado were the churches-monasteries located in the Satavado area.
The Royal temple would be next to all the dwellings in the castle-
tower. It is conceivable that after the night and the dawn prayers, their
daily life began. (Ts. Janashia 2011:154-166).
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XVII century is prominent by the multiplicity of martyrs of
Christ. Apostolic Orthodox Church of Georgia was the only national
stronghold of the Georgian people, the people fighting the Muslim
empires, so it was unacceptable for Turkey and Iran. Rostom-Khan
(1633-1658) showed a certain loyalty to the Georgian Church. At the
time of Rostom, the Georgian Church lost its advantage over other
Christian denominations and became equal to others. Rostom was also
obliged to pay special attention and care to the Armenian Church, as
the Armenian Church in Persia was given every privilege. Part of the
society of that time also became a carrier of Armenianophilic
tendencies. The chronicler attributes the era of Rostom's reign to the
degradation of the Tavaduri mentality and the degeneration of
»manners“ and ,morals“. According to the chronicler Beri Egnatashvili:
»At that time, all rules and laws were abolished in Kartli. Everything
was Kizilbash, drinking and eating, coquettish and everything was
treated according to the rule of Kizilbash. The country has been
plagued by lies and uncleanness, sin by Sodom and Gomorrah,
prostitution and confusion. No one cared for the soul. From here, the
Tavadis began to buy slaves, and sin multiplied®.

We see a notice in Vakhushti Batonishvili’s work that this part
of the Georgians even considered it a shame to receive Holy Commu-
nion: , At that time his communion with the blood of God was a
disgrace to us“. Contrary to this, the whole universal ideals were
formed by both loseb Tbileli and Archil, who contributed to the
awakening of morality, nationality and patriotism in the Georgian
society of that time: ,It is always better to do a divine work, which is
already the rule of the Christian man” — considers Archil. It is very
challenging and difficult to write or talk about past centuries,
personalities, their individual actions. For example, Zaal Aragvi Eristavi,
towards whom there is a different point of view in Georgian historio-
graphy, a big conspiracy was organized against Rostom-Khan in 1642.
The aim of the insurgents was to kill Rostom and make Teimuraz king
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on the royal throne of Kartli. It is noteworthy that Zaal Aragvi Eristavi
stands next to Catholicos Evdemon Diasamidze, a holy martyr who
fought for Christianity and was martyred. His mentality in this case
should be assumed to be Georgian. Rostom put down the uprising and
demanded that the Georgian aristocracy go to Khan for reconciliation.
Zaal Eristavi could not find another way. Rostom sent him to Khan, he
was forced to change religion, and he became Eristavi of Aragvi. It is
probable that by doing so, Zaal directly challenged the claimant to the
next throne, as the future King of Kartli was not good for the Shah of
Iran. We also think that Zaal Eristavi formally recognized Islam.
Kakheti had unprecedented hard days before the Bakhtrioni uprising.
Settled Turkmen gradually occupied the fertile valleys of Ivri and
Alazani. Georgian feudal lords lost the right to own land. Kakheti was
divided into two parts, the division was handed over to Beglar-Beg of
Karabakh Murtaza-Kuli-Khan and the ruler of Nakhichevan Ali-Kuli-
Khan Kengerlu. The establishment of "Kizilbash Rule" not only remo-
ved the socio-economic or political basis of the country, but also aimed
at the elimination of the Orthodox Christian faith in the country,
which would greatly contribute to the assimilation and change of
mentality of the Georgian people. Zaal Eristavi was considered a loyal
person of the Persians. He was also appointed an advisor to the ruling
Khans of Kakheti. But Zaal could see the real intentions of the enemy
and the disastrous consequences of domination for the country.
According to Georgian historians (Vakhushti Batonishvili, Beri Egnata-
shvili - the references of both historians are almost the same): ‘This
brought the enemy and invaded inside and outside Kakheti and they
conquered Bakhtrioni, Alaverdi and destroyed the holy church. . . And
one day a priest was coming to Kakheti, he was captured by the Tatars,
tortured and killed. They told Zaal: "Kakheti believes in you and we
expect a worthy answer from you’. We think that the fact of insulting
priest should have caused great anger in Zaal. This fact turned out to be
completely unacceptable for the Georgian Tavadis, which became a
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reason for the Bakhtrioni uprising of 1660. We also think that he
should have spent all the money to prepare for the uprising, because as
a result of the invasions of Kakheti Shah Abbas I (1614-1617) this part
of Georgia was severely razed and destroyed. In the furious struggle for
the protection of religion, the power of example was of paramount
importance. Sacrifice for a friend, for the homeland was a sacrifice for
Christ, and conversely, they also realized that death was inevitable for a
mortal man, and they should not be afraid of it. Bidzina Cholokashvili
says great words of encouragement to Shalva and Elizbar Ksani
Eristavis, who we read in the life of Beri Egnatashvili in Akhali Kartli:
‘Do not be afraid, but surrender yourselves to death for our Christ, for
no one can resist death. Behold, this is the time to enter into the
kingdom. Together they acknowledged the faith of Christ and rejected
the law of Muhammad".

§ 4. Some issues of upbringing according to Ioseb Tbileli's
"Didmouraviani" in XVII century Georgia

A peculiar form of suzerain-vassal attitude was the courtesy or
upbringing of the royal family in feudal Georgia. The historian of
Vakhtang Gorgasali, Juansher (XI century), says in his narration: ‘Then
Vakhtang, full of grief mourned the corpse of Saurmagi, like his
brother’s. Because he grew up with him. He was loyal, trustworthy and
kind’. The institution of "brought-up and reared" can be seen in both
western and eastern Georgia. "Bringing up-courtesy" also took place
with the clergy. In the letter to the Catholicos-Patriarch St.
Melchisedek to the Mtskheta Cathedral, we read: "I reported it to my
foster father, Bagrat Kurapalati and they made me invincible and gave
me the strength to be invincible." Davit Agmashenebeli, as his historian
tells us, is "a co-brought up" of Chkondideli-Mtsignobartukhutsesi. He
was also her "educator". The "Institute of courtesy" should have been
not only at the royal court, but also in the house of the great feudal
lords. Its meaning changes over time. In the era of the power of the
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central government, the faithful knights grow, and later, in the period
of weakening of the king, the institution of ‘brought-up and reared"
contributes to the disintegration. Each prince is accompanied by more
or less "brought-up and reared" persons. And like institution of the
"Related Persons" is characteristic of the feudal relations of the Middle
and Late Ages. At the royal household, together with the sons of the
lords, the future slave/servant mastered the "short code of feudal
etiquette, the culture of the "The Knight in the Panther’s Skin®. Accor-
ding to the Georgian law monument, Giorgi Saakadze calls Beruka
Javakhishvili "raised like his own child". We think that in the XVII
century Didi Mouravi should have been raised by his wife's brother
Zurab Aragyvi Eristavi, who received military training and taught "brave
morality", which is told by Beri Egnatashvili. ‘Somehow, Mouravi
raised Zurab, a little boy, and they were very loyal to each other and
they said that if they broke up with each other, then things would end
badly, and that's why they stood by each other’. We read in Tbileli:

»1 told Zurab, what you know is all I have taught,
the master does not want to compete with his apprentice.
When I am no more, the one who is needed will come®.

When Zurab Aragvi Eristavi found himself in King Teimuraz's
camp after the Marabda War because of his views and personal
interests, he was offended by Mouravi. Here, loyalty and obedience
between the educator and the brought up person seem to be violated:
"And Zurab Eristavi was glorified and no longer blamed Mouravi, and
he was also the son-in-law of Teimuraz. Mouravi was offended by his
indifference, he did not mention it anymore and they envy each other"-
Beri Egnatashvili informs us. We see a similar thing in Ioseb Tbileli's
poem:

»Zurab said: You are loving and a good friend,
there was no grudge between us.
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But I went to the master and stood with him as a commander*

We think they acted as both were dictated by their own views,
wills, minds, thoughts, and interests. Ioseb Thbileli especially mentions
that Giorgi Saakadze's supporters were "brought up" by him, despite
their social origin. The main characteristic of them should have been
"knowledge of heroic morals™

»1 used to know a good man

A person of low class does not want enmity,

To whom I told that he had the joy of manhood,

I decorated him with a new horse and weapon instead of the old one®.

The teaching of feudal morality is artistically represented in
King Archil's “Morality of Georgia“. From the same work it can be seen
that "heroic morality" was also "using a sword", "jumping game",
"throwing spear" and others. The organization of military affairs
directly reflects the level of socio-economic development of the society,
as well as the mental appearance. Hunting has been associated with
military affairs since ancient times.

During the hunt, they learned various military maneuvers. In
medieval Europe, as well as in Georgia, "high hunting" was one of the
elements of "feudal morality" and "politeness". It was particularly
characterized by a knightly community. Georgian sources mention
many good hunters, including the Didi Mouravi Giorgi Saakadze. After
the collapse of the United Kingdom of Georgia, the unified state
hunting deal was broken. Due to the disruption of the unified army-
hunt, the function of minister at court (in old Georgia) passed into the
hands of chief falconer. We think that the hunting grounds of
developed feudalism were arranged by the Tavadi like kings. How this
issue was dealt with the Aznavours is not clearly shown. In the XVII
century, the Georgian military leader Giorgi Saakadze also has a large
hunting forest near the village of Ugudeti. It is true that G. Saakadze is
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an eminent at the moment, but if we look at his land, he is not inferior
to the realm of Satavado. The growth of his estates was at the expense of
neighboring Satavados. We think he would have arranged the regalia of
the hunting grounds in the same way as the Tavadi. For the mentality
of the Tavadi, this was completely unacceptable:

»He had such a large army that he was not able formatting
it in the fields and the valleys,
He does not present himself as a serfdom, nor to thank someone®.

This is our point of view of some issues of the Tavaduri mentality.
(Ts. Janashia 2013:106-113)

Conclusion

The study of mentality or nation psychology, mental habits,
traditions, thinking and spiritual attitudes of individuals or groups of
people is extremely relevant in modern humanities.

The following conclusions were outlined during the research
process: We have used a number of Georgian and foreign written
sources in the paper. Among them, the "Book of Histories" by the XVII
century Armenian historian Arakel Davrizhetsi. After observing and
analyzing the research process, we revealed a number of inaccuracies,
including with regard to Giorgi Saakadze. In our opinion, it is not
excluded that Beri Egnatashvili and Vakhushti Batonishvili had the
"Book of Histories" of the Armenian historian Arakel Davrizhetsi,
especially since his book was published in 1669 in Amsterdam. We also
consider it permissible that all three of them had one source.

In one of the chapters we have the issue of ancestral research in
Georgian historiography. We studied the Aragvi Saeristao at the turn of
the XVI-XVII centuriesBy comparing Georgian and foreign written
sources, the qualitative mental character of the Aragvi Saeristao
(Duchy) was revealed, which was manifested in their striving for
independence. In the XVII century, Aragvi Eristavi aimed to make his
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realm known to the Russian state through Russian ambassadors as an
independent entity. The transition of Aragvi Saeristao to the servitude
of the King of Kakheti took place in 1569-1574, when Kartli was ruled
by Daud-Khan. The enslavement of Aragvi Saeristao is seen in the
enslavement of Kakheti before the death of Alexander II (before 1605).
It was still part of Kartli during the invasions of Shah Abbas I.

In one of the sub-chapters, we specified some details of the
biography of Metropolitan loseb Tbileli and his mental views. By
analyzing Georgian written sources, we found out that he is not only
Archili's teacher, but also his spiritual mentor. The poem is defining
character and mentality of the poem Joseph Thbileli, that he became a
clergyman. He was seeing in the faithful service of the king the idea of
the unity of Georgia, this unity should have been the determinant of
the mentality of the Tavadi.

We have also analyzed the issue of religion in Tavadi mentality.
In the 17th century, during the reign of Rostom-Khan, the mentality of
the Tavadi was degraded, the morals and manners were degraded, and
everybody was inclined towards all sins. Some Georgians considered
Holy Communion a shame. Here we see primarily the change of the
thinking system, the mentality towards regression. Against this, Ioseb
Tbileli has formed the whole universal ideals. Sacrifice for a friend, for
the homeland was a sacrifice for Christ. They realized that death was
inevitable for mortals, and they should not be afraid of it. They seek
death for Christ, which is also a sign of an unshakable mentality.

In the topic of the dissertation we will also touch upon the
institution of "brought-up and reared", which is found in all structures
of feudal Georgia. Its contents vary from time to time. According to our
observation with Ioseb Thileli and Beri Egnatashvili we revealed the
spiritual condition, mood and feelings of a person, which is an indicator
of mentality. Also, an indicator of the level of mental development is
the organization of military affairs.
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Research has shown that, along with other facilitating condi-
tions, it is necessary to prepare a joint group of specialists of humani-
tarian sciences, both historians and literary scholars in this field. At the
same time, we also find it impossible to solve this task without the help
of philosophical and psychological science schools. The study of the
question of mentality is not the prerogative of the historian alone, but
the above-mentioned scientific disciplines or schools should be closely
connected with historical science.

The monography is the first attempt to study the Tavaduri
mentality, therefore it will will help future University students and
specialists interested in this issue.
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